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Lately certain issues tend W0  Gas Company really mean busi-

ruffle gas consumers in the
city greatly. In a recent an-
nouncement published in
soIne . Consulners
were asked (0 make payment
ol arrear gas bills by a certain
date on pain of disconnection
of gas line.

It is common experience
that even i you have made
payment of gas bills through
the prescribed banks. the
payments are not regularly
posted in the relevant gas ac-
counts offices. A visit to the
accounts offices normally con-
firms this irregularity. This is
one aspect of the prablem.

The | published press an-
nouncement referred to above
asks the consumers to leave
the paid-up bill books at home
of the consumers so that the
checking teams may satisfy
themselves about payment. It
is reporied that the checking
leams resume their operations
during office hours. During
these hours. most male mem-
bers of households remain out-
side with their own duties.
And it is not normally ex-
pected that the housewives or
domestic help will be aware of
the bill payment position or
the bill book. In such an even-
tuality. if the checking teams
fail 10 find the paid-up bill
book and disconnect the gas
line., as threatened. the
household concerned will be
put into serious  difficulties.
The Gas Company has assured
that if during the course ol Lthe
day. evidence ol payment can
be produced. gas connection
will Le restored within m
same dav. This is idle con -
tion.

There scems (o be no point
in making door-to-door
checking during hours when
male members of families
mostly remain out on their
owil business. Many house-
wives remain unware ol the
payment position or the
whereabouts of the bill book
There are f[ew households
which can afford employment
ol domestic help which lately
suffered serious gap in credi.
bility on account of recent
crime incidents by domestc
‘help in the eiy.

If the checking teams of the
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akhert mungjat (concluding
prayer) arrived at Tong:.

In separate messages on the
eve ol the Biswa Ijlema.
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas. Prime Minister Bepgum
Khaleda Zia and Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina wished
the success of the Jjtema.

A six-square-kilometre
mammoth pandal has been
erecled on Lthe bank ol the
river Turag (o accommodate
the devotees from home and
abroad. Other facilities like
water. gas. electricity and sani-
lations have also been com-

pleted.
Tongi poura authorities,
Islamic Foundation. Red

Crescent Soclety and Hamdard

Laboratories have set up tem-

~ porary hospilals for emergency
treatment.

A tin-shed structure in the
north-west part of the main
venue has been kept reserved
lor [oreign participants. There
are three sections— for Arabs,
non-Arabs and people of the
Sub-Continent.

Another pandal has been sel
up to accommodalte the reli-
gious leaders and local VIPs.
Two podiums have been
erected for delivering sermons
and offering the akhert muna
jal.

Bangladesh Rallway has ar-
ranyged special train services
from January 6 to 10 to help

ness. witheat causing harass
ment o the consumers, some

Obviously readership of news-
papers is not wide in the city
on account of poor literacy
level. As a result. publication of

AN announcement in a couple
wl dailies with limited reader

ship leaves a large number of
consumers ignorant ol the
threat of possible disconnec
tion in spile of payment ol gas
bills regularly.

Instead of blanket an
nouncement for a day or two in
a couple ol newspapers warn
ing the consuimmers about con
sequences ol non-payment ol
arrcars of bills, it is felt that
the defaulters because of lim
ited coverage of print media
are entitled to individual neo
lices, so that necessary steps
for payment may be taken on
their part. Afler serving no
tces om defaulters. if arrears
remmain unpaid within a cer-
tain time limit. the Gas
Company will be justified in el
fecting disconnection of gas

line. The present practice fol

lowed by Gas Company there-
fore seems to be unfair. It
seems to be a mere [ullle ex

ercise on the part ol the oflice
stafl to lighten their own bur

den involved In issuing indi

vidua! notices where due.

There is another dimension
to the problem of payvment ol
gas bills. The Gas Compans
now always insists on the o
sumers holding joint bill
books. This nullifies the prac

the devolees participate in the
ljtema.

Bangladesh Army and Navy
have constructed some floating
bridges on the river Turag for
the devotees coming from the
other side of the river.

Bangladesh Road Transport
Authorities and the Private Bus
Owners Associations have also
arranged special bus and
minibus services.

In his message President
Abdur Rahman Biswas hoped
that the congregation ol jul-
lions of Mushims lhom home
and abroad would strengthen
the fraternity among then-

- selves

The Biswa ljtema is being
Held once more in Hangladesh
renewing the pledge of unity,
solidanty and fraternity among
the Muslim world,” he said.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia urged the devolees
1o take Iresh vow 1o build a
strong. prosperous and self -re
llant Muslim Ummah ‘W is
possible 1o ensure overall wel
fare ol nankind by following
the path of Almighty Allah and
ideals and teachings of Hazrat
Mohammad (SM). she said.

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina congratulated
the devotees and urged them
lo be imbued with the ideals of
the Prophet for establishing a
sociely Iree [rom exploitation,
injustice, falsehood. corrup-
ton, favouritism and adultery.

(Gas Bill Payment Complexities

Ijtema begins today

_Arj un for Rao's removal
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the next electigns” to Parlia-
ment due in mid 1996
1 am not interesied in
challenging (Rao's) leader-
ship.” he adlded,

Arjun Singh had been the
de facto nuinber two in the
government, his resignation
fuelled a fresh bout of dissi
dence in the Congress after )
was defeated in elections in
two key siates last mogth

Arjun Singh reiterated his
criticism of Rao, saying the 73-
year-old prime minister had
sitfled democracy in the ruling
party.

He also demanded a judicial
investigation into Gandhi's

sassination for which Sri
Znha.n Tamil Tiger guerillas

have been blamed, saying the
full truth was not yet oult.
Gandhi's killing by a suicide
bomber at an election rally in
southern India "is causing
grave dismay not only among
partymen bul also among a
large section of the people of
this country.” Arjun Singh said.
"After t(hree-and-a-half

VvEArs, we are no nearer to the

triith, he said,

Arjun gangh declined to say
Il he doubted Lhe olficial ver-
sion thal the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) was re-
sponsible. But he added,
“everything has not come out.” .

The LTTE, whieh is fighting

lor an  independent homeland
in 5ri Lanka, has repeatedly

denied its Involvement in the
kiling of Gandhi.

Editor : Mahfuz Anam
Printed & Published by A. 8. Mahmud, Managi
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ice followed prefiously when
each consumer was give indi-
vidual bill book. The present
practice serioysly inconve-
niences residents of old Dhaka
particular where several
famiites live in thelr ancestiral
homes where each head of Lhe

family do not tend to cooper-
ate in the matter of payment of

gas bills through jeint bill
book. This creates problems.
There may be some units in
the housechold which maybe
regular in payment of bills,
wirile other units may not be
so. Under such clrmumstiances
the main gas ine may be Bable
to be disconnected for default
of payment in respect of some
other unils. In this situation
the consumers of the units
making regular paymen! are
made subject to unjustified ha-
rassment. Moreover. il is not
ecasy to collect individual dues
from each unit to make full
paymen! against a joint bill
book In such a situation com-
mon sense suggesis that in

stcad of a joind bill book, ndi-
vidual bill books may be issued
o each consumer in a unit of a
household. as previously. In
that case. H any default showld
arise in respect ol any unit. the
gas company will be justified in
disconnecting it alone instead
of the main supply line There
Are numerous complaints that
the system of paymem through
joint bilk book causes serious
inconvenience {or consumers
holding such account books,
and it is one of the causes of
non-payment of gas dues In
INANyY Cases

Another problem lately
faced Dy consumers is insuff
clency of gas supply  In some

areas such as Jhigatola Raver
Bazar Dhanmandi It is
not clear whether this i1s due
Lo faulty distribution or
planned reduction in supply
This point needs be clarified
bw the gas authority

ol

It is expecied that the Gas
Connpany will look into the 1s-
sues raised apove and take re-
medial steps

The
veilled a new postage stamp
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wood 1n New York on Thurs-
day. — AFP photo
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Anti-US rally in
Pakistan ahead
of Perry's visit

RAWALPINDI. Pakistan Jan
6: Thousands of people at-
tended an ami-US rally con
vened by the Jamaat i-1slaun
party here today ahead of next

week's offictal visit by US”
Defence Secretary William
Perrv. reports AFP.

Perry is 1o arrive here

Tuesday on a three-day visit [or
talks with Pakistan leaders
The visil is the first in a
decade by a US Delence Secre-
lary to Washington's forme
Cold War ally.

Terming his mission a
‘conspiracy aimed at pressur
ing Pakistan 1o abandon s
nuclear programme, the Ja-
maal Chiefl Senator Qazl Hu.
ssain Ahnmed also lashed oul al
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutlo

for her “failure” 1o safeguard |

national interests.

Predicting that 1995 would
be the year of “Islamic revolu-
tion” which would also witness
the "end of Bhutto rule.” he
sald the nation would not let
her government barter away
the country's vital interests

| llke. freeing Kashmir, {rom

Indian rule and developing its
nuclear deterrent.

He claimed Perry was com-
ing here (o compel Pakistan
into signing the Nuclear non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to
establish what he called an
"Inia-Israel hegemony” agai-.
nst the Muslim world.

He claimed that Washington
was "worried” the 21st century
would give rise to promotion of
an Islamic identity against
western cullure. .

5!}"_ e

S Lankan President Chandrika l{mrn.tu

e o

nga leaves parliament yesterday afler making

her government s first policy statement since coming %o power in August. Kumaratunga
announced that security forces and Tamil Tiger guerillas will observe a cessation of hostilities

from tomosrow  (Story on Page 9)

US terms Ghali's proposed

UN force 'impractical’

I NITED NATIONS Jan 6
1S Ambassador to the 1inited
Nations Madeleine Albright has
opposed a proposal by
Secretary (General Boulros
Boutros Ghali 1o st up a UN
lorce for rapid deploymenl in a
(Tindn reporis AFP

After studying Boutros
Ghalis report on Thursday
marking the S53MMh anniversary
ol the United Nations Albright
maicl the proposal  weeom o ar
togale urme perwed W0 Lthe s
telary feneral

Albright cnticined the pro
promal 1o net up a UN rapdd de
[lovinent forve as ngs actical

Fach situation s different
aid we are alrad that ol there
were sk a lotoe, It would
never e laillored quite nght
atu] also that it would et e 0
use all the tune  Alboght seud

Boutrus Ghali sard in has
report thal troop cotnnuiinesy
from member countirws pro
vided N0 guarantees that forces
will e available lor o specific
cr et Loy

tHe sard the tapd deploy-
et foree shouid be placed
under UN conunand and urged
inemiber countnes to give se-
Nnous thought o the wdea

Stuessing that unny of
commuand 1s an ingportant
principle lor successful

perr “weeping operations. the
UN s hief alluded to the
Somalia flasco. sayving thal gov.
ernunenis who provide troops
should not give direct orders
o their contingents on opera
tonal matiers,

Albright saikd Houtros Ghali
was a little off the mark In
asscasing blanw

We have to guard against
saying everytime there is a
scctees it s dhue Lo the UN and
everytime there ia a fallure it is
due o the member states.” slir
addex]

We have 1o ook very care
(ully at the suggestions made
by the secretary general We
don t think that his approach
is the only vae (o tLake
Albright added

HBoutros Ghall later sald he
wits astouished” at Albwighi »
coltutenis astating that he had
distnbuted the propgsal just
an hour earber al a Securily
Councid meeting and that the
reaciion at that tme had been
POSHLve

The aecretary general
siressed that he wrole his re-
port for reflection and dis-
cussson - adding that "nothing
carf be done without the
agreement of the |5 member
Security Counwil,

‘Street battles

resume

in Mogadishu

MOGADISHU . Jan b War-.
nng sub-clans resumed street
battles in soulh Mogadishu

carly today despile a ceasefire.
with wilnesses reporting six
mihuamen and three civilians
killed. reporis AFP.

The ftighting in the
Dermuda district between the
Abhgal and Murusade [actions of
the powerful Hawiye clan
broke out at 4:30 am (0130)
GMT after a dav with only spo-
radic shooting in the evening
following the coming into ef-

Call to withdraw
cases against KIB
By Staff Correspondent

The council meeting of the
Knshibid Institution. Bangla-
desh (KIB) ended yeslerday
with a call to withdraw all
cases against the [nstitution
for the greater interest of the
countrv s agnculturists.

("haired by KIB President Dr
M Avubur Rahman. the two-day
council meeting at the BARC
auditorium was attended by
some 300 councilors and 500
agriculturists

The meeting decided 1to
intensily the on-going agitation
of the agnicultunists led by the
Prokrichi-BCS Central Action
Coundil.

It also resented the deci-
sion on privatising the bus|-
ness ol agricultural iInputs
without consulting the agricul-
turists which. the meeting
s#id, was having a negative im-
pact on the country's agricul-
tre

o

fect ol the ceasefire at 6:00 am
Thursday

It was not immediately
clear what sparked the battles.

The district was calm aller
dawn today. and representa-
tives of the two sub-clans said
4 joint ceaselire commitiee
would meet to discuss the
lighung and its rool causes.

That parley was not how-
ever expected to bring to
gether the two principals
self-styled president Ali Mahdi
Mohamed. and Abgal who con-
trols north Mogadishu. and
Murusade leader Mohamed
Ganyere Afrah. who broke with
Ali Mahdi last year and
switched allegiance to General
Mohamed Farah Aidid. who
controls most of south
Mogadishu.

Japan, DPRK making
secret contacts

to arrange talks

SEOUL. Jan 6. North Korea
and Japan are making secret
contacts Lo try to arrange talks
on normalising relations, news
reports in Seoul said today.
reports Reuter,

State radio and the domes-
tic Yonhap news agency
quoted a high-ranking official
of the Japanese Foreign Mi-
nistry as saying on Thursday,
diplomats from the two sides
were making contact.

“The official said the two
sides were making telephone
contacts but did not reveal the
place of the contacis.” the
radio said.

Trade fair opens today
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India. Pakistan, Iran. Thalland,
Grecie, Hong Kong. Bhutan,
Sri Lanka, the Republic of
Korea, Australia, Germany,
Vietnam and the United Arab
Emirates.

Addressing a press confer-
ence In the ecily yesterday,
Mohammad Hossain Malik,
Minister (press) of the
Pakistan High Commission in
Dhaka. said that 29
private firms from his country
would put on display their
products. Sixteen firms from
India are likely t0 take part in
the fair.

The foreign firms are ex-
pected to display electric and
electronic goods, industrial
and agricultural machinery.
house hold items, handicraft,
textile equipment, carpets,
surgical equipment and other
goods

The local firms will, among

| others, put on display ready-

public and -

made garments, jute goods,
ceramic ware, textile prod-
ucts, lolletries and cosmetics.
electric goods, handicraft,
frozen food, leather goods and
melamine and plastic items.

The local firms include
Transcom Electronics Ltd
(Philips)., Rangs Group. Singer
(Bangladesh], Nabisco Biscuits.
Square Tolletries, Saleh
Carpet, Bengal Fin€é Ceramics.
Jamuna Group, KD Garments
and a number of sector corpo-
rations.

Forty-nine pavilions, 185
stalls. flive restaurants, 14 nifl-
ity and service booths, a posi
office. a bank, and a media and
information centre have been
set up at the fair venue.

Besides, 12 dormitories for
the participants. an auditorium
and a ue have been set
up. There are also 230 car
parking slots, two entry gates.
one service gate, 13 tlicket
counters and 11 toilets.

|

businessmen's
confce in Mar

A convening conunitiee of
SAARC ASEAN Businessmen s
Forum has been (ormed to
establish closer links and
strengthen existing ties be-
Iween husinesamen in South
and South East Asian coun-
iries. reports LINB

A grand conderence of the
lorum will be held In the last
week of March al Sonargaen
Hotel w the city said a forum
presa release yesierday

The convening comumiiies
will inclpyde members repre
seniting the seven SAARC and
the six ASEAN countries

Pakistan industrialist Capt S
H Ather Malaysian business
man R Gunasi and SM
Mansur Al of Bangladesh hbve
b»een made chairman, vice
chalrman and secretary gen-
eral reapectively ol the «win
tnitlee, Lthe press releasc
adided

Banani Chowdhury
dead

Banam Chowdhury. the first
Bengali Mushim film actress,
died at the Holy Family Hos-
pital in the city Thursday ni-
ght

She was 73, reports HSS.

Her namaz-e-janaz@ was
held at the Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque alter the
Juina prayers and later, she
was buried at the Banani grave-
yard.

Her Qul Khwani will be held
at 38, Ramkrishna Mission
Road in the city on Monday
after the Asr prayers.

Banani Chowdhury alias
Anwara Nahar Chowdhury be-
gan her hllm career in the mid
40's and acted in many films in
Calcutta and in the then east
Pakistan.

She hailed from Jessore but
had settled in Calcutta.

She 1s survived by (wo sons.

- Abducted girl
rescued
By Staff Correspondent

A minor girlk who was ab-
ducted along with her younger
brother from Kamalapur
Railway Station. was rescued
by police from Jamalpur yes-
terday.

The haomeless children.
Nazma (5) and her three-
month-old brother Ratan, were
kidnapped on December 15
last reportedly by one Mannan
aid his wile Julekha, Railway
*olice said.

Pulice recovered Ratan and
arrested Julekha from a house
at Jusiatuli in Dhaka. The next
day Mannan was arrested from
his village home at Gaibandha
on January 4.

On information provided by
Mannan and Julekha, the
Railway Police recovered
Narzma from the house of an-
other wife of Mannan at
Gudashimpla under Jamalpur
sadar thana.

In their confessional state-
ments Mannan and Julekha
admitted that they had ab-
ducied Ratan for housemaid
Julckha's employers — a
childless couple.

Hurd
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rorism in Kashmir must stop.
This leads nowhere except to
misery and killing,” said Hurd,
who is on a four-day visit to
India. He flies to Pakistan on

Saturday.

Hurd said India should be-
gin an election process in
Kashmir, has been under fed
eral rule since then. India has
sald it wants elections this
year. bul fears a boycott by
most Muslim voters.

Earlier Friday, the foreign
secretary met gevernment
ministers to discuss Kashmir
and trade between India and
Britain

During the three wars that
India and Pakistan have fought .
Kashmir was divided between
them. with lndia holding about
two-thirds of the former king
dom.

- = AFPphabo
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Russia to

N-plant in Iran

TEHRAN Jan 6. Russian Alomic Energy Minister Viktor
Mikhailov is in Iran (o sign a contract to compiete a nuciear
power station left unfinished by Germany afier the Islamic
revolution. the news agency IRNA said today. Mikhailov ar-
rived late Thursday and was greeted by the head of Irans
atomic energy organisation. Reza Amroliahi. the official
agency saud. The two countries are (o sign an agreement in
“two or three days’ on finishing the Busher Power Plapt in

southern lran. reporis AFP.

Lankan troops kill 3 Tigers

COLOMBO. Jan 6 Tamil guerillas lost three men while six
security personnel were wounded in a gun-battle in the

northeas:. several hours

before

President Chandrika

Kumaratunga signed a truce accord. officials said teday.

Governmen!

troops on Thursday attacked a group of

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) guerillas in north-
cast Weli Ova but had o overcome stifl resistance initially be-
lore lorcing the rebeis to flee. officials said reports AFP.

TEHRAN. Jan 6 lram's air
force chief. His deputy and four
other senior officers were
among 12 people killed when
their plane crashed in central
Iran. officials said today. re-
ports AFP. i

General Mansour Sattariy
his depufy General Ardestani.
and four other officers were
killed along with six crewmen
when their plane crashed late

| Thursday irying to return to

lspahan airpert f{ollowing
“technical difficuities ™ they

i |

The plane had taken off for
Tehran. they added General
Mansour Sattari. who was 46

and had trained n lran and
the United Stales. was (onsid-
ered the architect of the re
construction and modernisa-
tion of the air force which was
badly damaged in the |1980.
| 88 war with Irag

The official agency IRNA
sadd Satlar was on a “mission”
bt gave no details. It said the
plivie was of a "Jet Star Type.”

France to open
mission in
Baghdad

PARIS, Jan 6. France. eajer
o help end lrag's international
isvlation, will soon open a dip-
lomatic mission in Baghdad.
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe
announced Friday after mee-
ting Iraq's depuly Prime
Minister reporis AP

The visit by Tariq Aziz,
Baghdad's mcst experienced
diplomal., was the first official
foray by an lragi leader since
the end of the Gulf War to
Paris. London or Washington.
which coordinated the coali-
tion Lhal routed Iraq.

Juppe, addressing repor-
ters alter a 90-minute private
meeling, said France would
Opern vVery Soon an interest

| section in Baghdad. based at

the Romanian Emba-ssy.

Aziz welcomed the deci-
sion, saying it would improve
communications between the
two countries.

Iraq was forced to close its
embassy in Paris during the
Gulf War, but opened an inter-
sl section in 1993 at the
Moroecan Embassy.

France. though a leading
troop contributor to the Gulf
War coalition against Iraq. has
been a champion of Baghdad
since Il began complying with
UN resolutions aimed at Lam-
ing Saddam Hussein.

Dhaka urges
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imb.lance between Bangladesh
and India

Earlier, Morshed Khan met
Pranab Mukherjee, Union
Minister for Commerce. al the
VIP lounge of Netaji Indoor
Stadium. He urged Mukherjee

for tariff concession on Bang-
ladeshi jute-goods and jamdani
products. Pranab Mukherjee's
response was very positive in
this regard.

Farooq Sobhan. High Co-
mmissioner of Bangladesh to
India and Jahangir Saadat.
deputy high commissioner in
Calcutta were present during
the press briefing and the
meetings.

Later, M Morshed Khan met
P Chidambaram MP in Notel
Oberoi grand and exchanged
views on inutyal interest.

Victim
From Page |1 Col 6
until his death today. .

Earlier. Abdul Khaleque's
son filed a case against the
surgeons for criminal negli-
gence.

Several organisations held
protest rallies here and de.

manded punishment 1o Lhe
prrenns responsible

Police Week
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meeting of the police coopera-
tives soctety and gel together
of the policemen with the re
tired officers

On the same day Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chow-

dhury will address senior
police officers at Rajarbagh
Police Te Auditorium

During the week . senior pe

lice officers will call on
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minister

Begum Khaleda Zia

Saddam asks Arabs
to resume missile ¥

attacks on Israel

BAGHDAD, Jan 6: iragl
President Saddam Husdein
called on pther Arab countries
on Thursday to resume the
attacks which bhe

January-February 1991 war
which killed two people and
wounded 304 \

The Iragi leader was quoted
the official agency INA

speaking al a reception given
for the heads of the iragi

forces o mark the 74th an-

. President Taha Yassin
Rasnadan

DSE firm
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traded went down te 45. but
the list ol gainers increascd to
19 and the list of losers went
down to 22, i

EIPIE‘EH. 'Ilg ﬂl}lill“ﬂ- | ﬂlnﬂ'q
the future of the market. Vice
Chairman of the DSE Imtiaz
Hussain said it was a ‘positive
sign for the market that politi-
cial uncertainty and pro-
grammes like hartals failed to
allect its vibrancy.’

December last. are expected to
be well-received in secondary
market as all of those were
oversubscribed.

Normally. the market re-
mains siow in January and the
forthcoming Ramadan month
may also contribute to keep-
ing the market slow uniess the
Eid-ul-Fitr is over, Imtiaz
Hussain said. But that the
market would definitely be
buoyani from the first week of

Marchi. he asserted.

Art show
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addressed by director general
of Shilpakala Academy Moba-
rak Hossain Khan and Direc-
tor. Fine Art of the Academy
Subir Chowdhury. The function
was attended by diplomats and
art connoisseurs.

The state minister paid
tributes to late artist SM Sul-
tan.

She said the construction of
a permanent art gallery in
Dhaka was in progress and ne-
cessary land had already been
alloted and funds allocated for

the purpose.

Tratfic control
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SAARC Fountain intersection
recently It found that not less
than 10315 wvehicles. beth
motorised and non-motorfesd.
passed through that road in-
tersection from 7 45 am te
R:45 am

Acvording to Highway and
Soil Engineering. a widely
recognisesd beok o the pum-
ber ol vehickes cryases 5 000D
m such a case trallfie would go
beyond controd



