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TCB asked to
import salt

The Ministry of Commeérce
has direcied the Trading
C ation of Banglades!:

"(TCHI to import 70,000 metric
tons of salt to mee! possible
deficit and keep it's price
stable. an official handout said
last night. The TCB has taken

Hmmlntporlmtﬂﬂ.nl

basis. The first ship
4 about 10.000 metric '
tons reached Chittagong on

POLSH 27

1401 BS,

Speaker Shuikh Razzak Ali
has said that he 1s likely Lo give
lus ruling on the crucial issue
ol resignation ol the Opposi-
tion MPs [rom Parliament
today.

TH try to give my ruling on
it tomorrow, and’if it's not

possible. then the day after
tomorrow.” he told UNB at his
ollicial residence yesterday

vvening.

The Speaker did not give-

any hint aboul the possible de-
cision he is going 1o take on
the matter. but =aid: T am
studying both the technical
and legal aspects of the resig-
nations

As miany as 147 Opposition

press lor peneral electfons un
rewtral, non-partisan
caretaker admmistration.

In reply to a guestion. the
Speaker said he had checked
all the resignation letiers and
signatures of the MPs in the
last lour days since January 6.

I'm not going to knockout
the resignation letters on any
technical ground.” Ali said,
adding: "T'm 511::!}'[!!1;1 the legal
aspects of the issue.

Asked il he has found any
IEE:I] fault about the resigna-
tions, the Speaker smiled and
said. You put a very intelligent
question. Yes. we are Llrying to
find that out.”

The Speaker. who had just
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'Speaker may rule on
resignations today

ber. his desk cluttered with a
lot of books on  the
Constitution, law, parliamen
lary practices and rules of
procedures of different coun-
tries of the world, Including
Britain and India.

Asked il he would refer the
rrulgndlmn Issue lo any court
of law. the Speaker said, "I will
not say anvthing about that.
Have patience for a few hours
more. You just wait and see.
Many things have changed at
the last moment *

Asked if he had sought any
opinions from constitutional
and legal experts on the issue.
he said, "I'm studying the
Constitution.”

AL to observe
Bangabandhu's
homecoming
day today

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League and its
fronl organisations will observe
the home-coming day of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman today.

On this day in 1972, Banga
bandhu returned
after nine months ol captivity
i Pakistan during Bangla-
desh's War of Independence.

The arrival of Shetkh Mujib.
leader of the Liberation War,
was marked by a tumultuous
reception.

In observance of the day,
the Awami League and its front
organisations will organise
public rallies and discussions
and garland the portrait of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman In the
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| Yangon yet to clear

70,000 Rohingyas
for repatriation

By Special Correspondent

The Myammnmar authoritics
are velt 1o clear 1he names of
70 000 Rohingya refugees stlay-
mg in Bangladesh for repatria-
tion.

Of the 2 50877 refugees
whn took shelter in Bangla-
desh. so far only 1.,38.087 have
been repatriated while another
1.12.790 are still awalting
their turn In 18 makeshilt
camps in Cox's Bazar and
Bandarban districts.

According to ofliclal sour-
ces, some 42 000 of
refugees now in the camps
have received Yangon's clear-

the

main pending with the Myan
nwr authorities.

When contacted. United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) officials
in Dhaka said that the matter
of clearance by the Myanmar
authorities and subsequent
repatriation from Bangladesh
Is A continuing process.

“Under the process. all the
reflugees are expected to re
turn home well hefore the end
ol this year.” they saild, adding
that the repatriation has
picked up substantially since

last July.

January 8 and the second ship
with eight theusand metric
tons will reach the port on
Jannary 13. reports BSS.

MPs lendered resignations en  recovered from a heart com- in reply Lo a question. the | citv and elsewlicre 111 the | ance to return home. but the Both the Bangladesh gov-
masso on December 28 tn plaint. was seen jn his cham: See Page 12 Col 7 See Page 12 Col 7 cases of the rest 70000 re- See Page 12 Col |
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Hundrf «}« of thousands of dvvun-m hrave d wslmdm < chilly conditions (v join the Akh. »y ”mn nil on the comng hrdmg day of the

MBBS admi-ion
rules changed

By Ripon Baig

The admission rules for the
first year MBBS course have
been I‘hﬂﬂ.ﬂﬁd’

Actording Lo sources con-
cerned. the notification for the
admission test. likely to be
held after the Eid- ul-Fitre.
woutld be given within five W
wve T davs

The total marks for the test
will pow be 190, instend of
140, Of the otal, 1850 marks
will be for writien test. 20 for
viva voce and one per cent of
the total marks secured by a
candidate in the SSC and MSC
examinations In the writlen
tesl, 45 mayks each will e lor
Physics, ("hemistry and Thology
and 15 Iy English. the

Sav Page 12 Col 2

Your favourite newspaper, The Dhaily
Star, will enter its 5th year of publication
on 14th January 1995. We would like to

extend our sincere gratitude to the

patrons, ﬁupporterﬁ advertisers, and

most of all to our readers, for makmg us

the most popular

English language

newspaper in the country.
To be able to serve you better in|
1995, we need your suggestions.

Please tell us, in 300 to 400 words,
what about our paper you find most

useful, and suggest what areas we

should concentrate on during 1995.

Please attach a passport size photo-

graph along with your comments,
as we intend to publish a selected
number of responses.

Please send us your suggestions by
11th January 1995.

Che Daily Star

— Trying fo serve ifs readers better

|

|

Iranforste tokeep

'illegal Bangladeshls'

. branian presiderry Akbar
Hashemi Rafsaniamni Sunday as
sured the visiling Bangladeshi
minister that he would do the
neediul 10 heep the five Lo six
thousand  illegal Bangladeshi’

iranigrants in iran. reporis
Frss,
Earller. ( ommunications

Minrister Ol Ahmed urged the
iranian president ta abesord
expatriate Bandladeshi work-
ers In the Iranian economy

Ol Ahmed s now on a lour.
day visit 0 lran 8t the invila-
tion ol lranian. Minister for
Roads and Transportation

He also handed over a
goodwill message (rom Prime
Miruster Begum Khaleda Zia
o the Irankan president,

While consvrying his warm
personal  greetings and re-

gards lu the Bangladesin Prime

Minisier President Rafsanjam
renewed his Invilatien o
B Zia w visit

iran @t her

Couvenienoe -

Ol Ahmad briefed the
Iranian President on economic
and political developments in
Bangladesh during the last
fnsr years,

The minister pointed out
that with the Now of bulk
items like clinker, sulphur and
crment. and with the purchase
of miflway coaches from lran
the Balance of trade was likely
o turn In lavour of Iran du
the current year. He request
Presidend Hnlmm.-m Lo bu]r
more jute. jule goods. les and
other producty and o R the
curreml pport restncllons In
loree in lran lor Bangladeshi

should send a strong delega-
hon ol businessmen (rom Lthe

privale secior 1o Bangladesh
President Ha arvepled

the sugéesiions in rw
| Ser Page 12 o
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Winter’s first
rainfall

By Staff Correspondent
City dwellers as well as
prople of the northern and
southern regions of the coun
iry experienced the first rain.
fall of the current winter ves-
terday

intermittent rainfall con-
tinwed throughout the dav
Normal city lile was partially
disrupted by the bone shiver
ing cold that accompanied the
rainfall

Met office sources hinted
that the temperature would
continue 1o (all during the next
iwo days and another cold
wave is likely 10 sweep almonsi
all areas of the country from
early next week,

The highest rainfall of 12
imlilinieter was recorded iIn
Rajshahi yesterday -Eight mm
rainiall was recorded in Bogra
and Jessore, live mm in
Mymensingh and Chuadanga.

‘three mm in Dhaka and

Ishurdl, two mun In Khulna.
See F ;

Rickshaws increase despite ban

[ ]
The nuunber A rnckshaws s

iIncreasing in the cily as un
scruputous manulacturers con
tinue o produer this manually
driven velcle. defying a gow
ermment bhasi.

The government had
banned manulacture of nck
shaws in 1989 and the Dhaka
City Corporation [DCC)
stopped issuance ol new li
cence (o check "The increase in
the nungper of nckshaws.

[Despite these steps rick:

= dWs M RO L W gl oy

New rckshat s J-ﬂ‘*“ﬂ.‘ rm g ut “h fltr wof

Corpdration ban.

By Krishna P Roy
posiiig 4 threat (o traffie sye
tem n the densely populaled
cily.

Unscrupulous manwlactur
ers. who mainly do repajnng
job, also produce new rick-
shaws al o number of places in
different areas of the city Mowst
of them are. however. i oid
parts of Lhe city

This c t visited
some factories and repairing
shops where the manufactur-
ers achinitied that they produce
iew rckshaws on opders from

ntending buyers. One of them,
uho has a [actory at Majed
Sarders (new) Road in old city
sald he manulactures new
rckshaw a4t a cost of around
Tk 7500

Me - sald the rickshaw
manulfacturers have an asso-
ciation mnamed Dhaka City
Corporation Rickshaw Mistri
Kalyan Samity The association
has 63 members who generally
produce new rickshaws

When .isked. whether he

Sew Page 12 il 7
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Cong-I plans to strike

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR. Jan 9 The
Bishuwa ljtema second lasgest
congregation of world
Muslims. concluded at Tongl
near here todav with lakhs of
devotees offering the Akheri
Munajat for the peace. pros-
perity and greater solidarity ol
the Muslim Ummah.

Several lakh devolees, in-
cluding 4000 foreign partici-
pants from 58 countries. took
part in the prayer which
started at 11 am and contin-
wved till 11:20 am

Maulana Enamul Hasan
Ameer ol the DPelhi-based
World Tablig Jamaal. con-
ducted the Akheri Mungjat.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas. Primme Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and Awami League
president Sheikh Hasina also
joined the munajat seeking
civine blessings.

(‘nndm llnr, Ihr munﬂjnt

Maulana Enamul Hasan called
upon the Muslims to follow the
path of Islam and uphold its
ideals In every sphere of their
lives. The prayers also sought
blessings for the development
and prosperity of the people of
the- country as well as the
world.

The Moulana urged the
Muslims to exercise Iman
(faith) and Amal [(deeds) in
their lives which ensure spiri-
tual emancipation. He said
through practising Iman and
Amal, Islam can be reflected
truly in one's life.

Tongl. the traditional site of
the congregation. became Lhe
locus of attention of the
Muslims as this year's three-
day [ftema was the 30th held
there. During the three days.
ricvotees listened to religious
sermons, discussions on the

See Page 12 Col 6

back at Arjun

AEW DELHT Jan 9 India s
rulineg Congress (1) Purty
hinted today that it was plun-
ning 1o strike back at Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao's
niiin rival for the MNsst time
since he guit the cabinet 16
thays ago. reports AFP

A meeting of the Congress
Central Election Commitiee
ICEC) described a letter writ
ten by Arjun Singh to Rao con-
cerning candidates for the up-
coming ledislative elections in
five Indian states as
‘misc hievous -

The CEC. which met here
kate Sunday. “has taken strong
exception (o such deliberadc
acis (o weaken the or
ton at this crucial juncture by
a member of the leadership.”
Congress general

Arjun §
i & letter on Saturday not (o
ignore party members “who
rentained committed o Lhe
lcadership ol the late Indira
Ciandhi
while picking candidates for
the stale elections

The move by Arjun Singh
wh released the letiter to the
jvrERe, Was W'hbl'f Seen as an
other aittempt lo cul Raos

and Rajiv Gandhi”

support base in the Congress
hv indicating that the prime
minister would not do justice
lo party loyalists.

Poojary told reporters here
that Arjun Singh's letter was
“politically motivated.”

"His intention is clear.” he
sald. "To say all these things al
a time when the elections are
due.. is nothing but mis-
chievous.”

It was the strongest attack
on Arjun Singh by the ruling
party since he resigned (rom
the cabinet on December 24
alter accusing Rao of plunging
Congress inlo inortia.

Arjun Siugh has since
slowly escalated a carefully-
worded anti-Rao campaign in a
move seen as an attempt Lo
project himsell as an alterna-
tive leader of the Congpess.

Arjun Singh declined- 10
commenit on Poojary's state-
ment. Asked If he feared he
waolld be ousted fram the
party. he shol back: “That is
not my concern.”

Poojary’'s threat to hit back
at Arjun Singh came a day after
the party's unit in Uttar
Pradesh. India's most populous
state. called for Rao's ouster as
Cormgress president

Draft Bills on
Ansars, Gram
Pratirakkha

Dal

he «abinet has approved

the diratt Bills ol Battalion
Ansars Act 1995, Ansars Bahini
At 1995 and the Gram

Frutirakkha Dal Act 1995, The
enhanced benefit packages for
battalion Ansars as well as em-
bodied Ansars were also ap-
proved. reports BSS.

The approvals were given at
the weekly cabinet meeting
held last night at  the
Bangabhaban with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia in
the chair :

The cabinet also approved
in principle the draft Bill of
Natlonal Book Centre Act
1 995

»

Ministers, state minislers
in charge of dillerernit mint
istrics and divisions, Cabinet
Secretary, Principal Secretary
to the Prime Minister and
concerned secretaries were
prescil in the meeting.

Two women
murdered
in N'ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Jan 9: Two
women were reporiedly mur-
dered in two places under
Bandar thana here today.

One of the victims was
iddlentified as Majeda Khatun,
23. a housewife, while the
identity of the other could not
be ascertained immediately.

Majeda., wife of one
Kalachan Mia of Deuli
Chourapara area, was al
strangled to death by her hus-
band following a family feud at
9 am today.

Family sources said
Kalachan Mia and Majeda often
quarrelled over Majeda's sus-
picion that her husband was
haying an extra-marital affair.

Poliee picked up Zaheda,
25. o suster of Kalachan, for in-
teringation while the accused
lius been absconding since the
day of the Thcident.

In another incident. police
recovered the body of an
unidentified woman, aged 25,
froin the Lesers ghat area this
alternoon. The bhody bore
marks of injury around the
neck

Two separate cases have
bevn registered with Bandar

police.

FBCCI confce
In city today

Bv Staff Correspondent

A conlerence of the coun-
try's business leaders on the
present political situation will -
be held today in the city at the
initiative ol the Federaton ol
Bancladesh Chambers of Co-
mimerce and Industry (FBCCI).

Leaders of 58 business
chambers and 132 associations
ol the country will take part in
the first session 10 be held at
ihe Federation Buillding In

Molijheel, while another ses-
silan. to be held in the
Hlangladesh Shilpakala

Apdemy suditorium. will be
participated by the members
ol the yveneral body of the
FYwC:

Aecording Lo sources. the
conlereine will discuss the
impact ol the political unrest
previtiiig i the country on
busitiess and the economy In
general amwd decide their role
i Uhis coite s
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