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=~ Inside Today
Article

Strong Family
Role Can Help
Prevent Urban
Crime and
Delinquency
by Dr M Enamul Huq

International

Pak N-programme to
dominate talks with

Perry
UN seeks to strengthen

Page 5

Blisiness

Employees involved in
dev process must be
given due incentives,
says Labodr Mimster

Arab League plays
down fears of lsraeli
economic domination

Pages 6,7

DSE inger B41.49 (001,
Market capsiafisation Te 4054 ellson
Tamover in volume 58.268.50
Tumower in value Th 12.44 million

Supplement

Today’s issue of The
Tlily Star contains a
two-page supplement
on Bangladesh Rifles
Bicentenary 1795-1995
Pages8 & 9
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OEposmon may reconsider if remgnatmns re ected

Speaker Shaikhh ‘Razzak Al
has completed the scrutiny ol
the resignation letters of the
(Gpposition MPs and will give
his deciston today. his office
sources said vesterday.

"Sir has said that he will*
give the decision tomorrow
and requestied you all not to
wait today, Razzak Ali's private
secretary told a group of re-
porters who thronged the
Parliament yesterday evening.

Razzak Ali spent nearly nine
“hours since 12:30 pm at his
office vesterday finalising the
draft of his decision.

BNP chief whip Khandaker
Delwar Heossain. Health Minis-
ter Chowdhury Kamal Ibne
Yousul aiw! Shahidul Haq Ja-
inet the Speaker du-

il MEP

By Staff Correspondent
ring Lthe day.

(ne hundred and forty-
seven MPs belonging to the

major opposition parties sub-
mitted their resignations on

December 28 demanding a

neutral. caretaker government

to supervise the next general -

elections.

A highly-placed official of
the Parliament Secretariat said
that the Speaker has prepared
a long ruling which is ex-
pected to be announced lndav

He said that some of the
signatures on the resignation
letters did not match with the
specimen signatures of the
MPs given during the oath.
Besides. soine other anomalies

were [ound in the resignation
letiers.

'Speaker’s ruling today

“Some of the MPs subunit-
led hand-written letiers while
some others lyped oul theirs.”
the official. requesting anony-
mity. told The Daily Star.

The senlor Parllament olfli-
cial said that the Speaker also
consulted the resignation-re-
lated clauses In the Consti-

tutions of some other
counlries.
He., however, declined to

comment on the nature of the
Speaker’'s ruling.

1 did not go through the
ruling which has already been
typed.” the offictal sald “Bul
there are chances he might
reject them.”

It is only a personal as-
sumption. based on the length

%!

Dhaka Day by Day

Today s issue of The Dhuily
tur e hj-dru an B-page Lab
bewn) amn : -

NEWS BRIEFS |

16 on the ocrasion of heoly
Shab-¢-Barat. repons B85,

Awami League chief Hh{’h Hasina dresalng

. See Page 12 Col 1

'.-l

a public meeting organised to mark the

home-coming day of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mﬂ]lb‘tﬂ" Rahman at Bangabandhu Avenue in the

city yesterday.

Accept either formula,
Hasina’s call to govt

By Seaff Correspondent

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday re-
peated {wo opposition formu-
lae for an‘imerim government
to eonduct the next general
clections i

The first plan proposes an
acdministration to be headed by
a meulral person acceptable to

all and composed of non-part)-
san personalities while the

second one suggests a counctl
of newtral advisors under the
President.

Addressing a public meet

ing in the city yesterday aller
%oon. the AL chief said the

ruling BNP could choose any of

Leaders of Lthe business
community yesierday called
upsn the peliticians both n
governmen! and in the opposi
tion tp resolve thewr differ-
cnces nmediately for (the sake
of the country s economic de-
velopiment

Salman F Rahman presi-

the two.

in both cases. the AL chief
said. the incumbent Prime
Minister must resign with the
announcement of the schedule
for the next general elections.
She also demanded the imune-
diate dissolution of the presemt
parliamefit

Turning to the en bloc res-
ignation of the opposition MPs.
she criticised the parliamemt
"Hn-n-h.ﬂ for delaying his duty

and called upon him to per.

form his constitutional respon
aibvlity in ihie regard

The BRP government suf

Ser Page 12 Col 4

— Star photo
Bangabandhu's
homecoming
day observed’
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Airbuses

By Asiuzzaman

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
yesterday got the final approval
from the government Lo pur-
chitse two French-made Alr-
buses directly from the
mdnufacturer. a Biman official
said,

The decision was conveyed
to the national flag carrier ves-
terday after the Prime Minis-
ter approved the flle of the
governmentl purchase commi
ttee, the senior official told
The Daily Star.

The committee. headed by
the Finance Minister, late last
month okayed the Biman pro-
posal to procure two mid-haul
aircraft.

The aircraft Airbus-310-
300, would be supplied by the
Airbus Industry in the middle
of 1996. the ollicial saild.

See Page 12 Col 3
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Portfolios of four

S

ministers changed

Star Report

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday re-allo-
cated the portfolios of (wo
ministers and two state minis-
ters in her 40-member cabi-
nel.

Fhis is the most significant
change in the cabinet since
the reshuflle in September
1993,

According to the latest
changes. Abdul Mannan Bhui,
van. who has beerd holding
charge of the Labour and Man-
power Ministry simce 1991,
was made Food Minister. while
Mir Shawkat Al has been
allocated Labour and Man-
power. Shawkat was inducted
in the cabinetl in September-
1993 as Food Minister

Me portfolios of two state

minis lers - Abdul Mannan and
Major “(retd) Abdul Mannan —
were ulso swapped. The min

Istry of Civil Aviation and
Tourtiym now goes to Major
(retd) Mannan. who was in

charge® ol Textiles Ministry for
over LInree years.

Abdtul Mannan. In charge of
the Civil Aviation and Tourism
Minisitry since the present
goverriment came to power In
early .'99]1. now moves over Lo
the Ministry of Textiles

The re-allocation of portfo
llos was officlally announced
vesterilay evening while the
Prime Minister's decision was
coanmm Wilcaled to all concer
et by the Cabinet Secrerary,

The FPM's decision sur

‘3ee Page 12 Col 6

By Staff'\Corresponadht "‘

The Awami League, its frnnt
organisations and different so-
clo-cultural bodies yesterday
observed the homecoming day
of Bangabandhu Shetkh Muji-
bur Rahman

Hundreds of people throng-
ed the Bangabandhu Bhaban at
Dhanmondi and garlanded the
portrait of Sheikh Mujib in the
morning. paying glowing
tribvites to the late leader,

Awamil League chief Shetkh
Hasina flanked by her party
colleagues also placed wreaths
Leaders of the Awami Jubo
League. the BDangladesh Chhat-
ral League and other or-

Ser Page 12 Col |

By Staff Correspondent

dent of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers ol
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCH. made the call while

up the discussions
and mm- of a day long
cotderence ol the business

conununity at the Bangladesh
Shilpakala Arademy

BCIC Bhaban, 30-31, Dilkusha C.A, Dhaka- 1000

Fertilizer Distrib

uupply of Urea Fertilizer io all

effect. In
started d

pursuance of this action

urea

;_1 10n Notice

urea fertilizer factories, to all Dcputy Commissioners for
selling the same tothe farmers through thana-wise retailers to be

appointed by them or other suitable means.

It may be mentioned that urea fertilizer factories sold
through private traders on first come first served basis,

8,38,360 MT. urea for domestic consumption

the first

'six months in the current financial year from July '94 to

December'94. This

system of sale

traders at

private
Hlllgatcwﬂlmnﬂnucuidebyaidcwﬂhthcemergency

mecasures.

All the urea fertilizer factories are now continuing
production in full-swing with daily output of around 6,000
MT. The Urea Fertilizer Factories have now ready stock of
1.15,533 MT. in their go-downs.

stock of about 20,000 MT. has

In addition,
been built

regions of the country.

market stocks are

being built

interventionary
up at the warehouses and depots located at eight
To further stabilise the fertilizer
up in each District by BCIC

from where Fertilizer will be sold to farmers through Thana
level retailers, to be appointed by Deputy Commissioners.

Thw conference. the first of
s kind, was attended by the

terised by enloroement of irr-
haftals and other

“The business community bave a role oo play In the
doep not belleve that all prob-  present political context.
lems will be sbived if no bar- He said gven the role of the
tals are called In future. But all Privaie sector in the country’s
are of the opinion that political  economic . the
stability 4s essential for busi- businessmen have every right
ness and economic develop- 10 protest when the
ment.” the FBCCl president and their own are
sab! fecied and such protrsis can

The responsibility for never (antamousd (A ﬁgm
mm les into political
-ﬂ politicians who them- ~ See'Page 12 # 8

Resolve political crisis immediately: FBCCI

.

.-h-.ﬁu»

Conference Centre in the city yesterday

Take steps against rising
crime, PM asks police

‘Livestock a
promising

sector’
Phime Whuséd Begum
Khaleda Zia said the

objective of her t's
livestock development pro-
gramme is (o improve the nu-
tritional status of people and
alleviate poverty. reports UNB.

"Livestock is one of the
promising sectors in our econ-
omy. This sector has been cre-
ating large-scale self-employ-
ment opportunities for the
unemployed youths and

Begum Zia was inaugurating

a three-day Asia regional con

ference of Commonwealth

Velerinary Association al

OUsinani Memorial Audiiorium
Sce MPage 12 Col 2

scives must ensure i, Rahman
said What the business com-

- munity tan and must demand

s that the problems have to
be resclved immediately, he
added.
"Otherwise the business
communily and the
as a whole would have 1o face
dire consequences ., Rahman
added
Salman sakd during the day
long conference. the busi-
nessinen also agreed that they

Surveyforoi],gasm
Bay hits snag

Star Report

Seiamic and gravity survey
for exploration of oil and gas by
two foreign cempanies is being
hampered due o chaotic traf-
fic moverment in the Bay of
Bengal according to sources in
Chittagong.

They said thay the survey s
being hampered because no
measures have yei been iLaken
by the authorities 1o keep off
fishing boats and trawlers from
the survey area.

If the survey cannot be fin-
ished within February. #t would

be very difficult to resume the
operation before November-
December because of bad
weather condition in the Bay.

Petrobangla sources said.

A specially equipped survey
ship. the Ross Seal. was hired
by Catrn Pie of Scotland and

HolHand “Sea Search of the
Netherlands for US dollars
30.000 a day

Since the vessel would lay a
25 kilometer-long survey ca-
ble on the sea bed along the
Kutubdia-Maheshkhali-Cox's .
Bazar- Hatlya coasts during the
survey, any interference in s
movemen! might cause dam-
age Lo delicate electronic gad-
gets, the sources saild.

The ship. which arrived in
Chittagong port on January 6,
began selsmic survey the next
day but faced difficulty in car-
rying out its operation because
of inmumerable small fishing
boats and trawlers operating
on Ns roule.

Some 25 differert authori-
tes including the Navy, Army

See Page 12 Col |

~<Prhine H'ru[sicr Begum
Khaléda 2ia vesterday said the
main 1ask of the police was to
enforce law and order, and
bring criminals to book. re-
ports UNB

“You have to remain alert so
that no innocent person falls
prey to harassment. . We all
want people o rely on the po-
lice.” she said at a meeting
with senior police officials at
the International Conference
Cenire (ICC) In the city yes.
terday aflernoon

The Prime Minister asked
the police (6 work s friends of

"the people. with ricrance and

honesty In maintaining peace,
curbing crimes and establish-
ing truth and justice.

o
i
S

| Pnme Minister Begum Khaleda Zia nddrumng the senior police ul‘ﬁcer: at the lntenmtmnal

— PID photo

STime NBas changed.
People's awareness have 'n-
creased [l is essential to
change our attitude. The men
talities of colonial and auto
"“E regimes are absolutely
out Of order in the democratic
ra. she said

The Prime Minister said.
"Members of the police forge
are not isolated from the peo
ple. they are a | part of the
people. so their principal alm
shouild be to extend services Lo
them”

While praising the police-
men for performing their du-
ties with sincerity. she said
there are allegations that some

of them are lailing in their du-
See Page 12 Col 3

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWAR! GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE
OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

v NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA,

TEL : 605057, 607363 SHOW ROOM : B61985

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 5.00

By Staff Correspondent

The lourth annual US Trade
Show, jointly organised by the
LIS embassy and the American-
Bangladesh Economic Forum
(ABEF), is scheduled to begin
in the capital tomorrow,

Minister for Information
and Commerce M Shamsul
Islam is expected to inaugurate
the 3-day exhibition on the day

alt 10 am at the Sheraton
Hotel.

This was announced in a
press conlerence vesterday by
the organisers. The ABEF
ident Forrest E Cookson hoped
that this year's trade show
would be an exciting one with
the participation of a total of
42 exhibitors representing
120 US companies. Last year’

See Page 12 Col 3

Duty on imported
newsprint goes

The government has taken
a number ol fiscal mmeasures to
augment the supply of news-
print and printing and writing
papers in the domestic
market, reports BSS.

Imported newsprint has
been fully exempted from cus-
toms duty. a PID handout said
in Dhaka yesterday.

Duty on writing and print-
ing papers upto 150 GSM has
been reduced from 45 per
cent to 30 per cent at the
same time to safeguard the in-
terest of domestic paper pro-
ducers.

Duties on its raw materials
such as chemical and semi-
chemical wood pulp, other
pulp and waste and scrap pa-
per have also been reduced
from 30 per cent to 15 per
cent

HC rejects plea
for quashment
by Taslima

The High Court yesterday
rejected a petition seeking

- dismissal of the blasphemy

charge fil=d bw the government
against controversial writer
Taslima Nasreen. reports UNB.
~ The division bench com-
prising Justice AKM Sadek and
Justice Abu Sayeed Ahmed,
however, asked ~the Dhaka
Magistrate s Courl to halt the
trial until it gets formal ap-
proval from the government.

A trial court needs formal
sanction from the government
to prosecuie a person accused
of offences such as blasphemy
comnitied In a loreign coun-

try
See Page 12 Col 8
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