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China seized h  drugs last yr:

Police sewed | 030 kg (2.266
I ol opium and marjjuana and 1,900 guns smuggled across
China s mcreasingly poreus borders in 1994, state radio said
on Friday. Reuter reports from Beijing.

Odficers of the Public Security Bureau and border guards
handled 246 cases of cross-border gun-running last year,
confiscauing more than 1,900 firearins and 380,000 rounds of
ammungtion and arresting 208 people, the radio said.

Perry talks with Mubarak:

US Defence Secretary Wilham Perry arrived in Egypt
vesterday and begap talks with Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak which diplomats said would focus on aid and future
military cooperation, Reuter reports from Cairo.

He will {ly to Israel on Sunday for high-level meetings be-
fore proceeding (o Islamabad and New Delhi.

S . -
Algenan journalist shot dead: A
Algerian radio journalist shot in the head by suspected
Islamic guerillas of Friday died yesterday. AFP reports from

Algiers.

Ali Abdoud was attacked in Birkhadem on the outskirts of

Algiers. a colleague at his radio station said. He died at a mili-
tary hospital in Ain Naadja. He was the 29th journalist killed
among the 30.000 victims jn Algeria's eivil war.
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Raid on Thai prostitutes: m. poice
vowed renewed efforts to crack down on child prostitution
after finding underage girls in a bar in the well-known red-
light district of Patpong. the Bangkok Post reported
yesterday. Reuter reports from Bangkok.

Of 20 suspected prostitutes taken into custody in a raid on
Thursday night. four were under 18 and another 12 had
questionable or no identification. the rfewspaper said. All
were later released.

Suidampaﬂystrilmtetoh-tmps:m
President Saddam Husein on Friday paid glowing tribute to

his troops who fought against US led coalition in the 1991
Gulf War and spoke of world peace. AFP reporty from
Baghdad.

- called on the world's major powers in a speech to

mark the 74th anniversary of the founding of the Iragi army
to deal with other countries with respect.

-

Zapatista extends truce: uay: indgan
rebeis in southern Mexico extended a temporary truce for
another six days on Friday but demanded major political
concessions in exchange for a start to peace talks aimed at
emding their vear-old uprising. Reuter reports from Mexico
City.

Guerilla chief subcomandante Marcos said in a statement
that his Zapatista National Liberation Army will extend its

truce until January 12 promising to halt aggressive troop
movements and avoid all contact with army units.

L L] »
18 militants held in Emt: Egyptian
police arrested 18 alleged Islamic milltants Friday on
suspicion that they were involved in terrorist attacks which
kilfed 11 people Monday in the south of the country, police
said. AFP reports from Egypt.

The arrests came on the fifth day of a huge manhunt or-
ganised in and around the district of Malawi (about 300 kilo-
l'I'E:ﬂ"! — 200 mijles — south .of Cairo), launched after the at-
tacks.

Iran opens court on Abu Musa:

Iran ifdaugurated on Friday a Court House on the Gulf island of
Abu Musa which is at the centre of a territorial row with the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Reuter reports from Nicosia.
Tehran radio said head of judiciary Ayatollah Mohammad
Yazdi attended the inauguration ceremony. The estiblish-

ment of the coyrt strengthens the presence of lranian staie '

inﬂlﬂﬁummmmmummmm
jointly with UAE member Sharjah under a 1971 deal.

Hurd meets Dinesh Singh: .

British F Secretary Douglas Hurd met the External
Affairs Minister of india Dinesh Singh on Friday. PT] reports
from New Delhi. .

The two leaders discussed matter of mutual interest and
teviewed Indo-British ties. an External Affairs Ministry

spokesman said

12 die in Colombian accident: .

speeding passenger bus careened into a ditch north of
Bogota on Friday, killing 12 people and injuring 36 others.

occurred near Cimitarra, about 110 miles
oytside Bogota. The driver of the packed

:

Ml o it

President t'th Kumaratunga gestares during u

press conference on Friday as she outlined her peace plan to

end Sn Lanka's ethnic war which has claimed over 30.000
hives in the past 23 vears.

We&ebrmm
- Copts. one of Christianity’s oldest sects,
opened Christmas celebrations Saturday. ending 43 days of
fasting. AP reports from Cairo. '

For the Copts, Saturday is Christmas Eve — known as Laifla
al Kabira Arabic for "the big night ™ The day centers on a
midnight Mass ceicbrated by Pape Sheouda Il and broadetast
Bve on state television. In the past year. the Copts were again
victimes of Muslim radicals battling to turm Egypt into a strict

islamic state
Thousands of coca growers in Colombia's southwest have
volumntarily ended a two-week protest against government
plans to destroy their, illegal crops in exchange for a
negotiated settlement. the country's interfor minister
announced on Friday. Rewter reports from Begota.

“The protesters bave abandened the ofl pumping station.
epicenier of the protest.” Horacio Serpa sald in a prepared
stalement. “Normalcy has returned to the province.”
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— AFP photo

NEW YORK. Jan 7 lian's
drive to produce udlear
weapons is ahead of schedule
and could result in a pre-emyp
tive lsraeli sirike against its
reactors, the New York Times
reported. quoting unpamed
American and Israeli officials.
reporis Reyter

The same tactic was used
by lIsrael in 1981, when its
planes bombed an Jjragl reac.
tor.

"When we look at the future
and ask ourselves what is the
biggest problem we will face in
the next decade™ an Israeli
military official told the dafy.
"Iran’'s nuclear bomb is at the
top of the list.” |

Another source identified
only as a senior official. told

Chechen volunteers dancing January
supporting rebel President Djokhar Dudavev are feeli
troops for control of Grozny after the failed armoured

KABUL. Jan 7 A de facto
ceasefire continded here todav
amid peace efforts led by
United Nations special envoy
Mahmoud Mestiri currently
based in the eastern Afghan
city of Jalalabad. reports
Reuter.

The relative calm has been
ineffect in the embattled Afgh-
an capital for some 10 weeks.

Last week. Alghan Presi
dert Burhanuddin mi and
his rival Gulbuddin Hekmatvar
chiefl of the Hezb i-Islami
faction. had separate meetings
with Mestiri. a former Tuni-
sian foreign minister

The UN special mission is
trying to broker a peace set
tlement to the factional fight
ing which has raged since the
Mujahideen capture of Kabul in
Apri)l 1992, claiming about
20,000 lives

Despite optimistic assess
mepits for an early setilement
the Afghan peace \alks appenr
o be bogged down over details

the newspaper Thursday. The
cdate by which lran will have
nuclear weapons is no longer
LtV vears Irom now. |l the
lrainans maintain this inten-
o efllort 1o get everything
they need. they could have all
thelr components in  two
Vedars.

Then it will be fust a mat

Y ter of technology and research

Il Iran is not interrupted In
this programme by some for-
cign power. (t will have the
device In more or less five
VEArs.

Iran spends two billion dol-
lar a yeat on arms and has
hought nuclear technolo
Irom Russia, Pakistan, China
and former Soviet republics,
the New York Times reported.

Internationala
| _lehran's drive o produce N-arms ahead of schedule

Pre-emptive Israeli strike
on Iran's N-plants feared

The Tehran government
has also recruited former
Soviet and Pakistani sclentists
and is “researching the tech-
niques Involved in the enrich-
ment of uranium and the re-
processing of plutonium,
which can be used to make
nuclear weapons,” the news-
paper said.

As lor a delivery system
the dally said that the Iranians
have a surface to-surface mis.-
sile programme. backed pri-
marily by China, which Is
bullding an assembly plant in
Iran to produce missiles
capable of a range of "a few
hundred km.”

Iran 1s also scheduled to
receive missiles from North
Korea with a range of 1,000
km, the paper added.
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6 in a nerghbourhood of Grozny Chechen soldiers

ng optimistic about defeating Russian
assault last week

— AFP photo

facto ceasefire in

mechanism {or the
power. Afghan

on the
transfer of
sources sad.
Rabbani did not resign on
December 28 at the end of an
elecied two-vear term of office
Meanwhile. the Afghan
Foreign Ministry here today
firmly rejected accusations by
Russia that Afghan Mujahideen
were lighting alongside their
Muslim brothers in Chechnva
“Thest are completely base
les& accCusations.” Minister of
State for Foretgn Aflairs Naji-
buliah Lafraie said
Lafraie said the accusations
were being made 1o justify the
Russian attack against
Chechnya and to compensate
for their military fajlure there
The Alfghan Mujahideen
gained world wide recogni
flon. especially in militant
Islamic citcles. for their mili
lary defeat of the Soviet! Red
Army which invaded and occu
pied Alghanistan for 10 years
until foreed 1o pull out in

1989

Afghan observers noted that
while the Islamic state of
Alghanistan may not be in-
volved in the battle for Che-
chnya Afghans as individuals
or as members of Mujahideen

factions could have been sent
there (o fight the Russians

Speculation has centred on
the actvities of several hun-
dred Mujahideen believed W
be affiliated with Hezb-|-Islami
faction, who were dispatched
to Arerbaijan last year to fight
against the Armenians.

But. no evidence has yet
heen produced by the Russian
authorities proving the exis-

tence of any Afghan fighters in
Chechnva

Lafrale also said the gov
ernment had made a formal
protest to Mgscow and the
Tajikistan government about
Russian jet and artillery at-
tacks againat villages in the far
north of Afghanistan

sl e wre | US, UK ceriticise French move

to renew ties with Iraq

WASHINGTON. Jan 7 The
United Stiates on Friday
sharply criticised France s
move g re-establish a diplo
matly loe hold in Baghdad,
saying the decision 1o open an
interes!t section at  the
Romarnian embassy Lthere was
ll-timed. reports Reuter

We do not believe that this
is & mely action. We don 't
consider the particular der
sion to be helpful or constr
tive stale deparunent spokes
woman Christine Shelly said

French Foreign Minister
Alain Juppe announced the
move after a meeting in Paris
on Friday with Iraqi Depuly
Prime Minister Tang Aziz —
the first time France had offi
cially received a senior Irag

leader since the 1991 Gulf
War
A London report says

Britain en Friday attacked a
French mowve o renew |ts
diplomatic ties with lraq.

The foreign office said Paris
had failed w0 consult |ts
European Umion (EU) partners

and insisted it was vital te
maintain p essure on the gov
ernment of Iragi Presidemt
Sadain Huserin

“We do not belieyv e Lhal now
Is the appropriate ime 0
make gestures lowards lraq.
Shelly said atl a news briefing

‘Iraq continues o defy the
interpational communily and
to violate many UN Security

Kerala against
TADA

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Jan 7 The Kerala cabinet on
Friday decided 10 recommend
to the centre that the Terro
rists and Disruptlive Activiiies
ipreveniion) Act (TADA) be
scrapped. . reports PT]

Briefing newsmen after a
cabinet meeting the Chief
Minister K Karunakaran said
while TADA had not caused
much of a problem in the
state, in northern India. Mus
lms had been at the receiving
e

Grozn} inhab

GROZNY. Jan 7° Yuri Timeo
feyev, an ethnic Russian in a
fur hat and threadbare
overcoal. wandered in a daze
through the smoking debris of
what used to be his home on a
side street in the smashed
Chechen capital Grozay. re-
ports Reuter

The gash on his face was
still fresl and the smell of
cordite hung heavy in the air,
indications that the Russian
shell which blew his house 1o
bits landed mimnute belore

Yuret's wife and children
peered out from a half-col-
lapsed bomb shelter in the
courtyard their frightened
white faces smudged with
smoke and cinders from the

many-fires burning out of con

trol in the neighbourhood
Yurt, Yuri, are you all

right. shouted a neighbour,

- grabbing the unresponsive man

by the anm

‘Hes is In shock and he's
deal from the explosion.” she
explained . He doesn’t know
where he is f he could hear
me I'd tell him we're ig hell -

The Russian assauMl on
Grormy was in its seventh day

on Friday and efty mhabitants
who have not fled or been
killed are reeling under the
fury of the battle.

Moscow's decision to use
force to crush the tiny region's
three-year bid for indepen-
dence has borne Bitie fruit so

lar

Counctl resolutions.”

Shelly said Roll Ekeus.
head of a UN commission
known as UNSCOM charged

with dismanting Iraq's pro-

specilically solicit our advice
on this point, but that s our re-
action W i, she sakd.

Shelly s remarks repre

seniled a toughening of tone
from comments earller n the

day by a state department off}-
cilal who ook a relaxed view ol

the Juppe- Aziz meeting \

| dont think anyone Iis
overreacting 1o the lalest pjece
of news berause France has re-
cejved other lragi officials be-

fore. that official had said
speaking on condition of
ANOIYYTUMLY .

Grozny's central presiden-
val palace remains the centre
of lighting. the white marble of
its upper stories blasted by
days of intensive tank and ar-
tillery fire.

But lightly-armed Chechen
fighters have kept Russian ar-
mour and artillery at Bay so far,
capturing ' some tanks that
ventured too near the centre
of the city and blowing up
ot hers.

The price of Chechen resis-
tance’ has been high. Hundreds
of civiljans and soldiers have
been killed and vast residential
areas lie devastated by shelling
and occasional aerial bombing.

Private homes and flats sit
abandoned In the city, frozen
in time as they were the mo-

Pro-Nepali Cong

envoys resign

KATHMANDU, Jan 7: A
group ®f Nepalese ambas-

sadors, including the country's -

permanent representative Lo
the United Nations, have re-
signed following Nepal's re-
cent government changeover,
the state-run radio announced
Saturday, reports AFP,

"Those who resigned in-
cluded Nepalese ambassador to
China, Basu Chandra Malla,
Thakkar Mallik in Myanmar,
Gopal Prasad Sharma in
Germany, Harat Prasad Dhital
in Japan angd the Nepalese
pPermanent representative to
the UN. Jaf Raj Acharya.” the
announcement sakd.

All the ambassadors and the
UN representative had been
politlcal appointees of the
former Nepali Congress (NC)
government.

The resignations come five
weeks after the Nepal Com-
munist Party-United Marxist
and Leninist (NCP-UML) for.
med its minority government
on November 30 after it
emerged as the largest party in
the November 15 midterm
polls.

The government has not
vel named new ambassadors.

‘Father Teresa’

returns }iome
KARACHI. Jan ¥: The man

known as "Father Teresa” for
his humanitarian work in
Pakistan returned home today
after about a month s self-exile
in disgust over the unrest in
Karachi. reports AFP

Abdus Sattar Edhi left for
London early last month. say
ing he feared he might be as-
sassinated and the blame
might be placed on some eth
nic or religious group N an at
tempt to fuel the Karachi vio
lence. which clalmed more
than 700 lives in 1994

T will continue my mission
to serve humanity.” said the
66-year old head of Edhi
Foundation. Pakistan's leading
private humanitanan network
with 5 000 volunteers and as-
sets worth more than 66 mil
lion dollars

His retum coincided with a
decline in incidents of vio
lence in Karachi, the country s
largest city and financial cen-
tre. after a vear of bloodletting
during ethnic. sectarian and
political problems

Court asks Delhi
to reduce gas
emmission
damaging Taj

NEW DELHI Jan 7 A court
has asked the government to
reduce emission of noxious
gases from an oil refinery that
iIs damaging the Taj Mahal. a
newspaper reported today. re
ports AP

The Supreme Court criti-
cised two government de
partments Friday for delaying
proposals to install equipment
at an state run oil refinery to
combat emissions of sulfur
dioxide. which combined with
rain. produces sulfuric acid
that damages the marbie.

The court last year ordered
the closure of hundreds of
loundries from whete gases
escape into the air and are be-
lieved to yellow the marble of
the 17th century monument to
love.

The court said the
Petroleum and Environment
Ministries had ignored the
Mathura Refiner's request for
the equipment for more than
two years. [l asked the min-
istries to clear the proposal

within 1wo weeks The
Statesinan newspaper re i
Fallﬂi . .
9 killed in
Manipur clash
NEW DELH! Jan 7

Paramiiitary soldiers and sepa
ratist militants exchanged fire
in a northeastern state in India
and at least nine people were
killed. news agencies reported
Saturday, reporis AP

A genocidal feud between
two rtval tribes has turned the
remote hilly state of Manipur
into the biggest hot spot In
northeastern India where four
other insurgencies are just eb
bing

Detafls of the Incident at
ihe state capital. Imphal were

not mm, clear

The Baily Star

Oftf the Record
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Picture of English guitarist and singer Eric Clapton taken
in June 1992 whose album "From The Cradle” was momi-
nated for the Grammy Awards to become album of the year ‘
in Los Angeles on Friday. The 37th Grammy Awards will |
take place on March one in Los Angeles. — AFP phato|

Murayama loses his cool

TOKYO: Japans prime minister Tomiichi Murayama,
wirlely known as a soft speaker. lost his cool on Saturday over |
unsettling moves by Socialist rightwingers to defect from his
party, reports Reuter.

‘1 will not go out of my way to meet him,” Murayama
snapped at reporters who asked him about what he planned
to do about rebel ringleader Sadao Yamahana.

Tamahana. Murayama's predecessor as party chairman, on
Fridav announced the formation ol a preparalory committee
for a new party. Yamahana said he might formally quit the
party before the end of the month.

A split down the middle of the Socialist Party could rob
Murayama s awkward coalition of its working 35-seat majority
In the 511 -member lower house of parliament.

Of the soctalists' 70 lower-house members, 16 took part m
Friday s meeting, aides to lawmakers said.

Not all participants were firmly committed to the new
party. the aides sald. On the other hand. more lawmakers
could eventually take part in the move, they added.

The dispute stems from a traditional squabble within the
Socialist Party between the moderate. mainstream left and
thlr militant right

A brief glimpse
of freedom

FRANCE: France's best known actress Catherine Deneuve
brought a Brief glimpse of freedom to 250 inmates of a
French prison on Friday when she spent two hours with them
talking and answering questions, as part of a film festival cen-
tred on Muret Prison near Toulouse. reports AFP.

There were no photographs to immortalise the scene and
no [iim cameras.

Denenve told her audiend
prisoners: T came to share things with you and only wiln you.
| feel no apprehension in discovering you.” she said to loud
applause from the prisoners massed in the prison cinema.

The gathering took place immediately after the showing of
Le Lieu du Crime [the scene of the crime) a film in which
Deneuve plays a woman who falls in love with an escaped
prisoner

One prisoner bolder than the others. came up and kissed
her and wished her a happy new year.

Highest paid PM

CALCUTTA 'I'h‘tgﬂmglpnrr Prime Minister Goh Chok
Tong, has said that in his country politicians are selected on
the basis of their success in the private sector and that he is
the highest paid prime minister in the world. reports PTI. '

Tong. who delivered the key-note address on Friday at the
special plenary session of the partnership of the CIL cente-
nary celebration, said this while reacting to a question from
the audience thal Singapore s economic progress was at thl;
expense ol democracy -

The Singapore prime minister said that the most success-
ful comppany executives on the basis of their earnings "can be
successiul in private life. they can deliver good In public life
also

“On that basis. | am probably the highest paid prime min-
ister in the world.” Tong said amidst thunderous applause .
from the audience which included the Marxist Chief Minister
of West Bengal. Jvotia Basu

 Bhopal gas leak disaster
India seeks more time

to extradite Anderson

vt iy epvimyrwnmeg] o D o b |

F

BHOPAL, India. Jan 7: India
on Friday asked a court for
more time (o seek the extradi-
tion of a former Unien Carbide
Corporation executive in con
nection with the 1984 Bhopal
gas leak disaster. reports AP.

In 1992 a court ordered
the extradition of Warren
Anderson. a {/nion Carbide of
ficial who has since retiped. to
testity about the world's worst
industrial accident. which
killedd 7 000 peopile

Hut the Indian government
has not yet asked the U S State
Department to extradite
Anderson from Danbury. Conn
where [nion Carbide is based
And the ceurt has no power to
enforce its nrder

Government officials sav
privately that india is rehuctan
to request the exiradition of
Anderson bpcause of fears that
N could damage Indo-L S rela

tions. They also say such a
move could scare away some of
the many multnational com-
pamies that are being attracted
to India by its free market
economic reforms.

New Delhi will soon set up
a committee of bureaucrats to
decide il the government sho-
uld ask the U S State Depart.-
ment to deport Anderson,
according to U.S Prasad a
lawyer for the federal police
investigating the Bhopal gas
leak case

Prasad told a judge on
Fruday that the decision of the
committee will be given to the
courf in two months

But N.D Jaiprakash. one of
lhe lawyers handling hundreds
ol thousands of Bhopal victim
claims, 1old the court the
fliree year delay in seeking
\nderson s extradition is .
national shame

meni residents decided to run
for their lives. Furnishings.
clothing and half eaten meals
dre visible through shatiered
windows
Yur! and his family are eth
nic Russians but this gave
them no dispensation from the
shells. He seemed likely to
take his family and foin tens of
thousands of others of dis-
placed people In camps
up outsicde Chechnya.
to explain the feroc
ity of the Russian attack on
Groany. Chechens were at a
losm
“They always knew Che
chnya wanted to be free and
that didn't it with their
planes.” sald Musar Zukha-

proyev, fighting (o defend what

itants reeling under the fury of battle

remained of the ity

They call us Mafiosi. ban
dits. but what kind of bandit
am [? [ve never been leo
Moscow Little by litle the
press in Moscow has created
the image of Chechens as
though we are nothing but
crooks

Musar sent this wife and
children 0 the mountains ap
he would be free to Aght with-
ol worrying over their fate
Fighting tanks with Kalsnikovs
perturbs him not at all.

We (Musltm Chechena) be
Meve in god and that gives us
stremgth.” he sald. “The
Russian people are all right.
bt their leaders don't believe
in anything. "

Halt bombing of
Chechnya, Canada

tells Russia

OTTAWA. Jan 7. Canada
urged Russia on Friday to halt
its bombing of breakaway
Chechnya. saving the qunputt
should be resolved through

peaceful means. reporis
Reviter.

We recognise that this is a
maller intermal o Russia. bt

have been deeply disturbed by
the suffering ol innocent civil
lana and the violations of hu
man rights,” Forei Affairs
Minister Andre ( L said in
A slalemmw o
Ouellet sald both he and
tanadign Prime Minister Jean
( hretien have writiten to
Hussian President Boris Yeltsin



