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PM opens Dhaka Int'l Trade Fair

Exporters urged to offset
trade imbalance

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia opened the Dhaka
International Trade Fair (DITF)
95 in the capital yesterday
with a call to offset the exist-
ing Uade imbalance.

Inaugurating the fortnight-
long fair at Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar she urged the manufac-
turers and exporters to avail
themselves of the liberal ex-
port policy pursued by her
government for contributing to
the overall national prosperity.

Bangladesh Export Promo-
tion Bureau (EPB) organised
the trade fair al the 15-hectare
fair ground. which is being
participated by 64 enlerprises
from 19 countries, besides
137 local firms.

The Prime Minister poin-
ted out that the economy of
this part ol the world which
hefore

heen export-oriénted

F ﬁﬂ:ﬁ / I I!t‘l ]

now comprises Bangladesh had

m Khdleta Zia Who ifiadigurated the Dhaka lnterna

yesterday, admiring a prayer mat at the Iranian stall. The Iranian ambassador is also seen
| on her left.

By Staff Correspondent

the «ulonial period,

Our commodities like
muslin. spices; salt, sulpher
etc. were acclaimed worldwide
because of their qualitative
edge.” she said. "Bangladesh
was then a land ol plenty.”

Begum Zia outlined the
present trade. export and in-
dustrial policies of her gov-
ernment and said steps have
been taken to produce mnore
commodities. raise qualities
and explore and diversify the
market

"We need peace and stabil-
ity for sustaining this trend of
Investment and development.”
she added.

“We adopted a long-term
strategy for the export sector.’
the Prime Minister said. “This
strategy. formulated for the
period 1992-2000. expresses
strong commitment for remov-
ing:the botilenecks which im-

L

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday signed

o il
In Grip of Picnic Fever

the Delhi Declaration, reaffir-
ming Bangladesh's commit-
ment (o ensure education for
all aiming at transforming bur
densome population into a
human resource. reports UNB
Jhe declaration came from
a summit ol nine most popu
lous developing countries of
the world, including Bangla
desh, held in the Indian
capital in Deceruber 1993
* in the conlerence, leaders
ol Bangladesh. Brazil, China.
Egypt. India. Indonesia
Mexico. Nigeria and Pakistan
expyessed their firm determi
nation o fulfil the ternation
ally -set target of education lov
all and unplepwnt the resolu-
Liwiis adoplted n the World
Conlderence on Children
Teday, | am signing the
cuommbined declaration of nine

1990 by the World Conlerence
il Education for Al and the
World Summit on Children. to
meet the basic learning needs
of all our people by making
primary education univer
and expanding learning =
tuniities lor children. youth and
achilte

We do so n full nwlrﬂrn
that owr countries conlain
more than hall of the world =
people and that the success of
our efloris s crocial o the
achievernent of the global goal
of education lor all "~

Speaking at the signing
ceremony Bl the Intermational
Conderence Centre (1CC) s the
afternoot, the Prime Minister
sald ensuring education lor all
is a lorpudable challenge. bul
ot an inpossibic task

“We must have o eradicate
illiteracy to hold our head high
as a sell-respecting nation in
the world,” she said and called
upon all irrespective of party

affilation, optnion, profession
and position o stand on the

same platform in reaching the
light of education to all house

- hold :

Begum Zia further urged all
to build the education for all
programme (o a social
movemeni by placing educa-

pede exports.”

Later, the Prime Minister
inaugurated the DITF 95 hy
cutting the ribbons at the en-
trance and released balloons as
crackers exploded and bands
played to mark the occaslon.

Speaking at the Inaugural
lunctuon, Commierce and Infor-
mation Minister M Shamsul
Islam sald on objective of the

' DITF '95 was thal the foreign

participants on their return
home would spread the news
ol favourable business and
investment climate in Bangla.
desh.

He said 1that 11 offset the
negative inipact of the Uruguay
Rownd Talks on the ready
made garment sector. the gov-
ernment had decided 1o pro-
vide incentives for setting up
new textile mills.

Commerce secretary A H
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' Dhaka signs Delhi Declaration

tion above everything

‘Inshaallah, we would be
able to free the country from
the curse of illiteracy. f we
work logether.” she hoped

The Prime Minister said
there is no  alternative to
transforming the population
into human resource and echa
cation is the mos! important
tool lor human resource devel
eprinend

Begum Zia said the educa
ton curriulum had been lor
mulaled with the demandas of
rural lile and the need for
knowledge alxnit health, nutn
ton and sanitation The gov
crnment! has also taken up
programune lor [ree distribu
Uon of textbooks among pri
mary s hool students

She lauded the role of non
fovernmen! organisalions sup
plemeniing  govesyunen! initia

Uves by playing their parn in
the effont

The function was also ad
dressed by Foreign Minister A
S M Mostaflizur Rahman
Educatien Minister Jamir
uddin Sircar, Secretary of the
Primary and Mass Education
Division Kazi Rakibuddin
Ahmed and Joint Secretary A
K M Anisur Rahman

Russian general killed

Non-stop shelling of Grozny

. Jan 7: Russian
Lroops Greeny today
with artillery. mortar and
rocket fire and Interfax news

rocket fire into the

cenitre of the rebel city.
Shells were

few secomds. The top of

wournded and of war
are in basement of
the

Russian troops bettered the
city centre bui did not ury tb
capture it. staying in position
about a mile (1.5 km) from the

President Boris Yeltsin sent-
troops into Chechnya on,
December 11 0o erush the re-
gion's independence bid and
launched a falled tank-led at-
lack on Grozny on New Year's
Ewve.

Four weeks later -Russian
troops are bogged down iIn an
unpopular war, seemingly un-
able to capture Grozny.
Chechen leader Dzokhar
Dudayev or even his presiden-
tial palace.

But the Russian military ap-
pear determined to push to
the end their campaign de-
spile growing criticism at
home and abroad. -

Yeitsin's powerful
Council said on Friday that it
was vital for Russia “to over-
come armed resistance as soon
as possible and wipe out illegal
armed in order to re-
store constitutional legality” in
Chechnya. -

in hardline language. the
council, Yeltsin's inner circle
of top oMicials, targeted
“leaders of some parties,

i
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Policemen asked
to stand by people

PFrime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday asked
policemen to stand by the
people whenever they face
trouble and are in need of ser-
vice in keeping with a new
concept ol police system. re-
ports UNB.

“In a democratic system,
the police are the real friends
of the people. The concept of
police system has been rede-
fined in order to protect help-
less people from repression of
the strong on the weak and
rescue them from the clutches
of oppressors.” she said

Addressing the inaugural
function of the Police Week 95
at Rajarbagh Police Line in the
moming. she said the govern-
ment had undertaken steps to
lransform the police force into
a society-oriented force.

As a resultl of the new sys-
lemgthe Prime Minister told
the funcUon. a very close rela-
lionship is developing beiween
members of the police and the
people of all strata of society

She hoped that the police
forte would brighten its image

Ser Page 12 Col B
Seismic survey
for oil, gas
begins in
the Bay

By Sharier Khan

Two foreign companies be-
gan seismic survey for explo-
ration of oil and gas in the Bay
of Bengal vesterdav mormning.
official sources said

A specially equipped survey
ship — Ross Seal — hired by
Cairn Plc of Scotland and
Holland Sea Search of the
Netherlands for 30000 US
dollars a day, had earlier ar-
rived at the Chittagong dry
dock jetty at 10 am Friday. and
began the seismic survey at 6

The authorities are., how-
ever. yet 10 lake necessary
steps o keep fishing boats and
trawiers away from the survey
route of the Ross Seal a source

t | Tende I r‘_.b.mrtnuﬂ m Chwttagong toid

this correspondent over tele-
phone last night

See Page 12 Col 7

- Enténte with
'‘Razakars' will

| be suicidal: Aref

By Staff Correspondent

Kari Aref Ahmed. president
of the Jatiya Samajtrantik Dal
LIS yesterday said. any polit
ical understanding with the
Razakars (collaborators) would
bhe suicikdal for those who be
lieve in the spirit of the libera
tom war and democracy

Addressing a discussion
meeting In connection with
the founding anniversary ol the
Chhatra League. Arel Ahmed
ralled upon the students to

See Page 12 Col 8
V P Singh quits
Janata Dal

NEW DELHI Jan 7° Former
Indian Prime Minister Vish:
wanath Pratap Singh bas guit
the couniry's main centrist
opposition party, and sald he
will stay away politics for

five years. newspapers fre- "

poried loday. says AFP.
1 will not be r my

t‘l'i!"ln‘
of the Janata Dal

ipeople s party).” V P Singh.
who headed India's first coall-

Sce Mage 12 Col 2

Japanese Boat Case

Ershad's trial

resumes

The trial of deposed presi-
Hussain Muhammad

Maruben! Corporation
Ser Page 12 Col 7

at Biswa Jjtema

TONGI, Jan 7: The three.
day Biswa ljtema. the second
largest congregation of, world
Muslims after the Hajj. began
here today on the bank of the
river Turag, report agencies.

Nearly 1.5 million devout
Muslims from more than 70
countries are estimated In the
huge crowd.

Organisers expect
number to double during the
‘Akhert Munajat’ (the conclud-
Ing prayers) on Monday at the
end of the Ijtema, held under
the auspices of the Tablig
Jamaat.

Almost 10,000 devolees
from 45 countries have con-
verged on the congregation
venue, 20 kilometres north of
the capital. They are from
Saudi Arabia. the UK. USA
Algeria. Bahrain. the UAE,
Indonesia. Malaysia, Sudan,
Brunei Darussalam. Australia,
France. South Africa. the Phili-
ppines. Chad. Nigeria. Singa-
pore, Kuwait, Qatar., Turkey.

the

1415 HIJRI

15 lakh converge)| Speaker attends

Thallanc}, Morocco, Ethiopia,
Jordan, India and Pakistan.

The devotees have assem-
bled under a one square mile
canopy raised on the occasion.

Relijglous lectures were de-
ltvered today.

'Rocims’ for the devotees
under the huge jute canopy
have been arranged on a dis-
trict biasis. Separate arrange-
ments have also been made for
the foreigners and the reli-
glous leaders at the north-
weslern corner of the ljtema
premises.

Barnigladesh Rallway will op-
erate s pecial trains till January

10 to «and from Tunﬁl.
Arrangements have been

made for supply of drinking
water and electricity to the
ljterna premises.

Bangladesh Army and Navy
have constructed some floating
bridges on the river Turag ‘or
devotees coming from the
ot her side of the river.

See Page 12 Col |

8 killed, 44 injured
road accidents

in

From Staff Correspondent

Eight persons were killed
and 44 others injured in road
mishaps in Jhenidah. Mymen-
singh and Sirajgan| yesterday.

Our Correspondent f{rom
Jhenidah reports. three peo-
ple were killed and 30 others
received injuries, seven of
them seriously in separate
road accidents in the district
vesterday.

Witnesses said two people
died on the spot whlin a bus
bound for Jhentdali from
Kushtia dashed agiiin~ a traffic
island at Arappur bus stand in
the town at 4 am yesterday

Advocate Prodyut Kumar.
35. and another unidentified
man aged about 45, who were
travelling in the bus. died on
the spot. Both the bodies have
Deen semt 10 Sadar Hospilal
morgue for autopsy.

Seven people who were
admitted to the Jhenidah
Sadar Hospital are Nur Islam.
26. Rashid Mollah. 30. Rafiqul
Islam. 25. Ramindra Roy. 42.
Alfaruddin. 36. Shahidul Islam,
30, and Muniruzzaman. 25. All
of them are said to be in criti-
cal condition.

Driver and the helper of the
bus managed to flee the scene.

in another incident at
Goalpara on Jhenidah-Magura
road at 11 yesterday moming.
Alamgir. an SSC examinee
from Jhenidah Model High

School. received serious In-
Juries when a bus hit him from

behind. He was going to his |

school on a hi-cycle.
Later, he succumbed to his

injuries at the sadar hospital. .

Two separate cases were filed
with the police.

BSS reports. four persons
were killed and 14 others in-
jured when a Dhaka-bound
mini-bus collided with a truck
coming from the opposite di-
rection at Kanahar under
Trishal Police Station in My-
mensingh yesterday morning.

Of the four dead. two pas-
sengers. Barin Majumder, 26,
and Dayamaya. 30. died on the
spot while two others Gendu
Mia. 38, and Moinuddin, 25
died at the Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital.

The drivers of beoth the
mini-bus and the truck fled
following the accident.

According to eye-witness
account. the mini-bus belong-
ing to a 'gate-lock service
(direct) was in a high speed
and met with the accident as it
went (o the wrong side. The
bus was damaged.

UNB from Sirajgan) adds. a
housewife Romena. 50. died
on the spot when a speeding
truck knocked her down at
Sarisakola in Shahajadpur
thana on the Bogra-Nagarbari

highway yesterday
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WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREPN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE

By Staff Correspondent

Speaker Shaikh Razzak All
went to his office yesterday for
the first {ime after recovering
Irom a minor heart aflment.

He was admitted to the
Suhrawardy Hospital on
December 30 and was re-
leased Wednesday.

‘The Speaker stayed in his
chamber lor a brief period and
went through some important
files.” a Parliament secretariat
source (old The Daily Star last
night. :
Resignation letters of 147
Opposition MPs remained
pending for the Speaker's de-
cision regarding their validity,
The MPs. belonging to the
Awarmni League. Jatiya Party and
Jamaat-e-islami. submitted
their resignations on Decem-
ber 28, a day alfter the expiry
of their ‘deadline’ for the
government (o accept the
demand for a caretaker admin-
Istration for holding general
eled honis

JS sources said that
R.iz2nk All might start normal
claily activities today,

Fresh polls only
answer to present

crisis : Tofael

Awami League leader Tofael
Ahmed vesterday asked the
government to immediately
dissolve Parliament and trans-
ler power to a non-partisan
caretaker government for
holding general elections.

‘Aflter our resignation. fresh
election under a neutral non-
party carelaker government is
only answer to the present
crisis.” he told UNB.

Tofael expressed his igno-
rance of the reported govern-
ment move to resolve the cri-
sis. Had the government been
honest towards ending the
crisis. it could have been re-

solved before December 27, he
added.
See Page 12 Col i

Protest against

deferment of
CHT polls

By Staff Correspondent

The Greater Chittagong Hill
Tracts Students' Council
(GCHTSC) yesterday
the extension of time-limit for
holding elections to the local
government bodies of the
country’'s three hill districts.

The government on
Thursday extended the time-
limit for polls to the local gov-
ernment councils of Ranga-

mati, Khagrachhari and Ban-
See Page 12 Col 8
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