NE of the significant

10 The Dty Star
international develop

O memts ol the recent
{Oﬂi is the emphasis on
uman development, and. as a
part of that provess. on the
right 10 education as an
inalienable human nght, and
especially on the rights of the
childresy, This is reflected in
the adoption by the Unitkd
Naltions. after aboul a decade of
ground work. of the
Convention on the Rights ol
the Child (1989). the holding
of the World Conference on
Education for All (EFA) in early
1990, the Sumumnit for Children
later the same vear. and the
follow up initiatives by the
United Nations and other
world bodies. In the develop-
ing world. Bangladesh has
been one of the countries that
has associated itselfl with these
initdatives with much enthusi-
asm. This. of course. is as it
should be. considering the
rather poor state of the coun-
try's economy and the
ramshackle education systemn
Few countries of the wold to-
day have a lower rate of liter-
acy. and the UNDF's Human
Development Report 1994
places it at the 146th place
ampug |73 wvunines
Bancladesh was a party to
the world. declaration on
. Education for All tite World
Conference on Education for
All (WCEFA) at Jomtien as well

as a signatory to the World -

Declaration on Survival,
Protection and Development ol
Children at the World Summit
for Children in New York
Since themn Bangladesh has
taken a number of steps to
achieve Lhe.goal of Education
for All. A Compulsory Primary
Education Act was passed in
1990. The law began to be
implemented partially In
1992. and primary education
was made compulsory
throughout the country In
1993. Some steps have been

taken 1o promote female edu-
cation in the jyural areas. A

number of measures have been
taken through the General
Education Project for qualita-
tive improvement of primary

ucation such as curriculuin

issemination .programme,
cluster and sub-cluster train-
ing. continuous pupil assess-
ment, and satellite schools. An
Integrated Nonformel
Education Project (INFEP) has
also been inftated.

Some results of all these
efforts have started to be visi-
ble. Although the number of
primary schools has remained
almost static, the official en-
rollment figures show signifi-
canl improvement —
12.05 million in 1990 1o 15,20
million in 94, The rate of
increase is almest double the
rate of pupulau-un grnwlh The

from

proportion of girls has also
shown some (mprovemendt
from 45 to 47 per cenl ovey
the peried. and the overall en-
roflment ratio at the primary
level 48 reported 1o haye al-
reiady reached about 87 per

cent of the 6 10 age group

Universal Primary
Education

The realisation that the
economic gerformance and
quality of life of the individuals
is highly correlated with the
basic education received has
today become faigly
Imluprud The Education for
All programme, officially
launched in March 1992, aims
at involving people from dif-
ferent gectors to form a net-
work towards implementing
the EFA. In EFA National Plan
of Action the government has
set the following targets for

EFA in Bangladesh:
Table 1: States and Tar

(GGrass Pritnary Enrollment
Comipletion Rate
Adult HHineracy

The I'I'Il'ﬂ"l'lll!nt rnll-u ul the
primary age group must be
raised. rural-urban and gender
disparities narrdowed down,
drop-out’ rates reduced, iLhe
quality of teaching. supervi-
sion. currieulum. Llext-books
and other teaching learning
malertals ignproved. various

INFEP programme partly
through its own centres and
partly through the NGOs

INFEP has opened MHieracy
cenires in 60 thanas During

12.87 75.6
5.19. 40 3
40.29 65 4

Along with the nine most
populous countries, Bangl.
desh has adopted the following
goals Lo achieve by Lhe yeas
2000 or at the earliest possilie
time:

* Ensure’a place lor every
child in a school or appropn
ate educajopal

programme

* Eliminate disparities ol
access of basic education
~ *Improve the quality and
relevance ol basic education
<+ % Accord to human devel
opment the highest priority,
and;

* Rally all sections of soci
ely toward education for all

It is well 10 remember thats

the plans of Bangladesh for
compulsory primary education
do not fully mateh the World
Declaration. In Bangladesh, the
primary stlage comprises only
the 6-10-year age group while
the World Plan of Action de-

. ines the target as minimum

80 per cent enrollment for all
children of l4-year age.
However, given the cenditions
in Bangladesh. even the lim
ited goals set for raising the
primary enrollment ratio, im-
proving Lhe completion rate
and the most difficult of ull
increasing the adult literacy
rate from 34.6 percent to 62
percent. would requlrr mas-
sfve efforts. ® "
The task of universalization
of education 1s a cothplex one.

the period 1992-95. a lolal of
| & million people are pro-
posed 10 be covered by Lhe
programmes of INFEP. Beside
this, wunder the General
Education Preoject, al.oul
100,000 learners of age group
B-14 are receiving lteracy
training run by the NGOs In
the NGOs own programmes.
since 1990 over one mildon
persons ol various age groups
have been provided literacy
raming. t may be noted that
abdut three-fourths of the non-
formal education programmes
are so far the children and
only about one-fourth arc lor
adulls.

‘The invoilvement of a large
number of NGOs for Private
Voluntary Development
Organisations, PVDOs, as Lthey
now-a-days prefer to be called)
in the educational arena of
Bangladesh is a recent devel-
opment. After the Jomtien
Conference in 1990, several
major NGOs in Bangladesh
identified education as a pn-
ority sector and look steps lo
expand their education pro-
grammes significantly. In view
of the enormity ef Lthe prob-
lems of llliteracy in Bangladesh
and the complexity of the is-

sues involved, a strategy
adopted by the NGOs was (o
devajop collghoration between
the NGOM airtl the other pro-
gressive forces. Consequently.
in 1990 a coalition was formed

- How to Scuttle Credibility

HE crowning glory of

Bangladesh's electronic

media was it. withoul
an iota ol doubt. To fashion it a
wide-ranging and truly high-
level involvement, and very
aclive at thal. was necessary.
Perhaps the Prime Minister
acquiegsced or approved or
perhaps she was who gave the
first imstruction. And the
Information Mimister and his
Secrelary must have played a
nervously posjtive parl in
materialising the big infor-
mation-act of the year. Without
an all-in resolve and applica-
tornr this world-beater in sup-
pression of information could
nol have come about.

On December .28 the news
ol Lthe year. ol the day. of the
nation took place. All of oppo-
sitlon's 147 Members of
Parliament resigned. The BTV
and Radio Bangladesh did not
underplay the news,
blacked it out totally. Why?
The enfire print media of the
nation; published the news
with due importance, the next
morning. The suppression of
the news proved hopelessly
ineffective, What was there wo
suppress (t? True, the gov-
ernment did not relish the
news, butl what good would the
black-out do to the party or
the government? For no pur-
pose at all the government
chose to do something in gross
violation of people's right to
information. If the two
organisations are governed al
P . e S

They.
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all by any set of formulated
policy. the blagkout must have
violated that- too. By
dangerously undermining the
credibility ol the two most
important information
channels of - the nation,
government! only harmed itself
enormously. Governments
come and go but the institu-
tions remain. A disgusted citi-
zenry would call the govern-
ment an assemblage of mean
people. No great harm would
be done by that. The justifica-
tion for running these behe-
moths with Laxpayer's money,
namely cementing the people
into a true nationhood and
heightening the quality of the
nation as a socia-political en-
tity by promoting the aware-
ness level of the whole people
— is what has been harmed be-

yoryd easy repair.

How could they do iL. In any
other country such an act
could have led to the resigna-
tion of the information minis-
ter. In a more civilized one,
governments would face a eri-
sis of survival, Why Is here no
such aftermath? There is a
simple answer to that. General
indifference and an all-en-
veloping apathy towards - the
worsl of political and eco-
nomic crimes — almosi a state
of nrvana — help the incredi-
bly wrong actions 1o pass with-
out ralsing as much as a ripple.

But there is an element here of
a more eflective contribution
o 1he making of the fanlastic
news black-out. The acquies-
cence of national politics, spe-
cially the opposition's consis-
tent refusal to react and chal-
lenge. Indeed. why doesn't op-
position challenge the rape of
people's right to informagion?
Wrapping up their duty in the
matter by encoding one dajfa
among many others demand-
ing an end to state control of
radio and TV can be a very

good device to get along with

This only pushes us into a
realisation that the role of Lhe
clectranic media has gone be-
vond an easy understanding
and not altegether difficult
healing. by dint of what people
expect of these. In 1975 the
changing governments evolved
'one long-acting approach to
broadcasting and telecasung.
The electronic media’s main

use, their predominating busi-
ness would be entertainment.

And certainly not information.
culture and education. If a
decade of Ershadiana did not
wholly finish radio and TV as
purveyors of truth and knowl-
edge and art, one-third of that
time under the iron madam's
rule is ru fast to accom*
plish, that to the full. No one
peeds Lo hear or view any news

For a Louder Voice

Continued from page 9
the election is over. This lends

posing it
the public, all the while

claiming to be doing all this in
the name of the people, who
have not been consulted in
the first place.

Therefore, during the
.coming year The Dally Star
promises to make a serious ef-
fort to introduce PUBLIC

on Lhe ‘caretaker' issue then
both the opposition and the
government party would not
have dared to deal with the

public in the wa have so
far done. . Umy

Then there is nllu the
question of ASSERTING OUR
RIGHTS AS TAXPAYERS.
There Is also the fact that not
too ., many le in our country

pay taxes. Bul that s true only
in the case of direct taxation.

Indirect we all pay, and
that itself gives us a lot of say
as a taxpayer. The point-we are
making here is that we as tax-

payers, are not given the im-
portance and attention that

taxpayers anywhere else in the
world receive, We want to an-

mnﬂe through the columns of
Dally Star that we will no

longer accept the sloppy and
shoddy service from the gov-

ernment, because we pay tax.
We want basic public amenities
to work because we pay for it.

We want services [rom gov-
ernment bodies because we
pay for it. We want clean cities.
well-kept roads, safe and filth-
free streets, dependable rail-
ways, germ-free water, steady
electricity, courteous govern-
ment servants, service mental-
ity oriented officials. etc. be-

cause WE PAY FOR THEM ALL. .

In other words services are
our RIGHTS as taxpayers. and
not A FAVOUR
doled oul.by anybody. -or any
party on the basis of personal
connection or in exchange for

bribe money.

It is our considered view
that political leaders, both

from the government and from

the opposition give a damn to
public opinion because we as
volers and taxpayers have NOT
ASSERTED OUR VOICE.
Otherwise, we would not have
had the type of politics that we
saw last year. Throughout
1994 the Issues that occupied
the attention of our political
leaders, and as a conse-

Primary
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that is ‘to be.
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with thé mainstream NGOs  years .are the target group The

jor education pro-

course duration is 27 monihs

i 1.
coalition is called divided in three grades. each

tht Gono Shakkharata Ovijan
lﬂlﬂpli'n Fnr Popular
Education -

mwc&:nnm as
many as 326 NGOs at thal timpe

number has by now grown (o at
least 300. Among the m.jm
NGO~ having uﬂmful

formal education programme
are Bangladesh Rural Advance.
ment Committee (BRAC).
Proshika Manobik Unnayan
Kendra (PMUK). Gono Shaha-
I Sanmgstha IGSS). Rangpur
Dinajpur Rural Service (RDRS).
Friends in Village Develop-
ment Bangladesh (FIVDB).
Mass Education Programme
DANIDA. Saptagram Nari
Swanirvar Parishad (SNSP) and

I8 7] %
13.10 70
- 28.7 - g

Divak.a A.h!-iill i “il#l‘l ([DDAM)
BRAC alowe «urtently: operales
about 27 000 ixniformal pré
mary schools enmlling about
8OO OO0 «litklrenn The total
coverage by the NGOa would
thes I over one million. They
are operaling in practically all
the thanas in Bungladesh

Innovative Programmes
Soge ol (he cducalional
programmes of the NGOs are
of a highly nnovative nature
and apperas to have been very
effective. A lew examples ol
sUd h lnnovalive programnes
imtiated by both the NGOs and
government organisalifihs are:

(a) BRAC Non Formal
Educulliuun
Programme: BRAC conducls
this programme for children of
8-10 years who could not avail
the opportunity e getling
admission into formal primary
= hwools. Thus comparatively
older children are taught here
up Lo grade 3 -

(bl GSS Primary Educaton
Progranmne: GSS runs thiy
programme for children who
could nol gel adnussion in
formal pnmary schools. The
children are taught up (0 grade
3 Classes are held in brick
built schoals constructed by
GSss

i} Dhalta Ahsania Mission
Alternative Primary School
Progranuue. Children of 6 m 8

or information-related pro-
gramune on the radio and TV
Il anyone willy nilly comes to
be exposed to these anyhow.
things are such that they have
no reason (o take these items
with any amount of serious-
ness.

People on their part have
become inured to fascist-style

monopolistic use of the elec-
tronic media. They don't buy
what the ruling governments
want tq sell hard by way news
and assorted propaganda. al-
n%: very artlessly done.

aps the technical people
involved In producing Lhese
awful trash aim more at pleas-
ing the coarse and boorish

egotist in pn-nr than beguili
uu-rﬁ =

When m day. Il it all.
some regime will try (o take
its hands off the information

aspect’' of' the nation's exis- -

tence. difficulties will be cre-
ated by, first. the newsmakers
who would take inordinate
pllm to find quarters to please

and take orders from in order
to case off newly arriving re-
sponsibilities. The next diffi-

cult group would be the people

who wouldn't want to take

. electronic news seriously. For

due to long and unrelenting
abuse of the radio.and TV,
things have come to such a sit-
uation when almost all listen-
ers and viewers would dance
with delight if these doesn't
have any news prugramme
whaltsoever.

quence that of the pational
media, had nothing to do with
the development priorities of
our people. Yet for one whole
year, and it is far from having
ended, other Issues occupied
the centre stage of public po-
litical debate. Did we. the
VOTERS and the TAXPAYERS
have any say in them at all?
None what 80 ever.

S0, during 1995, 1t will ‘be
the endeavour of this paper Lo
empower the voters and the

hupllr:rl By giving increasing
cove of their problems
opinions and suggestions we

to create a strong cur-
rent of- public opinion which
give clear Indication to the
policy . makers as to the
thoughts and preferences of

the general public. It is only by -
empowering the voters and

taxpayers that we can

. strengthen our economy and

our democracy. We mosl
humbly and earnestly invite
our readers to help us in this

| Wa'
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grade being of 9 months dura

Jon. School premises are pro-

vided by Lhe community

id] RIARS Children s
Education FProgramme: RDRS
has education centres mam
aged by people’s organisations.
The target group is children of
6-8 years. In this programme
RDRS uses govermment cufric-
ula. All expenditures for this
programme including the
school houge is borne by fhe

Hrmdmi organisa-

{rl Terre*Des Homes (TDH)
Street Children Programme:
Street childrgn of 8- 10 years
who gvork at raflway stations
bus and launch terminals, etc_
are the target groups. The
children are assembled for
traching under some shades of

railway sintions. bus and
launc h terminals with the as-

sistance of local authorities in-
chuding the police. BRAC cur-
riculum and materials are
v o]

i UCEP School. Thia i4 a
specialised programme de
sigred for working children of
fi o |4 years, The programme
has a duration 7 years and is an
admixture of general and
terhnical education

igl CTMES Tec hnulr:nr
Schaol In order 1o make ¢ hil-
dren conscious of the impor
tance and impact of sclence. in
real life they are given lesaons
on haske scientific knowledge

includify general education In '

grades | and 2 papils have
general education, in grades 3
5 science lessons are given,
Pupils are laught about envi

ronment, popular sclence and

technology
ih) Gowvi. Satellite 5¢hoeol

Programme: Under Lhis pro
gramne feeder school's are
s up in the calchment areas
of the govt primary schools so
that the small children whae
are not_able 1o walk a Jong dis-

You'll see why it's

- Bank. etc

Education for All: Are We Doing Enough?

by A M Sharafuddin

Lance can recetve early educa

Lo of grades | and 2 These
wchools arr generally thatched
or of corrugated sheet. run by
the local community. and
teaching is done by a couple of
teachers who weork primarily
as volunteers for a small hono-
r Arfuanm.

There are simdlar innovative
programmes for the adoles-

Mission and BRAC. Similary.

there are various ative
programmes for adull educa-
tion run by SNSP, Grameen
ous kinds of continuing educa-

“tion programmes. Ceontinuing

education. aimed at prowviding
susidinable education te the
neoliterates is a new concept
in Bangladesh. So far. rural b
brary services are being set up
to serve the peeds of contimy.
ing education.
Bu-ol.hﬂdh- N
in spite of considerable

progress made since the
launching of Education for All

in Bangladesh. the programme

still suffers from a4 number lim-

itations. Some of Lhe major
limitations are highlighted
here

a. Quality of lormal primary
education is poor. The primary
achools generally have dilaps

dated buildings. puptl teacher

ratio is high, number of teach-
ers & inadequmie. leacher at
*rnﬂnnrr irregular. teaching

nethotds are mostly traditional ’

and unatiractive. and there is
poor supervision ol the
s Ll There 1a much scope
for improvement in these ar
L .

b, Attendance rales are still
Very poor A recent survey
conducied by the government
and UNICEF in various dis
Lricts lound attendance 1o be
ol the order of only 680 per
cent of the enrolled pupils
Even districts where the en
rodment ratios are shown Lo
e very high (¢ g.. in Fenl en-
rolment of girls is reported o
be 92.5 per cet of the 6-10

developed

age group bat attendance is
only 492 percenl. vide

(WO year lileracy programme is
really not adequate to sustain

iiteracy Suitable materials
must be developed and made
wiclely available in various arcas
o help
their literacy and also derive
benefit froem iU

[. Innevations need (0 be
promoted, Some of the non-
governmental have
innovative ro-
gramnmes in éducation.
should be properly evaluated
and the innovations adopted
and disseminated for wider
application. This would lead to

1O
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better

when you hear it

the reoliterates sustain

All certainly need much
greater eflfort from the gov-
ernment and the enjire nation
lo prepare the country for the
218t century which is knock-
ing al the door

est felicitations

Television is more than a visual experience it's _
an audio experience 100. |
The fact is it's usually the sound that creates
That's why we've created a new range of
colour televigions that is designed to please

your ears as well as your eves._

-Natural Colour

POWER SOUND

-Dynamic Bass Boost
-2 Speaker
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-Auto Search & Store
-4 Systems (PAL B/G.
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NTSC 4.43).
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