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UN mission in Liberia extended:
The N chiel recommended on Monday that UN observers
Ciikain 1 Liberia or atl least three more months 1o give a new
Ppeace agrecitent 4 chance to work. AP reports from UN.
A dedision by the Securily Council is expected by Friday,
when the oDservers mandate expires.
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135 peacekeepers died in '94: .
Uinited Nanvons said on Monday that 135 of its peacekeepers
thedd in 1994 almost hall the number ol casualties registered
i 1993 AFF reports from United Nations.

he UN npussion in the fermer Yugoslavia proved to be the
most deadly with 61 deaths registered among the blue hel-
mels. lollowed by Somalhia with 39 deaths. In 1993, 203
peacekeepers died in the line of duty and a wotal of 1,194
peacekeepers have been killed since the UN launched the

protectian force in 1948,
Power outage at Newark ai

A construction accident blacked out Newark International
Airport bringing passenger traffic to a halt at the nation's
10th busiest airport, AP reports from New Jersey. :
Seventy per cent. or 840 of the 1,200 flights
handled daily at Newark were canceled Monday night and the
remainder were diverted to regional airports, said
general manager Benjamin DeCosta. Cargo flights weren't af-
fected

ROK Red Cross chief honoured:

South Korean Red Cross President Kang Young-Hoon has
received an honorary Knighthood from Queen Elizabeth II for
promoting friendship between South Korea and Great Britain,
AFP reports from Seoul

British ambassador to Seoul. Thomas Harris, announced in
Seoul on Monday that Kang had been honoured for the lead-
ing role he has played since he assumed the Korean chair-
manship of the Korea-Britain Forum and as chairman of the
Korea-Britain Society.
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22 militants held in Egypt: egptan
security forces arrested 22 suspected [slamic militants in
upper Egypt on Monday and seized a large amount of arms
and ammunition. the semi-official daily Al-Akhbar reported in
its Tuesday edition. AFP reports from Cairo.

The arrest of the activities in the region of Beni-Suefl came
during a massive security operation in the area, said Al-
Akhbar which described the activists as "some of the most
dangerous terrorist elements.” Sixty weapons and a large
quantity of ammunition were seized by police, the report said.

No plan for early polls in SH
Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez repeatedly. on

Monday he knew about or was involved in a "dirty war” against
Basque separatists in the 1980s and said he had no plan to
call early electjons. Reuter reports from Madrid.

Guzman re-elected: s reorm minded

moderate who promised to push through a series of
constitutional changes was re-elected on Monday as president
of Nicaragua's National Assembly, Reuter reports from
Managua.

Luis Humberto Guzman of the centrist Union of Christian
Dernocrats won the post for a second time in a bitter fight
with Miriam Arguello. a former parliamentary president who
was supporied by an odd combination of radical leftist
Sandinistas and rightwing conservatives.

16 drown in Sudan:mmmm

children were drowned when a canoe carrying 25 people
capsized in the Blue Nile in eastern Sudan. a Khartoum news-
paper said yesterday. Reuter réports from Khartown,

The government-owned Al-Sudan Al -Hadith |modern
‘Sudan) newspaper did not say why the canoe capsized or why*
s0 many people were aboard but noted it was the third such
incident in the Alasilet area in recent years
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Perry arrives in Pakistan

N-plan to dominate talks

ISLAMABAD Jan 10,
Pakistan s conlroversial nu-
Cledar weapons progranune s
expecied 0 dominate talks

Mosi Pakistanis. Including
the powerful military. helieve
the nuclear bomb is Pakistan's

best bet against angther war

between senlor Pakistand poli- with India

ticians and US Defence Ser- The (wo countries have

retary Willlam Perry, who fought three wars since the

arrived today on a (wo-day subcontinent gained its inde-

visil, says AF. pendence from Britain in
Defence Minister Shahban 1947

Mirani. who was at Chaklala Air
Force Base to meet Perry. told
The Associated Press thal
Pakistan won't be signing any
agreements on the nuclear is-
sue. unless its traditional en-

Many people feared a
fourth, possibly nuclear con-
frontation, in 1990 when rela-
tons plummeted over the dis-
puted Himalayan state of
Kashmir

emy. India. signs similar Before Perry arrived. more
agreements. than 5.000 fundamentalist

Perry visits India on Muslims here prolested his
Thursday. visit believing it was the latest

Mirani also ruled out inter-
national inspections of its nu-
Clear sites, something Washing-
ton has ‘been pushing for.
unless India also submits to
similar inspections.

“We'll be telling him to sort
it out with India.” Mirani said.

American attempt 1o dismantle
Pakistan's nuclear programime.

The group. Jamat-e-islami,
sirongly supports Pakistan's

nuchear programimne.
During his two-day visit to

Pakistan Perry is expected to
meet President Faroog Ahmed

Leghari and Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto.

AFP adds: On the eve of his
visit, Benazir conferred with
lop civil and military officials
reportedly to prepare a strat-
egy for talks with Perry. who is
leading a 40-member delega-
tion here

Perry’'s trip here is the first
by a Pentagon chiefl since
Caspar Weinberger's visit to
Pakistan in 1988 al the peak of
the antl-Soviet war in Afgha-
nistan during former President
Ronald Reagan's term.

Close US-Pakistan relations
were strained after the Soviet
defeat in Afghanistan and with
the subpension of US eco
nomic and military assistance
in October. 1990 over Islama-
bad's nuclear programme

A US embargo stalled deliv-
ery of 38 F-16 fighter aircraft
ordered and partially paid for

by Pakistan as ‘well as some

& -
until polls in
five states

NEW DELHI. Jan 10:
India's Election Commission
has asked the government to
postpone its annual budget
until cructal polls in five states
are over, local agencies said
today. reports Reuter.

said K P G Kutty, a se-
nior of the commission,
wrote to Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao’s cabinet secre-
tary and asked him to post-
pone the budget until March
11. The states of Maharashtra.
Gujarat. Bihar. Orissa and
Arunachal Pradesh are due te |
hold five yearly elections in
February and March.

The said Kutty aliso |
asked the Rallways Ministry
not to present its usual _sepa-
rate budget before the state

polls
The Election Commission

other
deals.

Perry's visit also comes
against the backdrop of con-
tinuing nuclear controversy be-
Iween Washington and
Islamabad and suspicions by
local opposition
that the defence secretary is
coming here to pressure Pa-

military

kistan into signing the Nuclear
Treaty

Non-Proliferation
INPT).

Officials In Washington said
last week that Perry hoped to

begin bullding "even handed”

defence relationships with the
two South Asian countries.

A US
Washington confirmed that
Perry's visit was not aimed at

addressing the thorny issues of
nuclear non-proliferation and

the Indo Pakistani
over Kashmir

dispute

of the newer issues of the
post-Cold War period.” he said

Pakistan s Prime Mimster Benazir Bhutto (R) shares a joke with US Defence Secretary
William Perry during their meeting yesterday in Islamabad Perry arnved this morning for a

two-day offictal vi=it to Pakistan. — AFP photo

equipment

politicians

defence official In

Instead were
going to try to locus on some

gave no explanation for its de-
cision. the agencies said. but
opposition groups said a bud-
get just before elections
whether for state assemblies
or for parliament. might influ-
ence voters.

Two to die for
attempt on
Naguib's life

| SARAJEVO. Jan 10D The
United Nations persevering
despite hitches over the de-
militarised one around Sara-
jevo. sought today to streng-

UN seeks to strerngth
Bosnia-wide ceasefire

Mnonday that the delegation
nouild insist Croatian Serbs
withdraw from the pocket
"Akashi told me he is send
ing a delegation to Knin to

to discuss implementation of
hostilities”

the “cessation ol
appeared in douby E

UUN spokesman Major Herve
Gourmelon told reporters that

€n

1

largest oil company today
sought the help of crack US
firefighters to control a blaze
In a natural-gas well as it
burned unabated for a third
day. officlals said. reports
Reuter.

"We are in touch with ex
perts In Texas,” said an oflicial
of the state-owned Ol and
Natural Gas
(ONGC). which owns the well

Andhra Pradesh.

There's still no let-up in
the fire.” the official said.
adding that nearly 25 000
people had been evacuated
from around the site of the
well. There were no reports of
injuries. |

Local authorities on Monday
sald towering flames leap!
through thick. black billowing
clouds of smoke from the well
which caught fire on Sunday
cvening as gas spewed from a
depth of 2,777 metres (9,110
it) <during a drilling operation

ONGC authorities rushed

Corporation

located in the southern state of

[N ter Nation il S ————

India's oil co seeks US
| help to control blaze

NEW DELHI. Jan 10 India's

special “blowout
the well situated
Bodasakurru village. to help lo-

cal frefighters struggling to

bring the blaze under control

Loud explosions were heard
up to 10 kin (six miles) from

the well as the fire threw up
100 -metre (vard) {lames that

lit_up the sky and thick clouds

of sinoke, residents said.

Officials in (he state.capital,
Hyderabad, said i1 woulld take
al least 20 days 1o snuff the
fire comipletely out.

United News of India (LUNI)
quoted an ONGC spokesman as
saying a 2.5 milllon dollar

drilling rig had been destroyed
in the blowout -

'Satanic Verses a
collection of lig‘l;fs'

NEW YORK .Jan 10
grand mufti of Egypt. Dr
Muhammad Savvid Tantawi
sald Monday

Rushdie was a "a collection of

lHes and a collection of insults
and vices ' reports Reuleg

Off the Record

ol Prince Charles

Charles' mistress Camilla,
husband to divorce

LONDON: Camilla Parker Bowles

- the close woman friend

- and her cavalry offic et husband are to di-

vorce by mutual consent, lawyers for the couple said Tuesday

reports Reuter .

‘We have grown apart to such an extent that with the ex
ception of our children and a lasung [riendship. there s little
of common interest between us and we have therefore de-

cided to seek a divorce.

a statement from the lawvers said
Solicitors Boodle Hatfield and Charles Russell

sald the

couple had lived apart for two vears and a decree nisi g

provisional order for divorce -

would be granted this month

[Tre announcement confirmed intense speculation that

their 21 year

marriage would

not e abde 1o withstand

Camillas long relationship with the heir to the throne

{ harles
vyears ago

who separaled from his wife Princess Diana two
admitted last vear he had committed adultery

since his marriage broke down.
He also said he was very close to Camilla. who has never
spokeny publicly for her relationship with the Prince

Any act which strengthens
US is haram?

TEHRAN Avatollah Al

Khamenei has urged Ilranians to
boycoll jhe popular US soft drinks Coke and Pepsi Cola n a

bid to weaken the United States economy. a Newspaper re-

poried on Monday says AFP

i a religious decree published by the hardline Daily

Kavhan. the lrantan leader said

Any act which strengthens

the pillar~ ol world arrogance (the United States) ind the

Zonist circdes 1s intrinsigally Haram (forbidden

by Islam) -

He was responding to a question on the issue in his capac-

ity as a religious authority

Muslims

Cowa Cola and Pepsi Cola made a

However the issue has been at the centre

or marfa-¢ taghlid. for Shi'ite

comeback in lran a vear

15 vears alter the Islamic revolution which toppled the
The drinks were banned as symbols of

of a debate for

A u:ntrm-rram’
novel. by British author Salmar

....
____

L

ﬁln phote of Sheikh Omar Abdel-Rahman during a press

e S

conference in Jersey aity on Apnl 6 in 1993 Jury selection
begins in New York in the trial of the spiritual leader and 11
others accused of plotting to bomb New York landmarks

Israel uses force
to stop settlers
in West Bank

RAMALIAH West Bank Jan
10 israeli troops used force
overnight 1o stop settlers
founding a new fllegal settle-
mert near Ramallah in the oc-
cupied West Bank. milftary
sources sakd reports AFP
p Several hundred settlers
woed their way past a military
road block and instalied a car-
avan mnear the Halamish set-
tierment where a | Tsraek

1 was shot dead Friday
?mm 7

Militants from various other
;Tm' gathered round

caravan to pray and

Special army rﬂn::ﬂ-
merits evicied the settlers
after they refused 1o move

— AFP photo

PARIS Jan
world celebrates the 100th
anniversary of its first flicker-
ing image this year. but the re-
joicing is overshadowed by
fears that much of the globe's
screen heritage is dying a slow
death. reports Reuter.

A century after Louis and
Auguste Lumiere inverited the
movie camera. the French gow-
ermumeniit and the UN Educa-
tiomal Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) are
organisng a worldwide extrav-
aganza to hail the event.

But the celebrations are

dampened by a struggle by
movie libraries from Pafis to

Pyongyang to save motion pic-
tures many of which were

shot on perishable types of
fim. for future generations.

the past year. with Islamic hardliners demanding that sales of

2% 2 then a Boania wide crasefire inform them that if they do not a3 meet S ay bet R0
PGS TRE. Sgypt. Jan: 10 now in s 1th day report withdraw problems will ari R 1:1& o ”m!“: e pro-American Shah
e v y ports b arise ose andd Boanian Serb army i At
A military cou wendla and he will t he (UN) : : undesirable  US culture
Serat 3 Inlasnic soulls Reuter il contact t chiel General Ratko Mladic
tanta to rh.th for att Iﬂ' A h“h ewel 1IN fkif‘t.l’li,ﬂ'l_ nh‘lﬁt" ( ﬂl..ull"" imnﬁutrl,‘. a "was not overty i]nlll‘.]'\'f
. ll" A including |IN rommander in Ganic told reporters |n Boanian Serbs have relused
lo kill Egypt's Nobel Prise : : US soll drinks be banned
winning auther Naguib Boanta Lieutenant General Sir  Sarajevo o redpen supply roads into
Croatian Serbs joined their

Mahfouz. reporta AFP

The rourt st Huckstep milli
tary base just north of Calre
o condemned | | other mil
lanis to various seniences of
hard labour and acquitied
three others at the end of a
month long trial

Mahiouz, B3 apent 50 days
In hoapital mowstly in intenelive
care after he waas stabbed In
the neck oulside his Calro
home on October | 4

Mahfouzs whao
Nobel Priae In | 98N

won Lhe
s Lhe

bnly Araby writer o receive Lhe {

o e

Highest security

prison opens
in US

FLORENCE. Colorado. Jan

O The worsl crimninals in the

United States are getting
new home “Super Max." a

Film world celebrates 100th

10: The film

On March 19 1895,
Lumiere brothers set up a
bizarre contraption outside
their factory In the central
French town of Lyon. as work-
ers went home at the end of
thetr shift.

The two plonecers. whoee
sumame aptly transiates as
Nght." inttially called thetr
cinemaiograph. an invention
which married camera and

J’ﬂ Yasushi Akashil

Sai Lek's death weakens struggle|

the lege

Michael Rose was hee (o tr avel
to a Crostian Serh astronghold
in Knin to persuade them to
halt their millitary involvement
around Bihac in northwestern
Bosnia Knin is abogt 0 gm
(%8 mileel sovsth o il

The Bihac Fniclave has been
e of the few areas 10 Posnia

e come under asporadic
shelling since the Boasnia
reanec{ire camw into force omn
Jainaary |

Bosnian Yiece President

Ejup Gante waas 1old by the UN
sapecial envoy o lormer
o

Bosnian Kins and rebel
Muslima in an offensive on
Bihac in November Neilther

the Croatian Serbs nor rebel
Muslims have signed the latest
Bosnia tnace

The four month ceasefire,
brokered with the help of
former US President Jimmy
Carter. has come under In
creasing strain following fresh
conditions ralsed by Bosnia s
powerful Serbe

A meeting of rival military
commanders scheduled for

Wednesday at Sarajevo airport

Sarajevo, as called for in the
ceasefire. unless Bosnian gov
ermment troops vacated the
demilitarised zone on mount
lgman. southwest ol Sarajevo.

Hose has assured Mladic
that Muslim- led forces had va
cated positions in the DMZ but

IIN peacrekeepera were
thwarted In attempts Lo verily
the withdrawal on Monday
when a Boamtan army guide
refused ta lead them to the
last known hideout  arguing
passage on oot in the snow
ws Lirssle

for Shan state in Myanmar

BANGKONK Jan 10 Veleran
Shan natwnalist guenilla eader
Sal Lek has died in nort he.ast
Myanmar afler a long ilipess
casting uncertainly over the
merger of his own armed of -
Eanisatton with that of opium

warlord Khun Sa guerilla
sources sald (oday reports
Reuter

Sal Lek who merged his

Shan State Progress Party
(SSPP) with Khun Sas Mong
Tal Army (IMTA) last year died
on Friday at Khun Sa's head-
quarters in Shan state as a re-
sull of blood polsoning

Sal Lek has been sick for
some Llime and died last
Priday. Kuensal Jatyen. a close
aide of Khun Sa. wid Reuters

by ielephone
His death was a severe hlow

o the Shan in the struggle lor
avipnomy from Yangon and to
Khun Sa himselfl other Shan
guerilla sources old Reuter

The death of Sal Lek has
shattered Khun Sa s dream o
clear his image as an oplum
warlord. one Shan source said

Khun Sa described by the
United Stiates as the world's
number one narcotics crimy
nal, has in recenl years lried
o persuade a number of Shan
and other grmed ethnic groups
in Shan state to join the MTA
and Aght. against the govern-
ment

Sal Lek., who was in his late
50's. was believed to have Been
designated by Khun Sa as a

successor, and his

death was feit equally by the
MTA and SSPP. the Shan

The programme. made up

of them 50 second films in
cluded
their factory. one of

the workers leaving

the

"All the wealth of images

captured n an films features,
documentaries,
films. shorts, pepular-science

full-length

source said

Khun Sa s success 1 win
ning over the SSPP was a big
boost a8 Sal Lek and the SSPY
were widely recognised and
supported by the Shan people
as true independence fighters

Sal Lek was very good as a
tactician in mobile guerrilla
warfare He was the one that
the Myanmar people were
afrard of a former Sal Lek
comrade sald

Sal Lek began his guerilla
war against the Yangon gow
ernment in | 982 -

In 1989 the SSPP spiit and
one faction signed 3 ceasefire
deal with the Yangon junta
leaving Sal Lek and the rump
of the SSPP httle choice bt Lo
join forces with Khun Sa. ob-
servers said

a;:nivemmy of birth in March

already disappeared Until
1955, MMlma were shot on In
Nammable nitrate materials
which have a 50-year life e

pectancy

rvenis including dance. opera.

Diet more responsible than
heredity for obesity

CHICAGO: Chubby children are more the result of diet and
poor exercise than heredity and efforis to prevent obesity
should start as early as the age o6f four researchers sald on
Monday. reports Reuter

‘We've gotten the message that i vou are overweight i('s
because of your genes and vou can't do anvthing about it. The
message that comes out of this study is that parents can do
something about their kids being overweight.” said Linda Eck
of the [Iniversity of Memphis

In a study published In the American Academy of
Pediatrics monthly journal. she reported on a three-vear
study of 221 children aged thre¢ and four in Memphis

The study confirmed that heredity is consistently related
to obesity. But it also found that a combination of a high fat
diet and little, physical activity accounted for more weight
gain among the children than did age and family history.

What this study says is that there are some things that par
ents can do to control their children’s weight 0t an earlv age,
Fck said. and that the age of four is not

. . . -

Spanking is children's right

CHICACGCO)» Mothers most often spank their children not
out of rage but because they think it's nght for the child. ac-
cording to a US study published an Monday. reports Reuter

Researchers at the University of North Carolina and the
Albert Einstein College of Medicine in the Bronx. a borough ol
New York City, said they based their indings on a survey of
more than 200 mothers of children aged four and under.

Seventy-four per cent of the mothers "believed that there
are times when it is appropriate to spank a child.  between
the ages of one and three_ although onlv 19 per cent said that
of children under the age of one

The report said one reason parents spank is that “they
become angry in the frenzy of the moment™ But the survey:
suggests that belief rather than impulse plays a major role in
that form of disctpline

The American Academy of Pediatrics. which published the
findings in its monthly journal: said 1t believes spanking is a
bad idea no matter what the motive since it does “children of

any age more harm than good -

Forty-two per cent of the women
spanked thetr child within the last week

timy eAriy Lo star

had

in Lthe survey

Kurd factions
agree on fresh

Fremch cinema valid all vear = Y

The Lvon based |nstitute L@-ﬂbﬂtlre
Liere. a mothon picture mua- NICOSIA. Jan 10, The two
scum. will stage a host of main rival Kurdish lactions

have agreed on a new ceaselire

Lumere s infants having lunch
another Lumiere child playing

As their technique bios
saned into a new and luctative
art form. Louls revised his ecar
Wer pessimistic forecast and
mused: “The cinema amuses
the entire world What better
thing could we have done
and whai coubd have Pven us
more pride. "

The has so far

UN
et asidle IWM UUS dollars
for a special fund to help de.

veloping countries save (heir

films. newsreels. cﬂmtml.
films, cartoons, etc. Is in dan

ger of di ring forever.”
salid UNESCO head Federico
Mayor

“The art of theé cinema Is
the custodian of the 20th cen-
tury's memory.” he said.

At last yrar's Cannes Film
Festival, mayor appointed US
star Clint Eastwood ‘and
French actress Catherine
Deneuve goodwill ambassadaors
to head its

UNESCO estimales that
more than three quarters of
the fllms which were made
worldwide before 1980 have

More than halfl the cellu
lose - acetate filma made after
1950 could be deatroyed by
gradual bleaching if they are
not treatexi

France launched a salvage
effort In 1881 targeting
French footage shot hetween
1898 and 1954 on the fragile
celluloid nitrate Alm

its promoters ‘hope to have
saved all footage which can be
saved by the year 2008

To mark the cemeénary i
France, fllmgoers who buy a
miovie ticket on January |8
will receive a free ticket Lo any

music . and theatre for echools
and universities

Gaumont made an early
start to celrbrationa of ita own
centenary in the United States
in 1994, with a retroapective
of 80 movies al New York's
Museum of Modern Art
(MOMA) and acroas the coun-

try

In march, an international
symposium of flm makers
critics and historans at Paris
Saorbonne will draw
?q charter for “the defence

quality cinema.

to end their bitter fighting in
Irngt Kurdistan. a senjor mem
her of ‘'one of the factions told
Radio Monte Carlo on Monday.
reports AFP

Fuad Maassum ol the
Patriotic Unton of RKurdistan
IMIK) sald the accord on a
ceaseflire from 0900 GMT on
Sunday had started bearing
frutt unlike previous accords.

A KDP official Sami Abdel )

Rahunain. confirmed the . acceord
and sald an INC commitiee
had been set up to monitor its

inplemmentation

equipment to
near



