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Food For Education

in Bangladesh poverty is
considered as one of the
major obstacles in the way-
of primary education. The
Government has introduced
Food for education
programme from 1993-94
year for enabling the poor
parents to send their

children to schools The’

programme is exclusively
largetled to rular poor
families for the purpose of
primary education.

Food for education
Programme has the
lollowing objectives:

a) Increase enrolment of

fbﬂdrtn in the primary
Fschools

b) Enhance the rate of
attendanct of the c hildren
in the schol and

¢) Reduce the drop- ol rae of
the enrolied children.

The [ood for Education
programme is designed for
the following target groups.
a) Distressed widows.

bl Day labourers.
C) Small
professionals (such as
Nshermen, blacksmiths.

poliers, weawers, cobiblers
elc.)

insolvenlt

" andless people having
= mape than 50 decimal of

lana.

All ‘"t he
government . registered non-
government primary

schools and one ebtadaye
madrasha [ having not less
than 150 students and 4
ieachers) of the seclected
union are covered under the
food for education
programme. The [full
responsibility of selecling
the beneficiary families has
been given (o namely school
managing commillee and
ward committee for
compulsory primary
Education.

In 1993-94 financtal year
the programme was
introduced experimentally
for one year m 460 rural
thanas of the countries. As a
result of the introduction of
the programme 5 89 88]
poor [amilies of 7.06 519
children were benefitied. A
total of 4,914 schools were
brought under the

programenme. During 1994 95
fimancial year programme

has been expanded from 460
unions tol 000 wmilons n
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of Nine High-Population countries

Education for all. beginning
on jomtein. has generaled a
new enthusiasm. Deve-
loping counlries have
already laken positive sleps
in breaking the cycle ol
illiteracy and  poverty. To
achieve Lhe goal of EFA as
sel In jomlein, Lhe
momentum of endeavours
of these countries has o be
kept up. In this view the
summit ol the nine high
population couniries was
held in New Delhl, capital of
India on 12-16
December, 1993 (o reallirm
the commiltment to the goal
of EFA. UNICEF, UNFPA
and UNESCO jointly
organised the summil. A
delegation from Bangladesh
headed by Honourable
Minister for Educaltion
Barrister Jamiruddin
Sircar allended the
summit. Other partici-
paling countiries were
Brazil, China, Egypt. India,
Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria
and Pakistan. The need for

this summit was [elt
because these nine mosl

populotis countries were the
mosl importanl actors In
the EFA movement. _
account for more Lhan half
the world’'s population and
more than 70% of Lhe
world's adult illiterales.
More over the Ltion of
these nine counfries |Is
grealer today than thal of
the world’s population In
1950. UNESCO, UNICEF,
UNFPA estimate thal some
70 milhion children In these
cormiries are excluded front
primary education. |f
current trends continue this
number would reach 83
million by the end of the
century.

The leaders of the
partictpating nine couniries
shared rTrirnrr- and
exchange views on
different aspects of basic
education., After delall
discussions on different
issues regarding EFA,
leaders of the nine couniries

approved “The Delhi
Declaration’ and signed
W COUnLry . a resu .

expansion about 11 36,600
families of 17,681 874 school
going children are being
benefliited. One child (amily
will get 15 kg wheal per
month provided the
attendance of the child in
school is 85 percenl or more.

A family having more than
one primary school going
child will be entitled 1o 20
kg wheat provided all the
children attend school. No
body will get wheal unless
the attendance is 85 percent
or more,
The first year programme
has been evaluated by the
Dhaka office of the
international food pelicy
Research institute (IFPRI) .
The evaluation reveals that
the programme Ras been
very suecessful in fulfilling
its objective. The report says
the food for Education (FFE)
has so [ar been
highly successful in
fulfilling its three short-run
objectives:fa) increasing
scheol enrolment :(b)
Promoling school
altendance and (c)
preventing drop-out rates.
The programme quile
effectively Largets the low
income households. FFE
marks the lowest leakage of
atl lrageted food
intervention programmes
in Bangladesh . The key
feature of the FFE
programme that contributes

lo this empowerment is the
practice of convening the

beneficiartes altogether on a
sel day each month to
coflect their wheal ration.
Successful implementation
of current  will
help expand the food for
education programme In
furtire.

They

reallirming the commil-
ment (o pursue Lhe goals set
in 1990 by (he world
conference on EFA and the
world summit on children.
The Delhl Declaration on
EFA has four sections.

The f[irst seclion contlains
reafllirmed resolution of
achieving the goal of world
conference for children and
world declaration on EFA
of 1990 to fulfil the basic
needs ol every citizen by
expanding adult education
and Universalizing the
primary education.

The leaders of the nine
countries allending Delhi
conference have realized
some realites which are
refllected in the second
section. They have agreed
that,

1) The aspirations and
developmental goals of the
partlicipating natilons can
only be [ulfilled by
ensuring education to all
the cilirens.

2) Eduwcation is the best
means for promoting
universal human values,
human resource develop-
ment and a mutual respect
heiween people of
dhersified cultures.

3) Crealive approaches are
essential for Imparting
badic educalion Lo all both
within and oulside the
formal sysmens.

4) The content and
lechniques of education
should be developed In a
way (o serve the basic
learning needs of
indivichuals and socielies,
empower them (o alleviate

poverly. (o raise production.
lo Improve Lhe quality of

life, to protect their
environment and (o enable
the people play a

meaninglul role in bullding
democratlic sociellies and
enriching cultural hert

Lages,

5 Efleclive health service,
adequale nuirition and
proper child care are needed
for w«all  educalional
Programmes

Total Literacy Movement:
- Bangladesh Context

Integrated Non-formal

Education Programme is the

fore runner of the fulure
massive programme 1 be
started from 1996. Lessons
learnt from this existing
project  indicate that (o
achieve Lhe Llargeéts Lhe
desired momentum may not
be obtained only by the
centre-based approach of
non-formal education.
Experiences gathered from
the existing programme tell
us Lthat if we can intruduce
total literacy movement
parallel 'with the existing
programme then it will be
possible on our part (o reach
desired target by 2000.

The inner strength of the
total Iiteracy movement is
that it can creale mass-

in the rapidly deve.,,
world. the most important
factor In any programme is
lo " ensure Its optimal
qualitative aspecl. The
eflfectiveness of training can
only keep the qualitative
aspect stable and
‘continuous. As in the case of
other education
programmes. in Primary
Education also there are two
types of training Le. Pre-
service and In-service,
However, al present, there |s

no Pre-service training
programme .
C-in-Ed course in PTis.

From (he early fifties one

Role of Training

6) Educatton and empower
ment of women are key

factors for their lotal
developmentL .
7)The pressure of

population growth has
seriously strained the
capacity of the education
syslems:

8) Combalting illiteracy is a
social responsibility thal
veeedls o mutually shared

coi, ‘‘mept and aclive
parbiciy L'nu ol all-
governments. '~ imilies.
communities and .. n
governthental

organizallons Irrespeclive
ol dilference In opinions
and political affiliations.
Being aware of the vital role
that education can play In
the development of
socleties, the leaders of the
participaling counlries
enunciated the [ollowing
pledges In third seclion of
the declaration:

I} Adequale measures (o
ensure primary education lo
every child would be Laken.
2) An Integrated stralegy of
government and non
Governmeml efforts would
be adopted lo provide basic
education o all the citbrens.
3) Disparilies In access lo
Basic education arising oul
of gender. age. income.
geographic remolermess,
familv. cultural. ethnic and
guistic differences would
be removed.

4) Quiality of basic education
programmes would be
snsured by bringing about
necessary reforms in
education sysiems,. impro
ving status. training and
conditeons of teacher and
developing more efleclive
learning teaching wmale-
rials

51 Efforts would be made Lo
ensure Lhal a growing shgre
ol National and communily
resources dedicated to Basic
education. Resource mann

gement would also be
Improve
f) Human development

would get top priority al
National and other levels
7) Peuple from all walks ol

awareness In Lo all classes
and professions of a
particular area. Demand for
educatlion, consciousness
and above all motlivation

can encourage people (o actl
voluntarily. People engaged
both in administration and
development can inlen-
sively participate in this
programme. This Preo-
gramme can creale an
empathy between Lhe classes
and the sections of the
community as objeclives
and goals of every one are
the same.

in Bangladesh, Lalmonirhat
disirict is the piloneer lo
introduce total MWieraey
movement as an innovalive
mode of non formal
To make the

educalion.

~ar Pre-service C In Ed
Cutlrse was introduced but
now only the newly inducted
teachers are admitled o C-
in-Ed course. About 97.5%
teachers of Governmenl

Primary school have
already received this
Training. Majority of non-

govt. Prt school the teachers
are stifl left out. Number of
Teachers admilled this year
in the C in-Ed course has
considerably increased and
plans have been developed
o train more than 50,000
Teachers within nexi b
years ’

Iin-Service short course

. capacilies

: Primary

litfe would e brought unde:
pnmbrella o

the same
achieve the poals ol EFA.
8) The participaling

countries wotild endorse the
framework for aclion
accompanying the cdecla
ration and share their
experiences among them
selves and with the global
cominuinity.

In the lasl section ol the
declaration. the parli
cipating leaders called upon
all other nations and
international aid gwing
agencies:

a) To extend their helping
hand and support towards
the participating countries
in  improving National
for expanding
Basic educalion senvice In
the respective countries,

b To recognize education to
be a critical investment and
lo promote an Intemational
environment to enable the
participating couniries lor
stisLinable socio economic

development

c) To realflirm the
commitment to the goal of
and 1o intensily their

efMforts o achieve the goal by

2000 AD
Amid wile applanse. leaders

from nine participating
countries signed the Declka
ratton on hehall of
respeclive governmenl in
vigyan Bhawan Delhi.

To implement  Delhl
Declaration. a Frame work
for action on EFA has been
supported hy the partl
cipating counlries. In
consistience wilh Lthese
frame work of action, the
participating countries will
sel goals and siralegles on
priority basis lor their own
National plan ol Actions.
The Initlatives and the
commitment of the nine
countries reflected in the

Delhl Declaration in their

pursull ol EFA goals,
through promotion ol
international cooperalion
will be recorded In history
as . significant chapler In
human progress  andd
internalional co opur ation

Literacy Movemenl
successiil, the Deputy

Commissioner of Lal
monirhat involved all

seclions of people, Including
all political leaders,

offictals of all departments,

Total

teachers, local elites,
freedom fighters, NGOs,
leaders of cullural and

reli front and social
workers of all lewvels. In the
implementation stralegy six
stages are followed. There
are: -

al Supervision
implementation

b) Motivatlion

fﬂ, Faciiitation (Teaching

w Administration
f) Evaluation & Reporting

and

iraining

al Cluster/sub -cluster
training: Tralning
Programmes are being

implemented for primary
teachers In every cluster
under the ATEOs throughout
the country. There are 1520
schools In a cluster under
one ATEOs. By now 48
training modules have been
developed on child survey,
classroom discipline,
school manage ment. social
mobilization, school
attraclveness, subject-wise
lesson etc. Consequently
some weaknesses were
found by research study on

Education for all: Declaration of the summit |

¥

concerned

dfie Frer aEeRine! gqe ag omFg FIE PR
s9-Nyewe! iz arw RdE srpfReer naw of% 3w

s FreersTms s W

qIER GO YA

o W org A | @ Tomrs J e 25 Rwe
Fgre Bl 7T A 8 coeT! iy AR, eI-
b MG ST &9 AR

yan oXT™ forwe W swred wu Adice a0 B s
fAfE Taguerim v MY TR W9 & sy O
TR RS AN | W JINACHR T AR ST
(NI WAV SRS O1E 4 e rwers Rpry
o) 7| @ T 9 Soere) AT Rew sdHe 9
T QAR | DLW (VTANNCE ATSATHE 74, HA oy Py
A%s 3w o wE e e vafrm R[Ey 7]

et AR sy 439 3Efk

4

TR on TRl new

TS (@ wife Tae T[S M 71 WA el fry
R e frer IRam orf e wikts aefls frem
fafes s e aafis frer B Rem snfiew oW e
N TR INFA JIY IR T el Ry
SREFS WA AT 355 WM YTIM b 7% 4t I/ o

8 WM Y3 @3

%?

:

A [ b}
b )[4

1143
¢

WA
| mﬁ* ﬁ'ﬂt‘
N P nam

TE
ag i

i
3

b

If addition to this. from
District Head Quarter to
Piogramme delivery
cenfres, a total of 5
Commillees are working
and involved with the whole
gamul of the programme.
The catchment area of a
primary school is the block
for Non formal Education
centres. Activities ol non

formal education within the
block are supervised by the
head master of the
primary school.
Monitoring and evaluation

are being done upto the
cenire.

in 1995 abowl 2.38.000
illiterale people of
Lalmonirhat District will be
madle terate through 8700
centres under 400 blocks
Total Literacy Movement in

Education

cluster sysiem and sub

cluster training system was
Introduced on experimenial
basi= In 4 Thanas of 3§

Divislons.
t Activities
1. Training compleied lor

1.12.000 SMC & FPTA
chalrmen
2. About 18,000 ward &

union committer chalrmen
recetved training.

3. Production of 3 TV spots,
| short ilm and 4 posiers.

A programme for
esltablishing model school
in every thana has been
taken up. These model
schools will prepare
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Lalmonirhat district has
already drawn the
altraction ol vamns levels
The efectiveness uwd all
embracing inherent power,
speed and coherence ol the
TLM and the success ol
Lalmonirhat has inspired
us o o greal extent.

By 2000 this Tolal Literacy
Movement will be expanded
in 43 districts of the counitry
in phases.

It Is our sincere feelings and
expeclation that Total
Literacy Movement can only
play piotal role in making
our large number of
illiterate  population
literates and thus achieve

targel of nalion's
commitment of Education
For All by the end of (his
cenlun

e,

teaching ald. organise
training programme locally
and procurement education
lechnology malterials elo
These schools will have
resonrceful libraries and
eMicient maslier teachers.

Steps have been laken Lo
make Lhis supervision
sysiem effective, regular and
dynamic as well modernise
it through training.
establish accountibility in
all sphere, strengthen the
Management %nd Infor-
malion system through
modernisation and sel up a
Inspection cell to coordinate
the programme and suggest
follow up activities.



