BORI D FAAM &

¢ | New Eskaon Road, Dhaka
Phone: 416108, 833617

* 1, Municipal :
Noor Ahmed Road. Ohi

VOL. V NO. 1 REGD. NO. DA 781

e — S —— .

Inside Today

i

Article

For Whom the
Rice Market Rings
by Abdul Bayes '
Page 4

International

'S wants India.
» Pakistan to sign NPT,
renounce N-arms
1N renews sanctions
on Iraq

Page 5

Business
335 BSCIC industrial

units sick
| Page 6

Supplement

Today's 16-page issue
of Che Thuly Star
includes a 7-page

supplemént on the
fourth founding
annmiversary of the
newspapoer :

‘Metropolitan
Dhaka Day by Day

|

|

|

Expn!-ﬁng the Beauty
of Things on Canvas
Ry 5 3

. ; - T I
- P TIN s & - F
[

PM attends
BDR dinner

Prime: Minister Begum
Khalcda Zia last night attended
a‘dinner hosted by the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR).on the
occasion of s bicentennial
crelebration. Ministers, mem
bers of Parliament. diplomats
high civil and milltary oflicials
amdl lormer director generals
of BDR also attended the din
mer. A spectacular tattoo show
was presented by BDR on the
eccasion. reports BSS
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trains collide

| At least 100 people were feared killed and about 300 injured as two

er

trains collided head-on at Hilly station in Dinajpur last night in one of the worst
train accidents in the country, reports UNB.

Cotinpneiyeatiog Minl:-itr}r
sources su lar conlirmed 21
deaths.

Fhe accident occurred

whein Khulna-bound "Simaiia
Express lrom Syedpur cra-
shed head-on with Parbatipur-
bound local train coming from

[ Rajban at about 945 pm.

Police and Bangladesh Ri-
fles have been sent 1o start
rescue operation: Relief trains
from Lalmonirhat. Parbatipur
and Pakshi rushed to the spot.

Communicalions Minister
Col {Rtd) Oli Ahmed instructed

voncerned auvthorities to give

coitipensation: for the vicums
il provide necessary medical

ireatment 1o the injured. Ol

prayed lor those killed and in-
jured in the accident.

Mostafa e-Jamil, Direcloar,
Public Relations of Raillway
Liivision lold UNB that a relief
train with medicine Jeft Pakshi
at 11 prh for the spot, .

He could not give the casu
alty ligure as he said Railway
officiats ‘at Hilly and adjacent
Panchbibl stations could not be
contacted, Possibly, they 1t.d
fled after the accident, Jamil
adkded,

Jamil said two engines and
four compartments were dam:
aged. Engine and three bogies

of the local train and the
engine and one compartment

of the express train were badly

damagex], 8
The express train migin

have entered into the Wrong
irackK” and slamimed the local

train standing at the statjon
reports said

Maost ol Lhe casualties per:
haps uecurred from the local
train whose engine and three
compartments skidded off the
track.

TESTING TIME
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Anxious parvots wsil yesterday on Lhe

roand outside Lhe ldeal School at Motijheel while their wards

#il for admission tests inmide
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PM shocked

Prime Minister Begum Kha
teda Zia has expressed deep
shock and profound grief at
the loss of lives in the tragic
train accident at the Hilly Sta-
tion of Dinajpur district last
night. reports BSS

In a condolence message,
the Prime Minister expressed
her sympathy (o the members
ol . the bereaved families and
prayed for the #lernal peace
of the departed souls

JP brings out

procession -

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders and activists of the
Jativa Party brought oul a pro-
cession [rom Asad Gate and
paraded different city streets
vesterdav :

Folice intercepted the pro-
cessionists when they reached
Hotel Sonargaon as part of
their programme (o press de-
mand for holding general
rlections under a caretaker
government . .

The party then held a rally
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JP secretary general Khaledur
Rahman Titu and Juba
Sanghati leader Satfur Rahman

Central Jeaders Moudud
Ahmed and Kazi Zafar Ahmed
also participated in the pro
ression. A procession of the
Jatiya Mahila Party joined

them at Sobhanbagh

Dr Kamal for

'
nat'l govt to

resolve crisis

MIYILVIBAZAR Jan 13 Ga
o Forum president Dr Kamal
Hossain Loday suggesied the
hrmuhon ol a national govern
tmen L hironagly comsenisus of all
jailitical parties o resolve the
Cuwrrent political crisis, reporis
1IN

Hesignation of Opposition
MPs was pot the correct way
o lind soluton of the dead
lock. rather it deepened the
(rimie, Divr Kamal said while
addressing a public mesting sl
the Kulaura rest  house ground

here Wi the allernoon.
The Gano Forum leader

hlamed both the ruling party
and the Opposition for gee-
peaing (he crisis by sticking o
Lheir respective stances with-

oul Uying o hanyner out a so-
ution across Lhe table

o complicale the siluation by
resigning from  Parliament.
Mevre now looking for ways
10 retuwrn o the House.” he
mabc ]

Referring to the Prime
Minister's December 29
speech. Dr Kamal said the cur-
rent situation could have been
avoided had she delivered the.
speech just a day earlier

Dissolve JS for

polls: Jamaat
By Staff Correspondent

The Jamaat-e-Islami yes-
terday reiterated its demand
for dissolution of Parllament
and holding general elections
onder a neulral caretaker gov-
ernment.

Addressing a rally at the
north gate of Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque the Jamaat
leaders also accused the

ernment of resorting to
dally tactics in accepting Lhe

resignation of the opposition
MPs.

Presided over by party's city
unit ameer ATM Azharul Islam,
the rally was addressed by
Sheikh Aser All, Jasimuddin
Sarker and Abu Taher Moha-
mmad Masum

mr-llyn-m:m

was brought oul. The proces-
sionists returned to the north
gate after parading Gulistan,
Purana Paltan and

Road and dispersed thete *
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accident
- near Pabna

Eight people were killed
and 35 Injured in road mi-
shaps near Pabna and In Siraj-

| Ranj yesterday. reports UNB.

Seven people were killed
and 30 others wounded when
a bus fell into a road side diich
At Punduria in Santia thana, 65
kilometers from Pabna town
yesterday.

Witnesses and palice sald
the Eureka Paribahan bus
skidded off the Bogra-Nagar-
bari highway and tumbled into
the 30 teet-deep ditch at about
4 mu while trying to give side
to 2 Dhika-bound coach. The
bus left Pabna for Sirajganj at
about 2 pm.

Five of the seven passengers
who died on the spol were
identified as: Md Abu Shamah.
42. of Karmaja village and
Abdul Majld. 32. of Bonogram

_See Pape 8 Col |
Crux of the
Crisis

Star Report

The nevoliations for resolv-
ing the current political i
passe did not make any head
way since the ruling party was
still insisting ona solution uh-
der consututional ramework
while the Opposidion demands
required. amendments to the
Constitution. sources con-:
cerued said yesterday

Ruling party sources said
that the BNP high command
was stiill in favour of a political
solution under constitutional
provisions even il the' Prime
Ministey siepped down ahead
of the next general elections

The BNP Is ready to imple-
ment the proposal of Common
wealth emissary Sir Ninian
Stephen who suggested a 10-
memnber interim cabinet — five
cach from that two sides —
under Begum Rhaleda Zia. one
senior feader said yesterday
He said that

See Page 8 Col 5
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The Election Commission
(EC] is unlikely to complele
the gigantic task of issuing
identity cards to nearly six
crore cligible voters In the
country prior to the next gen-
eral elections, If held earlier
than scheduled, according to
cominssion sources.

Although the Jatlya Sangsad
passed a Bill in December last
providing lor legal compulsion
for the voters to use ID cards
lo elect their representatives
in Parlament or the local gov-
ernment bodies. the authori-
ties _are now convinced (hat
Implementation of the new
sysiem was not possible in Lhe
immediate future. EC ollicials
are. however, oplimistic abeourt

e

ID cards unlikely if early
elections held

By Nazmul Ashraf

the completion of distributioin
of ID cards among the volers
for using those in the next
general electiopns. If held s
per schedule in February next
year.

Against the backdrop of
widespread speculation (hat
the presént Parliament may
not get to complete its full
term. and also to cover up for a
lapse on the part of the Law
Ministry while pushing th
rough the EC Bill during the
last session of the Jatlya Sa-
Dgsad. the President signed an
Ordinance earlier this week.
The Ordinance kept in abe-
vance the effectiveness of the
new EC Bill regarding the 1D
cards until the issuance ol the

No scope to reconsider

resignations : Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiefl Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the
was no scope (o reconsider thye
resignations of the opposition
members from Parlilament.

“The present Parliament
must be dissolved and elec-
tions must be held under a
neutral caretaker govern-
ment.,” Hasina said while ad-
dressing a rally at Hazaribagh
Park in the old part of city

The rally was held prior to
the start of a podajitru as part
of the oppeosilion programme
o press home the demands
lor dissolytion of Parliament
and holding general elections
under a caretaker government

The Awami League Jativa
Farty and Jamaat-c Islami
brought out processions in the
city from Wednesday and the
AL will stage another yatra
tomorrow from the Biswa Road
under Sabujbagh thana to press

name for Rhone-Poulenc
pharmaceutical companies in the world.

—

for the demaind

Sheikh Hasina said the pre
senl Parlament has only 147
members after the resignation
of 147 opposition MPs and
death of four others: "It 15 now
A minority Parliament and it
has no legitimacy.” she said

Hasina sald the opposition
members resigned from
Parliament since they were not
allowed to speak about tlie
fovernment's failure to check
the prices of agricultural i
puts. terrorism in educational
institutions. corruption by the
ministers agnd closure ol indiis-
trial units.

Referring to the Prime
Minister's announcement of
quitling power 30 days before
elections. Hasina said she (PM)
agreed to resign when time
ran oul.

Hasina, however. called

See Page 8 Col 6
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cards Is actually completed,
sdld oflicials of the Law and
Parliamentary Allairs Ministry
andthe President's Secre
tariat. The Ordinance would
come in the form of a gazefir
nolification shortly, said i
official of the President s Sec
retariat, adding that it weuld
also call for ratification by
Parliament,

The process ol strengthen
ing the EC and introducinge the
D) carcks lor the voters worild
conlinue as usial. a Law
Mirtnstey-ollic ial fnsisted.

Talking to The Daily Star.
another otliclal of the ministry
achimitled a lapse on its part in
the EC BUl. passed by arlia-
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Nasim urges PM to
® r. |
accept Hasmna's
proposal

Forme: I'-J[ll'lt!-.‘jrnﬂll Chiel
Whip Mohampiwd Nasim yes
terday: urged Prime Minister
Begiim i s government 1o ¢
cept Sheikh Hasina s latest
proposal lor i carefaker gov-
erinment (4 itsell lrom
political death

The: ruling party should
know that the Awami League
ane other opposition parties
will not joun elections under
the BNP governnent in any
WL b iy situation” e
toled TINB Lystrmighi

Fhe arssesrtect 1t

Sl M

O Tt
pronise will be muade on this
gquestion: Tlie BNP musl take
s decision heeping this in
patnd

Nasimi, who had tilks with
Ciitel ' Whip Khandaker Delwar
Hossain on Wednesday. said he
does not know of any response
fron: the povernment side to
Hasina's new proposal.

O Janmary 10, the Awami

See Page 8 Col 8.
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