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Reaping paddy

Two farmers
killed, 200
injured
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Jan 7 Twe arm-
ers were killed on the spoi
and more than 200 were in
jured. fown were untraced and
1 WOre
gutted in armed clashes be
iween joldar backed armed
lathials and local farmers over
reaping of paddy and occupy
ing of new charland in differ-
ent char areas of five southern
districts under Barisal Division
during last one month.

The incidents of clashes
occurred in Jaliarchar under
Mehendigan) thana of Bartsal
district. Nandipara. Laukathu
Mithanganj. and Chakamaia vil-
lages of Patuakhali district,
llisharchar of Bhola district,
Herinapala village under
Pathnghata thana of Borguna
district. Guns were also used
and bambs were exploded in
these incident. During thtsf
armed clashes at last twenty

persons were arrested, police
sources said.

Young lady
killed, son
injured

BRAHMANBARIA. Jan7: A
voung lady was killed and her
son was wounded by her
adopted brother at village
Malai Banga in Nabinagar thana
at the end of last week ending
Thursday. police and hospital
sources said. reports UNB.

Shahina Chowdhury 35. res-
ident of Chittagong district.
died instantly and her son
Masum 22 were admitted to
Comilla sadar hospital with
critical injury. However. ac-
cused Mujibar Rahman. man-
§» 2ged to escape.

Shahina with her son. came
from Chittagong to pay a visit
to Mujibar who killed her and
hurt Masum with weapons and
grabbed Tk 30.000 from their
possession.

A case was filed with
Nabinagar police station.

20 lakh fish
fry released
in Muhuri

Irrigation Project
FENI. Jan 7 : Some 20 lakh

fish fry were released at the

open water-reservoir of the
Muhuri Irrigation Project from

December 10-20. reports
UNB.
According to efficial

sources, the pisciculture gro-
ject of the area-is the second
largest in the country swhere
Il lakh fry were released by
the fisheries department last
year

It is expected that BO lakh
kgs of fish worth Th 6 crore
will be produced annually at
the project and at least 5.000
fishermen of the area will be
benefited.

Established in 1985, the
Irrigation Project located at
Sonagazi. at present has open
water reservoir of about 4 000
hectares of land Waters from
Muhur. Kalidas and Fenl rivers
are being collected at the
reservoilr

Massive plan
to cultivate
cotton seeds

JHENIDAH. Jan 7 | Cotion
Development Board CDB) of
Jhenidah. Jessore Kushtia and
Chuadanga zone has Laken up a
massive programme o culti-
vale collon seeds on 30, 000
lsrLares of land. UNB.

Arcording 1o the official
sources. of the (otal land,
6.900 lLicviares have been
brought under cultivation in
Jhenidah, 8.000 hectares in
Kushtia, 7.100 heclares in
Chuadanga and 8 200 hectares
in Jessore.

All necessary measures have
been taken to supply high
yielding variety seeds. feruiliz-

. pesticides. loans and
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SIRAJGAN:

Jamuna Bridge a! Saidabad in sadar thana.

[.and acguisition for JMB

Illegal construction of houses

to claim compensatlon money

SIRAJGANJ. Jan 7: Ram-
pant construction of houses in
Mulibari, Baoitara. Saidabad
and Sadanandapur in sadar
thana have causing problems in
rehabilitating the affected
people of Jamuna Multipur-
pose Bridge (JMB] Project.

It is reported that a section
of people from different parts
of the country are constructing
houses on land proposed, for
acquiring for rehabilitation
" purposes.

it is gathered that the
government took up a scheme
to acquire 246 acres of land at
Saratia to' rehabilitate the
people of Sirajganj who were
earlier affected by acquiring
land for the Jamuna Bridge.
But the scheme failed as the
local people did not agree to
give up an inch of land, Later
on. th authority issued notice
of acgiurnyg 60 acres of land in
Mulipari and Sadanandapur. A
survey team was also formed

for the purpose.

During survey. a section of
officials reportedily informed
that huge amount of money

may be realised as compen
salign if houses are cons
tricted in the proposed land
Inn response. some vestled

nuarters from Sirajganj town

From Our Correspondent

and cven from Dhaka and
Tangail started construction
work either by purchasing land
or on rent basis. Within a short
pertiod Lhe empty land were
full of new houses. No one
resides in the houses but
signboards of lextile mills.
poultry farms. dairy farms and
weaving l[actories are hanging
in front ol the houses.

Even 150 leet long house is
consirucled using new CI
sheel tin and bamboo poles

only to realise a handsomé
amounl ol money as com-
pensation,

The concerned authority is
now in confusion to implement
the rehabilitation programme
as more money aboul Taka 25
crore will be needed if
compensation is paid for the
new houses.

When the Prime Minister
laid the foundatian stone of the
JMBP al Saidabad in Sirajganj
part there was no house near
the area. However. al present.
the rehabilitation project is
threatened by mushroom
growth of newly constructed
houses and so-called ‘cottage
indnstries. Same siluation
prevails in villages Mulbari.
Banitara. Saidabad and Sad-
snandapur under Sirajganj
satlar thana The adjaceni areas

are gradually being cons:
tructed with new houses Thqb
government will have Lo incur
heavy loss I rehabilitalion
programme is implemented in
the proposed land of Sada-
nandapur and Mulibari mouzas.
Earlier. on November 5. 1994,
the land owners of the 1wo
villages: submitted memoran-
dum to the Prime Minister
through the Deputy Commi-
ssioner ol Sirajganj nol 1o
acyuire Lheir land.

Butl alter constructing new

houses. those people are now
interested 1o encourage the
authority so that the lands are
.wqutrﬂ1 Il proper survey is
made. it will reveal that when
proposal ol ;acquiring land at

Mulibari and Sadanandapur
was sentl. the otal area was
farm land and the land owners
can gel compensation al the
rate ol acquiring crop land
The viden recording during
the Prime Minister s visit will
also prove Lhe maiter

\s an alternative proposal
the knowledgeable sources
have suggested that fallow land
nl Railway in Raipur. Kalia-
haripur and Jhaoil may bhe
wtpnired for rehabilitating the
Al 1ed people which will cost
lss thair the present area,
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"h"ll HET Professor Hulnbur Rahman ﬂnn Flcull;r nf Hn-rml Science, ‘ihnh}nlll l miversity,
speaking as chief guesi at » discussion meeting held recently in cbeervance of World Human

Rights Day
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Mazccn inauEuratcs re-excavation work in NiIEhumari
Canal digging yielding positive result

NILPHAMARI Jan 7 The
re-exc avalbon work ol 29 km
long Singimari-Dighaldangi
canal began Monday al Sadar
thana of the disinct. reports
UNB
* I is expecied that afler the
completion of the work, 4.900

acres of land will get FTigation
faeilities and 3 500 metric

wns of additional oodgrains
will be proguced anmually .
Inaugurating Une work State
Minister for Planning Dr Abdul
Moveen Khan said the preseid

government was working re-
lentiessly w0 attain self-suffi-

clency in food

He sald Shahid President
Zigur Raliman ntroduced
Natlenal Canal Digging

Frogramme on volunlary bDasia
and it has already brought pos
itive results in the national
eCOfOMmYy

Dr Khan said. 40 per cenl
af the annual development
budget is being collected [rom
local resources now, which
was not possible for any other
governments before.

He expressed the hope that
the governmernt would be able
o cellect 50 per cent of the

Sagwe N fulute wilth the coop
eration ol the prople

He called upon the peopie
Lo help  implement the devel
opment projects undernaken
by the present governument

Later he distnbuted fernil
lzers al lair prices among the
larmers The gathenng was
also addressed by local MP
Prof Abdul Hafiz

Earlier, the State Minister
mauguraleg a week long Book
Fair and a colourful rally at the
disinict headguarters In obser
vaiue of Natsonal Book [Day

Fhe newly constructed houses®*in Muliban 1n sadar thana. The adjacent areas (R) of foundation stone of
—Star photo

.rested one Abdul

One held from
Patuakhali on

various charges

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Jan 7 : Galachipa
thana police of Patuakhali dis-
trict -on receiving a tip off ar-
Jabbar
Mollah. 45, a Sarbahara Party
member recently from
Galachipa thana area.

A police cvontingent of
Galachipa thana following a se-
cret information raided a
house of Chikankandi village
under Galachipa thana around
[lam and arrested Abdul
Jabbar Mollah. Several cases
were lodged against him ear-
lier on various charges in dif-
ferent thanas of Patuakhali dis-
trict — police sources said.

Just for
being
careless

NATORE. Jan 7 : Due tu
carelessness of Police Ser
Nazrul islam a police ha
Shahabuddin. of Natore Police
Line. received bullet injury in
his left leg Thursday moming.

Shahabuddin was injured
when he was cleani the
revolver of Sergeant Nazrul
;A*hﬂ gave his revoiver to
1im

Police sources said the
infjured havildar was admitted
lo Natore sadar hespital in
tﬁur.ll {'mdlllm't

'Artificial’ crisis of fertilizer

Production target of IRRI-boro

paddy may not be achieved

NATORE. Jan 7: The pro-
duction target of IRRI boro
paddy and other rabi crops
may not be achieved in Natore
district this year folloWing
‘artificial’ crisis of fertilizer
and Insecticides here In the
district.

The prices of fertilizers and
insecticides and other agri-
cultural inputs have gone up.

due to non-availability of these

agri-items.

According to fertilizer
dealers urea from Ghorashal
Factory is being sold between
Taka 320 and 350 per bag in
the markets of six thanas ol
the district while urea pro-
duced in Jamuna Fertilizer
Factory is being sold between
Taka 270 and 300. Triple
Super Phosphate (TSP) and
Potash are being sold between
Taka 430 and 460 and
between Taka 340 and 350
per bag respectively.

It is learnt that Bangladesh
Agriculture Development
Corporation (BADC) had fixed
its rate of Ghorashal Factory
produced urea. TSP and
potash at Taka 232, Taka 240
and Taka 190 per bag
respectively during the 1990-
91 and at Taka 275. Taka 400
and Taka 360 per bag
respectively during 1991-92
and at Taka 285 Taka 400 and
Taka 340 per bag respectively
during 1992-93 and at Taka
295. Taka 400 and Taka 340
per bag respectively during the
1993-94 financial yeéar.

However, Bangladesh Che-
mical Industries Corporation
(BCIC} authorities are now
supply urea at Taka 186 per
bag to the fertilizer dealers of
northern region. a reliable
source said.

The price ol urea which is
most extensively used by
farmers have been increased
by Taka 100 to Taka 120 per
bag this rabi season Urea is
not available in most ol the
markets in the district. said a

farmer of Nishchintopur village

of Baraigram thana under !

Natore district.
A local farrnl.'r pointed uul

A MV Dinar-2 still
remain untraced

From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR. Jan 7 MYV.
Dinar-2. a passenger launch
capsired in the confluence of
the rivers Meghna and Dakatia
on August 20. 1994 could not
be traced even after four
months MV Dinar-2 capsized
near ChandpGr launch terminal
with an estimated three hun-
firedd passengers on board.
About fifty bodies were recow-
ered from the sunken launch
About two hureired passengers
were feared drowned Some
liftly passengers either swam
aahore or were rescoetd

The doubie decker pasaen
ger launch was heading for
Molla Mazar under “ihﬂrlﬂT['ruf
(listrict ( handpur from
[ huaka

A rombined search opera
Ty I orate amal Hiv‘ﬂ,ﬂr the
iaundeh was Jarried out by
BIWTA. Navy Fire Brigade.
Asrsars aimd] Chanddpur district
asdninintiration But they [ailed

via

lo kg ate the sunken ill-fated
launeh The srarch operation
wan darried by BIWTA
Hisinaza veear! arwd five other

venarls  The search operation
was suspended on September
M alter lutide eflorts for seven
e days The 1gihure 1o locale
the launah has caused a sharp

resenlment anwng the public
ain| diflerent opposition poht)
cul | LANLES

This has prowved Lhe inabil
iy ol BIWTA 10 salvage suner
lavse b People belleve that

I iidsl

with modern ngfruments ‘Tn
locale and salvage vessels from
rivers.

it is reported that BIWTA
salvation vessels "Hamza" can
it maximum load of upto sixty
tons but there are many other
vessels in the country which
can Kt over hundred tons

An inquiry team Wwas
formed by the government
snon after the launeh accident
at Chandpur. The members of
the inquiry team visited the

site of the accident many
iimesa They interviewed pas
aenigers. puhlic ofMicials and
red orddee]l their stalemenils but

the findings of the inquiry
team has not been vet dis-
closed. Al present the river is
calm There is no severe cur
renit Iin the river. The water
has also receded (o a great ex

terit Now it is dry season So it
is proper Lime (o start search
the salvage operation of the

sunken launch MV Dinar 2

When the launch accident
occurred on August 20 It was
rainy season. The current ol
the river was very sharp S0 lo
cation of the launch could not
be traced

I'he people are now urging
the BIWT authority to restan
the salvage operation If the
sunken launch is not savaged.
it may hamper the proper
navigation in the river It may
raused another accident in the

FiveT

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY,
Jan 7: "Conwocation™. a formal
certificate awarding ceremony
of graduate students in pre-
sence of chancellor is not
being held at Rajshahi Univer-
sity since the independence of
the country. Omnly six convo-
cations out of 38 were held
during the 40 years of its
establishments. The six con-
vocations were held before the
liberation of the country. Out of
all the convocations held at
Rajshahi University. Professor
Mumtaz Uddin Ahmed com-
pleted five convocations suc-
cessfully during eight years of
his services as vice-chancellor.

The first. second, third.
fourth and fifth convocations
weye held in 1059, 1960,
1961, 1962 and 1965 res-
pectively. The 6th comvocation
was held with some disti
nctions in 1970 divided into
Lhm_mm-

From Tareq Chowdhury

The lirst programme of the
6th convacation for the degree
passed students of various
degree colleges of Khulna
Division was held at BL
College. Khulna on Jan 25.
1970 Second programme was
held at Rangpur Carmicel
College for the dégree passed
students of Rajshahi Division
on January 29. 1970 and the
third programme was held at

Rajshahi Undversity campus on

'dﬂ“‘gn’n-f’ WLH degree (o

the Fremch Philosopher An-
drew Malrow for his contri-
bution who wrote 1o different
worid media in favour of our

- Liberation War. Rajshaht Uni-

versity autherities arranged a
speial : | 973.
P ire Chancelior of Rajshahi
Umniversity Professor M Eusuff
Ah rrrttl.ed that despite his
eacerness (o hold eonvocation

he s unable 1o holdd 1t due to
different limitations

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY: Former

HIWTA wirll equipped

president and then chancellor Justice Abu Sayeed

Chowdhury addressing at the special mmﬂmmymm‘hhﬂmrnfm
Malrow in 1973.

From Our Correspondent

that the artificial crisis is the
mafn cause of this price hike.
The agents of northern region
are responsible for this crisis,
he added. The leader said,
there are three agents in this
rcglnn operating from Naga-
aﬂ Baghabari and Shirajganj.
e also said that appoint-
ment of more agents in this
region can solve this problems.
However, a local dealer told
this cerrespondent that they
have not made this crisis. He
added, "We generally sell
fertiizers depending upon the
supply from our ts".

Another source informed
that the fertilizer supply from
BCIC is also inadequate com-
pared

to the need of this

region.

Some farmers of Baraig-
rame and Gurudaspur thanas of
the district complained that
they sometimes buy fertilizer
bags which weigh less than the
given quantity written on the

Local traders said that they
had nothing to do with the
weight of the bags. They
claimed that they sell exactly
what they get from thelr

agents.

A reliable source informed
that there is adequate stock of
feriilizers in the godowns of
the agents and dealers of this
region,
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