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Anwerican Kristi Yamaguchi attired in u traditional Japanese dress performs her routim
during the international professional figure skating competition in Tokyo vesterdin

Yamaguchi finished third to collect 12,000 dollars.
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Electronic eye to stay

FERTH. Jan 8: An
electromnic line
system stirongly
condemned by
» some top players
will be retained
for the Hopman Cup ténnis
mixed leams' event, tourna-
meni director Paul McNamee
said today. reports AFP.
McNamee was emphatic to-
day that organisers would not
yield to criticism from Wuch
leading players as Germany' s
iriple Wimbledon champion
Boris Becker and up-and
coming Ukrdine star. Andrel
Medvedev. rastked 15th in the
world
Becker

and Medvedev

lled no punches In their
an-mrm of the after

Germany had beaten Ukraine
i the final of the 12 nation
scompetition at Burswood
Dome Saturday

| disliked it very much.®
said Becker. "It made many
istakes.

We should stick 1, prople

Bul MdNaiger nhoriagped off

the players complainis about
the system. iniroduced at the

previous year's tournament but
ot vq":nmphrﬂi in any othe
interna al competition

‘| was very happy with it."
he said. "1 accept It is not per-
fect. but there have been many
fewer mistakes than when we
used people on the lines.

“We definitely plan to use
the system again néxt year °

The system. developed by a
South Australian company. is
cined at eliminating the hu

man crrof elemenit from line
call=

Wilander left
in wilderness

AUCKLAND. Jan 8B Austra
lian teen-ager James Sekulov
rallied from the brink of defeat
to down flormer world No |
Mats Wilander Sunday in the
final round of gqualifying for the
USs dis 328 000 New Zealand
‘Open tennis  champlonship
reports Al

Wilander. winner ol seven
Grand Slam gtles before taking
4 two-year break from the
professional circull, -was bea-
ten 46 76 (B-6) 6-2 by
Sekulov afier a 1wo-hour, 25
nule contest.

il e Australia’'s fierce
sunniner heat for the first time
in two years. reports Reuter.
Beckers most recent trips
Down Under have been for in-
door events. and in Perth

Bursewood Dome.
He missed last year's
Australian to attend the

. So far my prepluﬁnn
could wol have been better.”

said the
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better than

The balls are impregnaied
with microscopic particles of
metal which trigger a beep
when the ball passes over the
lime

Bu! Becker Medvedev and
some other players say ihe
failvire rate with the sveiein is

tnaceceptably high
Becker was the most W =
spoken, saying “Sometimes

th€ ball was so far out the line
system could not pick it up A
human eye would not have
made sich a mistake

"I believe we should go batk
to linesmen and women and
keep it that way We should
stick to what we have done for
more then 100 years,

The system waa briefly
abandoned duning the previous
yedf s lournament when it vas
discovered players using nwtal
rackets activatpd the beeper
when they passed over Lhe
livse

This problem did not ocous
during the recent eveni, bul
the view ol significan! numbers
of players was Lhal greater ac
curacy s achieved with nim
hied -eyed experis manning the
lines

er

success, has already comvinwed come to the et | think he's

sevegal opponents that he is
close w0 the form which
carned him the world number
one position that year.
Andrei Medvedev, beaten in
tpree sets by the German in
their singles rubber in the
Hopman Cup final. warned:
Knew he was serious abeowl

playing in Australla and trying
o get the number one spot

France's Jean-Philippe
mm.mu_;mp
victim. believes Becker has
periected the art of pacing
hhnﬂﬁrtht-qum.

‘in the ficst few rounds
always takes bis time. It's
in the later rounds that
Slarts fo serve and volley

irdx

playing as well as he 0 before
when he was number one or
weo. He's back

Berker lius Lhe Bpk:.nlululy

e prove Hhe podng winiy
where Lthe eag@hn wian icdd o
ﬂllk“l four other Wimbbe oo
champions — Pele Sampras,
Stefan Edberg. Michae! Stich
and Pat Cash.

Meanwhile. 20-year-old
Ukraimian Medvedev has de-
layed his departure 10 Sydney
for the New South Wales Open.
starting on Monday. 1o give
himsell mosg time (o recover
from knee and hamstring in-
juries. ;

The withdrawal of Jennifer
Caprjati with flu has robbed
ihe women's draw at White
City of one major attraction.
but has been counter-balanced
by the decision to grant a
wildcard entry to |4-year-old
Swiss Martina Hingis.

She will meet top-seed
Lindsay Davenport if she wins
her opeming maich against
American Meredith McGrath

All the players involved in
Australian s busy tennis sum
mer. however. know their
place In the spetiight is
strictly reiative to the arrival of
a certain Ametrican players lor
an exhibition tomrnament n
Adelaide this week

The newly-shorn Andre
Agassi is preparing to make his
first Urip to the Australian
Open. with only the Pope's
Torthcoming visit te Sydney
generating more excitement.
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deleated founh

- under fire

WELLINGTON, Jan 8: New
Zealand cricket coach Geofl
Howarth laces the sack after
his team's disastrous tour of
South Africa, Suhday newspa-
pers predicied. repurts AFP.

The BSunday Star-Times
published a fronutl page report
headlined "Howarth faces sack
alter tour debacle” and’ the
Sunday News carrted a column
by lormer New Zealand Test
cricketer Lance Cairns in
which he said heads would un-
doubtedly roll. -

_ The Kiwis are on their way

home aller losing all the one-
day matches they played in
South Africa and losing the
three-match Test series 2-1
after winning the first game.,

The Sunday- Star-Times
quoted New Zealand Cricket
Board chgirman Peter McDo-
well as saying: “The board and
myself would be neghgent f
we didn’t look al performances

niand where improvements can

be made. Obviously the board
will be considering Geofl's
position in light of his perfor-
INAnces.

[n the same paper. former
world-class.- New Zealand
howler Sir Richard Hadlee said
lough questions needed o be
answered [ollowing the dismal

In The Sunday News, Calrns
siid the tour could only be de
~<ribed as a disaster and the
team management would have
a lot ol explaining Lo do.

‘No doubt heads will roll—
and so they should.” he said-

However. captain Ken Ru
therlord seems to have esca
ped his tantrum when he
swore al umpire Barry Lam-
bson after being given oult leg
before wickét in the third Test
against South Africa.

Media commeni has largely
lavoured Rutherford and there
have been nu suggestions he
should lose the leadership

Rutherford was fined 75
per cent of his watch fee and
given a suspended sentence of
lwo Test matches should lhwe
again misbehave

Rutherford said in an imes
view with The Sunday News he
cared too much about plaving
for his country to accept bad
umpiring decisions wifhout re-
acting.

Indian Board XI

‘make England A

bowlers toil

MADRAS. Jan 8: Touring
England A toiled hard on an
nnresponsive wicket as the
lnddian Board President s
ECleven piled up 255 for thres
on pAhe first ey of their Tovr-
day match hore Sunday. re
F_I'r; 1s AFP i

e second siring English
men. buoyant after their 96
ran win over an Indian colis
sicde in Bombay last week. were
brought down to earth by the
more experienced cricketers
of ithe President's Eleven

Test prospects Rahul
Dravid. Vikram Rathore and
Saura? Ganguly. who are ex
pected (0 lead India A's chal
lenge in the three five-day in
iernationals to follow
recorded attractive half cen-
luries,

Dravid 1| ofed with an
unbeaten 71, while skipper
Rathore made 50 and lefl.
handed Ganguly contributed

¥ alter the home team won

the toss and eleciad 1o bat in
perfeet conditions &t the

Lefl-arm seamer Mark Hott
gave the tourists an early
breakthrough by trapping Ajay
Mehra leg before for eight with
T (olal ai 25 '

England As neal success
Came alter a W2 run sland bowe
Lhe  wecond wickel belween
Hathore and Ganguly which
taffied the soore 10 | |7,

Leg spininer lan Salisbury
whiv ook 1w wickeis in the
imatch against the [nlian colis
was rewarded b o sirady spell
with besth the other wi kets Lo
lall i the day

He had Rathore holing out
Lo myd-on and then held a
smar retum calch off Ganguly
1o make the home eam 160
lor three

But Dravid. who added 43
lor the third wicket with
Ganguly put on 95 for Lhe un
wicket wilh
Rizwan Shamshad (31 not out)
w deny further success W the
Englishunen

Salisbury was the best,

bowler on view with figures of
iwo for 65 from 26 overs
Koent s left-arm spinner Minal

Putel had none for 47 from 23

overs and llott one for 27 trom
| J

Div Il soccer

Sports Reporter
Mirpur Chalantika Sporting
Club recorded their third con
secutive win In the Second
Division football league when
they edged past Mahakhali
Eleven by a solitary goal at the
Mirpur Staddum yesterday
Axad struck the match-wi
her in the 24th minute s

in the other engagément of

|the day. Prantic Krira Chakra

and BRTC Sports Club shared

honours-in a one-all draw.

After a goalless first half.
Aziz gave Prgntic a 43rd

mimute lead before Igbal re
stored parity for BRTC in the

58th muindite of the 70 minute

e ounter

ADELADE, Jan 8:
Jhin Courler used
i clubbing fore-
hand to beat Fre-
wchman Arnaud
Boetsch 6-2, 7-5
Sunday in the final of the
Ausiralian hardcourt tennis
championship and end a 17-
month drought. reports AP.

The powerful American.
seeded third, won the 15th
singles title of his career by
overpowering the unseedd¢d
Frenchman in 95 minutes.

Couriler was winless in 1994
alter winning five titles In hjolh
1992 and 1993. '

The two-time Australian
Open champion lifted his
wordd ranking fcom 13th w
I 1th with the win and earned
S dirs 43,000. He also
boosted his confidence for this
year's Ausiuralian Open. which
hedins Jan 16 in Melbourne,  °

Courier's last win was m
August, 1993, when he beat
Boris Becker in the final in
indianapolis.

"Winning never
Courter said. "There was néver
4 Ume when | doubted | would
win again. but it is nice to f}-
nally do it. I'm certainly look-
ing lorward to the rest of the
vear.” ;

Courier went through the
Australian hardcourt champi-
onship without dropping . set

harts,” -

with his form against Boetsch.
T didn't play my best tennis

bl the encouraging thing is |

still found a way o win.” he

JIM COURIER :
sakl 1 had the confidence 10
plav my own game.

Courjer used his stremgfth o
titke an early 3-0 lead and

Courier comes good at last.

- bul. was not completely happy

hrrrm--j.l through the first set
In 48 1tinunes, '

Boetsch's hopes flickered
hriefly when he broke to lead
1-0 In the second. set, but
Courier broke’ straight back
and then broke agajn in the
|2th game to seal the win,

“l lost a bit of confidence in

my groundstrokes, especially

my lorehand.” Boetsch said.

‘I don't know why, but |
didn't feel very comfortable at
the back of the court. He was
hitting the ball very hard.
harder then the other players.”

Courier said he hoped a
more relaxed altitode would
stand him in goéod stead
through the New Year.

“‘When I'm playing well and

* have a good spirit, my game

matches up with almost every-
one so it's just a question of
being patient with myself

rather than forcing it to
happen.” he said.
Courier teamed with

Australian Pat Rafter 4o also
win the doubles title. The un-
seeded pair defeated the No.3
seeded combination of Byron
Black of Zimbabwe and
Canadian Grant Connell 7-6 (7-
3. 6-4, g
Black and Connell had sur-
prised the top-seeded Austra-
llan combination of Mark
Woodforde and Todd Wood-
bridge in the semifinals.

S{ars battle Down Under
S

MELBOURNE.,
J.n 8: Andre Aga-
~si and Jim Cou
rier have chosen
an exhibition in
Adelaide. Pete Sa-
mpras aid Boris Becker will
plav a rival exhibition in Mc
ibourne. Other tennis stars will
contes! official events in Syd-
nev. Hobart and Auckland as
they prepare for the Australian
Upecn. reports AP.

“u fewer than five different
cvenls are scheduled for
Australia and New Zealand this
week as Australian Open com.
petitors fine-tune their games
for the first Grand Slam event
of the vear. which begins Jan
16 in Melboume.

The New South Wales Open
— the traditional lead-up to Nu
Australian Open — finds 11~
men s singles draw denuded ol
drawcards by the pair of exhi
bitions I

Courier. Agassi and leading
Austiralian Pat RaRler will play
the Adelaide [nternational
Chalienge fromm Wednesday
through Saturday.

Wimbledon champion Sam-
pras. Becker. Stefan Edberg.
Michael Stich. Michael Chang
and Australiar’s Pat Cash. Jason
Stoltenberg and Wally Masur
will play the Colonial Mutual
Classic in Melbourne on the
sane dates

That leaves Marc Rosset
Andrei Medvedevy, Thomas
Muster and Richard Krajicek
as the top four men's seeds for
the US dirs 650000 New
Soulh Wales Open. which be
gins Monday at Sydney’s White
City courts |

Rosset opens agains
Ausiralian Richard Fromberg
while Medvedevy will [ace
American Richey Reneberg il
Mediveded has recovered from
a leg injury

The women s draw in Syd
ey in stronger. with Lindsay
Lrovenport, Gabriela Sabatini
Kiwiko Date and Mary Joe
Fernandez the leading seeds.
Al lour have first round byes.
while [4-year-old Swisa pro
digy Martina Hingid was given

tardd following the
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wit hildrawal ol Jennifer Cap-

riati. who 1s sullering [rom
wifluseriza -

Sovuth African Wayne Fer-
reira has opted to prepare for
Lthe OUpen across the Tasman
Sea in Auckland.

Ferreira 1s the top seed for

the US dirs 328,000 New
Zeal:ind Open. ahead ol
Russian Alexander Volkov
Anwer s an MaliVia Washingon
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vk ol Germany makes n forchand return o

and Spain’'s Javier Sanchez.
Ines Gorrochategui ol
Argentine heads the entries

ler the US dirs 110.000
Tasmanian International
Wouwn's (ipen in Hoburl,
To~tkinia.

Her rivals include American
Chanda Rubin. Judith Wiesner
of Austria and Ginger Helge
son-Nielsen of the United

~les.
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Kapnst

Irina Sprilea of Romania during the Indonesian (pen
tenmis final in Jakarta yesterday. Hack won the match 2-6,
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| Indonesian Open

.
title Hack's

JAKARTA, Jan 8: Top seed
Sabine Hack of fought
back (roin a 5-1 second-set
deficit and beat Romania's
Irene Spirlea 2-6, 7-6. (8-6),
6-4 Sunday for the champi-
onship of the Indonesian
women's Open lennis tourna-
ment, reports AP.

The 26-year-old Hack fell
into unforced errors in the
first sel. in which Spirlea
broke in the third il seventh
gaines. 3

Spirlea, taller and 5
younger. [rustrauted Hack with
her sliced backhands as she
broke again in the second set's
third and fifth games.

But Hack, 19th in the world
women's rankings, battled
back to 5-5.

Spirlea. ranked 438rd and
seeded sixth here, led again at
6-5 with another break, but
Hack broke back again and
took the tie-breaker.

Hack took three straight
games [rom 3-4 in the decid-
Ing set of the 2-hour. 15-
minute maitch at Jakarta's
Senayap Tennis Centre. The
victory was worth dirs 26,500
from the purse of dirs

161.250.

Spirlea shared in the dou-/
bles title. however. pairing
with Claudia Porwik of Germa-
ny for a 6-2, 6-3 victory over
seventh seeds Laurence
Courtois and Nancy Feber of
Belgium 6-2, 6-3 in tlw linal.

Johnson holds

oft Kingdom

SASKATOON. Saskatche-
wan, Jan 8: Allen Johnson held
off fellow-American and former
world record holder Roger
Kingdom tw win the 60-metre
hurdles at the Grand Prix ew-
ent ol the Knights of Columbus*
Indoor games on Saturday.
reports Reuter.

Johnson also beat Eugene
Swift. sixth-ranked in the

———— O a1 1 10-metre hurdles, to

win in 7.66 seconds.

Swift was second in 7.67
id Kingdom was third in
7. b,

[ never really got on a fast
Jinvthnmi, | was feeling my way
rhrouch the race until 1he

mirth hurdle,” Johnsan said.

In Lthe race. hurdles cra-
shed to the [loor and one
runner lost a shoe. Despite the
problems, Kingdom was plea-
<ed with the season-opening
ellort.

You've got most of the
quick starters for hurdling
here today. it was a very tough.,
Nioid.” Y

Kingdom won a goild meff':i'
1 the 1984 and 1988 Olvin-
NCs in the | 10-metre hurdles.

Once we gol outl then the
pressing started. | made a hel-
lnva surge to catch those guys
but | started smiling too early.
en we hit the last few hur-
(lles and they took off again.”

Angela Coon of Canada
<stunned the American contin-
cent with a win in the wo-
inen s GO-metre hurdles. in
% 23 seconds.

= -
Dawn Bowles of the United
Stales who won the hurdles
vvent atl the w{i;kl Student

} Vuunes lasl year was second in

“.24 seconds and Texan
Monifa Taylor was third in
4.4 seconds.

The hype surrounding the
men's 60-metre sprint  fizzled
with an easy victory for
t.anada's Donovan Balley in
1.55 seconds.

Aston Morgamr of Jamaica
was second in 6.65, and reign+
ing Canadian champion Bruny
Surin of Montreal was third,
Also 11 6B 6GS
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letter stands for another. If you think that X equals
affirmative will equal O throughout the puzzle. Si
words and words using an a
locating vowels. Solution |s

YPXKZ FNH
L P X E O
MOOY WP
IXK AXF.

clue: E equals B |
itution cipher in which one
It

B wrdandeme



