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of the ruling and the ‘relevant
. clauses the Speaker con-
sulted,” the official said.

He also said that a number
of MPs had, in writing, dis-
owned their resignations sub-

« mitted on December 28,

| know thelr names but |
will not disclose them. Don't
ask me for their names.” he
requested this reporter during
the (ejephonic coaversation
hast L

Meanwhile, a senior Oppo-
sition leader last night told
The Daily Star that if the
Speaker declared the resigna:
tlom letlers wivalid then the si-
tuation would tum very differ-
et .

The leader. a presidium

member of the Awami League.
said that the opposition mem

bers could have postponed
their resignations if the Prime
Minister had made the publik
slatement of her intenton to
resign ahead of. the elections
even a minute before the let
ters were submitted Lo the
Speaker on December 28

“If the Speaker declares our
resignaton letters invalid then
we have to think twice about
submitiing them again because
our, basic demand has been ful-
filled.” the AL leader. who held
an important’ in the
Opposition parliamentary

nl'lﬂwe-?nﬂ: Minister's de-

sition yesterday but our leader
reiterated the demand of
forming an Idvinury council
under the President.”

'No provision 1n
Constitution
for mass
resignation’

There is 1o provision in the
Constitution for mass resigna-
tion from Parliament. said a
senior minister and ruling
party leader yesterday, reports
UNB.

Housing and Public Works
Minister Barrister Rafiqul
Islam Miah termed the mass
resignation ol the opposition
MPs as 'unprecedented .

“There is no precedence of
' such resignation in the history
of parliamentary democracy.
said the Barrister, adding,
"Even the architects of the
Constitution didn't think of
such resignations.

He said although there is a
provision for resignation in
Article 67 (2). there is no pro-
vision for paralysing the con-
stitutional and parliamentary
process by tendering resigna-
UHons en nuasse.

The minister was address-
ind as chiefl guest a public
meeling a! Demra. organised
by the thana chapter of the
HHP

- Homecoming
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ganisations followed ber
Sheikh Mujtbur Rahiman re-
turned 1o Dhaka on January
10, 1972 after nine months ol
captivity in Pakistan during
Bangladesh's War of Indepen-

dence. His homecoming was
marked by a t(umultuous
reception.

The day's programme also
included hoisting of party and
national flags atop party offices
and holding of rallies and dis-
cussions. The AL held a public
rally yesterday aftecnoon at
Bangabandhu Avenue wh:rt
Sheikh Hasina spoke,

Organisations which gar-
. landed the portrait of the
Bangabandhu included ' the
Bangabandhu Parishad, the
Bangabandhu Shishu Kishore
Mela. Joy Bangh Sangskritik
Oikva . Jote. Bangabandhu Shilpi
Goshittu andd the Dhaka Youth

Fowrvni
" . .
Survey for oil
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and illerent ministries were
earlier advised 10 keep the
survey roulé ol the Ross Seal
clear of any fishing net or ves-
sels during the survey period
for the next 25 to 30 days.
Bangladesh Navy ships,

which are carrying out thejr
winter exercises in the Bay,

are learnt to have decided to

keep away [rom the path of
Lthe Ross Seal.

This Is the first such survey
for exploration hydrocarbon
reserves in about 1500 kilome-
ters in the Bay since 1974,

The two foreign companies
had previously carried oul
some preliminary surveys in

the area according to a seven--

year agreement on gas and oil
explorationr with the govern-

ment signed on May 5 last.

BNP Sﬂ:rﬂlnr btnt.rni
Abdus Salam Talukdar. how-
ever. said that everything now
depends on the ruling of the
Speaker .

About the AL leader's latest
proposition. Talukdar said. "It
can be disgussed, but we do
not know what kind of ruling
the Speaker is going lo de
liver ~

He said he did not have any
discussion with the Speaker
regarding the matter

Talukdar said the BNF high
mmmnd did not discuss the

MCCI chief's
note of caution

By Staff Correspondent

President of the Metropo-
litan Chamber of Commerce
and. industry {MCCI) Anis Ud-
Dowla yesterday urged the
business community lo be
cautious about handling the
present situation arising out of
the political standofl lest they
are misunderstood for medd-
ling in political matter.

The MCCIl president made
the call In a written speech
during a meeting of the lead-
ers ol the country's busdiness
chambers and trade associa
tions.

In_his speech. made avail-
able to The Daily Star, Dowla
sald a trade body would defl.
nitely highlight the views of
the business community, but it
is not for any trade body to
strive for political reconcilia-
tion or act as an lnmrmndllr:.r
amongst political parties

‘We firmly hold lhl." view
that the business group musi
no try to establish itsell as the
third force in pelitics. This is a
highly dangerous game and
runs the risks of being misun-
derstood.” the MCC! chief said.

He said the business com-
munity s no doubt entitled to
judge whether political uncer-
tamty affects development but
its assessment s not final
Even among the business
communily. there ¢an be dil-
ferences of opinion. he added

He also said that those who
are opposed (o hartals must
concede that peaceful hartal is
a democratic right whereas
those who enlorce hartals
through intimidation must

Jake the responsibility for In-

fringement of civic liberties of
the peopie.

"The government should be
asked to open up TV and radio
to the opposition political par-
ties for expression of views. [f
they are given such freedom of
expression. the crude form of
hartals. damaging ol cars, etc,
are expeclted to vanish.™ Anis
Ud-Dowla said.

"l am quite sure that mosi
of the political parties do not
want to disrupt production or
increase popular suffering.” he
said and added that they would
come o realise the damaging
eflects of hartals if individual
case studies are prepared pro-
fessionally. giving the views of
the affected employers and
workers as to how hartals dis-
locate production and cause
public misenes

He sard such studies will
also help mobilise public opin-

lon against hartals. The busi-
ness community should, there-
fore, lay down some do's and
dont’s for observance of hartals
SO as to make them peaceful,
he said.

The businessmen should
also identify the real issues
that must be addressed to im»
prove the economy. including
improvement of the external
perception of the country's
ecnnnm;t ptlalc:}tim and cre-
ation of a “level-pla -fleld”
the MCCI pruideﬁ :Ln‘;; e

Livestock
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in the city. The conference has

been organised by the
Commonwealth Veterlnlr}r
Association and Bl.nglldﬂh
Veterinary Association.
Presided over by Vice
President of Commongwealth
Veterinary Assoclation Dr DD
Wanasinghe, the Inaugural
function was also addressed by
Fisheries and Livestock
Minister Abdullah, Al Noman,
Minister for Animal Resources

Development of West Bengal

Government Mehbub Zahidi,
Director General ol Livestock
Services Department Dr Nazir
Ahmed, Treasurer of Common-

" wealth Veterinary Association

Dr WJ Pryor and President of
Bangladesh Veterinary Asso-
clation Dr M Fazlul Haque.

Some 30 representalives
from Australia, India, Sri Lanka
and Pakistan are participating
in the conference.

' Printed & Published by A. S, Mahmud,
behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/

Publishing House 90 Kakrail, Dhaka-
cmm“-:'mmu.

« consideration

Federation of Bangladesh « hambers uf { Ommerce imd Industry pr-mdfﬂt Salman F Rahman
addressing the general council members at the Shilpakala Academy aoditorium in the aty

yesterday

FBCCI
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“We are above all political
and aflliation
when we talk about business
We are asserting our position
in the present situation only
lo protect the interests of the

business comimunity.” the
FBOCCI chief said
Earlier. in the moming. a

closed door meeting of the
chamber and trade association
leaders at the FBOCCT bullding
agreed to publish a white pa-
per shortly on how the politi
cal unrest has been affecting
the business community and
hampering the economic de
velopment ol the country

The meeting also decided
1o empower the FBCC| o take
any decision lor the protecton
of the business communny

Against this backdrop an
emergency meeting of the ex
ecutlive commitiee of the
FBCC! has been called 1oday at
Il am to discuss and decide
what the business comimunity
can do 1o cope with the prob-
lems arising oul of the polit-
cal crisis

PM: Police
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Lies

I muaany case, she said they
have been accused o misusing
their power and taking steps
in collaboration with crmunals
to harass the people. It sert-
ously hampers the image of the

hee. she? sad
Begum Zia observed that

crimes were increasing with .

the population boom and di
reciedd the officials 1o lake
more eflfective measures (0
contain criminal actvibes
Referring 10 a report of the
police magarine "Deteclive
which showed that number of
crimes rose 10 b9 196 in 1994
from 66.126 m 19931 she sawd
police offfcers have to take the
responsilnlity of reducing this

trend
There are many

cities in 1the world
do . why cant we? she said
and hoped that the paolice
would discharge their duties
praperiv in line with the aspi-
rations ol the people

Biman
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adding 1t the rlanes
woithiiscost e nahwonal Lnrh{‘jr&
153 75 nulhon 1S dollar -

Biinan has been trving to
procure two mikd-haul aircraft
since 1992 because (s inter
national and relional sched
ules suflered major dislocation

crune-iree
If they can

LR

hwecause ol a shortage ol alr-
craft.
The olhicial saxd Biman

would get two Alrbuses on wet-
lease 10 cover Lthe interim pe-
riod il 1996

The official said that the
Biman Corporation would soon
sign an agreement with the
Airbus Industry.

The manufacturers would
also provide training support
and spares to Biman according
to the terms and conditions of
the sale contract.

ﬁ

— Star photo
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fers from indecision In each

and every task. she said and
askedd: How ran such a gov:
ernment run the rountry and
lead the nation 1o development
and progress’”

in this conneciion. Hasina
refterated ber acousation that
this governtnent was inefl)
cien! and that democracy and
the prople s rights were not
made in s hands

Ciing  Prime "Minister
Khaleda Zias December 29
announcemnent at a public rally
in Munshiganj that she would
resign 30 days ahead of the
next general elections. the AL
leader comnmmenited Had her
Announoemeiil ooure 24 hours
earher, we would nol have re
signed from Parllament. In
that case Parllament could
have continued and the BNP
government could have com
pleted ity term’

“Ind the Prime Mingster do
s0 o cheat the people™ she
bl

However Hasinae thanked
the Prme Minister for her be
lated realisation

Once the Prmne Minister
has pledged (0 resign. she
must not reireat The people
Wanl 1o see her resigning soon

after the announcemnment of the

schiedule lor the next polis.
which miust lake place as per
owr formula

Organised to mark the
23rd anniversary of the home-

coming of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mufibur Rahman. the rallv at

the Bangabandhu Avenue was

als0 addressed by pariy leaders

Blasiing the business com
munmity 8 protest againsi the
Upposilion agitalion pro-
grammes like hartals and
sieges. the Al chyef sayd. They
should perform their own du-
nes bLefore tutordng the politl-
cians

What did vou do when 50
businessmen were killed dur-
ing the BNP regime? How vo-
cal were yvou againsi the dete-
rorating law and order situa-
1ion and disruption of produc-
tion and comunercial transac-
tions caused by the BNF's mis-
rule? Why didn't yon rise
against Lthe governments non-
nnplementation of accords
with vatious communities that
resulted in unrest in the in-
dustrial and other sectors and.
also. against the campus vio-
lence and continued price-
hike of essentials and a flood of
sub-standard commodities in
the market?” a visibly angry
Hasina asked.

During the BNP's rule, only
14 hartals. mostly of half-day
duration. were observed at the
call of the political parties, she
claimed and added that the
opposilipn parties were com-
pelled to call such pro-
grammes because the govern-
ment ignored the Opposition
)1 Parllament and failed to re-
ciprocate the cooperation ex-
tended to the government by
the up;miunn purt]t'u

Trade show from tomorrow
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38 [irms representing BO Ub
companies ook part in the
trade show,

Held at a local hotel the
press conference was also at-
tended by M Nurunl Islam. vice
president of ABEF, A Gafur, the
executive secretary ol the fo-
rum. arnd Donald M Bishop, di-
rector of USIS. _

"We hope that the US trade
show would provide an oppor-
tunity to a wide spectrum of
people fromn Bangladesh to see
the products manufactured in
the United States,” Cookson
said.

Responding 19 a question,
the ABEF president noted that
US direct investment In
Bangladesh includes indirect
investments through the stock
market, some in the garments
sector while the US Citl Bank
is also involved In financing
lhe Karnaphulli Fertlliser
Company Project.

He. however, observed that
there are good prospects for
direct US investment In
Bangladesh if the government
goes ahead with the privatisa-
tton initatives in the power
and telecornmunications sec-
tors. There are also good
prospects for attracting US
companies assembling elec-

tronic goods to set up bases
here, he added.

The USIS director pointed
out that the balance of trade:
between Bangladesh and the
United States favours Dhaka.

Bangladesh exported 832
ndllon US dollars worth of
goads, mainly ready-made
garments, while it imported
245 milllon dollars worth of
goods from the US in 1993,

The US companies to be
represented al the trade show
includes Compag. Caterpiller,
Motorola, United Alrlines, Car-
gill. Coca-Cola. Hewlett Pla-
cafd, Novell Feleral Express,
Citi Bank and American
Express.

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
has been declared the Official
Carrier of the US Trade Show
‘95. Biman has sOome
return air Uckets of overseas
destinations for the exhibitors
which would be distributed on
the basis of booth performance
and raffle draw. KLM-North-
west and American Alrlines
have also offered some ticket-
prizes. Singer Bangladesh
Limited agd Dhaka Sheraton
Hotel have declared some
attractive prizes for the

exhibitors of the US tirade
shiow

scallto

|

Jusmfymg thr opposition
MPs prolonged boycott of
Parliament and their eventual
resignation. as well as the cur-
rent agitation including har-
tals. the AL chief said, all those
things were done just to en-
sure that the voters exercise
their right to franchise freely
and peacefully. enjoy their
democratic and fundamental
rights and get rid of the mis-
rule by the BDNP

How justified was i Lo e
mam in Parllament where the
treasury bench had rejected all
the Bills and proposals brought

by the vpposition lor public
weilfare by the sheer sirength
of s majority” What else coulg
we have danwe olher than guit
Ung? she posed

"All our acts are designed
for the wellare of the people.
she sakd

The AL leader called upen
her auwdience Lo carry forward
the party programiues an-
nounced earfler and W prepare
for an all-out agtation Lo re-
ahge the demand for polls un
der a neutral caretaker adnun
istration by unseating the BNF
government

Referring to the
Bangabandhu s return th a [ree
country from a Pakistan jail on
this day in 1972, Hasina said
the countrymnen could not have
celebrated their victory in the
Liberation War 1l the great
leader had not returned home.

“The situation would have
been quite different had this
national leader failed to come
back.  she said

=

meet not held
By Staff Correspondent

A scheduled meeting of the
ruling. party standing conumit -
lee could not Lake place yes-
terday as a number of impor-
tant members were out of the
city. the BNP Secretary
General said yesterday.

He said that the meeting
may be held today H most ol
the 14 members of the 15
strong standing committee are

available m Dhaka
BNP sources said that

Alimed,

Ot
ASM Mostafizur

Rahman and Mirza Golam Hafiz

could not turn . up for the

r"w"“ii’ortfcfhn::is
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prised many espeeially the
four ministers. who atiended
their offices yesterday as usual

Sources close to the ruling
party leadership said that the
changes were aimed at re-
vamping th% government's
functioning which. nn:ﬂrﬂln;
to them, is ecssential in dbhe
current political situation.’

"Some more portiolio
changes. as well as induction
of one or two new faces. are
not unlikely.” sources said.

Observers maintain that the
recent price hike of foodgrain
might have ed Lhe
change in the
while a desire for more dy-
hamic growth in the civil avia-
tion sector may have called lor
a changr of guard.

When asked to comment
about hiwe new assignment. Mir
Shawkat All said. Te me. a
milristry Is a fminietry. | s up
to the Prime Minister to pick
whom she wants — i is the
privilege ol the Prime
Minister.” he said

"I am & worker and | would
love 1o work.” he added.

Major (retd) Abdul Mannan
would only say: " will de my

!Iil'ﬂnl‘ll!fl
were not available at their res
idences for comments al the
time of writing this report.
After the sacking ol
Barrister Nazmul Huda and the
death of State Minisier for
Education Principal Yunus
Khan last November, the num-
ber of members of the council
of ministers now stands at 40
During the September 93
reshuffle, Akbar Hossain, Mir
Shawkat Ali and Dr A Moyeen
Khan were inducted in the
Cabinet. Earhier, Shamsul Islam
Khan,
Ministry of Industries. re-
signed on health ground and
was replaced by A M Zahir-
uddin Khan a technocrat.

BNP standing body

e Murayama in US for
summit with Clinton

WASHINGTON. Jan 10: Japanese Prime Minister Tomiichs

Murayama arrived Tuesday for

a summit with President

Clinton_and new Republican congressional leaders. He came

Japanese financial services markets. Both governments played
down the two countries trade rivalry in preparation for

Muravama s

lalks and working

lunch with Clintop

Wednesday. instead stressing their close overall relations and
thh‘lWMmm"

ISLAMABAD. Jan
Defence

10 US

suspicions
 Pakistan's nuclear policy.

Ministry

who was heading the

Secretary William
Perry. starting a two-day trip
to Pakistan today. expressed
hopes for a broader security
dialogue and both sides sought
o play down their dispute over
nuclear policy. reparts Reuter

Prime Minister Benarir
Bhutto said his visit, the first

by a US Defence Setretary for
|2 years. showed that relations

were developing despile a US
ban on military ald mposed in
1990 over about

Both couniries have broad-
ened the nature of thetr rela-

Reagan no longer
recognises
his friends
NEW YORK, Jan 10: As he
slides deeper into the mists of
Alsheimer's disease. [(ormer
Presiden! Heagan no longer
recognises old [riends and
onee referred to a set of books
as trees, his blographer says,
rqb'l.s AP, .

“About six months ago. he
stopped recognising me. Now |
no longer recognise him ™
Edmund Morris wrole in the
January 16 issue of The New
Yorker

Dt-frlhmi A receni visit

Reagan, Morris

"Fﬂ' all the willingness
;h.u'h he showed me his

amed photographs. his jelly
bean jar, and his view the
Holtywood Hills, | did not feel
his presence beside me. only
his absence ” :

Al one , Morris com-
mented on a display of lead
soldiers on a shelf and Reagan
said, "He — We — we-had 1o
make space, uh — moye those
trees " Mystified, Morris finally
realised that Reagan was re-
ferring to a red-bound set of
his < own presideniial papers,
relegated to the shelf beneath
the soldiers.

Taslima
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The trial of Taslima Nas-
reenn in Lhe Metropolitan Ma-
gfsu.;ry, scheduled to begin
January 15 will now be de-
layved I conviclted, Nasreen
could be jailed for two years.

“We are of the view that the
sanclion can be given by the
governmern| ever. al Lhis siage
of the trial.” Justice AKM
Sadek., the presiding judge
said 1 his ruling.

MiRANGS GROUP

VISIT OUR PAVILION AT

DHAKA INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR '95

VERY SPECIAL DISCOUNT
 Mitsubishi TV
V| Siwreats Price Trade fair Price
™ ™ o
14 14,700.00
200 | 2400000 |
. 2. 0ol (O 26,200.00
25 48.,000.00
. ) [With a T Shir]
29 70,000.00
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33 1,30,000.00
el | [With a 14” Colour TV] _
I 1,76.000.00
' Mitsubishi Refrigerator
"R ; Trade Fair Price
- [— n f e e —
2100t 2800000
'lT?Lll’. _ ol 23 ,500.00
186 Ly, 21,000.00
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115198 OLD ASEORT AOAD TEJGAON, DRARA 129 PHONE  SI8001 -4
COA AVENUE SHOLOGMAMAR G CHITTARONG PMONE 799

2’ MITSUBISHI

:
o™




