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We have been taken a bit by surprise at the
haste with which the government changed ts
announced policy of supplying coloured news-
rint to the print media. Just a few days belore
ﬁa implementation, the inlormation ministry
cancelled the decision, reportedly under pressu-
re from a vested group who did not want the
matter regularised he purpose behind, what
now appears to be an aborted move, was to stop
the open market sale ol the subsidised newsprint
It is sad but true that a significant portion of the
subsidised newsprint. made available for the
sole purpose of printing newspapers, is sold at
duuhi* and sometimes ¢hree times the price in
the open market. Without going into the details,
today it is a selt evident fact that a large portion
ol the allotted newsprint is not being used for the
purpose of newspaper publication This 1s hampe
ring the venuine newspaper publishers, who are
being deprnived ot theiwr r:-qul_rt'd newsprint quolta
We are tully belund the eflort of the mimstry of
information in bringing some sort of claryy and
transparcncy in tus matter. Years of political pa
tronisation, cronyism and down right corruption
vitiate the newspaper publication industry today
Each regime in the past found its own favourite
newspaper(s). and played havoc with rules and
lacts and gave false circulation figures to the
ones they liked or which supported them. The
false figures justifying false claims to newsprint
quota. This must be put to right. It ts these news-
papers who sell newsprint in the open market
A group ol newspaper owners recently met the
informmation minister and put pressure on him to
desist from implementing the aforementioned
decision. Whatever may be their objection against
coloured newsprint, we are certain that they do
not question the need to take all possible measu
res to weed out the ones who are responsible for
unscrupulous business practices in our industry.
We would like to urge the inlormation minister
to hold an open discussion with all sections of the
print media and resolve the guestion of adequate
supply of newsprint to the newspapers. The un
scrupulous business \]I‘iu‘”{‘t‘ by some is also af
fecting the book publishing industry, especially
those meant for school, as they too depend on
adequate newsprint supply from the same source
The latest crisis, whirlh has affected supply of
books to school students should convinee all that
stern action by the government is necessary. [
there are problems with coloured newsprint,
then some other solation has to be found.
Inaction on this issue cannot be an alternative.

What is a Gift?

Certain buses that transport students ol univer
sities and other academia carry strange legends.
Big and bold-type letters running from one end ol
these buses to the other proclaim @ A gift from
the Prime Minister Khaleda Zia.

There are things so petty that people do not
care to react to these for fear of becoming small-
minded themselves. This gift legend on the buses
—~God alone knows what benefit it rains on the
Prime Minister — were trade marks ol autocracy
till verv recently. An nnaccountable dictatorship,
clamped through the nicht of arms and tram-
ping all of citizens rights. can blur the diﬁt_ltjf*-
tions between state, governent and the de facio
captor of state-powci. But the same canpot con-
tinue in a democratic state.

If these buses were cases of the PM’'s personal
charity. her left hand shouldn’t have known what
her right hand gave, not to speak of proclaiming
it. But this is unlikely. If these buses were paid 1or
with taxpayers money. the inscripuon on these
buses are thoroughly unethical.

Evervone tries to ignoee those writings on the
bus. It's a trifle after all. But when last Wednesday
chiefs of six educational institutions we-e
herded to an audience with the Prime Minister
only to receive the keys to the buses the Prime
Minister was to ‘gift’ them. that was a rf*%ular
horror show. The recipients included the TR EE
Chancellor of a university. Why should the Prime
Minister be needed to make over a thing like a
bus which many of the capital city's children's
schools own and in some cases more than one?

The idea of ‘giting buses has been a very
unfortunate and thoroughly ill-advised sycophan-
tic exercise imposed on the Prime Minister.
When she gives away trophies and decorations

to national achievers. she is not giting anything.
If some institutions deserve to be recognised by
the giving of a bus-prize, it should be done just
like that. By tryving to inflate the importance of
the giver. yvou are only harming the Prie
Minister.

The Spirit of Asoka

Sri Lanka's international image has sullered ir-
reparably because of the bloody Tamil-Sinhalese
strife. But the violence-only image, forcefully but-
tressed by the Bandarnaike to Dissanaike assassi-
nation chain, is both unjust and untrue. Of the
nations in the Third World region, it was Sri
Lanka alone which had carved for herself a ve
respectable niche with regard to ‘quality of life.’
Her healthcare and literacy standards were
among the best in the world. And she spent next
to nothing on arms and the military. And although
poverty was not wholly unknown, there decid
11:;13 no hunger anywhere in that paradise of an is-
and.

President Chandrika Kumaratunga's overtures
to LTTE are showing their first encouraging re-
sults. One gets the feeling that hers may
regime not only of reconciliation but also of re-
covery. Recovery as well of Sri Lanka's interna-
tiona imapft. ’

Fhe Daily Star on Friday published an inter-
esting picture of two young women tourists enjoy-
ing the site of a herd of young elephants cavorting
in water. These young elephants do indeed come
from an “elephant orphanage” — Sri Lanka's first
and perhaps the world's first elephant orphanage
— taking care of young elephants found lost or
abandoned in the jungles. Come to think of it and
the height of compassion and humanism will
charm you. It was the same Sri Lanka which
years ago had pioneered the world's first open
jaill — a jail without walls. And that was a huge
success. We are certain with the return of peace
to this island Sri Lanka will again be the show-
picce ol South Asia. After all the spirit of Asoka,
carried there by Mahendra and Sanghamitra, can-
not be defeated after two thousand years by forces

of hate and strife, inaccommodation and intoler-
ance. '
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Why Can't They Withdraw Their Resignation?

by M M Sunnah

HE article 87 12) ol the
Constitution of the Peo-

I ple »  Republic ol

Bangladesh reads as lollows. A
member ol Parllament may

resigi = wulmulu
under his hand Lo
the Speaker. and seat shall
become vacant when the
writing is received by the
Speaker or the office ol the
Speaker Is vacant or the
Speaker is lor any reason un-
able to perform his functions,
by Deputy Speaker.”

Basing on Lhe nterpretation
of the sald article the
Opposition parliamentarians.,
who have resigned receally,
are claiming that they cannot
withdraw their resignation let-
lers, which were submitied to
the Speaker. They argue that
their resignations have become
eflective. and their seats in the
Parliament have become vacani
soonn aller the Speaker ‘re-
ceived those letters from (their
leader

The argument appears to be
genwine. i not poliuted by ob
stinacy One cannol expedct the
parliamentarians to disobey
the stirict principles of Lhe
Constitution But. what if
stickipg 1o the principle jeop
ardises the peace and pros
perily of the country? What
does our history say? Had

Everybody knows that Chief Justice Shahabuddin, who was holding an office of profit, never resigned. He was
holding the post of the Chief Justice during the tenure of his presidency. It was totally ultra vires of the

Constitution. What happened to the

of the Constitution at that timef

principles always had a pre- |

ponderance over our stale s
wellare?

We get the answer Hf we
look into our recent history. In
1990, during the last hours of
Ershad's regime, Chief Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed suddenly
took oath as the Vice
President of Bangladesh
(subsequently he became the
Acting President upon
Ershad's resignation), soon
afler Moudud Ahmed's resigna-
tion from the post. This hap
pened after a natonal consen
sus was reached by the major
politic 3] parties Dhd the ques
tiom as to whether Chief
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
was qualified 1o take oath as
the Viee President under the
rules of the ConsUtution occur
in anybody s mind? May be yes
bt noboddy bothered

Let me clear the matier for
those who never thought of the
problem According to article
A% (4) (b of the Constitulion
iprior to the 1 2th
Amendment) a person disgual

ifies to be a President or Vice
President if he /she disqualifies
lo contest in a parliamentary
election. Angd according lo ar-
ticle 66 1(2) (dd) of the
Constitution a person disquali-
fies (o contest in a parliamen-
tary election tf he/she holds
any office of profit in the ser-
vice of the Republic | e. gov-
ernment post. Everybody
knows that Chiefl Justice
Shahabuddin. who was holding
an office of profit. never re-
signed He was holding the
post of the Chief Justice dur-
ing the tenure of his presi-
dency It was totally ultra vires
of the Constitution What hap-
pened to the defenders of the
Constitution at that tme? Did
the Chiefl Justice violate the
Constitution? | think not. They
were Lthinking raflonally. And
that s what probably helped to
germinate the seeds of democ
racy Constitution is for the
good of the country and s

Chiel Justice Shahabuddin
tonk oath as the Vice

President of Bangladesh at a
critical moment of our history,
when the nation needed his

leadership desperately.
he introduced a new
rule of to assist

the nation in administering
the Constitution. It is a regular
practice of our legal system to
follow the precedents and to
obey the rules laid down by the
superior courts. One might
well say that Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed intro-
duced a new precedemt of fig-
noring. on a very special occa-
sion. the rules of Constitutian
for better sérvice to the nation.

Furthermore, we all know
that our Constitution is an Act
of Parllament. And it is gener-
ally presumed that the words
used in an Act of Parlament
must be taken to have been
used in their ordinary sense. If
the words used in the Act are
clear. theh it is expected that
the people or judges have no
dilliculty in interpreting its
meaning.

But if the At of Parliament

is badly drafted. then peopie

of judges may require 0 seck
intention of the Parliament in

other parts of the Act itseif
and if they give no assistance.
then, in other Ilegisia-

tion / precedent or surrounding

framers of the
tion might not have
the full effect of the
words used in it. Appareatly.
they never thought of a situa-
tion like farcing a President to
and handing over the
to an unelecied person.
Obwviously. they never fore-
saw a situation when 147
"members of the Parliament
would resign together.
Therefore. one can argue

|

|

firmation of their resignation. expert.

Yetr. we doni know whether
the Speaker is envtitled (o re
cetve such writing offucually
when the Porligrmgrd is not in
sesston. We are not sure of the
intention of the framers of the
Constitution with respect (o
enforceabnlity of these words.

- Now. we urge our leaders o
ook inlo the preseni crisis in
a raonal muasnner. Our history

|

|
¢

L]

1
H1H
%;*ﬁ
N

BN

;
k
fo]

|
T

" The 'Monetary' Politics and the Politics of 'Money'

by Abdul Bayes

The fact that "without money nothing can be done’ is, perhaps, more true and pervasive in the case of today's
politics than anything else. It is being said that in Bangladesh one has to spend on average 10 lakh Taka to

mmmmmrﬂu

Lo hear aboutl or listen to

politicians who happen
ed te  be tall order
professionals  like lawyers
doctors. engineers, professors,
ete. Many ol them were
moneyed people no doubt but
Lthe money they so earned was
mostly by their sweats in court
buildings classrooms o1
hospitals A large chunk of fhat
hard earned money used 1o be
spent in constantly leeding the
constituency in  terms ol
various social educational and
econonie events A parnt of shat
accutnulation used W bind waya
through posters. election
camps and providing volers
just with betel leaves and betel
nuls. one or two bidi and at
hest lew chocolales lor Lhe
kids accompanving the voler
to the election camp We also
observed many_ candidates
winning .asscmbly elections
who could hardly manage Lheir
families. To win an election At
that tmme. the amount ol
money seemungly played a sed
andary role; the primary role
or Lthe secret was played by the

I N our carly days. we used

gandidale s honesty  ingegrity.
tommitment to the nat elc.
, It seems that gome are

those days Now the secret of
all politics. be It in Bangladesh,
India or Pakistan. appéars to
be the sacred money. The [act
that without money nothing
can be done i1s. perhaps. maore
true and pervasive 1n the .case
of today s politics than any-
thing else It is being said that
in Bangladesh one has 1o
spend on average 10 lakh Taka
o complete Lthe parliamentary
election. pass or {ail notwath:
standing Better call 1t a
‘monetary race where many
dedicated souls with long ca-
reer in politics were reported
lu be dashed to the ground and
where many unknowns™ were

address. )
Svihet Divisi

Sir., Nearly three months
ago the hon'ble Prime Minister
had announced the formation
ol Sylhet Division. Procedural
formalities are yet to be com-
pleted to commence all neces-
sary activities of a proper divi-
sion. We hope the authority
will do Lthe needlul at an early
date In this connection, we
would like 1o request the BTV
authority to demarcate the di-
vision from Chittagong division
in the map of weather report
as shown in the news at 8 pm
ahd 10 pm,

This, we believe, will be a
testimony to the Prime Minis
ter's declaration of Sylhet Divi-
son

Motius Samad Chowdhury
Housing Estale, Sylhet

"The Third View"

Sir. You deserve deep ap-
preciation of the silenl major-
ity for "The Third View” ap
/pearing on the 6th December.
Hope that other leading néws-
papers especially the Bengall
newspapers will take the cue
and project the views of Lthe si-

lent majority. the main benefi-

ciary of the Constitytion of
Bangladesh, the Sovereign.
The Constitution is their
MAGNA CARTA. The
Parliament, the Government,
the Opposition are all subordi-
nate (o the silent majority.
They constitute 99% of the
population. They want peace,
dignity, good health and pros-
perity. To achieve these they
appoint (elect) their represen-
tatives Lo work on their behalf
within (he framework of the

]
any

reported (o emerge as heroes
in the fighs

The Political Industry!

Su you are an MP
People would like 0 say that
vour earmnings could be at least
Th 30,000 per month through
various allowances and prnvi
leges provided w0 you If the
assumplion is true. then it im
plies that at the end of your
tenure 1 e, after five years you
wollld be left with Tk 20 lakh
I vou spetsd hall of that yvou
could still be left walh 1O lakh
If you are a littde bit sisart and
have acquired the secrets of
moncy making. your earning
per month could be Th 50.000
or Tk 30 lakh after five years
Minisiers carning cannol be
ke~s than that amount. If you
had * borrowed the election
sced moncy from the bank at a
compound interest rate of say.
10 per cent per annum. what
would be the rate of return on
capital so invested? Intuitively
speaking. much above other
industrial ventures. be it im-
port substituuing or export
onented. Possibly. for this rea-
son Lhere seem an ipflux of in-
dustnal "kulaks® into politics
and the political parties are

wilnessed to receive them

with red carpets "even though
the newcomers might not have
political background.
whatsoever. Election and poli-
tics are thus tuming out to be
the most profitable ventures in
oday s Bangladesh, India and
Pakistan. Of course. there are
also elements of risk involved

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

in lerms of lallures bul, espe-
clally. not for those who have
already been endowed with
vasl sums of black money”
that the election Is su

o make “white” The
diflerence hetween “political
industry” and its counterpart.
non political. seem 0 be Lhat
the latler requires money as
well as hard labour, knowledge
on the national and global
economy and a good sense of
management o succeed while
tlie political one needs only
modikey . aindd I necessary. the
guns and the goons

The money-politics nexus
depicted above is a common
phenomenon n and around us.
The Sunday (27 Nev—3 Dec
1994) published soine inter-
estng episodes of huge money
amassed by politicians of India.
Needless 0 mention, such
cpisodes are also not unheard
ol in neighbouring countries
but weak democratic institu-
tiens and ragile press lreedom
can hardly ventilate them out.

The formey Governor ol
Punjab. Mr Surendra Nath and
his entire family was wiped out
a plane crash. But before the
mourning could end, the press
flashed the hoarnble news of Rs
44 crore that was reported o
be found in the late Governor's

house. Surendra Nath was an-

honest police officer of repute
but the demand of his politics.
possibly. drove him to this ac-
cumulation and it is alleged
that the late Governor was in-
volved in real estale business,
rent-seeking and amassing
huge secret funds. The sorry

diary was sejzed along with
about Rs 4 lakh in

ving in Bangladesh. The
list also includes so-called
honest bureaucrats. Of course,
many of the press victims de-
nied allegations but the fact
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sacred constitution of which
they., the citizens. are the
supreme authority and only
they must say when and how to
amend the same. The rest are
only their agents. The consti-
tution guarantees the fynda-
mental rights of the citizens,
the ultimate authority of the
constitution, vide Articles 7
and 11 of the Constitution.

The Articles say —

“7(1) All powers in the re-
public belong to jhe people
and their exercise on behalfl of
the people shall be eflected
only under. and by the author-
ity of the constitution.

(2) This Constitution Is, as
the solemn expression of the
will of the people, the
supreme law of the Republic.
and if any other law is incon-
sistent with this constitution
Lhat other law shall. to the ex-
tent of the inconsistency, be
void.” .

“11. The Republic shall be a
democracy in which funda-
iental human rights and free-
dom and respect for the dig-
nity and worth of human per-
son shall be guaranteed”

Now lel us see what is the
plight ol the people who are
the author ("the solemn ex-
pression of the people”) of the
consttution and whose dignity
is guaranteed by Article 11.

The opposition calls hartal
during which period all shops,
business establishments, etc
remain shut and cars, trucks,
buses, rickshaws are not al-
lowed on the street. The effect
is that our freedom of move-
menl, freedom to earn liveli-
hood are restrained by the op-
position. Then where, is our

freedom and dignity guaran-
teed by our sacred
Constitution. Isn’'t this violation
of our Constitution? Should not
some one go to the supreme
court lor a verdict? We are no
longer prepared for such
indignity from those whom we
senid to the parliament to pro-
tect the constitution and our
dignity, honour and means of
livelihood.

I have nothing against the
hartals but let it be free from
coercion and threat. Let it be
the means of voluntarily ex-
pressing ones likes or dislikes,
protests or approval. Enough
damage has been done to the
country by various political
moveménts but real achieve-
ments for the benefit of the
people have been very few.
Now that the country is on the
verge of an era of development
under the new world order
and as we have recently been
assured by the FBCC] Chairman
that the country’'s economy can
be turned into something like
those of the ASEAN countries
(and 1 believe it can be) if po-
litical stability is maintained.
the time has come when the
silent majority should wake up
and protect their own dignity
and defend themselves from
any one (whoever It may be)
interfering.

Let us not be treated like
catlle driven at will into the
pens for limited periods to
graze and drink, Let us protest
en masse and find out a real
legder. there must be one
somewhere. Time has come
for the leader of the silent
majority to come out and take
hold of the banner and rush to
proclalm that enough |Is
enough and mobilise forces
against the cattle ranchers. Let
us not miss the opportunity
that is coming for us to live in
dignity. Let us for once be se
rious and try for national con-
ciliation. Let us remove all
controversy of the past and

forge a unity which can only be

tone by removing the irritants
thal are inhibiting our every
day life.

Let us analyze a little: There
was a time when the ryots or
prajas were under the clutches
of the money lenders and the
zaminders. Sher-e-Bangla
Fazlul Huq who was Chief
Minister of the united Bengal
fought for the emancipation of
the ryots from the clutches of
the Mahajans and was success-
ful inspite of the opposition
from vested interests, and en-
acting Debt Settlement Boards
in Bengal.

Shelkh Mujib who was
Muslim Leaguer in pre 1947
days stood up against the con-
spiracy of West stanis and
finally mobilised the East
Bengalees against the conspir-
ators under the banner of

Awami Muslim League (the
world 'Muslim® was later

dropped aiter the abolition of
separale eleclorate). Indeed
She

ikh Mujib was the major
force behind the movement.
Another Muslim Leaguer
Maulana Bhasani was staunch
east Bengali Nationalist who
splintered from Awami Muslim
League and formed National
Awami Party. So all of them
have played important roles in
history of Bangladesh.

if | am not wrong, in 1954
by an enactment of the East
Bengal Assembly (by the way if
| am correct the province and
its Government was named as
East Bengal and remained so
till the two unit systemn was in-
troduced}] the Permanent
Settlement was abolished re-
moving all feudalism from East
Bengal (East Pakistan) now

Bangladesh. |
What | want to say here is
that whatever we have

achieved here in Bangladesh
has been possible due to the
cumulative effect of certain
positive measures taken over
the years [t has not been a
day's work and no single per-
son or party can claim the
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sible figure is 1.5 lakh) and
that for the Loksabha seat. the
«imount heaves up to Rs 50
lakh. Many politicians have
their own armed cadres to

these cadres claiin a large
slice. There is any way
that this huge could
lw managed following the rules
ol the soviety's game. Second.

A minister's

Normal rules of games. unfor-
tunately, do not allow the
deadly dreams (0 malerialise
and so is the other oplion.

could hardly be questioned.

They are struggling (o eke out
a living following the rules of
the game but unfortunately the
realities are such as o revolt
against them. As days pass by
corrupt politicians appeéar to
drive honest ones out of ¢ircu-
lation. We should contimue to
side with the latter and Tight

taking representatives

(working people).

accept the history and recog-
nise all our predecessors irre-
spective of their political be-
liefs?

Why do we squabble over
petty things. Let there be an
all-party grand national con-
vention to sit down with smil-
ing faces and recognising all
the leaders of the past. and
burying the hatchets. take sa-
cred steps for a forward march
into the new millennium.

A reader
Dhaloa,

Political deadlock

Sir, What next in Bangla-
deshi politics? Our esteemed
and patriotic opposition me-
mbers have abandoned the
Parliament. a place which they
could use as an ideal venue for
realising their noble ends!

Meanwhile, | would request
both ruling and opposition par-
ties to re-consider their stands
giving priority to the national
interests and the welfare of
the people. Whatever the
lapses might be., the current
democratic® government has
indeed succeeded in introduc-
ing democracy in Bangladesh
and in gearing up the sociu-
economic development pro-
cess — the achievement is
significant

| honestly hope that all the
sides would demonstrate true
patriotic norms and values in
containing the present im-
passe through dialogue.

If some mediator is needed
please do not go for foreighicrs
but form a mediator-group
frou
among our mehnaii manush
This dea
may sound ridiculous but this
is. | believe. what we should

do. Let this nmwediator group s
opinions help in taking our fu
ture political decisions

M Zahidwul Hagque

Assistant Professor
BAI.

Sher-¢-Bangla Nagar

whole credit. So why don't we [ Wwabor

as "The Man of the Year". You
have selected him very care-

*the disadvantaged ghd poor
women and the landless have

got an identity lto survive on
their own feet. Grameen in
Bangladesh is the silver h\m::g

oul in the dark < -
1 Llrue sense. r Yunus

does not merely work. He
works with a TEAM (T-
Together. E-Everyone. A-
Achieves. M-More] approach
[cited from the John Hopkins
University/ Centre for
Communication Programmes)
which can be treated as
SMART (S-Specific. M-
Measurable, A-Attainable. R-
Reasonable, T-Time bound)
efforts for the rural

Realising the fact. | would
like to appeal Dr Yunus and his
team to take initiative for the
slum dwellers in the city areas
ol Bangladesh Development
efforts of different quarters for
the sium dwellers appear o
me as cosmetic. Dr Yunus and
Grameen — both are special in
implementation of real and
sustainable development. May
this new year be filled with
special memories and wonder
ful moments and may Grameen
always find happiness for the
disadvantaged in the yvears
ahead

I would like (o see D
Yuniis as the Secretary General
of the Unitedd Nations one day
to take the lead role for allevt
ating poverty and ensuring
welfare of all races and cul
tures of the world

Gopad Sem Gagpta
32/3. Sukrabad (4th Flean
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