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Why This Cat and

Mouse Game?

Frankly, we are getting a bit weary of this on-
again and ofi-again negotiation’ game. y.
we in the print media, are carrying news of who
met whom, and who said what, and are to
make some seihse out of them, and then
against all hopes that something positive
come opt from all this pelitical play. We feel that
too much time is being taken to bridge the small
gap that now exists between the two sides. We
would like to underscore that the uncertain
course inte whieh the coun has_ already been
thrown, is having a telling eflect on every aspect
of our social and economic life. Everything has
been put on hold. Talk to small traders or to big

importers or exporters, they are all waiting to see
what shape politics will take before make
their next meve. Ask any organisation nning

“some big event. they will all say how anxiously

. they are waiting for the outcome. While the whole
nation waits with extreme anxiety., our politicians
are going about their merry way and taking their
time in coming to any final conclusion. We find it
incredible that our leaders consider it more im-
portant to address public rallies here and there,
ralher than 1o put their energies to the last
stages ol negotiations. Strange priorities, to say
the least. The Speaker has taken a very brave de-
cision by holding back his final findings; in the
hope that the time thus gained will permit the
reaching of an understanding. We believe that
both sides are being foolish in not making the
most constructive use of this oppoftunity.

Sheikh Hasina s speechahe other day has made
the opposttion s position clear. She was definitely
more reconciliatory than before. The very fact of
her not calling tor the expected series of hartals
is a sign ol .both softening and of becoming awanre
that hartals arc eroding her bank of supporters.
But if no understanding is reached the opposition
will fall back on these measures to the tremen-
dous détrithent of the country. '

So pleasce stop this cat and mouse game, and
get serious about taking the final steps to firm up
the understanding which is almaost there.

Serving Our Readers Better

Today vour newspaper enters its fifth year of
publication. During the past four years, we have
tried to serve our readers to the best of our abil-
itv. On this day we remember with pride and
gratitude the man who had started it all — our
founder editor. late S M Ali. How much of his vi-
sion we have been able to live up to only our
readers can judge. But from the fact of significant
rise in our circulation, and from the sincere
readers’ and advertisers’ support that has so gen-
erously been forthcoming, we would like to
humbly believe that we have been able to live up
to our readers’ expectation. Buring the past year
we have added several néy features, made our
reporting more penetrating, and our editorials
more timely and bold We have tried to play a very
constructive role i the political comtroversy that

has gripped the nation and has immobilised our
democratic functioning. PDuring last year we con-

tinued with our emphasis on development
agenda, and have time and again lent strong sup-
port to the liberalisation policy and to efforts that
could further help the growth of a_healthy private
sector.

This year. in addition to the Agenda 95. we
are proposing to undertake three campaigns (see
‘anniversary issue) on urgent concerns of our
» readers. These areas have been chosen from nu-
merotis letters and telephone calls that we re-
ceived in response to our request for suggestions
for '95. There were numerous suggestions from
which we chose the three that we considered to
be of immense importance. and by successful
handling of which we can meet other related de-
velopment challenges. In addition. we also talked
about giving voice to our voters and taxpayers.
This we proposed to do by starting authentic
public opinion polls. through which ‘we hope to
be able to give our political leaders some idea of
how the people are reacting to their policies and
pronouncements.

As wg enter our fifth year of publication we re-
alisc that we still have a long way to go. With your
— our readers’ — support and guidance we pledge
to try much harder than before. and will hopefully
be a better newspaper than we are today.

‘Threat to Film

1995 marks the centenary of the world film.
This cultural landmark could be celebrated as one
of the greatest pageants in the annals of human
history but for two looming threats. One of them
concerns the decaying process of the screen im-
ages. This concern has been amply voiced by
UNESCO chiet Federico Mayor. "All the wealth of
images captured in the art films, features, docu-
mentaries, full-length films. newsreels., educa-
tional films. cartoons ete is in danger of fisap-
pearing for ever”. says he. The second of the con-
cerns however has not featured In the report on
the 100th anniversary of film. To our mind. the
growth of video culture is no less a threat to the
big screen. At least in our country the connots-
seurs of art and quality films have been kept away
from the cinema houses, thanks to the obscene

and- ttillating trash continually churned out by
our film industry. ' 4

Most people will find no difficulty in agreei
with Mayer when he observes, "the grt nfat%le ril:lg
ema is the custodian of the 20th century's mem-
ory.” But the problem is that most of the motion
pictures were taped on perishahle types of filmn.
Not surprisingly therefore that the UNESCO has
set aside US $100.000 for a special fund with the
aim of saving the deyeloping countries’ sgreen
heritage. To save and retrieve the classic films
from natural damage and ruination moreover are
e ,.,m,f.,,,”,,n for the present generation with so
much of hi-tech knowledge at its commands. We
hope the UNESCO campaign for saving our
screen heritage from destruction will succeed.

ICE is the staple imd

mated (o arcoum aboul
one fourth of the average
household expenditure iIn
Bangladesh MHowever, Lhe
poarest 40 per cent of rural
and urban areas is

o
thnmmmm
b lood ftem viz. 38 and 32 per

cent respectively. Needless to
mention, real price of rice and
s lemporal variatlons appear
asn the major determinants,of
real incoine, especially. of the
povr and rice-deficit house-
holds in Bangladesh. And since
the market structure of rice,
among other things, deter-
mines the rice price be-
haviour, an understanding of
its dynamics becomes an Im-
perative area of concern. All of
us do buy and consume rice
but very few seem (o have
on the marketing
behaviour of this most impor-
lant (and also the sensitive)
item
Drs Quazi Shahabuddin and
Sajjad Zohir of the Bangladesh
Institute of Development
Studies recently produced a
report on' Markels and Macro
economic Transmission Ip

of rice market In
Bangladesh was succinctly pre-
sented. Based on uwdormation
generated by Nuimuddin
Chowdhury of IFRI, the core
issues Lhat the authors at-
tempted to highlight are: (1)
the price-setting behaviour of
the components of rice market

in Bangladeh. (i) of mar-
keting and the inants of
costs. (1)) marketable and

marketed surplus of rice and

!. NY spotlight on the

state ol broadcasting In
Bangladesh is welcome
(Khurshida Hag's review. Star.
Dec 9) The BMR of Bangladesh
Television (BTV) and Radio
Bangladesh(RB) is not that
difficult logistically, as Yhere
are several supporting
Institutions at home and at the
regional and International
levels 1o assisl the developing
countries update the standard
el service Lo the hungry audi:
ence i Lhis IT age ol global
village concept
A new local entrant to this
service /industry has o un-

‘dergo orientation and basic

Uaining cousses al NIMC (The
National Inst ol Mass Comm).
coupled with on-the -Job-train-
ing Therealler there are stafl
courses at regular intervals
throughout a pérson's career;
cven while mpving up wverti-
cally aflter promotion The
technological side of this elec-
tronic medium I1s changing so
last that it Is impossible 1o

For

the degree of partiMpation
different farm sizes of house-
holds ete.

Rice Market Structure

it couid be gleaned from

report that the rice mar-
in Bangladesh grew

the
ket

- thicker over a

rriod two
decades or so. For exampile. as
compared to the early 1970s
Wwhen only 15 per cent of the
rice output used to find ways
into the market. the share
rose monotonically in succes-
sive years and in 1990, the
proportion shot up to nhowi 50
per cent. It may be nxw
here that during this period of
time, Bangladesh witnessed
surge in the adoption of irriga-
tion-led medern technology
that more than doubled output
per unit of land. And part passu
the growth of output induced
by technological change. the
marketed surplus also in-
creased many folds. Tech-
nological change and growing
commercialization thus seem
lo wert hand in hand
Commercialization of rice
outpot also seemns to have un-
dergone radical changes.
Traditional notion holds that

only large farmers are gener-
ally commergial with substan-
tial participation in the market
while the those at the bottom
of [arm size strala are in gen-
eral subsistence and deficit
farmers. The report by
Shahabuddin and Zohir. using
data generated by Nuimuddin,
tells us a differeM story. It ap-
pears that all classes of farm-

o Bl\;[mﬁml

Whom the Rice

in non-progressive vil-
differ much
to the av-

Farias and beparics still

continue o be the prime -

source of the output marketed.
Their number went up by a
factor of 12 10 15 from a hittle
over 40 thousand in early
1970s. More than two thirds of
the output now is sold at the
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More
2 13 million
lons marketed in 1990 9 -
lion tons were marketed a
farm gate, This was less than
one-third in the late sixties.

Channels for Rice

Rice
predominated by an arsenal of

sinall scale paddy protessprs.
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n the Broadcasting Sector

The technological vide of this electronic medium is changing »so fast that it is impossible to render proper
service without frequent reorientation courves,

render propey sefvice without
frequent reornentalion courses

There are two regional
broadcasting institutions n the
Asia Pacific gone w look after
the development requirements
of the public broadcasting
networks in the member
countries. One is the ABU or
the Asig Pacific Broadcasung
Union, and the olher AIBD. the
Asia-Pacific Institute for
Broadcasl Developanent. The
ABU deals with the commeon
policy matlers of conunog in-
lerest Lo Lhe, members. while
the AIBD looks afler the train:
ing needs at the regional and
specialist levels.

Polh of these agencies are

based In Kuala
Batches ol

Lasrmpar (KL)
Bangladesh)
raineces are a regular [ ol
AIBD  entompassing all the
sectors of broadcasting pro
gramme, engineering. man
agement and news. A very
large number of RB and BTV
stall have been trained up by
AIBD at KL and also at the
home bases. Members of ABU
serid high level delegates 1o
the annual conlerenve of the
ABU and w the ABL seminars
apad sy uposia

Hence Lhe raining and de-
velopment inpuls are
cuough lor the broadcasters.
The problem is elsewhere.
Both radio and tLelevision

broadcasting are state con-
irolled  Therefore the pro-

TV production houses are
coming up slowly in Dhaka,
encouraged by the audio-visual
demands of the NGOs for the
production of documentaries,
many of which are screened
abroad by the foreign NGOs or
donor agencies.

Nowadays, the traditional
chemical-film camera is being

and state patronisation from
tme o Ume ([does BTV accept

‘ sulside locally produced TV

programmes excluding the
commercials?)

The local electronic sup-
port services have o be care-
fully looked into in the devel-
oping countries (DCsj. The test
cquipment are expensive, and
Lhese cannot be used without
proper in-depth training. Seo
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reasons.
inventory control.
which is linked to foreign ex-
change: lrained servicemen
armed with proper

ization projects
The invasion, and popular-

ity. of sate broadcasting in
the countries came
at cyclonic speed Before the
century is oul. muliti-media is
likely 10 beconw a commercial
reality and may overtake the

. DCs in the same manmer What
could be done locally now is at

Donor Countries Softening Stance towards Myanmar?

Minn Thu writes from Yangon '

AJOR donor countnes
M are  reviewing Lhetr

policy lowards Myan:
mar in view ol recent political
developments indicating a
change ol attitude of the ruling
military owing (o pressures
exeried by the international
comununmity

This became apparent in
successive visits last month of
senjor officials from Lthe West
and also from Asia. all of whom
showed Interest in renewing
cconomic tes with Myanmar.
one vl world's least developed
countnes (LDC)

Developments in the politi-
cal scene particulariv the two
inectings between top military
officials and detained opposi-
tion leader and 1991 Nobel
Prace laureate Aung San Su
Kyi. were believed to have con-
tributed 1o the initial success
of Mvanmar s efforts to im-

' prove its image abroad and

goodwill ol donor
.

earn, the
courniries.

For the first time since the
1988 coup semor oflicials
fromi the United Stales,
Germany and Britain wvisited
Myanmar to discuss economic
cooperalion,

Major donors suspended

all aid and loans to this country
of 45 million after the Scpt
I8, 1988 coup because of dis-
over the way the

salisfaction

ruling military handled the
pro-democracy movement and
because of its alleged human
nght vioclatons.

The intermational commu-
nity has been applying external
pressure on Myanmar. de-
manding the release of Ms. Su
Kyi and other political de-
tainees. and the speedy trans-
fer of power to the civilian
government composed of
those duly elected in the May
27. 1990 polls.

The West. ahalyvsts ob-
served. slightly changed its
hardline approach and strategy
towards Myanmar when Senior
General Than Shwe. chairman
of the State Law and Order
Restoration Council (SLORC),
and Secretary | Khin Nyunt
heid two meetings with Ms Su
Kyi for the first time since her
detention in July 1989. The
ineetings were held last Sept.
20 and Oct. 28

"Malicious  accusations.
pressu=s and coercion were
reduced W some extent as the
country achieved more politi-
cal and ecunnmic stability”,
said Lt. Gen. Nyunt

The visiting diplomats re-
garded the meetings between
the military and Myanmar's
number one political detainee
4s a welcome development and
conveyed their strong interest
in issues of critical concern.
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addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Political fatwa!

S5ir, The main opposition
party appears to be vacillating
alL a critical perfod of its exis-
tence. IL Is completely ignor-
ing feedback from the re-
sponding majority public
opinion as appearing in the
media (go back to.the parlia-
ment), and is feeling smug and
self-righteous in its mgnoma-
niac view that the party In

" power has to be brought down

by hook or by crook. It has
abandoned its previous stand
of fair election mechanism and
has openly and publicly come
up with a single one-point plan
of bringing down the present
government. Other smaller
(opportunist!) parties are tak-
ing the cue from this environ-
ment of picking up the
cruimbs,

The motivation is wrong
and the instability is being en-

couraged by enemies(!) of the

country, who will certainly
lake advantage of the situation.
We have to start all over from
zero once again, thanks to the
quality of our’peripatetic lead-
ership.

It is high ume to discourage
such myopic leadership. Now
we have political fatwas!

A Husnain
Dk

Sir, According 1o the
weather forecast, this year will
see Lhe severest of cold waves
in years. Already 13 people
have died of the sweeping cold
wave in the northern parts of
the country. The number may
not be alarming but it will

surely increase with another
cold spell. The victims are

The West seemed to

change approac
and strategy after military leaders held two meetings

its hardline ch

with political detainee Aung Su Kyi for the first time.

especially human rights, de-
mocraiization and counter-
narcotics.

The deputy minister of
Germany's federal minisiry of
finance. Jurgen Echternach,
arrived here Nov. | to discuss
economic cooperation and

business opportunities. His .

visit followed that of Jurgen
Staks. counsellor fjrst class
and head of the sout Asia
division of the German foreign
ministry. |

The United States sent
Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State for Asia and Pacific
Alfairs Thomas Hubbard;:
Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State for Democracy. Human
Rights and Labour Affairs
Nancy Ely-Raphel. Internatio-
nal Narcotic Matters Bureau
Asia Programmes Division
Chief Douglas Rasmussen: and

National Security Council stafl

member Eric Schwartz.

The American delegation.
during a three-hour meeting
on Nov. | with Lt. Gen, Nyunt,
‘cordially and frankly dis-
cussed improving relations,
development trend of
Myanmar's political and eco-

nomic conditions, progress in

drug abuse control. prospects o

for cooperation between the
two countries and human
rights”, according to the state-
run media.

cess of political reconciliation.
including substantive dialogue
with Ms Su Kyi. her release
and that of other "prisoners of
conscience’, and a political
process that genuinely permits
people’'s participation, analysts
quoted™r Hubbard as saying.
The American official indi-
cated that the US wanted to
see more constructive rela-
tions but made it clear that
significant improvement in is-
sues of concern was necessary
if there was to be meaningful

_progress in bilateral relations,

they said.

"We pointed out that failure
to move forward on these crit-
ical issues of concern will lead
to further restriction in our
political and economic ties.®
diplomats quoted Mr Hubbard
as saying at a press conference
in the Thai capital of Bamﬂmk'.
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mainly from the poor and de-
prived section of the society.
Unldee us who look upon win-
ler as the best part of the year
they regard it as a curse.
Winter brings for them untold
miseries and augments their
sufferings. For us who are very

-sufficiently equipped to face

winter the cold poses no
threats but for those who can-
not even afford to purchase a
blanket or a quilt to fight the
biting cold, winter is a night-
mare. Even In the capital after
dark we can find thousands of
homeless people lying on the
pavermnents-shivering.

Our governunent cannot
provide some assistance to
these poor souls by distribut-
ing blankets, quilts and other
necessary Items. The opposi-
tion parties can also play a vital
role too. All we hear from the
political leaders of our country
.re promises which are devoid
of any true commitment.

Al present the political sit-
uation of the country is in a
disastrous condition. The
whole nation as a resylt of this
political impasse is moving to-
wards an utter hopelessness. |
really find it amazing how self-
centered Lhe politiclans of this
country are. They announce

massive agitation programmes
to realise their demands but
when it comes to solving sgme
problems facing the poor peo-
ple they seem to loose all in-
lerest. Most of the politicians

of our country. apparently, are
interested in what serves their

purppse. This is outrageous.

Why don't we have a mas-
sive programme to save the
countless people from the
sweeping cold wave? Such a
programme should not be ex-
pensive. If the government and
the oppaosition parties can af-
ford to waste millions in cam-
paigning., they can jolly well
spend a small portion of that
to lessen the miseries faced by
the ordinary people. The
question s, why should is sin-
gle life be lost due to the in-
tense cold wave? The blame is
not only on the government
but also on the opposition par-
ties who are at present causing
inconceivable damage to the
country by their preposterous
agitation programmes. [f the
opposition or the government
have any intention of gaining
public support, then they must
serve the people first.

Towheed Feroze
Dhaka Urniversity

Diplomats said Mr Hubbard.
who had "a serious business-
like and extensive talk on a
range of issues”. requested a
meeting with Ms Su Kyi but
this was turned down by the

military.

Analysts opined that the -

military naturally would not
want any oulsider to meet her
when the dialogue has just
started.

However, Lt. Gen. Nyunt
gave the assurance that dis-
cussion with Ms Su Kyi were
held on the basis of mutual re-
spect and that these meetings
would continue. )

The SLORC secretary also
told Mr Hubbard that an
agreement would soon be
signed with the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) on its role with regard
to political prisoners and as-
sured the American official
that approval of prison visits
would be forthcoming.
Myanmar home affairs minis-

ter, Lt. Gen. Mya Thinn, held.

tallkes with the regional repre-
senlative of the ICRC, David

Delapraz. on Nov 3.

The visit of US officials fol-
lowed a policy review to pur-
sue American interests more
directly and mere actively

through talks with the
But the
US also warned of

less positive developments
should its "conditions” for re-
newing bilateral ties were not
met. .
When the new American
charge daffairs. Marilyn A
Meyers., called on Lt Gen.
Nyunt on Oet. 27, official me-
dia reported that she “spoke of
improving bilateral relations.”
Then came Assistant
Undersecretary for South
Southeast Asia David
the British Foreign Common-
wealth Office. who called on Lt
Gen. Nyunt and “discussed
promotion of friendly relations

and bilateral trade.” official

media reported. — Depthnews
Asin

OPINION

Why Not a’No Winner-No

- Loser' Game ?
Kazi A Latif '

Bangladesh is possibly fac-
ing the worst political crisis of
all times. It appears that a 'title
bout’ is in progress in the po-
litical arena of the country
between the ‘title-holders' (the
ruling BNP) and the
‘challenger’ (the AL). The
‘challenger’ maintains that the
country is under a ‘corrupt’,
‘vole-dacoit. inefficient’ lead-
ership_and that it cannot be
tntstcti to supervise the next
general election. On the other
hand. the titleholder rejects
that claim saying that it has got
a ‘'mandate’ from the people to
rule for five years, supervise a
general election and hand over
power to the winner. So far it
was a debate. but now it has
turned into an open fight and
the common people are watch-
ing — some wilth horror being
worried about the future of
the country. and others with
amusement counting plus and
minus points of both.

Two rounds of the ‘bout’ are
already over (Ninian round and
Resignation round] and it now
appears that the parties are
perhaps preparing for the final
round which may be called
knock-out round .

Many political observers beé-
lieve that the most likely solu-
tion could be acceptance by
both the parties of the no
winner no loser principle
This can be achieved perhaps

by giving authority to the
President to run the country
during the interim period of |
six to eight weeks through
Advisors to bee appointed by
him applying his best judge®
ment and in consultation with
the political parties repre-
sented in the Sangsad. Such
persons shall not contest in
the election.

This idea is in no way new,
but under the changed context
it shouid be worthwhile giving
a fresh thought to it. The
President is verv much a part
of the administration. being
the number one person in the
protocol. and the Prime
Minister governs on behailfl of
the President. In such a case.
it will be grateful to handover
power to the President. rather
than to a 'neutral. non-party
third person’. Of course. this
will require amendment of the
constitution which the ruling
party has to accept. If we anal-
yse it further it will be ev
that neither party will be a
tal loser or total gainer. but
both will be on the same foot-

ing
However., I both the

contestants vow to play the
game to the finish, we may
find both knocked out' and
before the referee can fAnish
counting upto ten. a ‘third
player may be in the ring to
declare himsell winnet!

-

(=




