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Friday night's lateful train
crash in the remote border
town of Hili in Dinajpur re-
portedly. occurred amid an 11-
day blackout of the railway’s ul-
Ara-modern telecommunica-
tion system. highly placed
sources told The Daily Star

yesterday.

Bangladesh Railway (BR).:

however. . offlicially attributed
the accident to human error.

The high frl:!q'ucncy micro-
wave lelecommunication sys-
tem had reportedly remained
cut ofl for 11 days. according
10 the sources who dt'dh‘lﬂ! to
1 be nauhved. < -~

They said that BR pll'lﬂl.h
had everi apprehended that

' PM orders
stern action

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia \vday ordered proper

injured of last night's tragic
train accident here and dras'ic
ad¢ Lionis against those respon-
sible for the mishap, reports
HSS . o

The Prime Minister gave
the direclives while visiting
the spot of Jhe accident which
left at least 26 people dead
wrvd over 100 injured,

UNB wdda: A pall of gloom
descemubed on the little from-
tler town where hundreds of
relatives of the accident Vic-

" Gen Fu meets

Khaleda

The visiting member ol the
Central MiliLary Commission
and Chiel of General s
Department. People s ;
tion Army of China General Fu
Quanyou paid & courtesy call on
Prime Miruster Begum Khaleda
Zia at her office in the city
yesterday evening reporis
BSS.

- ThtEhi“Gmﬂ'll ap-
[.'l'maudurmhﬂ“ﬁty
accorded to the members of

his delegation by the people of

lanvions
iriendly countries as historic
and tradigonal one. the Prime
rent visit would further streng-
then the ties between Bang-
ladesh and China_

UNB adds: General Fu Quan-
you alse met with the chiefs of

‘SuPapll Cal 7

Cher hen reh-el
Groziv iefl to the Russifins n
cavage hand-to-hand fighting
48 Russian troops on Saturday
continued (o relentlessly
pournd the heart of the city
with artillery and rm:lﬂ fire.
reports AP

The Russian army said
troops captored the Council of
Ministers building. its deepest
advance yet imto the city cen-
. tre. The building. s several

hundred meters from the
© presadential palace. symbolic
¢ stronghoid of the Chechen

« HILI (Dinajpur), Jan 14:.

compensation for dead and the °

‘Birampur hospital,

lirns, many of walling

assembled ar the wreck-

age as Begum Khaleda Zia
See Page 12 Col 3
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By Morshed Ali Khan

thie blackout could lead to an ;

accident. :

. In a preliminary ipquiry,
the BR's Paksey Division h
found that the accident i
Dinajpur's Hili siation oc-
curred due to non-setting of
points from which an ap-

preaching train gets direction’

for proceeding.

The railway authorities held
the station master of Hili sta-
tion Abdul Khaleque and the
pointsman Noor Mohammad
Fakir responsible for the acci
dent.

The sources said that the
- avithorities have
perdled these responsible.
Both of the station master and

L L

syste

the pointSmian were abscond-
ing till writing of this rtpm-t
last night.

According to the source.
the Khulna-bound Shimanta in-
ter -city express collided head-
on with the Parbatipur-bound
local train stationed on the
loop-line of the Hili station.
The local train was running
three hours behind schedule

.The Shimantia Express,
which was (0 have passed
through the station without
making.a stop. sped along the
tracks because il was given a

green  signal (o proceed.

BR, osticiids sald 1 ek
crs responsible for the signals
See Page 12 Col 4

Death toll 25, says BR ||

By Staff Correspondent
The tragic train accident (o Hakimpur health complex.
near Lhe sleepy frontier town 30 to Birampur health com

of Hili In Dinajpur Jeft behind a
trail of dismembered bodies
and crumpled coaches.
According 1o Bangladesh
Railway (BR). 25 people lost
their lives, Locpl people. how
ever. said scores died in the
fevident and thelr bodies were
Laken by trucks.
The officials said 160
were injured in the
p. many of them seri
ﬂn.duy.
ine

the spot

died on
three died at
one al
Larva g i one al Joypurhat and
one o Rangpur hospital

mummm:ﬂ
injured people were admatiod

Eighty=three per cemt of the
identity cards lor 72.226 vot -
ers in Tongl Pourashaba has
been completed, an official ol
the Election Commission (EC)

sawd yesterday

"The rest is likely to be
completed: next month and we
are expecting (o hold a model

election in Tongl late in
March.” sald SM Zakaria,
Additional Secretary of the EC.

He was addressing a group
of journalists and some stu-
dents of Joumnalistn Depart!
meni of Dhaka University at an

orientation programme oo
"Miedia on-site |election] Re-

*battle for independence from

R s

( hechen fighters confirmed
that the building had been
Laken afier heavy fighting in

which rebels destroyed eight
altacking Russtan tanks. The

rebels staged several counter
attacks on the buillding on
Saturday. but were repelled by
the Russiand, (he Russian mili-
tary coatamand said

It said ithe Chechefis
mounted “steadfast fesistagoe”
despite the loss of some key

positions in Groznry and heavy

plex, 14 (o Dinajpur hospital
amnd one to Fulbar health com

plex. The others were Laken to
different clinics. they added

Hundreds of relatives
th the spol walling for
the ims trapped inside the
wreckage while those Injured
were rushid to nearby hospital
and clinics, wilnesses said

Six coaches and engdines ol
the two trains were amashed
like matchboxes when (he
Khuilna bound Stmanta Inter
iy FExpress approaching from
the oppositle directbon
rimmined *inte a Parbatipur
bound local Lrain walling at U

slation, il
e 12 (ol 4

sleering comunitlee has  al
ready been lormed composing
representatives ol dillerend
political partes and local elite
o conduct the elections with
the EC playing only a supervi-
sSOry role

Issuance ol 1D cards in
Tong Pourashaba would cost
Tk 17.78 each. said Zakara.
*Fromi our experience in Da-
pumnda and Tongl. we can say
that it is technically possible Lo
provide all voters in the co
untry labout 6.22 crore] with
(D cards.”

Earlier. the EC held a mo-
del #lection tn Dapunia unien
uinder Mymensingh district in

on Aprtl 30 last year Tongl is-

See Page 12 Col 3

tusualties. and brought rein-
lorcements to the sputheast
ern part of the City and its out.
skirts.

Russia s [ndependent Tele-
vision reperied a firefight in
the presidential palace on
Saturday after some Russian
troops managed to get nto the
devastated building. But it ap-
parently remained under
Chechen gonitrol

Russian artillery fire was
concenirated® on the centre of
the city. the deep rumbile of

expioding artillery sheils al-
{
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Army pt.'l‘ﬁﬂllnel curdon off the site of the wreckage at H:h rmlwav station in qujpur yesterday. A thain mll:-.mn left at least

— Star photo

Opposmon
plans fresh
agitation

Star Report

The Opposition is contem-
plating fresh agitation pro-

grammes like hartals tn the
1 last week of this month to

mount pressure on the JLov-
ernment to realise the dernand
for holding general elections
under a caretaker administra-
o

Sources in the Opposition
camp said there had been no
response until last night from
the nding party to Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina s
latest proposal. made Tuesday.
urging the government to hold
electrons under a neutral advl-
sorv oceuncil headed by the
President

Thérr W .:"-I"-I'ITI-I' b-(‘h[n-d»
the-scenes parieys between
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Policwmen stond guard utﬁlldo the Sonali Bank's cor
the eity » Motijheel area -htnnhunhluurdwuhﬂhdinnhlhdmuty l:ud
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Minister denies any food shortage

Open market sale of
cereals from tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The govermient yesterday
denied reports of a shortage in

the loodgrain stock but an-
nounced it would launch a
counbry-wide open market sale
OMS) of rice and wheat from

Maoniday,

Besides, the government
also announced some measures
to contain, what is described
as. the manipulated price-hike
ol rice, and wheal.

There s no shortage of

t loodgratn in the country and

the government has sufTicient
stock 1mtil the next harvest.”
Food Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhutyan told a crowded press
conlerence alt the Food
Ministry in Dhaka.

The present stock of food-

Rram in government godowns
is 6 39 lakh tons while another
» 14 lakh tons, now in the

mpehine. are expected (o
reach the country by March
nexl e said

e immediate steps taken
by the Food Ministry include

Hiting of duties [rom the hLu-
porl of foodgrains, a relaxation
regarding radiation tests of
rice imperted f[rom Aslan
countries, priority to the
movement of transport carry-
ing foodgrain, formation of
committees to monitor OMS al
the thana and district levels.

Mannan Bhuiyan, who took
over as feod minister after a
cabinet reshuffle last week,
brushed aside newspaper re-
ports on footgrain shortage In
the government godowns, say-
ing those were confusing.

However, he admitted that
the price of rice has shot up
and he blamed the hoarders
and middlemen In the rice
trade for the increase.

Poor harvest of aman paddy
during the last season and a
drought like situation in the
northern region ol the country
also contributed to the price
hike. he s.uid

The price ol rice under
Sec Page 12 (ol

Dacoity bid in city
bank, guard killed

By Staff Correspondent

Vrsevnnty tuarel o the oge
porate brancli ol Soniah Bank
the WAPDA Bhaban in the
city s Motijheel commercial
area was killed and the tranch
office ransacked. alfegediy In a
failed dacoity bid sometime be
tween Thursday evening and
vesterday morming

The body of the wvictim.
Arizur Rahman Khan, 38, was
forrnd in the bathroom adja-
ceintl o the aflice room of the
Assistant Geperal Manager
IAGM) of the hranch Baki
Billah vesterday morning.

Police recovered a new

driling machine and a screw-
drivel from she apod. A geug of
robbers entered the premises
sometime after banking hours
on Thursdav but apparently

1
porute branch .t the Wapda building in

lailed in their bid to break
open i(he vault. police sus-
pected.

Abdus Salam. Lhe second ol-
licer of Motijheel police si.-
tion. said the dacoits broke
sorhe portion of the bank's
vault, but failing w complete
the Lask they might have left
the scene. leaving their in-
strurnients,

No money was lost, Anwarul
Kadir. Deputy General Manager
(personnel) of Sonali Bank.
Head Office. confirmed.

Razia. a . first dis-
covered the body. tied with
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The government has -
hibited the export of fertiliser
until further order with im--
mediate effect. reports BSS.,

The decision was Laken at
an inter-ministerial meeting
on  price controlling and

proper marketing of fertiliser
held at the Bangladesh Secre-
Lariat yesterday.

Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister M Majid-
ul-Hag presided over the
meeting.

Secretary. Ministry of In-
dustries. AHM Abdul Hal, Sec-
retary Ministry of Agriculture,
M Akhtar All. Chairman of
BCIC. chief of Fertiliser Dealer
Samily and his colleagues and
other oflicials concerned were
present,

The meeting discussed the
wiys and means of identifica-
tion ol stockists and black
marketeers and also discussed
the imeasures to check their
activities. ;

Availability ol [ertiliser in
the mill gate and providing
fertiliser to the common farm-
ers at the minimum cost also

See Page 12 Col 8

Textile workers
put off today's
programme
By Staff Correspondent

The textile workers and
employees have postponed
their planned rail-road barri-
cade programme scheduled for
today following fruitful discus-
sion with State Minister for
Fextile Abdul Mannan. says a
press release.

The Lalks were held at the
confererice room of the Textile
Ministry where leaders of the
Textile Workers and
Employees Federation of
Bangladesh and the Bangladesh
Textile Workers League were
present.

The meeting discussed the
demands of the workers which

ropes and a scart. Eﬂlﬂﬂtht inc i
Noor of al-8: . ing
am yesterday morning. The | denationalisation, payment

lock of the bathroom s door
See Page 12 (ol )
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S Arabia masses | DMCH launches healthcare
improvement drive today

By Stafl Correspondent

troops along
Yemeni border

SANAA, Jan 14 Saudi
Arabia has massed forces
near the border with Ye-

was focused on the Saada
and Mahara provinces on
Yemen's northern border.

In Riyadh, Arab diplo-
mats also said the situation
on the border was "very
tense” on Saturday, following
segveral incidents on the two
Mmm

A six month prouianune o
improve [he management and
healtheare delivery gystem al
the haka Medical College
Heynt 1l s betng launched 1o

o owecording 1o Health My
i ~try ofctals

Hiealth Mindster Chowdhury
Kamal ITbne Yusul is expected
o inauguraie the "Centre for
Managemen! Excellence and:
Qualily Assurance programme
al the DMCH

“Under the programme. the
hospital director will be given
full administrative and finan-
cial powers while the adminjs-
lrative power in the hospital
will be decentralised .upto the
unit head level.” said one
health ministry affictal.

The pfogramme is being
Inlullmd on the hil:ll of rec-

ternating with the pitched
whine of Grad rockels.

They're hitung every jnch
ol 1he city
Hasaev. a rebel commander,
who was injured in the Nght-
g

Rugsian commanders ap-
peared 10 be using their mas-
sive artillery strength to try to
break the Chechen resistance
and clear the way for further

ground altacks while minimis- -

ing, Lheir own losses,

Russian jpts ronred over the
city, . firing rockets into build-
ings as plumes ol black smoke

centre.” said Shamil  »

lowered hundreds of metres
into the sky. Ruwssian heli-
copiers were heard, also ap-

‘parently attacking targets.

Several extremely la
plosions indicated the Russi-
ans were using large ground-
iq-ground rockeis. Some
people claimed the Russians
were using rockets with
nniltiple warheads

Chechep President
Dehokhar Dudayev on
Chechen television Friday

night with an urgent appeal for
more inlaniry to “clear out the

ommendations ol a WHD
funded study on “strengthe-
ning the existing adminis
iration and management of -
hospitals with improvement nl'
héalthcare guality assurance.”
cumphtu:l last year by a team
experts

Under the programme in-
creased altention would be
diven to reduce waiting lime
for the patients and improve
the hygienic conditions, the
quality of the diet and the
overall management ol the

state-run hospitals.

A joint monitoring team
would also be set up under Lhe

Key Chechen rebel position falls to Russian troops

arrear salaries and 10 per cent
See Page 12 Col 7

Mercury drops
to 4.07 degrees
in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Jan 14: Rajshahi
is mow under the grip ol severe
cold as the mercury dropped
10 4.07 degrees Celsius today,
the lowest of the season, re-
ports BSS.

The mercury dropped by
about seyen degrees Celsius
within twenty four hours. The

lowest lemperature in the area
was recorded [1:02 degrees
Celsius yesterday. according to
Met office.

The shivering cold with
chilly wind virtually paralysed
normal city life here today’

Govt move on to
get compensation
for Gulf returnees

e government is continu-
ing its eflprts 1o realise com-
pensaton for the Bangladeshi
citizens who were compelled
o return home from Iraq and
Kuwait in 1991, reports BSS.

An official handout said last
night that as soon as the gov-
ermment receives any amount
of money as compensation. the
concerned people would be in-
formed immediately and mea-
sures would be taken to dis-

iribute the money in a proper
manner,

The handout said the gov-
ernment observed that differ-
el quarters were (rying o
creaté a confusing situation
through spreading misleading
information regarding the is-

sue of compensation for
See Page 12 Col )

Advice for
Hajj pilgrims
Government yesterday an-

nounced that Hajj piigrims
who are unable to travel to



