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Former Argentiman soccer star [Dhego Maradona watches the French league match between Pans Saint-Germuain and
Auxerre a the Parc des I’'rinces in Paris on Jan 4

—AFP ph.-

FIFA accepts Saudi burden |

RIYADH., Jan 5
World soccer's
vaverning body
FIFA will take
over the Interco-
ntinental Cham-

pton=hip starting in 1997,
which will help the tourna-
ment. lirst conceived by Saudi
Arabd. St Proriici ¢ S
ccer oflicials saud Wednesday
reports AF

A formal announcement is
likelv to be made by FIFA pres-
ident Joao Havelange when he
travels 1o Rivadh Fridav to take
part in the inauguaration of the
Secor snrercontinent. il
Championship

Argentina
Dernmmark. Nigeria,

Mexico.
Japan aml

hosts Saudi Arabia are taking '

part in the dirs 5 million tour-

nament that will run through

Jamaary 13

FIFA will swpervise
tournament from next time ~

LAbdulla al-Athel, director
! ‘rurrent championship.
“Satdi Arabia has doné (that)
which it can do and we are
happy that we have con
Iributed to the development of
s cér - al Athel told a news
conference Wednesday

in 1991 the soccer con
federations of _ Asia. Alrica
South America the Caribbean
and North and Central Armerica
Iﬂrryi io organize the
Intercontinental
Championship

e champlonahip was to
Lske place every two years with

the

m IMIMMA Jan 5 Onwe
Ly aller WANRming
s first match on
il ATP Lour sin

(e June, French
~Lar Henn Lecon

Weoednesday he IU”

e ».okd
enjoys Lhe game bul is unhapyry

with some of the changes
Laking place in Es. reporis
AF

We need a lew more strong
personaliies on the gur be-
cause peoples are gelling
burhd said Leconte. "There s

new generation now and |

German court
Seles' appml

HAMBURG. Germany. Jan 5
A German court will hear an
appeal by lennds star Monica
Seles and prosecutors agansi a
suspended senience given o
the man who stabbed her on
court agnd coriailed her career
court officials said on Wednes-
day. reports Reuter.

Guenier Prache, an Easi
German lathe operator who
sad he acled out of love for
Scles' German' rival Stefli Graf
gof a two-year suspended sen-
tence for stabbing Seles in the

back with a kitchen knife dur- -

ing a changeover at the April
" 1993 Hamburg Open.

The court argued he was
emotionally retarded and
might not have been com-
pictelv responsibie for his ac
thoms

But the higher district
court in Hambarg decided the
appeal agamnst the lemency of
the semence would be heard
A tour spokesman said the
hearimg would probably be in
1he spring

The 2] vear odd Yugoslav
born Seles was ranked number
tsrpe i the world at the time of
the attack by which timse she
had aiready amassed eight
Cerand Slam titles

P she has ner lifterd a rac
e« orrgeetitrvely sunee then
She has said she wants o re
lurn o 1op-<lass termis bt
has giver: no indicatiemn when
that rmghn be

each confederation hosting the
eveill on a rotating basis. The
[irst wournament was held in
1992 in Rivadh with Argentina
winning in a field that in-
cluded Ivory Coast. the United
Statles amnd Saudi Arabia.

Since no other country of-
lered to host the second
c hampionship. soccer-crazy
Saudi Arabia agreed to host it
lor the second time. The tour-
nament was to be held in
1994 but the World Cup and
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JOAUD HAVELANGE

logistical problems lorred the
vrganizers to delay it until
Jamaary 1995

e dea that FIFA should
take over the tournament
e in 1994 and H is surely
good news anaidd Dato Peter
Velappan general secretary of

don t unterstaluel (1) T™hE ut
mosphere is diflerent Players
praciice and then go back Lo
the hoiela

Leconte, who will turm 32
this summuner, sUll remains a
fan (aveurite despite starting
hia |6Lh vedar on Lhe tour

Im a pan of the old gener
ation ol (Bjorn) Berg.
IGuillermo) Vilas and (Ihe)
Masiase | staned playing with
a wooden racket.” said Leconte
whose career has been ham-
pered i recent years by hav-
g o underge surgery three
Limes on his back .

On Tuesday night he came
back from the brink of defeat
o beat No 5 seed Alexander
Volk«n of Russia in a three -ast

maraibon at the Qatar Open.

HENRI LECONTE

HBefore the 1wo-and-a half
hour first-round encounter
aganst Volkov. which he won
46. 76 (B-6 75 Leconte
hadnt won a match stnce the
Halle tournament m Germany
last June  jronically, that too
was against the Russian plaver

1 will play this season and
nopefully carry on for another
iwo or three years But if | have
any more back injuries. I
stop * said Leconte, who will
marty bulifighter Marie Sara
om Jan. 20

1 jove this game. | lave
plaving tennis so it will be very
diffic it 1o stop However the
circ uit is getting harder and

the Asian Football Confede-
ration. which now coordinates
the tournament.

"We call it champion of the
champions.” said Velappan of
the tournament because the
participatling nations are the
lop continental cup winners,

In the 1992 tournamerit.
UEFA. the European Soccer
Federation. was not repre-
seited. But in this tournament.
the European champions
Denmark are taking part.

Nigeria. who lost. a hard-
fought second round match to
ltaly in the 1994 World Cup,
are ihe Ailrica ( up winners.
Japan. though they failed to
qualify for the World Cup. are
the reigning Asian Cup cham-

pions
Mexico are the North and
Central American and

Caribbean Football Association
ICONCACAF) champions. and
Argeplina are the Soutlh
American «hampions, Saudi
Arabia. the lirst Asian team to

“Mach the second round of the

World Cup since North Korea
tiid so in 1966. are taking part
as the host

M is a greal mixture of soc
cer talent.” said Velappan

The Intercontinental Cham-
pion team will get dirs 1.5
million. the runners up dirs |
million The third and fourth
place teams will get dirs
BOO 000 and 700.000 respec
tively, and the last two teams
will take home dire /500 000
et

Leconte Loved and lost?

Rardet rach voar and |m oo
old 1w play 1u gualifiers

‘May be. |1l go on o the
over 38 tour 1 could be more
fun and there is certainly less
pressure.” added Leconte who
has collected over dirs 3 mul
Bon 10 prize money dunng his
Career

Highlights ol his career
have included being runner-up
al the French Open in | 988
and helping France clinch the
Davis Cup against the United
Stales Lhree years latey

U will be my |5th French
Open Lthis year | want 10 play
my best and stay fit. | am not
pushing myself that hard be-
cause last year, | was dead with

my back and shoulders. ' said
Leconte. :
Leconte, will skip the

Mihm CH.I:II un H’Dﬂﬂ‘
lader This nuuth as well as the
Davis Cup lurst-round clash
against the Uimted States be

z:eafhullmptﬂdln‘#adf

Leconte has always been a
crowd [avourite because of his
on-court antics and im-
promptu playacting with spee-
tators but he's worried about
the changes being made to the
game as administraters toy
with the rules 1o boost the

sport's appeal

e« He would rather have the

aound of silence when hes on

“Imagine if you played mu-
sic in goll when Jack Nicklaus
was putting He wouldn't be
very happy = joked Leconte.

Grobbelaar
probe to drag on

LONDON Jan 5 The inves-
tigation mto match-( alle -
gations against Southampton
poalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar is
expertied to last for at least an
other month, reports AP.

Police sadd Tuesday they
would not be rushed into a de-
cision over whether to press
eriminal charges over the alle
gations that first appeared iIn
the Sun newspaper eight
weeks ago

Tax lands
Shilton in
trouble

LONDON. Jan 5 Former
England goalkerper Peter Shi-
lton has been temiporarily sus-
pended as manager of Second
Division Plymouth over a tax
debt. reports Reuter

Shilton. who won a world
record 125 England caps. was
given a deadline of Wednesday

.10 settle an outstanding tax bill

of 50.000 pounds sterling
(78,040 dollars).

Plvmouth chairman Dan
McCauley had threatened Shil-
lon with dismissal unless the
debt. stemming from his
signing on fee at the club in
March 1992 was settled.

Shilton. who retired from
intermational footbhall after the
1990 World Cup finals. said:
have been suspended for a few
days pending further discus

sions. Afler that | will have
another meeting with the
board ©

Former lpswich and She

ii’l"hr-ltﬂ Wednesday midfielder

Steve McCall has been appoin-

led temporary player-manager
of Flymouth

Polgar sisters
awarded

BUDAFPEST Jan 5% Hungn
Man sisters Zsuresa. Zsofia and
Judit Polgar were awarded an
annual prise Wednesday by the
International Chesa Writers
Association. which cited them
As unigue talenta reports AP

The three shared the asso
ciation's 1994 World Chesa
Oscar prise because Zsuzsa
Polgar was the firt woman to
become a Grandmaster based
on the mens ranking system
Judit has led the women s
world rankings since | 988 and
Znolim was best on Lhe second
boards al the last two Chesa
Olymptads. the citation saikd

“The Polgar family s unigue
in the world of chesa.” Dmutnyj
Bielica. the asseciation s gen
eral secretary, said at  the
award ceremony

Judit Polgar. |8. leads the
Internauvonal Chess Federa

uon & women s ranking -
sa, 25 Is third Zsofia .

s Lh

Thetr lather Lasdo pushed
them to chess cacellence from
carly childhood Judit became
the youngest international
grandmaster in history at 15
years. five months in 199

|

Horace Dove-Edwin, the Sierra Leone

| Silver sprinter tries to scrape
off his 'drug tattoo’

By Phil Minshull

sprinter whe finished second behind Britain's Linford Christie in the ( ommonwealth Games 100

metres but then tested positive for steroids, has spoken out for the first time since his disgrace. His arguments, reports GGemini News
f.ﬂrmi’a, raise issues of importance to many developing countries.

IERRA Leanean sprin-
ler Horace Dove-Edwin

S has broken his silence

about the charge that perfor

mance-enhancing drugs hel-

ped him win sllver in the

Commonwealth Games.

He captlured hearts at the
"Friendly Games” in Vancouver
with his tears on the medal
podium, only to turn into the
villain of the hour when he
tested positive for steroids.

Now, after months out of
sight. he has emerged from
hiding to claim that he is In-
nocent of any deliberate drug-
Laking.

‘1 want Lo take this up but
vou need a lat of finance.
Dove-Edwin says of his disap-
pearance from public view.
which caused his national fed
eration to tell the International

cwieur Athletic Federation
by 'hat It was worried
h. welfare. "The im
press, .. h Aa have got |s
that silemu s el but my
federation has .« we for
ward to contact me

The sprinter was speaking
in London after-arriving from
Atlanta in the United States,
where he is a post-graduate
sports studies student »

He is seeking medical and
legal advice before a hearing by
his own federation. which so
far has not even provided hun
with a ticket back to Freetown.

The main issue in his claim
to innerence. he says, is that
the forms accompanving his
urine sampie do not tally with
the time he actually provided
the sample. They say [ was
tested at a ume when [ hadn t
even run in the final and not
given a sample | have a good
alibi and didnt commit any
crime.”

His suspicions about a mis-
carriage of justice are height-

ened by his beliel that he
uagh! ui.wvertenudy have been
EUIY @ oy ﬂ"ﬂ'],HIL! L -
fenee

| was taking a cold remedy
but it didnt show up in my
sample.” he says "Hawever
afterwards | realised it was on
the list of banned medica:
1 TS

Cough and cold medicines
on banned lists usually contain
ephedrine. a mild stimulant.
which normally carries a
three-month competition ban

His comment that “ignoran
ce is no excuse but | didnt
have a coach or manager. and
like a lot of developing
countries we diddn t have much
medical guidance” should ring
alarm bells for athletics
ledderations in many developing
rountries

Many amall and poor na
tions now have international
calibre runners and their ath
leticn federations have a re
sponsibility to inform their
athletes about drug-testing
procedures and banned sub
stances. But thetr ability to do
20 often lags far behind their
athletes' ability on the track
and in some cases bhehind their
alhletes off track accesa to
performance -enhancing drugs.

‘When a doping case comes
up they (the Sierra Leane fed
eration) are in the dark be-
cause of its complexity. They
don't know what to do next.’
he says.

The Siera Leone Amateur
AtLhietic Association failled 10
respond to eight IAAF request »
for them 1o g2e1 0 Woach witl,

An AFP file

their athlete and inform him of
his rights to a hearing. Al one
stage the Association [aced the
possibility of suspension from
the IAAF, _

They took weeks to re-
spond to an IAAF request for
information about Dove-Edwin
which had been sent at the
end of September.

“The Sierra Leoncan fed.
eration is like many i Africa

Thev belteve their athletes are
not on drugs and don't bother
to inform them as to what is
going on.” says Lhe sprinter.
Drugs in athletics are still

University survey claimed that
two per cent of school puplls
take steroids, usually to im-
prove at rughy,

Dove-Edwin's case is just
one of several African contro
versies on the drugs Issue.

Best-known is John Ngugl's
case. Kenyas 1988 Olympic
5.000m gold medalist and five
times world cross country
champion has been fighting for
more than 18-months to prove
his innocence after refusing a
drug test at his home because
the testers did not have
proper identification.

of a contraceptive pil she was
taking at the thoe

All the athletes umurucﬂ
lear that even when they are
clearcd. the controversies will
continiw 1o haunt them.

"Even il | prove mysell in
nocent.” reflects "Dove-Edwin,
“"this incident is always going
to be with me. It's like a tatloo
— 1’ be with me lor the rest
of my lile.” — Gemini News

About the Author: Phil
Minshull (s a British
sportswriter and broadcaster
with a special interesl in

African sportl.

‘We didn't have much medical gundance

there despite all the [IAAF's
anti-doping measures By the
vear 2000 they will still be
there, although it might be in a
different form

‘Alricans don't make de-
signer drugs and dont have
the laba but they race on the
international cireutt and know
who s taking drugs and how to
get them. Education about
drugs Is being passed out be
tween athletea

South Alricas re entry lo
world sport may also have an
unpleasant side effect for
Alrican athletics

Several South African ath
letes have been banned lor us
ing performance enhancing
drugs and South Africa is prob
ably the one country in sub
Saharan Alrican with the [l
nance and know - how to obtain
large quaniities of banned
woducts

Sterotd abuse has even
permealted South African
schools. A recent Cape Town

after a part of the stand collapsed prior to a soccer match between Bastia and the Olym
injured 1,947 others The trial of those considered responsible for the catastrophe began on

(Mher Kenyan athletes have
confirmed that the Kenvan
Amateur Athletic Association,

representing the most suc
ceasiul athletics nation in
Alrica. never informed them

about out-of-competition drug
testing.

Two Nigerian cases are also
making the headlines. World
class sprinter Chioma Ajunwa
tested positive for sterolds at
the 1992 Nigerian national
champlonships. along with
three other sprinters.

Fhe Nigerian media has
heen pressing lor her rein
siatement because they claim
that the testing procedures
were [lawed

And Nigerian international
hurdler Ime Akpan's case is
weaving its way Lhrough LAAF
arbitration and council hear
ings on a parallel course to
that of Ngugi.

Akpan tested positive. for
steroids but claims she did not
realise they were an marrdirm

= .

» photo dated May 5, IH‘H -hunn spectators evacuating from the Puriani Stadium in Hastia, a foew minutes
ue Marseille, killed 15 and

an 4 in Bastia.

BOGOTA. Jan 5: Colombia’'s
Public Prosecution. Service has
started investigations into an
incident in which soccer star
Faustino Asprilla was allegedly
found drunk and carrying two
fire arms in a public place. re-
poris Reuter,

A spokeswoman said on
Wednesday prosecutors could
also investigate why police
look two davs to report the
new year s day incident., during
which time the Colombia for-
ward left the country ands re-

turned to his ltalian club
Parma_
Parma had earlier denled

Asprilla faced judicial proceed-

ings over the incident in his
native town of Tulua near the
soul hwestern cily of Cali.

W have begun an investi
catiory. said Martha Chavez an
official with the Public Prose-
culion Service in Tulua. on
Wednesday

Police had said on Tuesday
that Asprilla had been found
drunk in a bar. where he was
carrying two calibre 7.65 mm
pistols and where he was also
provoking other customers.

The guns were conhscated
and Asprilla was ordered to
repart o authorities with the
licences or face criminal
charges. police said

Chavez said the incident It
seil happened at 6 40 am local
Lime on Sunday but was re
poried by police only at 850
am Tuesday

In the meantime Asprilla
et the country and arrived in
Italy on Tuesday when he told
reporiers the only guns |'ve
ever had are water pistols |
spenil o quiet new yvear in Tiwdua
with my friends and family

Parma. the ltallan league
leaders who face second
placed Juventus in a crunch
maich on Sunday. said the
Colombian authorities have re-
assured officials from the
Parma club that there are no
judicial proceedings or char-
ges agninst Asprilla.

They put the incident down
o high s, said the two
weapons to Aaprilla s
brother, and the matter would
be closed with a fine.



