The Buily Str | Pushing Banks to Own Up and Perform Better

. ' The new dispensation will directly impact the banks of course and it would bring consequences for deposito:s,
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Better Late than Never

funds to meet larger loan pro- acnhy-

clamouring for. On the other hand, rushing into a
new election without the necessary preparation
will defeat the very purpose of holding a free and
fair election, the demand that lies at the very
heart of the current political impasse. The op-
position. in their attempt to dislodge the BNP
government from power should not take lightly
the need for adequate preparation for elections. If
they do. the genuineness of their intention to
hold a free and fair election will be under serious
doubt.

Election. either early or in fourteen months, is
really now the focal point. How to hold it most
freely and fairly is of the highest concern to us all.
Even for just that. we think the path of under-
standing is the one to follow.

. L .
Policing the Highways

On Saturday The Daily Star reported at length
about the recommendation made to government
to raise a highway police force and set up a sepa-
rate traffic cadre service. The Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority who made the recommenda-
tion said that short of those measures the fre-
quency and the miagnitude of highway accidents
and crimes could not even be addressed properly.
The BRTA has said that the proposals are under
aftive government consideration. I

These proposals are but a vindication of the
demands constantly hammered by this journal
over the last three years. Once this encouraging
response is here, the problems of the highways
have now to be seen and understood at’ greater
depths and in finer detail. And before we go into
that, will it be tog exuberant to hope that our
other frantic pleas may now begin to elicit similar
positive response? And most of these pleas cen-
tred on the performance of the police itself. Not
all police faiﬁres are due to lack ol numerical
strength. In the capital city. a sufficiency of traffic |

licemen has. contrary to claims made by the

RTA sources quoted in The Daily Star report,
hardly helped matters. Lack of true application
and deep-entrenched corruption have combined
to rob police to play any effective role in plugging
lapses in traffic movement as well as roadworthi-
ness of vehicles. A considerable traffic police
strength in the city has done next to nothing to
improve either the pollution situation or upon the
fact that at least 80 per cent of vehicles on the
road are moving death traps.

A separate cadre for traffic police and the elite |
among them taking care of the highways: In fact
there is no way but through this. But how to en-
sure that the ruling inefficiency and corruption in
the city traffic management wouldn't now only be
extended to the roads that connect the nation?
Preventive mechanisms must be devised before
the police get a truly lnn%l handle.

To be effective the highway police must be mo-
bile. Highways must all be patrolled at all hours of |
the day and night. Road security gains radically in
importance. Security on two fronts — freedom
from accidents and from violent crime: without
such security, these highways would be robbed
practically of all use.

Independence of Universities

This is a distinction in reverse. N9 convocation
has been held at Rajshahi University ever since
the emergence of the Bangladesh state 23 years |
ago. The 40-year old university has tp date held
six convocations — all ol them before liberation
and all within the first 16 years of its founding.
Five ol these six were held under one Vice-
Chanccllor — Professor-Mumtazuddin Ahmed. |

Exposed to the above facts what is one to think
of the goings on in that university? It may appear
that national independence has been a bane
rather than a boon for the university. The univer-
sity’s many records, topped by this convocation
one, do put into question the value of national lib-
eration. But this is at best misleading. In 1973, |
when the whole nation had hardly recovered
from the shock and the devastations of a nine-
month long inferno, the university in a rare show
of mism held a special convocation to award
D.Litt honoris causa on the French hero and |
writer and cultural legend Andre Malraux. Thi-
ngs were decidedly on the ascendance there till
uth;:n?and some time more. What happened after

Rajshahi University never had a normal pea- I
ceful year after that in the last two decades —
thanks to chief executives of strong political
opinions generally not in consonance with the
glrlt the ideas of liberation. The blame for

jshahi University's recoiling into an insular co-
coon that kept clear of the national striving for

democm?' and culture, must lay squarely on the
politics Wtcs of the day.
A rati e for true independence of the
universities can hardly be found in a jiffy. '

standing already. The other
recognised way lor banks (o
weather the situation is Lo
create additional reserves (rom
current profits — pultting by
resources lo lace any possible
adversity in the coming days
Termed loan provisioning In
banking circles  these addi
Lional reserves would provide
the Lank with the wherewi L hal

Christmas and  New

H Year 1994 — 1s somwe

thing that the Holy city has not
witnessed In hall a century
The Prace Process has laken
firmy hold and 1l 1s irreversible
Nearly 50 years ago the first
Araby Israelt war broke out and
brought in ils wake a new slalr
called lsrael The last hall a
century has wilnessed violence
and bloodshed between the
Arabs and the Jews polansa-
tion in two camps, the interna-
tional comnmuunily wrestling
with this mtractable problem.
The two key UN Securnity
Council resolutions., 242 and
337 spelt out the broad out-
line of a setldement. The 1967
war between the Arabs and
Israel made il even more ex-
plicit. It was return of Arab

OLIDAY scason - Lthat s

linds to their onginal owners
i return for peace jor |srael
within her internationally

recognised borders

The Ramadan war of 1973
brought about the first signs ol
a possible settlement. The

largest ol  the Arab sigles,
Ecvpt dedided 10 make ptace
wilhh Israecl It was at Camp
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erd of 1998 a bank loan over

due for repayiment lor one yrars
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O! Jerusalem — the Most Cherished

by Arshad-uz Zaman

Throughout this half century of intermittent war and endless negotiations, there is one question, which has
been kept carefully aside. MLM#MMM&I’HMM

Dawvid in lale seventes pushed
hard by President Carter (hat

Anwar Sadat ol Egvpt and
Menachem Begin of lsrael
signed the histonc Peace
Treaty

It was dunng the presi-
dency of another Deinocrat —
President Bill Clinton. the
miracle happened. On an
Autumn day of L993. on the
terrace of the House
Yasser Arafat and Rabin
shook hands in frent of the
whole world [t has bee
recognised all along that th}
heart of the Middie East di
pule was the Palestine prob-
lem Palestinians dnven from
their homneland in 1948, have
bore the brunt of the struggle.
Signing of the peace accord
between Palesuinians and the
Israelis signals the eflective
end of war between Lhe Arabs

and the lsraelis Since thas his
toric event. peace lrealy has
been signed between Jordan
and lsrael 1t s only a matler of
ume for similar treaties w0 be
signed between Israel and
Syria and Lebanon. whose ter-
ritones lsrael sull ocecupies
Throughout! this half cen

tury ol interuutient war and
endicss 1 lations Lhere is
one quesition, which has been
kept carefully aside. That ques-
tvon is Jerusalem. emotionally
easily the most explosive. Here
the invwolvement is not territo-
ral alone — it is the faith of
the three largest monotheistic
religions of the world. For
Judaism. Christianity and
Islam, Jerusalem holds a
unique place. Devoteed make
thie annual pilgrimage to this
ancient city. where all three
religions had their first roots

and (lourtshed., Il Jews ang
Christjans hold on to
Jerusalem as one of theiwr most
holy sites, il is no less lor Lhe
one billieon Muslims The

, Masjid al-Agsa and its Dome of

the Rock are engraved in every
Muslim heart. Jerusalem used
to be the first Qibla (the direc-
tion of the prayer for Muslims
throughout the world) before it
was shifted to h. King
Faisal of Saudi ‘dearly
held wish had been to pray at
the Al-Agsa mosque.

After the 1967 war, lsrael
annexed part of Jerusalem and
declared it her eternal capital.
She moved the seat of her
Government to Jerusalem. Yet
such is the sensitivity on the
subject that no state, who has
diplomatic relations with
Israel, has moved its mission
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

Palesltine Liberation

capital of the future state of
Palestine. King Husséin of
Jordan, who traces his lineage
from the family of Prophet
Mohammad (SA), claims the
right of supervision on the re-
ligious sites in Jerusalem.
Inclusion of a similar cht‘m
the Jordan-lsraeli peace
created misunderstanding
between Jordanian and
Palestinian leadership. In the
recent Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC) summil in
Casablanca the heads of state
preferred not to touch this is-
sue at this stage.

The settlement of the Arab-
Israeli dispuie has produced
recipients of Nobel Peace prize
twice. The first time il was
Anwar Sadat and Menachem

It's the Only Job in Town, Complain the Arms

TRANGERS are welk'o-
S mexd 1o Darra- Adaank:

hel with open arms —
atl resounding gunfire.

Dont worry. it happens all
the time.” says a smiling dealer
as a volley of ear-splitting gun-
shots greets the visitor. “It's
buvers testing their arms.

Guns lar outnumber peopie
i this sleepy ‘lown nestled in a
iountainous area along the
Alghanistan-Pakistan border.
el Lhe cily of Peshawar.

Part ol the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas,
where Pakistant laws do not
apply. Darra-Adamkhel has a
free arms market, attracting
bearded. gun-toting locals and
buvers from around the globe.

The clatim that “almost any
make and form of arms and
anmmunition can be found in
this market.” is confinmed by a
quick round ol the main bazar.

Carpeted shops and plazas
are packed with weapons, In-
cluding sophisticated artillery
pieces. rocket-launchers,
Kalashnikovs and handguns.

'his Is our national trait.
People call It smuggling but we
call 1t husmess,” says a voung

pther work for us. We

Qudssia Akhlaque writes from Darra-Adamkhel, Pakistan

—— e et the
Whether it's a rocket-launcher or a handgun, the traders of Darrd-Adamkhel have just the
weapon for you. A Gemini News Service correspondent pops down to the arms market.

ﬁhupktt;.lfr-wl.lh pride.

There are an estimated
2.500 arms shops. which pro-
vide the main occupation.

Byt behind a veil of pride in
this “traditional™ business,
there is a strong feeling ol
frustration and resentment.

Like the poppy groewers
across the border .in
Alghanistan. most people in
Darra say they are in the busi-
ness because they have no
choice.

We do not want to be
sclling arms. but do we have an
option? asks Jawed, whose
weapons shop sells evervthing
from the traditional home-
made to the most expensive
imports,

“What else can we do in this

mountainous area? There Is no
have
nol a single [actory or . so
we are compelled to do the

arms business, I savs resenl

hudly

Located in 8 narrow  piass
between rugged mountains
Duarra is a wtally unsuitable site
for any business. The only
semblance of infrastructure is

" a narrow, broken-down road

that links it to Peshawar.
Pakistan's north-western bor-
der city some 175 kilometres
from Islamabad.

‘It is due to government's
indifference and lack of coop-
eration that eyen today we are
so far brhm?nlhcr Pakistani
lgwns,” protests another arms
dealer. Abdur Rahman.

Women and small children
are kept away from the bazaar,
but youngsters from the age of
ten are Inducted into the
trade. quickly becoming ex-
perts in arms and artillery.

*This Is our culture that we
have inherited from our ances-
tors,” says trader Zaafran Khan,

But the men have no ro-

niantic notions about their
children holding on to this
arms-based lifestyle.

“We wouldn't like our chile
dren to enter the trade.” says
Mohabat Khan. and a dozen
workers at his workshop nod
their heads in agreement.

Haji Musa Khan says they
have bigger dreams for their
offspring: "We want to give our
children education. We want
them to be doctors and engi-
neers.”

But they do not see this
dream materialising. Darra-
Adamkhel has many schools
but only one college. "This
college is useless because the
masters seldom show wup,
which naturally discourages
students,.” says a father.

Almost all the arms shops
are owned by Hajis Muslims
who have made the pilgrimage
o Mecca). "After making the
first Rs 100,000, each busi-

nessman goes for Haj.” ex-
plains a trader.

The biggest shop carries
about 70 kinds of arms. many
imported from Russia,
Afghanistan. China. Japan.
Korea, Germany. France, Italy.
Spain and Australia.

“The hotiest selling pistol is
the 30 bore semi-automatic
Chinese, costing $350°. says a
salesman. "

Fixed prices are rare. Deals
are made by haggling.

A Darra-made Kalashnikov
costs from $100 to $200.
while the prices of imported
ones range from $330 to $500.
A locally-made rifle costs be-
tween $27 and $160 and a pis-
tol from $18 to $200. Double-
barrelled Russian rifles cost up
to $500.

"We also make .rocket
launchers here on special
order for private parties.” a
dealer told Gemini News
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so that s does
not get derailed.. Overall. the
fimancial system would run
smoother for that. In a way,
the new initiative is also a
move designed to push banks
into owning up their past
failures and perform betler in
the future Question is. will the
banks come up lo the lest?

Begin and the segond tne it
wan fmhrnm-rulh_hm

and Shammir
'] i hae wrrlluﬂﬂ

Lhiat
dispute between israel and the
Arabs is well on its way o a
settiement. the world will have
lo come to grips with the
question of all questions —
Jerusalem. In recognition of
the fact that this question

and particularly superpower”
USA. have kept it on hold. Yet
the time has come to face the

diplomacy. Since the answer
will have to be sought in the

caty bearts and minds of men. it s~

essential that leaders of Lhe
region putl their heads lo-
gether and devise a solution

faiths.
At Lthe fag end of the twen-
tieth century, this must be the

ul peace and concord. Let
be the holiday gift of 1995.

Traders

Service. Asked who would
place such orders. the dealer
said with a smile: "For that we
don't have the answer.”
Pakistan army officials be-
lieve Darra-marketed weapons
are bought mostly by militant
Islamist groups. It was these
weapons. they say. that helped
one group launch a rebellion
against the Pakistan govern- .
ment for enforcement of
Shariah (Islamic laws] in early

November.
The five-day rebellion. dur-

ing which well-armed mili-
tants in Swalt District killed

one ruling party parliamentar-
ian and held hostage a provin-
cial minister and several state
officials. claimed 40 lives.

For Darra Ftesidents. the
abundance of arms and their
unchecked display is not a dis-
turbing sight. They are consid-
ered insurance against crimes.

"Arms do not disturb the
peace. they maintain it."argues
Jamal Husain. He is partly
right. Guns sold here are not
fired in anger in Darra: they
are destined for use eisewhere.

QUDSSIA AKHLAQUE is a
Pakistani [reelance reporter.
and photographer

address.

Political scenario :
Lesson from
Dinosaurs

Sir. Readers may wonder,
what on earth does a
"sophisticated"”, taxfree 4-
wheeler driven Bangladeshi
politician has to learn from a
prehistoric huge reptile. To
find the answer one need to
examine the two carefully.

We all know that the
Dinosaurs — these prehistoric,
huge powerful, ferocious rep-
tile's — once ruled the world
for nillion year's. But Lhese

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

large reptiles (lisappearcd
from the [ace ol the earth in a
relatively short period. It s

said that the earth’'s environ-
ment changed drastically due
to an ice age, and it was the
inability of the Dinosaurs to
cope with the changing envi-
ronment that hastened their
disappearance.

Similarly, politicians In
Bangladesh are fearsome, pow-
erful. larger-than-life character
and people In general are
afraid of them. Politicians,
whatever the party affiliation
(this may change quite happily

as Lhe wind changes). all be-
long to the same group what

many term as ‘opportunist.
Good thing s, they don't seem
to realize that the socio-eco-
nomic environment in which’
they flourished is changing.
Thanks to the Information rev-
ojution. Today a man on the
sireet |Is less likely to believe
the politicians or have faith in
ihem: We ohserve everyday.
how in other societies politi-
. 1ans behave, and take note of
that, If our politicians had
taken any note of the mass,
they would have known how
skeptical we are about theif
behaviour.

We are no longer prepared
to accept any inept and oppor-
tunis® politicians to run and
ruin this beautiful land of ours.
If they soon don't change their
method and tactic and adapt to
the every-changing socio-eco-
nomic environment, they too
will soon disappear like the all

powerlul Dinosaurs 1 truly be-
lieve that the present political
deadlock may hasten the pro
(1°38.

Towliq Elahi.

Azimpur. Dhaka

Credibility of Radio

Sir, Recently, on 28th of
December, to be precise.
though a non-political person |
desired to know about devel
opments in the country. The
affairs in our country. one of
the poorest, is of little concern
fo the outside world. Even
then we find reference to the
political crisis here is the
news of BBC etc. So naturally |
was expecting to hear some-
thing on our radie that
evening. Eagerly. | listened to
the radio news of 7 pm. The
lirst item (obviously most im
poriant eccurrence of the day!)
was the meeting of a delega-
tion from Kazi Association with

the President. Ajud nwo 1mention
of a crisis of any sort in the
country!

The prime minister and her
advisors should better realise
that with such loss of credibil-
ity this instrument of propa-
ganda does (hem a negative
SETVice,

A reader
Gun licence

Sir, Our government has to
tally banned the issuance of
new gun licences. Thousands
of people have licenced gun
and God knows what numbers
of fire arms are in the country
without licence! | do believe
that licensed gun holders are
very comnscious people and
there is possibly no instance
that owner of licensed gun has
opened fire in an act of terror
s

The govermment could im
poSe very strict resirictions to
fulfil by the applicants in the

matter of issuing a hicence But
if should not be altogether
banned.

I would like to state my
personal experience in this
regard. My mother wants me
to beconre her gun's legal
holder and she wants o sur-
render her licehce
Accordingly. | went to the
concerned authority at Syvihet
and explained my mother s in-
ability to retain the gun s own
ership. and 1 also explained nw
genuine need for a gun. being a
tea estale's executive, purely
from the security stand point.
But he intimated his inability
to issue licence due o the
government's ban in this re-
gard. although he felt that |
had very genuine reasons o be

A with a licence

I hope the government will
pay due importance to this
matter
Morrs Sarmwad Uhowedfurny
Pt Tva Estate. Syt



