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US plans int'l drive
terrorism

WASHINGTON. Jan 12 The
US government s planning a
wheole series cooperative ven.
tures  against crime and ter
rorisim in the coming year
Undersecretary of State Peler
Tarnolf said Wednesday. re

ports AP
"These are matters ol
common interest that the

United States has with many
countries around the world.”
he told reporters. But he
quickly added that “there is
nothing Islam-specific about
our overall concerm and pol-

ey’

A trial began
Monday of 12 men including
Sheik Omar Abdel Ralunan. an
islamic religious leader. on
charges of planning a religious
war of terrorism against the
United States. Proseculors say
they planned to blow up tun-
nels under the Hudson River
to New York City

Tarnofl sald international
cooperalion on crime and ler-
rorism is increasing. and he
hooped it would increase fur
Uher.

The (Clinton) administra-
tion is contemplating. .. -a whole
series ol cooperative ventures
bilaterally and multilaterally
around the world with respect

in New 'I"’urt'

Lo imernational terrarism bt
alse internavonal crime.” he
st |

Tarnall did not give any de
talls of the anti-crime efforts
planned by the adnunistraton

He said the administration
respects lslam as one of the
worid s great religions

“When Islam or any other
religion or any other move-
ment adopls a pelicy of vio
lence and lervorism. we op
pose it.” He wenl on

Tarneofl said the US gov
ernment also opposes lerror-
ism by Kurds in eastern
Turkey. Kurds ahd Turks are
both largely Mushim

“Al the same time, we hope
that it will be possible for the
government of Turkey Lo con
tinue (o explore ways (o In
crease its dialogue with re
sponsible members of (he
Kurdish community.”~ he

added.
‘And we have had some

concerns, as you know. with

the imprisonment of Kurdish
representatives in the Turkish

partiament but we have very

vigorously from the initiation
of (Kurdish) terrorisimn taken a
very strong stand against it !
Tarnoff said

Yemeni team calls off

visit to S Arabia

SANAA. Jan 12: A high-level
. Yemeni delegation called off a
visit to Saudi Arabia scheduled
for after a clash on
the border between the two
countries. officials here said.

reports AFP.

The was to have
paved the way for a trip to the
Saudi Kingdom by President
Ali Abdallah Saleh. The officials
sald he was due to travel on
Sunday, but that visit had now
also beeg called off.
~ The president and King
Fahd of Saudi Arabla discussed

sleps taken to contain the

" border incident during a tele-
phonic conversation on

anmed Yemenl tribesmen oc-

cupied a border post in the |

northeast of the country and
hoisted the Saudi flag. A clash
broke but with Yemeni border
police, who recovered the post
and ripped down the flag.
There was no official Saudi
comment on the incident.
Earlier, this month Yemen
and Saudi Arabla agreed 1o halt
military movements along
their disputed border and pull
their forces back [rom the
arca, following -a series ol

clashes

Yemen claims sovereignty
over Lhree Saudl provinces —
Najran, Jizan and Assir — as
signed to the kingdom under a
treaty Signed in 1934. Sanaa
argues that the treaty expired

in September 1992 and is op-
posed to renewing it.

Mubarak criticises Rabin
for war threat

CAIRO. dan 12¢ Egyptian “

President Hosni Mubarak on
Wednesday criticised Israeli
Prime Minisier Yitzhak Rabin
for calling on his country to
prepare for war in the long
term, reports AFFP.

'H is a very serious thing to
make threats of war. This is
what worries us about the ex-
tension of the Nuclear Non-
Prollferation Treaty” in April,
Mubarak said at the opening of
the Cairo Intermational Book
Fair. .

In a comment publtshed in
the Israeli dajly Haaretz on
Sunday, Rabin said the Jewish
state “should prepare itself for
" a war in the more or less long
term.”

Mubarak. quoted by the of-

@cial news agency Mena. said
F—-————-—- —

such remarks “worry us and
frighten the other countries
which want to sign peace ac-
cords” with Israel.

Il we seek peace, we must
discuss all aspects of peace.’

Mubarak said he regretted
such remarks. “especially as
they come [rom Rabin at a
Lime when we are seeking to
establish peace in the region ”

Egypt has threaténed not to
sign the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty if lsrael
refuses (o join up when it
comes up for renewal in April.

“It is hard for me as an
Egypuan citizen to agree to
sign this treaty without Israel
signing it. because public opin-
lon will demand that | account
lor my actions.” Mubarak said

{'hl"i'hl‘*n President Dzhokhar Dudayev (sitting) is

surrounded by bodyguards on Wednesday during a hastily
arranged press conference held in a village some 10 kma

west of Grozny

— AFP photo

First US fuel shipment
leaves for DPRK

* YOCHON (South Koreg), Jan
12: A tanker left Thursday car

| rying the Nrst US shipmemt of

fuel oil e Neorth Korea
promised under an agreement
in which the North is 1o dis
mantle its nuclear reactors,
reports AP

The Chinese-flag Da Qing
94 Jeft with 24 000 tons ol
heavy oll. A second. Liberian-
fag tanker was to follow, but
was delayed by engine trouble

Under a wide-ranging
October 21 agreement almed
al ending woarries over Neorth
Korea's suspecled develop-
ment ol nuclear weapons,
Washington pledged (o ship
50.000 tons of heavy oll 10 the
energy -deficient North within
three months.

We hope that the agres
ment can be fulfilled overall
not only in the area of supply-

ing subslitute energy. so that
peace will come 10 Lthe divided
Korean Peninsula.” National
Unification Board spokesman
Kim Kvung Woeng said in
Seoul

Kim said supplying oil to
the isolated North would en-
courage it to open up farther
o the outside world

In the nuclear agreemegt.
the United States also pledged
(0o . improve economic and
diplomatic relations with the
Nerth and prowvide it with two
modern nuclear reactors
worth 4 billion dollars

In exchange. Communist
North Korea agreed to freeze
and then dismantle its present
nuciear programume

On Monday, US Assistant
Secretary ol Slate Winston
Laord praised North Korea los
‘meticulous” fullillment of the
terms of the agreement Some
members of the new
Republican dominated US
Congress. however, have cnu
cised the pact, and hearings (o

review it are scheduled next
wee k
The new reactors which

produce less weapons grade
plutonium. will be financed by
an international consertium
including the Unied Siates
Japan and South Korea,
Working - leveld officials (rom
the Uhree countries were
meetling in Washingion this
week 1o work oul am agree-
ment ectting up the consor-
Uum. called the Korea Eanergy

Development Organisation
In addition to the first
shipment «f 50 000 ons. the

US-Nonh Korean deal callis lor
Washington 10 supph
tons of heavy otl in 1995 and
200.000 toans annually there-
alter 1o fuel conventional
power plants in the North un-
ti! the new nuclear reactors
are coimpictied in 2003

e United Stales bought
the oil for the first shipment
iros Honam Oil Refinery Co.. a
US-South Korean joint venture
that includes America’'s Caltex
lor 4.5 million dollars

The shipment was delaved
by a standoff over the North's
downing of a US Army heli
vopter that straved into its
airspace in December

Internationa| e — — s ————————————
Death rate from breast cancer drops
- almost 5 per cent in U

WASHINGTON. Jan |2 The
death rate from breasi cancer
in American women fell almost
% per cent between |988 and
1992 the largest short-term
decline in four dechdes fed
eral h¥alth officials said
Wednesday HBut the rate for
Mack women rose. reports AP

The bhiggest decline was
among white women in their
3w 408 and 50s whose death
raies fell B per cent to 9 per
et

While the overall death rate
wis laling 5.5 per cent among
white women. it rose 2 6 per
rent for black women.

There are 31 breast cancer
deaths per |00 000 bjack
wormen compared with 26 per
100 000 among white women
carh year

Dr Samuel Broder director
of the National ( ancer
nestituly. said "Breast cancer
4 another exampie of a discase

| 30.000

agains: which there is a differ
ential course ol progress in our
socCiety .

Minority death rates are
also higher for prostate
cancer. cervical cancer.  dia-
betes. hypertension, asthma.
fetal distress syndrome and
other discases he noted.

Despite the good news. we
are far from Satisfied We need
o make more progress against
breast cancer in all women ”
said Broder :

Donna E Shalala. the US
secretary of health and human
services. said "These findings
overall are encouraging.’

But she added. "It's impor-
tant to remember how far we
still have 1o go in confrofiting
hreast cancer We do not know
if this trend will hold for the

lonmg term.’
Fran Visco president of the
NMational Breast Cancer

Coalition amnd a breast cancer

DHAKA FRIDAY JANUARY 13, 1995

survivor. said. 71 hope it's
true
But it should noit

‘overshadow the fact we don't
know how 10 prevent the dis-
case or how 10 cure it yet’~
Visco- sasd

"Breast cancer without
question is the discase women
fear most.” said Visco. "M has
genelic components. You really
dong know if your diagnosis
means your daughters and
granddaughters are at in-
creased risk S

Breast cancer strikes
182 000 women in the United

States each year and kills

46 000

The statistics pointing to a
downturn in the death raie
came from the National Cancer
Institute and the Natiomal
Centre for Health Statistics.

The 4.7 per cent drop in
the breast cancer death rate
between 1989 and 1992 was

Govt-rebel ceasefire in Mexico

reach first anniversary

\ TRINITARIA Mexicn

i [ Acroms a length of yel
rew (winwe ol aide the village s
rolonnaded town hall oppos

g groups of peasants stared

and waited for howurs In a
standof! that reached netther

climax nor resolution. reports
AP

The confrontation eon
Werddnwsdlay the eve of the firsi
anniversary ol the govern

el » crancfire with peasant
hae werd rebwls, s one of hall a
ey In revend Il.“ that I"ll!
the conflict In the
ef C hlapas hovers by
twewn war and peace

irate harw

al gl

i

new  government ol
Hresiudent Ernesto Zedilbo and
the Zapalistia National
Liberation Army rebwels have

adde overtures. butl show no
immediate signs of entering
i

Many Mexicans lear vio
e could erupt at any meo

il as long as reither side
sifs dowi: &l the bargaining
tabie 1o establish a permanent

e

........

¢ o

In the recent incidents
soine peasants emboldened by
the guerilla revolt have tried 10
seide conirel ol local govern
menis while ofher peasants
have rallied to defend the au
thoritbes

We will declare this a town
in rebellion aalkl Hosende
fitherrez Juarerz a leader of
about 300 poor peasants who
falled Frarly Wedniesday (o seize
La Trinitartia s town hall 32
miles (50 kilometres) south of
the southern Chiapas city of
( eritan

A roughly equal number of
ppOriere of Mexico's I’l..l,“.l];ﬂ
party blocked that bid hning
up around the bullding with
just 1O et (3 metres) and the
yellpw siring separating the
W sides

Neither group pudged In
the course of the day, cooking
rice and chicken as the hours
W (1) .

(Wtavio, a supporter of { b

ruling Institulional Revolul
joipary Party was among Lhe
. lown hall's delenders | dont

undersiand what they want.
he said fanning himeelf with 3
siraw hat

temwarel hie oppoments

Among ot her demnands. 1his
werk § demonsirations have

been in support of Amado
Avendano | he '
politician who claimed he was
¢ heated of victery In
( hiapas gubernatorial election
lasi Aughasi

Avendano has proclatmed
himasell hegd of & “Transttion
Hebelbhon™ that

( rvernment in
has (he open backing of the
:",uln:llﬂal

Une allempted town hall

Lakeover turned deadly

About 300 peasants stor
med the town hall
Chicomuselo on Tuesday

touching off violence that
police chief. his
depuly, lwo peasant activisis

killed t(he

and three ather

prnplr

Peasants held that building for
about |3 hours before police
drove them out with tears Bas

Al hiillets

and meotioning

opposition

the

of

_-.q;-"‘--

Workmen stand outside a 30 foot deep sinkhole that appeared in a busy st '

rescued with minor injuries by a resident of the area.

Industry, a
suburb east of downtown Los Angeles early Wednesday. A motorist drove into the hole but was

— AFP photo *

India reopens
mission in
Kabul soon

NEW DELHI. Jan 12: India
IS reopening its embassy in
Alghanistan. one year after it
was closed because of heavy
fighting and the shelling on
many diplomatic missions. a
senior foreign ministry official
said Thursday, reports AP.

But no date has been fixed
for sending diplomats to Kabul
because it was still not clear
whether the city was safe
¢nough, said the official. who
spoke on condition of
anonymity.

The decision to reopen the
Kabul mission comes at a tilne
» when Pakistan is sending its

ambassador back to Kabul this
week

While India has remained
neutral in the struggle be-
tween the nine Islamic fac-
tions for control of Kabul.
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. chief of
the biggest rebel faction, has

often accused New Delhi of
backing the government of
President Burhanuddin
Rabbani.

India’'s archenemy, Pakistan
backed Hekmatyar for years
but now says its neutral 'in
Afghanistan.

Since a civil war erupted
after the fall of President
Najibullah's communist gov-
ermment in 1992, at least
17.000 people have been
killed in Kabul and much of
the city has been reduced to
rubbie.

- Almost every country closed
down their missions in Kabul
last year when the heavy fight-
ing broke out in January. But
since then. some Islamic
countries. including Saudi
Arabia and Iran, who support
one or the other group in
Alghanistan have sent rheir
diplomats back.

Alcohol and Pork Show

Sarajevo: Everyday at noon
the bells of the Catholic
Cathedral toll. followed by
those of the Orthodox Church
areund the corner. A few
minutes later. the muezzin
irom the minaret of the
Bascarsija mosque calls the
laithful to prayer

I contrast 1o elsewhere In
war-ravaged Bosnia, the spirit
ol tolerance that defined cos-
rwopolitan Sorajevo before the
war persists among the
Muslims, Serbs and Croats who
still live here,

Were one o take the
Serblan press at its word,
Sarajevo, the Bosnian capital,
it the headquarters for the
Muslims' Jihad. the “holy war”

that Bosnlap mujahedin
(freedom fighters) are al-
legedly waging against

Christianity. In Serb propa-
ganda. echoed by the European
press in milder lorms. Bosnian
Muslims are bullding an
Islamic state, a strategic out-
post from which Middle
Eastern fundamentalists can
pefietrate western Europe.

Although the two-and-a-hall
year war has altered Sarajevo's
ethnic composition, flooding it
with Muslim refugees while
triggering an exodus of Serbs
and Croats. the different peo-
ples of this besieged city still
cling almost dogmatically to
the ideal of a multi-religious,
multi-cultural society.

The Muslim-led govern-
ment has written multina-
tionalism on its flag, holding
our against international pres-
sure to accept a truncated
Muslim state. But with Bosnian
army forces floundering on the
battiefield and the government
increasingly isolated., a reli-
glous-oriented ethnic national-
ism is slowly emerging as an
alternative (o secular democ-

Jtons

racy

In Bosnla the fall of com-
munism f[ollowed by war
opened Lhe way for a religious
renaissanoe within the Muslim

community. just as it did for
the other religious denomina-
throughout former
Yugoslavia. Yet the role thaf re-
ligion has played in the polii-
cal process has varied greatly
from country to country.

In Serhia., the Eastern
Orthodox Church backed na-
tionalists' plans for a greater
Serbla from the beginning.
Orthodox priests and bishops
travel regularly to the front to
bless Bosnlan Serb soldiers be-
fore battle. On television,
Patrtarch Pavle. the Church's
mehest cleric, urges the in-
lernationally-isoluted Bosnlan

Scrbs 1o press on in their
"fefence of God and
Fatherland.” ’

The Catholic Church In
overwhelmingly Catholic

Croalia maimains close rela-
tions with the conservative na-
tionalist, government of
Fresident Franjo Tudyman. In

- Bosnia, where about 800,000

Croats lived before the war,
the Catholic hierarchy is split

hetween liberal and nationalist

witigs. Lhie laller upﬂlﬂj" backed
the '1993-94 war of Bosnian
Croat exiremists against the
Muslims.

In Bosnia-Herzegovina,
where Muslims make up al-
most half the population, Islam
does not have the status of a
national religion rior are many
people in favour of giving it
such status.

On Sarajevo’'s streets, evi-
dence of Islamic orthodoxy is
hard to find. High heels and
colourful miniskirts are the
fashion, alcohol flows freely
and pork is available in the

shops

L]

we look like muja-

hedin? laughs 27-year-old
Muslim lawyer ‘Aida Alibabic.
whose Croatian finance serves
in the Bosnian government
army. “Some Ayatollah from
{ran was here a few weeks ago.
He left terribly disappointed
because he really believed he
was visiting an Islamic state.”

I

Bosnia

and

Up the Claims of Jihad

committee. “If a ban on alcohol

‘were proposed. | could veto it.

But there's no-one suggesting
that anyhow.”

in coritrast to the aggres-
sive fundamentalist Islam in
the Middle East. Bosnian Islam
is temperate and Western-ori-
ented. This (tradition is a le-

Battle for Bosnia

Herzegovina

In.the Muslim-led govern-
ment, Serbs and Croats have

permanenlt 'seats in the
Bosnian leadership. “There's
no way that Islamic decrees
could be enacted.”. explains Ivo
Komsic, i. Croat and member
of the Bosnian presidency, the
state’'s highest

executive -

of the Ottoman Empire.
u whose comparatively le-
nient rule part of the region's
Slavic population, now the
Bosnian Muslims, converted to
Islam.
Tolerance and the experi
ence of centuries-long coexis-
tence with other peoples in

today part of the Bosnian iden-
tity. Most Bosnian Muslims are
secular. non-practising
Muslims and proudly refer to

. themselves simply as Bosnian.

"' grew up in a building
with Serbs. Croats. Muslims
and even Jews,” ‘explains
Zlatan Nerevoic, a journalist
from the Sarajevo weekly Dani
"We were all so alike that |
didn't even really know what is
meant to be a Muslim until |
was older.”

But today, with nationalism

at fever pitch across the

Balkans. the Bosnian Muslims .

feel increasingly forced to de-
fine themselves in national and
religious terms. Many have be-
gun to take Islam more seri-
ously, attending mosque ser-

vices and vohintary religious
education classes. Arabic has
become a popular second lan-
guage to learn in high schools.
Cultural organisations such
as the intellectual-led Bosnian
Assembly. have made it their
task to define and encourage a
Bosnian national identity.

"We Bosnians are a special '

nation with our own unique
cultural identity, of which
Islam is one part,” explains
writer and Bosnain Assembly
president Alija Isakovic. "This
miust be s{rengthened if we
are Lo survive ™

Nationalist wvoices among
the Muslims are increasin
making themselves heard
danger of Bosnian fslam drifi.
ing in a fundamentalist direc-
tion came to light in 1993
winen Reis-ul-Ulema Musiafa
Ceric, Bosnia's highest Mus.im
authority, spoke out against
the sale of pork in Sarajevo.
Although he stopped short of
calling for its ban. isolated po-
fice units took the matter into
their own hands. confisces g
all pork in Sarajevo stores

The action prompted a pub-

lic outery and two days later
the meat was back on the
shelves. Ceric issued assur-
ances that he was speaking
only to the Muslim community,
although observers say that his
remarks opened the door for
the unauthorised raids.

Even eritics see Cerlc. a
graduate of the Chicago School
of Divinity. as a liberal, open-
minded figure. "Ceric would
never (ry to -outlaw pork
episode shows that this faction
exists. Although a minority,
they are in the police, the mil-
itary and even the political
parties.

A handful of Islamie merce-
naries from countries such as
Pakistan, Algeria and Saudi
Arabia have joined the Bosnain
army as volunteers.

“They're fanatics, but we're
no{ going {fo turn them away
either”, says government army
General Jovan Deviak, who
puts their total number at less
than 200. Other sources say as
many as 2,000 mujahedin
guerillas are fighting in the
mountains between Tuzla and

Sarajevo.

So far the Bosnian govern-
ment has shown no signs of
Ettnmmndatinn nationalist

hardliners. lis leadership re
mains stavumchly committed 1o
a Western-style democratic

state. But others argue that the |

West has abaridoned Boania
and that if 1 is te survive
Bosnia must allv itself more
closely with its friends in the
Islamic workd
Should the Bosnian Mushims
term in this divection, say the
democrals the West will havwe
only itsell to blame
(g Newos

Thius articke i written by

Pend Horkermnos, a US freedormay
jom irnualist hisevl i Rerlin

the biggest short-term decline
since 1950

Broder told the National
Cancer Advisory Board on
Tuesday that improved breasi
cancer lherapy and screening

A controversy is raging over
whether women under 50
nerd regular mamimograms.

in 1993. the National
Cancer [nstitute stopped rec-
ommending that women jn
Lheir 40s get regular mammo-
grams. saying theres no evi-
dence the X-rays save lives in
that age group Two studies
published W in the
Journal of the American
Medical Association supported
that advice.

But the American Cancer
Society and the American
Medical Association still
strongly vecommend that
women get a mammogram ev-
ery 12 or 24 months starting

it age 40

Drug found to

reduce risk
of heart failure

BOSTON. Jan 12 Adminis-
tering the drug Zofenopril
within 24 hours of a heart
attack and continuing it for six
weekhs can (educe Lhe risk of
heart failure or death. arcor

ding o a new study. reporis
Heuter

LZolenopril - made by Bristol
Myerrs '-mqnil*rh Lo is a ET[H" of
drug known as an Angiotensin
Converting-Enzyvime WACE) In

I;lriﬂﬂi bl vessels making

| _hole found

hibiter which opens con

it easier for blood to flow
through them
tests on | 556 volun
iters a team of Halan re
ararchers, led bw PDr Ellore
Ambrosiond of the University of
Bologna. lound that siy weeks
of drug treatment reduced the

rimkk of congestive heart lallure
by 48 per cenil compared with

in

volunlieers who receive a
jil acetn
The risk ol death was re

dueced by 25 per cent

Biggest black

MNICSON, Arizona, Jan 12
American and Japancse as
Lronomers hadve lound ewi
dence of the biggest black hole
ever, a massive object Lhe size
of aboul forty milhon ol our
suns spinning 29 million light
years from earth, reporis AFP.

The discovery was made
wilh telescopes lined up about
a third of the way around the
earth called a very long base
array radio telescope financed
by the National Scfence
Foundation

‘We think this is the best
evidence yet for a massive
black hole’ said James Moran
a scientist with the Harvard
Smithsonian Centre [os
Astrophysics who is working
on the project

“The "density inside is
greater by a factor of 50 than
any that have been found be-
fore.” he said

|

The 85 milliont dollar supes
telescope of 10 dishes strung
from the virgin islands to
Hawaii found what was be-
lieved to be a black hole a1 the

! centre.

Israel to get 50
more F-16s by
month end

JERUSALEM, Jan 12: lsraei
will have 50 surplus F-16
fighter planes from the United
States by the end of the
month, the air force says. re-
ports AFP.

_ All but two of the aircraft

aré already in the country,

Brigadier-General Amnon Ha-

rari announced Wednesday -
night. -

Israel is upgrading the on-
board communicatibns and
computer systéms before the
fighters become operation in a
new squadron by the end of
the year. -

These are 1979-1980 vin-
tage jets, but they flew very

few combat missions or simu-

lations.” said Harari. air force
equipment and logistics chief

"The havé the hest manoeu-
vrability in their force fleet.
We've assigned them to defend
the skies.®

Harari added that the air
force faces a budget shortage
of 660 million dellars by the
vear 2000 if it is to meet its
expansion goals.

Israel confirmed last year
that it was to lake delivery ol
several doren F-16 a/b "Ngh-
ting falcon™ planes [rom US

| stockpiles. starting from Jutly

lsrael. which receives | 8
billion dollars in annual US
military aid has US approval (e
buy 20 of the latest F-15
sirike eagle” jets in a two bil--

lion -dollar contract with an
option to Buy five mone

They are due for delivery In
1997.°*

The israeli air ferce, Lhe
biggest and most up to-date in
the Middle East. has some Té0
vombat atrcrafl. inchading nw
re than 200 F-16s and TS F
15 according o Tel Avivs Ja
ffee centre jor strategi’ stu

s



