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Cabinet Reshuffle

In a surprise move, Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has brought about a mqll‘.l?\t —
not — reshufile in her cabinet. portfe-
lios of ministers with two state minis-
ters have been swapped. What prompted the
Eemlcr to go for the move is not clear, so that it

s set rumours swirling around. Many of them
are just rumours no doubt. but some of the
speculations may not be without substance. One
such speculation links the changes with the
unstoppable rise in cereal prices.

_The government has been insisting that the
food reserve in the country is quite satisfactory.
The harvest of aman paddy too is good this year.
All these should have led to a fall in the prices of
cereals. Contrary to reason. however, rice is reg-
iste a consistent price rise.

If the prime minister s -move is aimed at
stemming the worsening impact of this unusual

rice hike. it cannot but be appreciated.

owever, we fail to understand if one man's de-
parture and his replacement by another can pro-
vide the magical touch needed for bringing about
the desired change. Without revamping the sys.
tem. mere changes of portiolios are not going to
add quality to her governance,

Yet Khaleda Zia seems to have acted very deci-
sively this time. Maybe, she really means business,
Known for her wont to shy away from cabinet
reshuffle. she seems to have done the best thing
she could under the circumstances. The ﬁ)rt-micr
has come out of limbo on this. Perhaps she now
realizes that a change in the cabinet is after all no
reflection on the ability of the government or any
weakness on its part. [t is a part ol the process, a
natural manifestation of the mechanics of cabinet
system. Through such occasional reshuflles gov-
ernments all over the world only reactivate the
functioning of the cabinet. It is a means to make
the government strong and effective. Can wg as
sume that the premier has seen the merits of
such moves?

Earlier our suggestions for cabinet reshuflles
fell on deaf ears. Now that she has shown her re-
solve, can we point out to her that there are ar-
eas, even more sensitive, requiring such
- changes? This will help improve her govern-
ment's ability to perform and deliver.

What a Pity!

What a pathetic commentary this reads like on
our failure tg take care of a minor detail that
stops a major survey operation for oil and gas in
the Bay from getting underway. The ship, Ross
Seal, hired by two foreign companies of ttish
and Dutch origins, at US dollars 30,000 per day,
is simply unable to begin work for no ter rea-
son than intruding fishing boats, trawlers and
their nets cast across the su area. Four pre-
cious days. out of 25-30 days' operational period,
the ship has been commissioned for, are already
lest. It evidently arrived in our port on 6 January
to a surprisingly non-greeting working condition.

This is a pity, for a host of reasons, not least of
which is lazing over an agreement duly signed
with foreign companies and being caught napping
despite the ringing wake-up call. Normally, as a
contracting party we were obliged to a stay ready
to the last detail with all the means at our coin-
mand as the host. Was a check-list kept. we ask
even that nursery book-type question; ause of
the utter absurdity of the lapse!

All that was initially needed to be done
from instructing. at the ground level. the owners
and operators of the assorted private sector ves-
sels to keep from ¢Re 2.5 km survey zone after
putt.ln% to the sea to cordoning them off with a
ring of some sparsely patrolling police parties.
Words about the no-entry zone would then have
got around in quick time. The rest could be easy.
routine vigilance,

The report in our newspaper reveals that as
many as twenty-five different agencies inclu

the [ead ministries were made aware of the need-

for a completely free movement of the survey
ship in the earmarked area. Apparently each saw
the other in the picture and stepped back.
Coordination was at best some paper-work.

We would ask for a Erpbe in the matter really.
Not just because of the embarrassment it has
caused to us but also note of the facts that:
(a) this is a serious bid for exploration of hydro-
carbon in the Bay after a lapse of 20 years: and (b)
the foreign companies' interest is traceable to
some hope-giving preliminary surveys they had
already carried out. .

Not Enough on Newsprint

The ‘government has done well to H waive
customs duty on imported newsprint to re-
duce it from 45 to 30 per cent on writing and
printing papers. The lowering of duty from 30 to
15 per cent for import of raw materials to the
domestic paper manufacturing sector also goes
down well with us. | ; :

The newspaper industry and the book publica-
tion business are heavily reliant on the Khulna
Newsprint Mill which has found it increasingly
difficult to cope with the growing demands from
both the areas. Supplies have been staggered and

the prices exorbitant. Imported newspapers
could not be a big help, either in stabilising and
rationalising the prices and improving the supply

position significantly. From such a stand-point,
the fiscal measures promise well; except-for the
fact that one has doubts about the KNM's capac-
ity to henefit from .the lower input prices and
then reflect these through productivity
and reduced selling prices. Moreover, it is the

only newsprint mill.

: "!Hm brings up the queéstion of VAT which re-
mains to the prices — and shall we say,
even affects supply — if we should take into ac-
count the rather prohibitive value added cost. So,
it is that we urge the government to withdraw
VAT from newsprint, and if possible, even from
other printing papers. '
- Why are we looking for this
ment at the risk of being dub
have to stay

referential treat-
d selfish? The
in business, commer-

rtage. .
Itis a earning from VAT on a s
the whole range of benefit the government
can derive from a stimulated publication industry.
The government should make its choice t
mgmmdmummm

e item -

HE Finance Minister
¢ announced
that  our foreign

rxchange reserve now amounis
to 35 billion dollars; that
means for each citizen ¢gf the

Joountry USE30 in available in

reserve. This is an amount
exceeding one-fifth of the in-
come per capita. For each
Bangladeshi, the amowunt In
reserve can buy 100 kflogram
ol rice from abroad. In fact i

could be good quality Thal rice. .

AL the standard consumption

«rate of 155 ounces of rice per

capita. per day, this is suff)-
cient 1o meet the lvodgrain

consumption needs through )

for the next seven
months of the year. within
which period. éxport carnings
would continue (o grow. for-
eign remittances would come
and therefore the already piled
up foreign exchange reserve
would be further replenished .
No goubt.
Minister is very happy. it is 2
very secure, sound and com-
fortable posittion. Who would
not like a situation of abun-
dance of dollars? However, the
question still remains: is #
good for the national econ-
omy? If an ordinary citizen of
the couniry can save 20 per
cent of his income on the av-
erage then investment will go
up and «ize of the equity mar-
ket, as it is today. will continue
to grow by leaps and bounds
and the national economy will
surely be on its way lowards
the path of sustained growth
ading to eventual prosperity
ol the nation
But it is not the same for
the national foreign exchange
reserve. The huge reserve of
US$ 3.5 billion imply that

&

i

Dollar Abundance — is it Good?

Acecumulating foreign exchange reserves emerging recessionary

reluctant. Opportunities remain
ward at the same speed as the dollars pile up in the accounts of the Bangladesh Bank.

vices. The number of cars.
consumer  durables and other
such consumer goods and ser
vices, basically satisfying typi-
cal middle class aspirations.
require a very limited amount
of foreign exchange because
the vast are 100 poor

setiing up many more manu-
lacturing enterprises The jor
eign exchange shortage. as a
constraint to development.

Quantitative Example

The inadequacy of such
growth inducing import de-
mand can be assessed better
through some quantitative ex-
ample For a garment factory. a
leather shoe manufacturing
establishment and similar
other labour-intensive enter-
prises, if the average unit value
of imported machineries and
equipment amounts to US$
250 000. then the present

foreign exchange reserve
means that 14 000 enterprises
which could have been set up
did not come on stream. That
means 3 million lost employ-
ment unities and
milllon dollars worth of dis-
posable wage Income each
month would have further
generated a tremendous mul-
tiplier effect in terms of
growth and development.
Accumulating foreign ex-

CCONOMmY

tant Opportunilies remain un- -

exploited Our chances of get-
ting rid of the povert ) are

Interview with Pak High Commissioner |

No Clear Comments on Division of Assets

 and Repatriation of Stranded Pakistanis

ANWAR KEMAL, Hwigh Commissioner of Pakistan during his long stint in
Bangladesh became a familiar face in Dhaka's diplomatic community. He had build
up a good rapport with the business and political circles too. He left on Jan 10 to take

up his new assignment as Director General of Pakistan Foreign Service Academy.

On the eve of his departure he was interviewed on the state of relations between

Pakistan and Bangladesh, trade prospects, his views on SAARC and a number of is-
sues including division of outstanding assets and repatriation of stranded Pakistanis.

Thesinterview was taken by M ANWARUL HAQ, Chief Reporter of The Daily Star.
—————————————————————— e ———————

i Daily Star [DS). How
wendd you describe the exist
ing state o welations between
Bangladesh and Pakistan?

Anwar Kemal (AK): 1 would
describe the relations as very
good. cordial and warm. and in
some ways unique because of
our history Majority of the
people of Bangladesh and
Pakistan have feclings for each
other. On a people W people
basis this feeling can be dis-
cerned whenever there is a
visfltor, say for instance stu-
dents visiling, someoDe ar-
ranges a lransport or hests a
dinner. A shopkeeper on
learning that one is from
Bangladesh often charges less.

DS. What about relations at
governmen! level?

AK. Al governiment to gov-
ernment level. our relations
have been very correct and
friendly. Between Bangladesh
and Pakistan there is lot of
scope of mutual benefit and we
wanl cooperation on the basis
of mutual benefit. We also want
Bangladesh to be a very strong
and prosperous country — and
it Is In our interest.

DS: How deo pou éxplain
intergst’™? .

AK. Because we both sup-
port the causes of the Islamic
ummah. And as members of
the OIC we should cooperate.
Here | would ltke to add that
within the context of SAARC.
Bangladesh has played ‘an out-
standing role: Our leaders
whenever they have visited

Bangladesh, have noliced and
reinarked that your country

has hosted the events with ex-

cellence. This hgs evoked ad-

miration.

DS: What about the question
of division of outstanding as-
sets and liabilities? Is it in the
cold storage? -

AK: It is-not only of division
of assets but also a division of
liabilities. Our position has

| been that we can discuss the

matter and this Is ‘what the
two sidés agreed when Begum
Khaleda Zia visited In 1992.
The two sides agreed that they

will keep the matler under re-

view. It is a complicated ques-
tion — how to divide the assets

Ray of hope for 1
‘Sir.,” Thank you so very
much. for giving us a tiny ray of

hope about Bangladesh's future

-on New Year's Day. | am refer-

ring to your award of The Man
Of The Year To Prof. M Yunus.
Alter the political bungling of
our two leaders, most of us
were dreading the advent of
1995. But when | read your
coverage of Prof Yunus, A new
ray of hope was born. May Allah
give a very long happy life to
Prof Yunus so that he can con-
tinue to do his good deeds and
inspire us for a long dme Lo
come.

Zeba | Serd) .
Dept. of Biochemistry, DU._

Need of the hour
" Sir:  At' present, . in
Bangladesh, we find that two
ladies are wrestling over polit-

Wha

and then the investment of
people, iIndividuals, their
properties. their claims and
counter claims But anyway we
are prepared (p discuss this in
a brotherly spint
DS: There seems o-be a o
of foot dragging on the repatrt
ation of stranded Pakistanis
is the preseos gogitipn? -
e | e dare | sSoane
2.38.000 of
inally from Bihar and thetr de-
scendants. many of them have

ment in 1992 about their re-
tum and some 300 plus went
to Pakistan. We did not have
any further movement sipce
then. We are awaiting words
from our government. | think

the best would be if both sides
could discuss the matter and

move forward.

There are many social and
economic problems. and un-
fortunately we have not re-
cefved assistance from the in-

ternational commupity’ involv -
ing several hundred millions of
dollars. It is my and

praver that the problem~would
be solved. The embassy has
done its duty. We carried out a
survey, photographed and is-
sued identity cards.

DS: What about our prime
minister’'s visit o Pakistan as
Chatrman of SAARC?

AK: You will be hearing
shortly, Begum Khaleda Zia
would be most welcome (o
visit Pakistan both in the ca-
pacity of SAARC Chairperson,
Prime Minister and in ber In-
dividual capacity.

DS: How do you view the
progress of SAARC. the
prospects and problems?

AK: SAARC is a very useful
organisation. It has not yet de-
veloped its potential. There
are two to make it

successful, and bath ‘the ap-
proaches have to be tried in
order to make SAARC prosper
and economic’ cooperation to
grow meaningfully. One ap-
proach Is to solve our disputes.
The

major disputes In our re-

ical power.. 1L Is sometimes
also heard that a third one is

" peeping through the fence, but
hesitating

for fear of being

down in the political
quagmire of the country. So,
before becomes a
complete political hell, we
should think of shunning all
who may get in the political
arena by virtue of only their
queer hereditary rights. Sir,
Bangladesh is no more a baby
in arms. She is now a grown up
one — A quite grown up one.
She is now twenty-three years
old! So Bangladesh is no more

- in need of any mother. a real

one or a te, for her pro-
tection and development.

One of your learned readers
appears to be puzzled as lo
what Caliph Omar could do if
both the claimant mothers
were false ones (Opinion:
December 31, '94). Well. in
that case the solution could

gon should be resolved | refer

particularty to Kashmir And
each country has its own

agenda. like Bangladesh has iis
waler and also the re-

turn of the Chakma refugees.

. the other countries
have their problems. We
should make a sincere efiort W

Solve Lhese problems. A '
. appoach dsithal we
people. orig- ““Promole cooperation in order

to create a good atumosphere
for the solution of bilateral
problems. So these (wog
schools of thought are not
necessanly mutually exclusive.

And in fact this is what are
all doing. The Ileaders of
SAARC talk and discuss re-
gional cooperation and they
also meet privately. bilaterally
and they discuss their bilateral
chisputes.

DS. But official framework
0of SAARC does not allow biat-
eral discussion of problems.

AK: But in the SAARC meet-
ings, apart from attending the
official reception and cere-
monies one of the highlights is
the one to one bilateral meet-
ings that take place. So SAARC
provides a very good forum for
that. We have to meet even il
our relations are very tense.
Sometimes it so happens that
the relations are so tense that
you cannot go te each other's
capital to meet but you can
meet under the auspices ‘of
SAARC where the other mem-
bers are present and all the
members are informally urging
each other. ;

DS: What about Pakistan’s
posttion regarding SAPTA be-
cause everyone has exchanged
the list except Islamabad?

AK: | think we are taking
active steps Lo prepare our list,
I believe it will be submitted th
the near future. | cannot say
precisely when. It has to be
weighed very carefully in order

"that it Is successful. And a de-

lay of a few months will not
make much: difference.

DS: Do you think SAPTA will
help economie coopergtion. as
certain countries may have an
edyc over others?

AK: This is a cautious ap

have been more easy and lar
less grisly. Instead of ordering
o cut the baby in two, Omar
would have just taken it away
from the clutches of the two
wrangling fake mothers. Here
in our context. we_should now
think of taking Bangladesh
away from the clutches of the

two wrangling ladies and give
it to someone who will guide
her well. We should not forget
that this kind of political be-
haviour is always destructive.

The way "the two ladies” are
‘getting involved In the political
pyrotechnics, who have rea
sops o fear that ouwr hard-
earned democracy may be at
stake at any moment, So, let us
search for an alternative lead-
ership before it is too late.

M Abdur Rasul
NAEM Campus. Dhanmondli,
Dhalen
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trends in thu-nn::-y Investors are
Our chances of getting rid of the poverty trap are moving back-

moving backward at the same

speed as the dellars pile up in
the accounts of the Bangladesh
Bank. .

Bangladesh Taka conse-
guently remains stable at 4Q o
41 for ene US dollar since
Finance Minister eased the
controls gegulating the value of
the currency. Inspite of the
open market regme. value of
the currency remained stable
expected S0
for the second half of the cur®

however

predictions Wwere
otherwise. It was hoped that a

surge in import would take
place and given the inherent
trade deficit of Bangladesh.
Taka would weaken further
Same were the

in India as a consequence of
market liberalization. In
Bangladesh, it was thought that
due to exchange decontrol,
Taka and rupee values would
come at par — factlitating

greater export from
M#k'h across the border
facts proved otherwise
The expected imiport surge
did not take place. Hence Lhe
reserve hept

¥ o

proach actually. i doesa

_on piling up and exchange rate
stability prevailed While such
stable exchange rates are de-

for foreign investment
n particular and economic
growth in peperal the pres
sure for devaluation would only
come when demand for for-

eign exchange far exceeds its
supply on a conunuing basis. in
the short run, IMF can very
well assist us to tide over tem-
porary difficulfies or seasonal
excvess demand for foreign ex-
change However it is quite
conceivable that large inflow of
investment is combined with
huge imports of machineries
and eguipment. while past in-
vestments which have come an
stream. boost manufactured
exports. At the same Ume.

would not give rise to 3.5 bil-
lion dollar reserve — nor the
value of Taka in dollar or yen

in fact. we need rot be
overconcerned with maimtain-
ing the value of Taka at 40 to a
dollar Devaluation may boost
pur competitive position in
various international mariets.
for exampie frozen food,
leather goods and textile W I8
expecied that enlarged de-
mand for exports of items
mentioned above, as well a8

for increasing the volume. .In
| 969 70O mter-wing trade was
in the neighbourhood of one

bilhion 1S dollars
imosl mjlaal on both sides

We are the biggest con

11 was al-

sumer of jute in the world,

Lhere are

prefer 1o buy cotion from us.

|4 jule mills. and
the bulk is purchased from
Bangladesh. Your importers

There I8 greater scope for tea
export 1o Pakistan. We have
givenn & lower ITP price, lor
Bangladesh ea. You can also

e il , cane furni-

lure and bapanas. | may add
. that Pakistan now proaduces
_ihe best mangoes in the world,

soine of the plants were taken
froms here. You could import

both mangoes and oranges il a

very cheap price.
Ta improve

improve the problem of ship-
ping. A cargo container cosis
nearly $1100 from Chitlagong

o Karachi instead of $600.
and l.lil!qlltﬂ'l Mtﬂr'

trade we must

the floedgates. it's wue that  vices. Your lea and other goods

one éountry or other may Bave
advantage. It is a siep by step
approach.

DS: What about the posilon

have ofien Lo go via Singapore,
_ or elsewhere. Air freight rates

are too high and infrequent.

Traders om both sides wouid

o/ economic coeperation be- benefit from direct shipping

tween the (wo countries?

AK: We want grealer eco-
nomic cooperatiop between
our twe countries. Presently
trade is between 150 1o 160
million US dollars both ways,
and the balance is in favour of
Pakistan. | thiuk there is ¢

links and frequent flights.

DS: You were feted by
Sheilkch Hasina to lunch? What

t about relationship with other

parties?
AK: She has also invited

others on their farewell. But

what makes it t

Urban Crime and Delinquency-II

i
£i
L
?l

g

£

1
|

|
!

|
}

;

I
X
%

.
-1

i1
g

E.
:
;

;-.
iy

)5
§i5%
g

i

£s
§

g
=
X

|

E
'EEES

8
e

4
3
|

g
:

i

is
f

o
&
:
-

i
H

;

|

|

£
¢

|

{

&3 F
i

FREE
:
g

1

2
s

i

E
{
E

1
)

8
-

g
s§
E

Unabated Migration from Rural
Areas Confounds the Problem

by Dr M Enamul Huq

T is generally found thal.

poar countries with high

rates ol population growth
have higher incidence of child
labour. While various socio-
economic factors favour high
fertility. parents in traditional
economies Lry Lo reduce the
cost children by engaging
them in various types of work.
Nearly 60% of the population
in Bangladesh lives below
poverty line. According to cen-
sus data, children constitute
nearly 12% of the labour force -

In an agrarian economy such as -

Bangladesh children tradition-
ally take part in various activi-
ties — boys help the father in
the field while girls do the var-
tous household chors to assist
the mother. But the picture is
more complex fgr those who
have neither any shelter nor
any farm of their own. Heavy
migration from rural to urban
area makes the issue all the
more confounded. Being help-

less and not having any resort

for minimum lvelihood many
lake resort to unsocial activi-
ties which may start in open
aredas of ratlway station/
platform. river port/jetty. bus
terminal. community centres.
Abandoned premises garage,
hustees, corner places ol the

posh areas. Once they are in,
Lhis take them. specially the

girls. to ultimate destination of
the redlight area, rest house,
hotels. beauty parlours, mas-

sage homes etc. An array of
developments in the social and
public moral surroundings has
had serfous impact gh delin-

quency rates. Flood of porne or
near-porng publications, bilue

films and foreign telévision

programmes explicitly presen-
ting sex tends to increase
juvenile delinquency of which
child prostitution s one The
religious dictums and social
taboos had to give in to the
lure and temporary comfort
where the havenots had to be
sacrificed at the alter of the so
called development and mo-
dernisation.

Another aspeet of crimimal
incidénce relating to family is

that of aging population and

problems relating

elderly has become a thought
for the social reformers and

criminologisis. It will be an in-~

teresting study to know the
category of victims of traffic

accidents and ratio of the’

elderly. who are either injured
or killed while walking on the
sireet, crossing road. alighting
out of or getting in a bus. The
ratio is cansiderably high
compared to that of other cat-
egories. ¢

However, it is to be admit-
ted that criminal scenario all
over the worlg has been un-
dergoing tremendous change.
Crime is no longer co
by the members of poor and
helpless family only rather it is
now being committed more by
the social deviants who may be
rich. young. educated. power-
ful irrespective of their sex
and religion and status. Ne-
vertheless, the economic
demands of crime control also
must be given serious consid-
eration. When crime is effec-
tively controlled the social and
institutional costs it inflicts
decline. Funding for crime
control is an indispensable
comporrent of and requires a
prierity position in national
development planning and one
must lake note that family wel-
fare and ameltoration of the
individuals . sufferings along-
with entitled human rights
must be the corner-stone ol
policy-makers

It may séem that economic
development is the panacea for
all evils iff a g society
But moré is the atti-
tude of the peaple towards life
A very materialistic outlook of
life tends to brig physical or
economic prosperity. But such
prosperity should be matched
with the social and psychelogl
cal needs of the given commu
nity Rise of high expectations
without the capacity to fulifil
them will definitely bring
chaos and discontent in soci-
ely.

The most impartant dimen -

sion Lo ellective crime (ontrol
is the fact that local commuini-
ties and

striking manifestation’ in
offender rehabilitation in the
use of citizens as wvolunteer
probation officers or social
workers. as well. as philan-
thropists. reformers and the
whole gamut of social welfare
forces who can play their role
not only to cure crime but also
to the family ties to
set example to others. The
need te rely on cemmumnity
suppori and co-operation in

crime :a-rn tion and offender
ation requires active
inter action with cominunily

eéntitles. This mav take the
form of public information
programme and the media and

can contribute more
than any other to explain Lhe
role of the legal system. family
discipline, individual rights
and obligations in achieving
societal and governmental
goals to bolster the campaign
for ideal family life.

The etermal concept of jus-
tice is linked to the natural law
of cause and effect as there is
no way for the delinquents to
escape this law yet one
escapes detection by the po-
lice. In spite of all the best in-
teractions and hopes for fair
play and justice we are still far
from having a peaceful and just
society. In establishing rule of
law the Criminal Justice
Svstem has to play its role and
in that system police is anly a
fraction — the other three be
ing Codes (Lawl Courts kJudi
ciaryl and Correction Waill. In
the whole process all the four



