Sageer Abbas'
thunder
Sports Reporter

Al-Amin's last minute fire
work with the willow saw City

Club to an one -
wickel wvi over Dhaka
Wanderers Club in the Yamaha

First Division cricket league at

not quite re
spected for his batting ability.

raged storm in the lale after
noon. He struck two sweelly
timed sixes to the second and
third ball of T lslam and led
the hosts to victory with one
ball still to

I* was a r:rumung perfor-
mjance for the City Club sea-

mer, who earlier returned
with an enviable analysis of 9-
5-8-1.

In the moming. Pakistani
Abbas dragged Wan
derers from a precarious 23
four to an impressive |82
out with a responsible 101
73. The right-hander blen-

caution with aggression
and hit five fours during his
tenure at the wicket.

Abbas later used Lhe new
ball eflectively and returned
figures of two for 23 but his ef-
forts had little consequence in
the face of Al-Amins late

afternoon magic

MSC maintain
all-win record
Sports Reporter

Mohammedan Sporting
Club maintained their all-win
record in the Green Delia
Insurance First division hockey
league when they edged past
Usha Krira Chakra by the odd
goal In three at the Hockey
‘Stadium yesterday.

Iin an evenly-contested
match of the biggies. all the
three goals were scored from
dead ball in the first 20 min-
utes of the 70-minute en-
counter.

Zahid Biswash set the pat-
tern of scoring when he con-
veried the first of the three
penailty strokes, giving Mo-
hammedans a seventh-minute
lead. ‘

The Mohammedan forward
then received a yellow card
that sidelined him for the next
ten minutes when he protes-
ted the umpire’'s decision ol
the second penalty stroke
awarded against his side in the
I 5th minute.

Star striker Molmammed
Sadeque [esiored parity for
Usha before a ten-men took
the fead again with Alam scor-
ing the match decider two
minutes later.

The win put Mohammedans
on the top of Group B with full
18 points from six matches
followed by Usha. who suffered
their first defeat to remain at
their previous collection of 16
points on completion of their
seven league engagements.

However. Mohammedans.
who have one match in hand
against Azad Sporting Club.
had already moved into the
six-leam super league along
with Usha and Sonali Bank
from Group B.

The other three qualifiers
are — defending champions
Abahani Krira Chakra. Ajax SC
and Dhaka Meriner Youngs
Club from Group A

FUNSA beat
Grindlays Bank

Sports Reporter

-Despite Sikander Havat's
superb performance with the
willow. Federation of United
Nation Sports Associations
(FUNSA) failed to post an
outright victory over ANZ
Grindlays Bank Limited in an
exhibition cricket match at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stgdium
on Friday.

Hayat hit 11 cracking fours
in his 93-ball BO as FUNSA, set
to chase Grindlays Bank's 162
in 35 overs, managed just 162
for six In the stipulated overs.
FUNSA, however, were de-
clared winners for losing fewer
wickets.

Earlier. Hayat shone with
the ball as well Lo finish with
two for 14 Grindlays Bank
posted 162 all out in 33 overs,
Kajal making the highest indi-
vidual score of 43,

Exhibition
cricket

Sports Reporter

Rezaul Haque scored an un-
beaten half century as Stan-
dard Chartered Bank (SCB)
recorded a facile six-wickel
win over Banque [ndosuez in
an exhibition match at Dhan-
mondi yesterday

Set to score 132 in the
stipulated 30-overs for an

~ outright win. Rezaul, guided
Standard Chartered Bank to an
easy victory with a quick-fire
58 off 64 balls.

Earlier, Sakeeb played the
pivotal role in Banque Indo-
suezs 131-9 with a sparkling
62.

Nafees took three wickets
for 15 runs for the eventual
winners followed by Iftekhar,
Naser and Masum who evenly
shared the other six wickets.
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Pakistanl Nadeem

Younus produced
n rpachked
Mrr:lm ard
J Selim Shahed a
~—~ useful - allrowund
display as Utle -aspiranis Mo
hamumwdan Sporting Club
recorded their third win in
the Navana Premier Division
cricket league at the Dhaka
Stadium yesterday .

The lormer champlons
who got ofl w0 a horrible stan
o this vears league champi-
onship with a shocking lour-
wickel defeat to Damal Sum
mer runners-up Victoria Spor-
ung Club. beat Surja Tarun
Club by 46 runs in the day's
one of the two Navana enga-
genmwnls

Playing his second maich
after being sidelined at the on
set of the season with a wrist
injury. the tall. hard-hitting
Pakistani batsman. scored a
polished 76 off 86 balls with
the help ol nine boundaries as
Mohammedans. sent in 1o bhat
managed 193 for six
wickels from the stipulated 45
overs :

Mohammedans raised vi-
sion= of a4 much bigger otal
than what they eventually did
with the opening pair of Younis
and young Sajjad Mansur rais
ing 94 in the first 24 overs
with the latter contributing a
sedlate 22

One-drop Selim Shahed
who has reasons (o feel dis
tincily unlucky for not being
considered lor the Bangladesh
team in the recent four-nation
SAARC cricket tourney, joined
Younus and ensured the steady
runs with his
characteristically correct and
refreshing batsmanshi

Shahed. the styll right

hander who excelled with his
accurate ofl-spin later in the
saw his senior partner
smartly

day

Younus go at 118

Sports Reporter

caught by Pakistani Test vet-
eran Riswanuzzaman off his
owrl bowling from a sizsling hit
by his compatriot. but pro-
gressed 0 play a controlled
knock of 31, embellished with

ane straight sixer before be-
coming Rizwan's second vic-
tim of the match.

The Mohammedan innings
sulfered a slump alter Sha-

hed's depariure with skipper

b o | A
NADEEM YOUNUS
Aminul Islam. Nurul Abedin
and Pakistani Test -cdiscard Aa
mir Malik all departing chea
ply

Mohammad Raflg. who has
distinguished hunsell of late as
one of the leading spinners of
the country, threw ‘his bal
around quite eflectively in the
slog overs (o remain unbeaten
on 22 studded with three fours
as Mohanuncdan entered the
zone of relative safety with a
final total of 193 for six

Ferked up by his bowlmg
success, Lhe grayish Rizgwan
helped Tarun oll 1o a promis
Ing start in the company of

76

Suman Biswas with the pair
70 in 21.4 overs.
Shahed hallted Tarun's

‘progress by having Biswas

stumped for 24 but Rizwan
who saw two more wickels
tumbie o the slow left-armers
Mustadir and Raflq. kept the
scoreboard moving, much to
the discomfort of the
Mohammedan fans

The réasonably balanced
contest ook a decisive swing
in lavour of Mohammedans
when Rizwan. going for a drive
aganst Mustadir. could only
manage a (atal nside edge. He
made 59 off 90 balls sending
the ball across tbe fence on
five occasions.

Tarun. who are yet (o regls-
ler a victory againsi
Mohammedans since their ar
rival in the big league. gave it
up and Onally closed at 147 for
X

Selim Shahed had a satisfy
ing day claiming three wick-
cis for 235 from nine overs to
mark hitn out as the most suc
cessful Mohammedan bowler
on the day

A resurgent Victoria Club.
oo, picked up their third win
in the Navana league when
they beat Eskaton Sabuj
Sangha by six wicketis in the
day s other engagement played
at the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium

After Vishal Singh Yadav.
the left-arm Indian
and opening bowler Tanveer
Ahmad had evenly shared six
wickets to restrict lowly
Eskaton Sabuj Sangha o 152
lor nine from 45 overs
Zauddin Ahmad played made
an unbeaten 69 off 98 balls
with the help of five fours and
a sixer W0 guide Victoria 1o 153
for lour from 38.3 overs and a
big six wicket win

TODAY'S MATCH

GMOCC va Wan Club (DS)

A goalmouth melee dunimg vesterday = Green Delta Insurance First Division hockey league
encounter between Mohammedan Sporting Club and Usha Knra Chakra at the Hockey
Stacium. Mohammedans won the match 2-1.

— Star photo

hwdia. Jan 14: En

vland A bowlers
| totled gamely on
_J g slow wicket to
L e restrict India A o
236 (v lour on the opening
tlay o the lirst {ive day inter-
ndationl here Saturday. reports
AFP

e 1ourists appeared dis
appointed when skipper Allan

"| BANGALORE.

B Wells lost the toss and were

denied first use ol a wicket
that was expected to deterio
rate as the game progressed

Hut the bowlers offset the
honwe team s advantage with a
wrell directed display through
the day that kept the normally
Iree flowing Indian juniors in
vheck.

Yorkshire's lelt arm spinner
Richard Stemp was Lthe pick of
the bowlers who conceded just
O runs i 32 overs and was
rewarded with two wickels in
a single over,

Seamer Glen Chapple lent
admirable support with one for
63, but leg-spinner lan Salis-
bury. the only bowler in the
side to have played Test cri-
cket, disappointed with figures

of one lor 42 from nine overs.
Indian A opener Vikram
Rathore held the innings to-

India A fare well on Day 1

gether with a spirived 90 and
Test prospect Rahul Drawnid
contributed an unbeaten 50 1o
prop the home score

Rathore. who opens with
tesi star Navjot Sidhu for the
Punjab team in Indian domes-
tic cnckel. was arded in a 99-
run first wicket stand with
Jitender Singh who made 32

The pair batted confidently
but slowly. and appeared
headed for a century partner-
ship when the resolule Stemp

Div 11 football

Sports Reporter

Shahidullah struck twice as
Badda Jagorani Sangsad re-
corded a convincing 3-0 vic-
tory over Lalbagh SC in one of
the two Second Division fout-
ball league matches billed for
the Mirpur Stadium yesterday.

Shahidullah struck in the
very first minute of the pro-
ceedings and added another in
the second half before Thor.as
scaled the fate of the match
scoring the third four minutes
away from the long whistle.

In the other match of the
day. Mirpur Chalantika beat
Prantick Krira Chakra by two

goals to nil with Mizanur Rah-’

man and Mehdi Hasan scoring
once cach lor the winners.

turped the ude with two quick
wickets

(T the [irst ball of his 13th
over after lunch. Stemp forced
Singh to send an easy catch to
Nick Kmught at silly point,

The final delivery of the
over saw promising Amol
Mazumdar edge one that
turned sharply across his bat
for Wells to take a simple
cgtch at first slip.

The highly rated Mazumdar
could only manage a solitary

run.
SCOREBOARD
Scores on the opening day
of the five-day international be-
tween touring England A and
Indta A here Saturday.
INDIA: |st innings

J Singh ¢ Knight L Stemp 32
V Rathore ¢ and b Salisbury 90
A Marumdar ¢ Wells b Stemp i
I' Amre ¢ Nixon b Chapple 38
R Dravid el out 50
V Yadav il oant | 4
Extras: (-5 Ib-6) 11
Tetal (for four wickets) 236
Fall of wickets: 1-99: 2-101;

3-157; 4-207.

Bowling O M R W
Cork 15 3 256 O
Chapple 24 7 62 1
Stemp 32 10 56 2
Salisbury 9 1 42 1
Weekes 10 1 40 0O

A Zi2-memboe) itufunnl.gunj L am, which leaves- Dhaka today to take part in the hing's
‘Birthday Cup football tournament in Nepal, is seen with the State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadeque Hossain at his NSC office yesterday. The Star First Divisior football league
champions will play their first match in the Nepalese capital of Kathmandu on January 17.

— Star photo
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'MSC make light of Tarun

Acme div 11
cricket

Spul"tu HJE[:HJI"IEF

Motaleb's
hattrick in
Div III soccer
Sports Reporter

Motaleb nolched the hirst
hattrick in the Pragati Insu-
rance Third Division flootball
league as Kawranbazar Pragati
Sangha came from behind to
force Rahmatgan) to a high-
scoring 3-3 draw at the Outer

Rahmatgan) took a comiort-
able 2-0 lead at the breather
with Nasirullah scoring both
goals. .

But Motaleb almost turned
the table scoring three goals
on & trot in the 47th, 50th and
Gist minute before substitute
Labon! restored parity for

Rahmalganj three minules
away [rom final whistle
in the other maich of the

day. Dhaka Speorting Club
earned a lone goal win over
Purtbachal Parishad with Jiban
Kumar Deviath notching the
malch decider in the 42nd
mdnute.

Cafu’s dream
comes true

MADRID. Jan 14: As World
Cup star Romario returned
home after hus spell al Barce-
lena. flellow-Brazilian Cafu
arrived in Spain late on Friday
o play lor Real Zaragoza. re-
ports Reuter

“1 feel very happy w0 be able
to play. at last. in Spain.”
the 24-year-okd defender, who
had wied to join Real Madrid
(WO years ago

His previous efiort had been
blocked by his Brazilian club.,
Sao Paulo. who were reluctant
Lo let him go

Javier Paricio, the general
director of Zaragoza. who are
second (o Real Madrid in the
Spanish league, called Cafu's
35 million peseta (270.000
dollars) contract "a loan until
June 30°.

He said there was no option
o buy at the moment. but Cafu
could siay on if the two teams
reached an agreement at the
end of the season.

Singapore takes
cue from -
Malaysia

SINGAPORE. Jan 14: A for-
mer Singapore international
footballer and a club manager
will go on trial next month on
two courts of match-fixing,.
state television said on Satur-
day. reports Reuter.

Kannan Kunjuraman and
Changi United manager Ong
Kheng Hock were arrested last
October and are accused of of-
fering a total of Singapore
145.000 (US 100.000 dollars)
to national goalkeeper David
Lee on two occasions in 1994,

State television said there
is an additional charge against

. former striker Kannan of re-

ceiving 5,000 Singapore dollar
(3.450 US dollars) for assis-
tance in arr the deal.

Match-fixing is an offence
punishable under the penal
code and the trial is setl to
start on February 15.

The developments are the
latest in the controversy over
corruption allegations in Ma-
laysian and Singapore soccer.

Singapore, winners of the
prestigious Malaysia Cup last
season., has been accused by
Malaysian sports officials of not
doing enough to prove it has
cleaned up alleged corruption.

In Malaysia, 58 players have
been arrested following a i
ve-month crackdown on
match-fixing. And earlier this
week the Football Association
of Malaysia (FAM) deputy pres-
ident, Tengku Abdullah Sultan
Ahmad Shah, threatened to
keep Singapore out of this
season's Malaysian Premier
League unless it takes steps to
eradicate corruption.

But John Koh, honorary se-
cretary of the Football Asso-
ciation of Singapore, said. "We
are a 100 per cent behind the
FAM's efforts to eradicate
match-fixing and other corrup-
tion in soccer.”

DHAKA
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Dasish captain Brian Laurdrup displays the trophy afler beating Argentina in the final of the
Intercontinental Cup soccer tournament in Riyadh on Jan 13. Denmark wpn the match 2-0.

RIYADH, Jan 14
Denmark added
the Intercontin
ental Cup to their
European title
after refusing to
be subdued by intimidation In a
20 win over |0O-man Argen
tiha here on Friday report
agencies.

Michael Laudrup and Peter
Hasmuasen settled a mateh in
which holders Argentina used
unrestrained aggression rather
than lootball Nnesse

elender Jose Chamol
el have bheen senl ofl in the
frst hall Hut referee Al Abou-
Jassim ol the United Arab
Emirates eventually semt him
ull s the dying seconds

Hoberig Ayala eould also
lave been dismissed for an
other cynical loul as Argentina
used bullying tactics — particu-
larty against Brian Laudrup —
throughout the showpiece fi-
rual

Michae! Laudrup’'s early
penalty enlivened the match
after a clear foul on Jes Hogh
Hogh, looking dangerous on
the right side of Argentinas
area, was upended by Roberto
Ayala.

Ayala had tried 10 pull back
his nght leg. but his reacuons
were wo slow, and defender
Hogh, playing his 11th inter-
nanonal. was left sprawling.

Michael Laudrup went olf

injured after 27 minutes,
surely pleasing Jorge Valdano.
coach of Real Madrid who play
an important match against
Deportive la Coruna at the
wer kel

Alimost  inmwediately after
the subslituiion. Argentina
cormtinued their over physical
plove as Alrjandro Escudero
hacked down Demunark s Brian
Lasacrup.

And 10 minules later,
{ il was hlt‘ly o slay on
ihe Tl an Brian Laudrup was
voert again brought down . Lhis
the edge of i(he
|l‘lh-l||1. aita

lust betore the break. Ayala
alivady bouked was aleo saved
Irin disinissal by Lthe referee »
lefenice as he appeared o el
bow Brian Laudrup in the lace

Peler Kasinussen missed
with a header just alier Lhe
break. but atoned for that with
a4 74th munute goal set up by
Brian Laudrup, o seal
Denmark s | 5 inillion-dollar
wiriliers ¢ hieck

MEXICO THIRD

Meanwlide, Jorge Campos
blocked Emmmanuel Amunike's
penalty atternpt and Claudio
Suarez converied his try. giv
ing Mexico a 5-4 shootout vic-
tory ouver Nigeria and third
place

Followmg a 1-1 draw after
) uunutes, Austin Okodcha,

Lione  asnld

—AFP phote

Danes get another one

Mutiu Adepoju and Austin
Eguavoen tiraded penaliies
with  Alberte Garcia Apse,
Benjamin Galindeo and Luis
(Cswrcia

Alter Campos foiled Amu-
ke Carlos Merinosillo scored
as did Ben Iroha for Nigeria.
but Suarez converied his final
attempt to earn his side dirs
8OO . 000

The Nigerians earned dirs
700.000 n the wournament.

Mexico missed a chance o
go ahead in the Nk minute’
when Hermiuomillo missed on a
pass wilth only goalkeeper
Frier Hulal w bxal,

It ook another |5 minutes
o get the goal back, Ramon
Rasnirez 1aking advantage of a
wi Freeted Riglal w seore lrom a
melee nedr (the Nigertan
penally area.

Nigerna got the goal back In
the 31st nunute whepn Campos
[ailed (o grab a shot from
Eguavoen and Daniel Amokachi
lobbed tw ball home.

Nigeria made repeated for-
ays into the Mexican defence
and missed a chance at Lhe
lead In the 5O0th minute.
Okocha s powertul shot sailed
cenlimelers wide The
Alricans had another chanee in
the 78th when Campos de-
lecied an Eguavoen shol wide.

I'wo munutes later Nigerian
keeper Rulai brillianty saved a
shot trom L.-u.uh Garcia.

Romano s return to Rio

I:i.-‘\HFELGHA

ain. Jan 14 Hum
ario announced
on Friday he had
. linally signed for
[ amengo after difficult and
lenigthy negotiations with
Barcelona club officials. his
agent and Flamengo president
Kleber Leite. reports AFP.

And according to Barcelo-
na's vice-president Joan Gas-
part. the Catalonian club
received 600 million pesetas
(about 4.5 million dollars) in
the lorm of a bank guarantee
which was meticulously exams-

= L — =

ined by Barcelona accountants.

The 28-year-old Brazilian
Werld Cup star, who had
plaved al Barcelona for a sea-
soil and a half. leaves for Rio
this morning.

Romario. who has signed a
two-year coniract with the Rio
club. said at a press confer-
ence: | am not Ileaving
Barcelona for professional rea-
sons, bul because | think the
moment has come for me to
return to country and join
up with my se and friends.

Nevertheless, | would like
o express mvyv gratitude Lo

Braziliun World Cup soccter star Komario da Souza,
wearing Flamengo jersey. addresses a press conference in
Barcelona on Jan 13, moments before leaving for Branl

—AFP photo

supporiers. players, coaches
and direciors ol Barcelona.”

Barcelona are sel to gain
should Romario ever again play
outside Brazil.

Romario would have to pay
between 600 and 900 million
peseta (between 4.5 and 7 mil-
lion dollars] to Barcelona. de-
pending on which country and
continent he mowved to.

And if Flamengo wanted
Barcelona to relinquish this
right. they would have to pay
an extra 600 million pesetas,
Gaspart added.

Romario said he was leaving
with a clear mind and on good
lerms with Barcelona. "1 ar-
rived at Bartelona at a very dif-
ficult time in my career and

the players totally accepted

me. | have tried to give my
best.” he added.

Cruyfl. who on Friday ex-
tended his coaching contract
Lill July 1997, has been unset-

tUed by Romario this season.
He "turmned up more than

three weeks late at the be-
ginning of the season, and his
form has been poor —
Lhe

eamed him 30 goals in 1993-
94 And Romario officially an-

far from

performances which

nounced his definite intention
lo leave Barcelona last

Thursday — just two days be-

fore their crucial clash with
Real Madrid. which they went

on to lose 5-0.

mario. who described
Cruwfl as the best coach in the
world. said he had had a year

and half of happiness at
Barcelona.

"If 1T wish to return to
Europe. | would hope the
doors of Barceiona would open
again for me.”

The announcement of
Romario's return was wel-
comed with delight in Rio. as
cans motored round the city
draped in !""'mrrnﬂﬂ'n red ard

3
urt he !r wirhralmna will

include a trip across the city
by “the gifted striker in a (ype
of “popemobile.” or open-
topped vehicle

ROK begin well

SYDNEY. Jan i4 Chel Yong
Su seorexd in the | 8th minute
Satuirday to give South Korea a
| 0 win over Japan n the Four
Natrons under 33 sowoer e
nament. reports AP



