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What We Stood for

ON ADMINISTRATION
Palliatives won't Do
1-1-04

The Prochrichi-BCS (admn) conflict,
deepseated as it is, cannot be addressed tacti-
cally. it has to be sorted out . The
facts have to be faced. Prochrichi's principal de-
mand related to rationalising the working equa-
tions between the and the generalists.
The BCS (admn) cadre officials,

magistracy and revenue matters. wield authority
over the members of cadres. The DCs
and SDOs have as chiefs among equals at

the local levels and, in the national secretariat,
ba a few specialists who became secretaries,
the officials of BCS (admn) cadre including the
erswhile CSP officials enjoyed primacy at the var-
ious coordination meetings. Their ‘supremacy
can be put out of the way {f we succeed in associ-
ating elected public representatives directly with
administration.

A Case for Local Gavt

—

15-12-64

Since the comMission had a ty represen-
tation from the t side, the authority in
fact is contra its own principle stand. The
sidetrac of the two most important recom-
mendation has been done perhaps to serve some
narrow ends. But any radical change demands a

bold vision and rising above any parochial consid-
ndent, self-

erations. Creation of almost indepe
supporting local governments could take the
country several steps ahead. Today the wind of
self-governance |s sweeping most part of the
globe. In the United States the Republican Party
made their electoral gains on this issue. We have
dabbled at it but failed to take advantage of the si-
tuation. But there is no doubt we shall have to go
for such an effective bottom upwards administra-

tive system. :

ON JUDICIARY
Supreme Court Impasse
8-2-1994

We commend the SC Bar Association for taking
the action that they did. They upheld the position
of the courts and enhanced the prestige of the
Chief Justice. The government also deserves
credit by not taking the issue as a challenge
against itself, but as a mistake that needed to be
corrected. It was this maturity of action that led
the government to be flexible, and take accom-
modative steps, that it is reportedly taking.

The main issue, however, remains to be that of
independence of the judiciary. The current ad-
ministration s control over the judges leads to the
type of situations that we just faced. Why should a
popular government be afraid of setting up a truly
independent judiciary? In fact. such a judiciary.
protected from the machinatigns of the power of
the day, can become the best guarantor for the
protection of our Constitution and the guardian of
all civil liberties. democratic norms and individ-
ual human rights. |

ON ECONOMY

Stability at the Cost of Growth

: 15-1-94

The situation almost seems beyond redernp-
tion. As usual, investments under the Annual
Development Programme (ADP) last year, failed
to meet the benchmark. The marginal improve-
ment in the level of investment last year actually
came through the contribution of the private sec-
tor. It appears that we are on the way to see a re-
peat performance this yvear too. The utilization of
the current ADP in the first five months up to
November was only sixteen per cent of the total
allocation — actually two per cent lower than the
corresponding period last year.

Stockmarket Base

31-3-1994
This is also the time for the DSE to manage its
own affairs in a way that would strengthen in-
vestor confidence in its dealings. The DSE should
streamline its procedures. update its listing and
trading rules — make its operations fully trans-
parent. Apropos the Security and Exchange
Commission, the DEC chairman is reported to
have remarked that the SEC should better con-
centrate its role on promnotional activities.

Shift in ADB's Lending Policy
14-5-1994
It is presumed that the new lending policy will

ON EDUCATION

Ekushey, and Education for All

, 21-2-1994

Within the broad area of RHD, the goal of

Education for All suits the aim and the spirit of

Ekushey. As we have said earlier, and in

in this page and clsewhere, that our claim for re-
holl

spect lor our mother tongue rings
not being able ¢
fact

nearly 70 per cent of our
read or write. [t is not only that the vast

majority of our people cannot read and .
tendant with it, is the problem of the impact of
such a large segment of the population not being
able to partake of the creative

E

tioh of our
language and culture. For the safeguarding and

development of the language. for which the mar-
tyrs of ‘52 laid down their lives, we need to de-

vote our full energy and strength to the spread of

cducation

An Inordinately Unfortunate Note
* 28-4- 199

If the government indeed feels it is going to .

give what the teachers want, why not make the
best use of the gift. by presenting it in a manner
that can allow the Liaison Committee leadership
to end the strike? Governance should be no place
for ego contests. _ -

These squabbles over pay and allowances, job
security etc. will come and go. What will remain
for long i not for ever. is the question of the
quality of education. Can the teachers raise them-
selves by their own bootstraps to add qualjty to
what they are doing at present”? The teachers, as
if as a class, are not great readers and they tend
to be learners as soon as they land a job. These
completely disqualify them from entering a class-
room and standing on the pulpit,

ON CAMPUS

But We Must Hope

R
But thank you all Mr VC and the leaders who
helped, this has been a big step forward This
may not stop one single shot of the automatics
but tremendous moral ground has been gained
which is sure to inhibit adventurist gun-toting
done without the command of the hlerarchy
reaching to the apex of political leadership Anrd
the whole %::mul ol any hierarchical control
should now much more amenable to the moral

proddings of the September [7 decision.

ON GOVERNANCE
Participatory Planning
18-4-19694

Participation in the planning process will raise
expectations among the pecople consujted that
the specific needs of the community would be
met through future development work in_the re-
gion. Then again, a project may benefit the com-
munity at large but huwt some of its members.
People so affected would expect adequate com-
pensation. Therefore, it is all the more important
lo associate the community_as a whole. actively
and effectively, in the execution pf development

prejects.
- How Justice Suffers
| 30-12-64
. This is exactly why people lose confidence in
the dispensation of justice. Plagued by such a
mortifving sense of insecurity, we as a society get

dimimished. Undesirable political clouts and ad-
ministrative corruptions are at the root. To make

socicty run such political and -administrative
aberrations must be done away with. *

ON LAW AND ORDER
No to Acid Throwing

Acid throwing appears to have staged a come-
back alter quite a welcome respite. The fact that
its spree once took this society of ours by storm
should be a rude reminder for everyone, particu-
larly the government. No palliatives but the provi-
sion for capital punishment for the crime — made
carlier on — was actually responsible for reducing
the incidents of acid throwing, Armed with this

13-1-94

legal provision. judges were able to mete out the |

harshest punishment possible under the relevant
act. And that seems to have made all the differ-
€nces in the amorous advances of the depraved
Romcos. '

Campaign and Agenda for '95

—

ON POLITICS

Magura Poll Lessons

22-3 1984

We should say all sides behaved irresponsibly
insofar as maintaining a congenial atmosphere
wen!. To be frank and. strictly speaking. it is the
iplich talked-about code of conduct that was

ironically least operational on the election day.
The allegations and. on some points, counter-al-
legations of mob attacks on polling booths. kid-
napping of MPs and stuffing of votes and
of-barricades prove that despite the presence of
many ministers and political leaders in Magura
the incidents of violence coull not be averted.

A Sad Day in Our Politics

In the tragedy ridden history of ouf beloved
country, we had seen many things, but this takes
the cake in sordidness. The for politi-
val expediency. in place of truth and ethics. as
shown these two political parties, especially
the BH?which used the state power (like heli-
copter, TV, PID etc) to make its designs effec-
tive. has created a revulsion among the public. To
what depths of opportunistic and mercenary
abyss are we to lower ourselves just to stick to
power, or on the other hand. in an attempt to

sefze i1t?7- .
Diminishing the JS
16404

That elan and the esprit that led it foundered
on shoals and rocks of narrowness of vision bor-
dering on petty egotism ul!dirmﬂﬂzm
regular meanness while the of
racy was let to wilt all the time. There is
here apportioning the responsibility of
Zreater sinner a the two — for the
clear and o for all in the nation to
truth. What is indubitably certain is that
ol victory for democracy is ringing hol
cvery promulgation of an ordinance
passing da the boycott. As h as
twa to end this boycott, it will need a
(o stop the ordinances

* The Will to Solve

:

Eed
T

We have held the view, and reiterate it
occasion, that sufficient ground exists for a com-
promise, without the loss either of their core
position, or of their face . All we need is for the
two parties to calmly take stock of the
at hand, and we think a way out exist within
them. Now that the npposition has made it clear
that the caretaker government will be in place
alter, and only after, the term of office of the pre-
sent government expires, we think that the
Prune Minister should not have any more reason
o reject it. In fact we think that such an ar-
rangement. il adopted by consensus in the %
hainent. and for :Er next four elections, will
solve the question of free and fair election for the
ltnosceeable future.
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DHAKA SATURDAY JANUARY
ON WOMEN'S RIGHT

14, 1995
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11-1-84

Gone are the days when the moneyed ones
spent sizeably on works on public good Our
whole educational infrastructure is a result of

to court and the court could come up with an
historically important judgement was all primar-
ily due to women's rights activists who .would not
let this pass as do scores and scores of similar
cases in a year. It is they who brought the sinister
thing to the attention of the whole nation and
went to court. The nation s thanks are due to the
activists of Bangladesh Mahila Parishad and its

president Begum Sufia Kamal
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