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RESSED in their Friday

Gnery. with their

shawils tightly wrapped
for warmth. Yarunnessa
Noorjahan and Amina Begum
are among the 500 women
attending the annual Women s
Credit Workshop ol Manabik
Shahajya Sangstha on
December 23

The audience listening at-
tentively to the speeches de
livered on the occasion are
beneficiaries of the Women's
Credit Programme (WCP)
which extends loans to the ur
ban poor. The scheme started
in 1989 has so far disbursed
Tk 49 10 million to about BOO
families in 100 different slums
in Dhaka.

Although WCP is a straight
forward replication of the
Grameen model. it operates in
the more uncertain urban con
text. Slum dwellers in tempo
rary residential arrangements
live under the constant possi
bility of evicton. A Grameen
Bank evaluation of the scheme
also noted that slum dwellers
were floating and mobile as
there was a tendency to mi-
grate from one slum to an-
ether This makes it dfficult to
maintain the unity and net
working important to the
Grameen model. However de
spite problems ol loan set
backs due (o evictions, the
WCP scheme has a nearly 100
per cenl recovery rate

Yarunnessa was Lhe first
loan secipient from the BNP
Bazar area in Agargaon Wesl
"When the credit people came,
we Lhought they were going Lo
convert us o Christianity.” she
reveals, "We weren't very edu
cated and relatives were whis
pering things like As off
springs of Muslims, we can't
become Christian now, can
we?' But everything was fine
after the programme was ex
plained.” Noorjahan shared an
initial apprehension about the
scheme as well, "Bul | told my-
self that | knew the Koran so if
anyone said anything different
| cogit ulwmpitiet ve

Yarunnessa has taken oul
six loans so far. “In my first
vear, | took out Tk 3.000
Then Tk 4.000. and Tk 5.000.
My latest loan is Tk 5.500°
She has paid back all her pre-
vious loans. Thanks to the
money, Yarunnessa has befn
able 1o open a shop in her
home, and take care of her
uneiployed and sick husband.
| ve also hecn able 10 get my
daughters married,” she adds

Yarunnessa would like to go
back to Barisal, although her
family left their village a long
time ago. "My father lived in
Dhaka. but we have no land or
links here.” she says. "l can't
build a house in Dhaka or buy
land for Tk 2-3 lakhs, can |7 [f
1 can improve on my present
situation then | could get some
land in my village, and grow
crops.” Her savings currently
hover around Tk 1000 — Tk
2.000.

If the savings made through
the WCP programme does en-
able Yarunnessa and others
like her to leave Dhaka, it may
dispel many people's fears that
helping slum people only en-
courages greater migration to
the city. As [t stands, slum res
idenis are seen by many Dhaka

Urbanb

ECEMBER 1994 proved
0 be a turning point lor
South Asian women. In a

workshop organized by the
South Asian Persgective Group
ol the Bangladesh National Pre

paratory Committee Towards
Beljing-NGO Forum 495, par
ticipants succeeded 1o unify

the voices of the South Asian
women and to develop a
comm-on Platform of Action
55 partikcipants from India,
Nepal, Pakistan, 5ri Lanka and
Bangladesh et (o discuss, an
alyze and strategise on the key
problems faced by Lhe women
of this region

South Asian Women's
Caucus: The workshop held at
Koitta - Bangladesh, during 1 -3
December, was a historic one
with far-reaching implications
for the empowerment of South
Asian women. There has been
a long felt need lor a common
forum to raise Issues unique to
women of this region. In re-
sponse to this need, the par.
ticipants unanimously agreed
to form a South Asian Women's
Caucus (SAWC) that will ad-
dress and strengthen the
strategic interests of women.
The genesis of this Caucus can
he traced back to the meetings
held in Manila (1993) and
Jakarta (1994) where South
Asian participants met infor-
mally to discuss pertinent |s-
sues. SAWC pominated. the
Bangladesh National Prepa-
ratory Commitiee as its first
Secretariat to coordinate arid
facilitate the activities of Lhe
Caucus,

residents as responsible for
the deterioration of the city,
which encompasses the in-
crease in sidewalk hawkers.
rickshaws, crime and garbage
Urban credit programmes can
help slum dwellers to save
enough money in the city LW
enable them to eventually live
and build a better life in the
villages.

That, however. would be
the ideal situation. A successiul

re_ait Sche;lles Need ﬁ
Holistic Touch

by Lamis Hossain

ness. She received her first
loan two years ago and staried
a saree business. "1 bought sa-
rees from Bangobazar and
Gulistan and sold them here *
Amina Begum reveals. “A lot of
people do this business But
the police once confiscaled
the sarees so | started doing
embroidery work insiead * She

has bought a Tk 3.500 sewing
machine with her latest loan

She has even opened an ac

more

majority of women use these
loans to buy a rickshaw
(17.98%) which is said to be
high profit ylelding and ihe
casiest o start. However, in
the long term this should be
discouraged. First of all. buying
a nckshaw does not provide
the women with any skills
Secondly. there s a lack of
close interaction with the In-
vestment. Thirdly. the hus-
bands are more likely to bene-
it from the loan. Lastly.

aside the mertts of the
sh.aw a8 a of \ran

rick-

Jahura Bogum withy hoer sowinsg e iing

credit scheme does not guar-

antee that all its members will
wish to leave the city like
Yarunnessa does. Noorjahan s
family lefl their village when
she was only three years old

She has grown up in Mirpur s
Shalibag slum and is now rais

ing her children in the same
place. | want to stay In
Dhaka.” she says, “There is no
one that | know left in my vil-
lage :

Noorjahan has taken out her
sixth loan of Tk 5.500 this
vear. Her hushand had a wells
paying job in lragp<but was
forced to come back during
the lrag-lran war. She also has
a partly crippled son whom
she needs to take care of. ~l
was the first loan recipient
from Mirpur so | am now given
the responsibility to look after
different kendras.” she says
Noorjahan supports her family
by doing handicrafts work at
home. such as vests for Aarong
and by distributing milk

Even if she did wish 1o re-
turn home., Noorjahan would
not be able to do so. Despite
taking out six loans and doing
two jobs, she has not been able
to set aside enough money 7l
have not been able to make any
savings yel.” she reveals And
most of my husband's savings
have been used fo look after
my disabled son ~ However
Noorjahan has enrolled her
son in school. He can now eal
and write with his left hand
and help her out at home

Twenlty-four-year old Amina
Begum, wearing a bright pink
saree and embroidered shaw!l.
is to0 young to be bitter. She
has grown up in Hazaribag's
Goalar bosti and has married
there too. Her husband is not
doing well tn his 'bushi busi

count at Janata Bank which
~he says she had no problem
doing

The atmosphere in the
slums is not good " Amina says,
Tt would be nice to leave.” But
ahe wants to stay in Dhaka. Al
the moment Amina spends Tk
700 on rent. “If | want to move
out | won't find anything below
Tk 1000. How will | manage
that?” Unfortunately she has
been unabile to keep more than
Tk 200 in her account at any
one Ume.

Although
Noorjahan and Amima Begum's
lives have improved due to the
loans. they have not escaped
the vicious cycle of slum hife
They have been unahle to make
enough savings These women
are certainly sireel wise and
economically active, butl they
are not empowered. They are
forced to work because of their
husband's inability to do so and
end up bearing the dispropor
tionate burden of poverty

Current urban credil
schemes need a more holistic
approach o empower Lhe
women instead of just doling
out cash. WCP already has a le
gal awareness component (o
impart essential knowledge (o
its members. In its third
phase the scheme also hopes
1o allow women to cultivate
leadership skills and increase
thetir literacy. These eflforts are
necessary and commendable
Bul 1sost of the women partic
ipatng in the scheme tend to
use heir mmoney in the same

sort of low skill. traditionally
“female” wventures: cloth/san
irading (15.65%). grocery

shop (14.62%). getting a milch
cow (12 .54%). or buying a
sewing machine (5. 88%)

More worrying is that the

SA Women's Caucus and
Regional Platform of Action

L]
Goal: The poal ol SAWC is to
continue bevond Betling and to

implement the Platform of
ACtionn

Vision: The vision ol the
South Asian Women's Caucus is
to develop a comprehensive
networking ol issues, groups
and strategies leading to bilat.
eral and regional action plans.

Objectives: The overall ob-
jective of the SAWC is to retain
the momentum of the global
movement and strengthen re-
gional movement towards gen
der equily. development and
peace. The specific objectives
are:

|. Advocatung and lobbying:

al national, regional and
international levels
2. Dialogues with policy

makers and leadership, with
government and non-govern-
ment agencies

3. Crealing pressure to
enforce national, SAARC and
UN conventions and declara-
tions,. especially those pertain-
ing to gender and deyvelop-
ment

4. Monitoring and follow-up
on implementation of the
SAWC's Platform of Action.

Statement of SAWC: During
the workshop, the members of
the SAWC developed a
Regional Platform of Action by
identifying major trans-na-
tional issues affecting women,
of which five were dealt-with

unequal

at length. The Statement ol
SAWC encapsulates the main
issues of the Platform of
Action.

1. Economic and Envi-
ronment: Selfl-sufficient, self
rellfant and bio-diverse South
Asia with surplus has been
depleted of Its natural re-
source as a result of coloniza-
tion, economic policies and fi-
nancial mechanisms geared
towards growth and benelit of
the north. This has taken place
at the cost of detrimental con-
sequences for the poor of the
South, with women being dou-
bly disadvantaged. SAWC calls
for protection from further
economic and environmental
degradation.

2. Political Empowerment:
"Women stand for clean and
green politics, Women stand
f[or empowerment of the
people”.

In South Asia., women's
access to political
power is reflected in their so-
clo-economic position. Funda-
mentalism, eriminalisation and
increasing flow of money are
the biggest barriers to wo-
men's entry Iinto politics.
Women as a constituency are
largely unrepresented and
have little or no impact in the
political arena.

3. Violence against Women:
Violence against women
permeates the social fabric

Yarunne®ia,

ton. the lact is that the city is
already overrun by them The
last thing a credil programme
should do is encourage magra
tion from the countryside iIn
the hopes of making a gquick
profit (relatively speaking) as a
rickshawallah The Grameen
Bank s evaluatton of the
scheme also recommends,
Loan for invesUnents in rnck-
shaws may be given at first but
musl be avoided In the second
time and afterwards.’

Credit programmes should
Irv o ercale new Lucralive ar-
cas of emplovinent or al least
impart these women with pro-
ductive and valyable skills
Without such a step. the
women may be perennially
stuck in cvcle of poverty
LUrban credit schemes also
need 1o be more widely im
plemented than thevy are now

All things said. the credit
programme has definitely im-
proved the lfves of its mem-
bers Whether they want to
stay here or leave the city, the
three women agree on this
point. the money has allowed
them to place their children in
education. achieve a sense of
self worth through employ-
ment and learn from the expe-
riences of women in their
kendra. The repayvment rate
uso proves that. as MSS puts
it. Women arge productive as-
sels, not economic burdens”

Most Iimportantly. the
scheme teaches women the
importance of controlling their
own lives. Noorjahan speaks
for all of them when she says,
When we look at what our
men are doing. we realise that

we women need to take re-
sponsibility on our own.” Amen
1o that

ranging from the home to the
state. It is manifested in the
form of sexual violence and
social-economic - political dis-
crimination that is further ag-
gravated by fundamentalist and

communalist forces.
4. Trafficking of Women:

Trafficking ol women and
children is an invisible. unac-
knowledged and unaddressed
issue having cross-border Im-
plications. Forced prostitution
is a owcome of trafficking.
SAWC calls for a comprehen-
sive, standardized definition of
trafficking. and enactment and
enforcement of stringent legis-

lation. both at the national and
regional level.

5. Religious Fundamenta-
lism and Ethnic Chauvinism:
Religious fundamentalism and
ethnic chauvinism is a manl
f[estation of identity crisis,
political discrimination, depri-
vation and uneven develop-
ment that victimize the vulner-
able particularly women.
SAWC calls for legal reforms
protecting and ensuring
gender equity.

The workshop recognized
other critical areas such as
health, education. culture and
media that will be dealt with In
follow-up meetings ol SAWC
The article was prepared
by Tahera Yasmin, Con
vener, Ishrat Shamim, Co-
convener, Farah Kabir,
Member, South Asian Per
spective Group — Bangla-
desh National Preparatory
Committee Towards Bei
Jing-NGO Forum '95,

Blood of Libera

IVE 1o six years ago.
F there was nothing but
poverty and scarcity all
around me. The situation was
s0 severe that the entire family
survived with a meagre hand to
mouth earmming My husband
with his wtmost effort,
managed some how to
mainiain the [amily. The days
were undoubtedly very tough
for us
We got a small plece of land
in the shum area from the gov
ernment., where we built the

| dwelling hut. In spite of hard

shipa we kept all the imposed
taxes clear from the beginning

But an undesirable situation
oocurred fthie to the presence
of some wmusclemen and
drunkards in the slum area
The miscreants used o disturb
and harass us every now and
then. Even, they used to
threaten us with the intention
o evict us forcibly and thus
occupy our land illegally
During those bad days nobody
from among the neighbours
did come forward to help us
There wasa an utlter crisla of
unity among the shum dwellers
This led us o spend every
moment in gnxiety and uncer
vaindy

In such a situation, Khaldda
Jafrin. ASA worker. came in
this slum and stood beside us
She Lalked about different is
swes of [amily lile with the
poor women She, especially
emphasized on thelr unity
Being impresaed, we sopwe
Ummes sal for a discussion wilh
the neighbours W find out the

- way ol removing poverty. With
| the passing of days we lormed

a group and named 1t as Sonall
Landless Women s Group Al
the beginning, the group activ

ities were confined in devel

opment education and savings
only Saving, meeting. learning
did proceed on I due course.
One day. we applied for loan to

. ASA with the help of Khaleda

Jalrin At that uume. we dis
cussed with her about the

credit related questions as
"Why do we want 7?7 Whal
would we do with 17 How

would we repay?™ etc. One day.
we heard aboul the expected
news (hal credit was appioved
for our group.

| got an amount of Tk 3500
as my first credit. | purchased

| ‘rejected fire wood from the

Saw Mill where my husband
did work and began to sell it in
the local market. But | could
nof do well in the business
with such a small amount. In
spite of that | earned Tk. 15 to
Tk 20 per day ARer deposit-
ing weekly instalments noth-
ing could be dome with the

e

tion Flows t
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Amena Khatun (37) wife of a carpenter with five
children is a member of Sonali Landless Women s

Group formed by

Asseociation for

Social

Advancement (ASA) Patgudam K Mymensingh Sadar
and runs a modest furniture business. She describes

her case of achievement:

rest amount. Yet. | uweed ic
console mysell with the feeling
that at least | tried to increase
the family income After one
year when the full credit
amourt was repaid through in-
stalments. | again got Tk
1,000 as crexdit from the orga-
nization. | became hopeful that
this time | would be able to do
something.

On receiving Tk, 1,000 |
purchased 24 maunds of re-
jected wood at the rate of Tk
40 per maund. A total amount
of Th 980 was required to buy
wopod and Th. 40 for its trans-
portation | invested the full
amourt of credit in my busi
nesa [ needed one week to
sell the total guantity of wood
and through selling it at the
rate of Th 50 per maund | re
eeivedd Th | 200 From this |
made a profil of abowl Th. 200
M that time. | used to refund
my tredit through weekly in
stalment along with 185 per
cent  service charge M. 23
and depomit weekly savings al
the rate of Th 4 Aller deposit
ing instalment Th |77 re
maitned i mwy hand The busd
ness could not be continued
through the whole vyear
Specially durning rainy season
the fire wennd business retndaling

hence, immediately after re
paymernt of the total amount of
credit everybody gets credit
for the next term without de
lay

However. having received
the amount of Tk 2.000 my
capital became Tk 3. 400 and |
invesied the total amount in
iy business. This time as my
capital increased | purchased
40 maunds of lire Wwood with
Th | 600 and went on selling

i

Amena Khatioi ul lwr jurmitures shop

almost closed. Moreover, my
business remained suspended
for some time due to family
problems. Practically. | could
avail about 40 weeks of the
year. Excluding the instal-
menis | made a profit of about

it in the house and also in the
market. | did not spend the
rest amount because of the fact
that my first daughter's mar-
riage was settled and | had no
other saving for that. In her

marriage the neighbours were

ily expenditure from the total
profit | saved Tk 2.400.
Through deducting the total
amount of weekly savings of
the year money in my hand
remained Tk 2.200. Adding
kept for meeting
emergency need. my cash in
hand was finally Tk 2,500

After that. ASA again pro-
vided me with a credit of Tk
4000 Now | am running my
business as before and as my
credit amount increased con
siderably., | started furniture
business. | sell chair., table.
alna, eic. for the time being. In
future | hope 10 iInvest the otal
amoutt in the furniture busi
rness only.

In addition to financial im-
provement my (amily also wit
nessed development in various
ways. | have learnt aboul many
things through the discussions
held in the weekly group
meetings. | always keep my
house neat and clean. Now a
days diseases no more disturb
us. All of my children pow go
to school regularly. The joint
income of my husband and that
of myself brought happiness in
our family

We the inhabitants of iLhe
slum are not separated now
Among us the sense of unity
has increased considerably
The musclemen do not come
to evict us. They came (0weal-
ize that the poor oppressed
people are capable to resist
them unitedly. We would seek
shelter of the' law enforcing
agency against such oppres-
sion. All ol us here know that
every one is equal in the eye of
law. —ASA

Kazibwe's

HE has earmned a place
in history as Uganda's
first woman vice presi

S

| dent. but Dr Specioza Wandira

Kazibwe stil has a way to go
before she has the respect of
critics who cannot accept a
woman in power. '

Kazibwe is a medical doc-
lor. a mother of four and expe-
rienced politician who served
as Minister of Women's Affairs
and Deputy Minister of Indus-
try before rising to Vice-Presi-
dent on November 23.

But she has facerd a hostile
reception at her new office
and chauvinist criticism from
some media and political op-
ponents.

Some. like journalist Hajji
Husseini Njuki. say they con-
sider her docile and an op-
portunist who will not be. able

to stand up against President
Yoweri Museveni.
"Kazibwe can be easily

cowed,” claims Njuki, adding:
“You know Museveni is like
those men in the village mar-
ried Lo many many women —
men who don't expect any re-
sistance from their spouses.”

One newspaper. The Peo-
ple, even ran an outrageous
cartoon suggesting she had
won the post through sexual
offers, rather than merit
Although its editor later admit
ted the item was in bad taste.
the damage had already been
done.

Others suggested she would
follow the lead of other power
ful women and forget the
plight of downtrodden women,
now that she has achieved
power.” All they are after are
those elitist jobs,” wrote Ofono
Opwondo of the government
owned New Vision newspaper

And the Monitor newspaper
carried a column that com
mented on her celebratory
bheer drinking and dancing at a

la tclub and ek
or i H?I criticise her

record as Minister of Women's
Allairs.

After taking over the post in
1990 she fought a losing battle
to increase the women's min
istry's meagre budget of 50
million shillings and had to
depend on donations from the
Danish government's aid

. agency.

Rise Earns Criticism and Kudos
Crespo Sebunya writes from Kampala

But women have celebrated
her appoimment as vice-pres-
ident. In Kumi, 200 kilometres
northeast of Kampala. women
led a spontaneous parade
around the town, praising her
with banners reading: Long
Live Specioza.

“She is quite an intelligent
woman.” says Mayanja Nkangi.
Minister of Finance, Planning
and Economic Development.
She has earned the respect of
her colleagues and some have

suggested she could ultimately

become president.
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Down to earth
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a Wandira Kazibwe:

The 40-year-old Kazibwe
was born to a devout Catholic
peasant family living 80 kilo-
meters east of Kampala. She
pursued medical studies and
later became one of the ad-
ministrators at Mulago Hospi-
tal,, Uganda's largest. She
married an en and bore
four children. including one
set of twins.

She entered politics as a
member of the Democratic
Party., vocally campaigning in
the 1980s for an eminent
economist who was jailed for

=71
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Karzibwe has been careful
ha=s not retaliated
newspapers
ridicuded or cniiictsed hes

be a howsewfe
family
stead. she = now tending o
the need= of the country

treason after he criticised
then-president Miton Obote.
Later, she was elected w0
local council and from there
entered parliament as a Kam-
pala's women's representative.
When she realised the Demo-
cratic Party's male-dominated
leaders wouild not let her rise
higher, she joined Museveni's
National Resistance Movement
in 1988 she became Deputy

Minister of Industry and two
years later, Mihister of

Women's Affairs. And when she
vied for a. seat in the 280-
member constituent assembily.
which is discussing the coun-
try's new constitution. she beat
five men to take the job.
During her political rise.
she retained the image of a
down-to-earth person. She
maintained a rather dingy of
fice and she could be seen
walking the streets of Kam
pala. rather than riding in gov-

er L cars
‘Eﬂr f‘;:afrd death threats

after campaigning against the
Federalists, who support local
autonomy (including the re-in-
statement of kingdoms) over a
strong central government

Kazibwe said she wnyhi
fight them. “where ever they

are. because in the federal svs-
tem nNo woman can rise (o a
position of leadership ™ Yet.
after the threats. she pulled
back and confused many ob
servers by failing to criticise
the restoration of a tribal chéef
in her own home region of

She also caused a stir at the
furneral of a governmen!t minis

Ter who was Muslimm. when she
elbowed her way to the grave

Mullahs and other believers
who cognsider it a sernous
breach for a woman (v bw neat
a grave. threatened 1o e

her but she did not bandpe

Despite the inftial criticism
She
agamst the
which have
I woald
tending te my
Karsibwe vwe zandl In

T always thought
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