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LOOKING AHEAD TO 1995

ATE Prolessor Nurul

HIS vear will be spec-
ial. for it wall mark the
>th anniversary — nol
the end of World War Two
great event as thal was — bult of
my entering a classroom flor
the first time.

Weorld War Two and | en-
tered the classroom together.
for we impressionable little
tots were psyched by aur
teachers imto believing that the
skies would fall if someone
called Hitler won the war. To
prevent that calamity. we were
instructed lo bring a cigarette-
tinful of palm huneil to school
each day.

it was never actually re-
vealed to us how palm kernels
would win the war. But our
leachers were so hyped up the
competition between those of
us in Class One and the other
classes — and also between the
Junior and the senjor school —
that many of us were induced
to spend part of each moming
hunting for palm kernels in
the. bush. before going to
school.

Yet woe unto us i we
turned up late to school. We
would be whipped for our un-

patriotism as if we had been on

Hitler's side. But oh. great was
the day when we tiny Class
One kids came [irst in the
palm kernel collection stakes.
Our teacher would be pufied
up with pride — for all of five
minutes — before resuming his
merciless whipping of those
who could not recite their ta-
bles flawlessly.

| bring this up because 50
years on. many Africans of my
generation feel conned 1o
within an ace of our sanity. We
kids were told by our teachers,
who had been told by their
employers (the churches)
which had been enlisted by the
British Colonial Office. which
was serving the British War
Office. which was servicing the
ego of Winston Churchill. that
Hitler was out Lo enslave us.

Yel .when the war ended.

Still Dreaming Those Schoolboy Dreams |

For Ghanaian novelist, playwright and journalist Cameron Duodu,
19956 marks a special anniversary — it will be 50 years since he
entered classroom. Perhaps overcome by the emotions of his
memories, he has a dream about Africa ...

event those members of our
fanmulies who had actually
rnishked lile and hmb In Burina
w East Alnica. had w resort o
roting in order to force the
British o fulfil the promises —
mainly about "democracy and
economic wellare — that these
‘ex servicemen” believed the

British had made to them
Poor chaps — Lhey were Laught
lo believe that only a man
called Goebbels indulged in
propaganda

So the T“ex servicemen
joined hands with the Alfrican
politicians who were agilating
for the British Ao leave our
shores. And what happened
when the British handed
power over 0 our paliticians?
Most of the politicians devel
oped an amnesia equal to that
ol the British. Instead of break-
ing down the walls of the jails
into which the British had
thrown our outspoken leaders.
our own politicians expanded
the jails and added new of-
fences with hideous names,
such as “subversion” or
“conspiracy to conspire” to
those for which the British
jalled them. such as sedition
or criminal libel.

As lor our economic well
being. the least said about it

the better. Who now remem
bers. for instance. Lthat an or-
dinary “clerical officer” could
aspire to ownership of a bicy-
cle within one year of obtain-
ing employment?

Pity thalt we cannot move
the hands of the clock back
and correct the mistakes ol
l,ht past. But what about mov
ing them forward: what would
one like to see in Africa this
coming year?

| dreamt 1 was allowed to

ok o a crystal ball for 1995
and this is what | saw

January 1995 An African
Parliament is crealed with only
128 men and 120 women.
voted lor by all Africans First
item on the agenda how Lo
bring permanent peace into
the lives of the Tutsi and the

Hutu in both Rwanda and
Burundi. Second item: how o
repatriate all ol Alricas

refugees Third item: how o
transform Africa’s huge blood
thirsty armies into productive
organisations whose disciple is
harnessed 10 (a) cultivate vast
arcas of land for food (b} avert
disaster in drough - -stricken
areas by drilling wells and ic)
build enduring roads, using lo-
cal stones’ and rocks. in the
manner of Roman cobble-
stones

February: An African
Economic Commumity is rre-

ated. It organises pools ol ex-
portable commodities Into
which all the producers ol
commodities currently ex
ported in their unprocessed
[orm. coniribute money Lo
build factories for manufactur.
ing fMinished products lor ex
poM. Hencelorth, no cocoa,
tea, coffee, Unker, sisal ool
won. sugar meat and skins or,

minerals can leave Alrica as
raw materials. South Africa is
made technical consultant to

the Community, with a remit
to increase “value added” i
Africa within [ive years.
Otherwise. President Nelson
Mandela will be sent back to
Robben Island.

March : African musicians
meet: tin Zaire and estabhsh an
African Musical Exchange.
Records made in any Alrncan
country can be pressed in any
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A One -in-three Chance
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thority. ’
Quring the second stage Is-
rael is supposed to withdraw
its Lroops from populated cen-
tres in the West Bank before
the holding ol a Palestinian
election for a self-rule council
Instead. citing the need 1o

protect settlers (llegally
planited in Palestinian lowns
and villages, Rabin is ollfering
a selection of unacceptable al-
ternatives. Among them are:
holding elections while the
troops remain in occupation,
partial pull-out, Jdemporary
withdrawal, and joint control.

Palestinian Election Com-
missioner Saeb Erekat flatly
rejects the alternatives and
charges Israel with refusing to
implement the Oslo accord.
The object of the accord., he
says, “Is the gradual termina-
tion of the occupation” nol
“legitimisation of the occupa-
tion.”

While stalling on the with-
drawal of its occupation army
from the West Bank, Rabin
continues to bulld and expand
its settlements there and
round Palestinian East
Jerusalem. This amounts te vi-
olation of the Oslo accord,

which stipulates that neither
side should do an to pre-

empt negotiations on the ﬂna!
status of the occupied territo-
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For.the process of accom-
modation between the Pales-

—

National Authority are rapidly
losiug credibility among Pales-
hnians in Gaza and the West
3ank. while Islamic and secu
lur leftist opponents of the
peace deal are gaining ground.

[f Rabin fails to observe the
agreement with fhe Palestine
Liberation Organisation. there
will be no peace with the
Palestinians. and il there is no
peace with the Paleslinians
there can be no peace with
Svria and Lebanon.

Israel's low level diplomaiic
relations with Morocco and
Tunisia will be frozen i not
suspended. And Lhe Gull rulers
who expeclted the US Lo re-
ward them with a regional set-
tlement for their participation
in  the coaliien waging war on
lraq in 1991 will be jeopar-
dised.

If Rabin honours his com-
mitment (o withdraw from
scraps of occupied Jordanian
land by February. Jordan will
pursue normal relations with
Israel. But only at the risk of
popular insurrection.

Success in Jordan in the
absence ol progress on the
Palestinian fronf will be a
source ol instability, because a
majority of Jordanians — and
not just the Palestinian half of
the population — remain sus
picious of the peace deal King
Husscin signed with Israel.

They do not like the plant-
ing of an lsracli embassy. flying
the blue and white Star ol
David flag. in Amman. They do
not want (o meel Israeli
tourists flooding into the king-
dom_ As The Jordan Times ed-
ilonalised: "The nalional psé-
chology™ cannol be expected 1o
be Ttransformed overnight
from an atmosphere of animos-
ity and mistrust to one of
trust.”

Nullifving one agreement
while adhering 1o another will
not lead the Arabs to trust Is-
raecl

By procrastinating and pre-
varicalung. Rabin has under-
mined his own and Israels
credibility and the validity of
Lthe Oslo accord. Syria and Le-
banon now doubt the serious-
ness ol any peace (realy signed
by the Jewish stale and Jor-
danians question the wisdom
ol their trealy

Isracl's refusal 10 commit
itself 10 withdrawal from the
occupled Syrian Golan Heights
and southern Lebanon has

deadlocked negotiations on
the Syrian and Lebanese
tracks.

If there is no early break-
through in 1995 on the Pales
tinilan, Syrian and Lebanese
tracks Rabin's [ragile coalituon
government will have to post-
pone peacemaking until after

Israel's 1996 general election.
I this Imwaenh the peace pro-

other African country to be
sold at the same price as Lthe
country of ongin. Royalty pay
menis to be collectable with-
out exchange control.

April: HKenya. Uganda,
Tanzania Zimbabwe K Nigeria
Ghana and Séerra Leone join
South Africa in selecting a Pan
AlricAn Cricket Team This
team beats the West Indies by
four Tests to three in its first
outing Pakistan is next on the
list followed by India
Applications from Australia and
England are under considera
tion Sri Lanka and New
Zealand are also on the wanting
h"’ [

May: Athletes In the Black
Diaspord. a new body. cafl a
Pan-Airican Games. 10
select athletes 40 represem
Mother Africa at the next
Olympic Games and World
Championships. Europe and
“White America™ decide 1o take
Alrica to the International
Court of Justice al the Hague
for “grand |arceny” of human
MESOUTOrS. COUNterT -sues,
claiming reparations in re.
spect of slavery and colonial
tsm. The Court decides thal
the matter be settled at a spe-
clal "Colour Olympics.” at
which black and white athicies

should compete against each
olther. 10 see who will wvan

June: A Congress ol Alncan -

Women decides that dunng di-
vorce procecdings women

should disclose all their wealth
as a sign that they are ruly

equal 1o men

Jly: X#R7r***e*"?

Gosh! My wite has kicked
me awake because | have been
talking in my sleep! Goodbye
crvstal ball Happy 1995.

— GEMINI NEWS

® &% * & & & & &

cess will wither and die.

The deaih of the peace pro-
cess will lead 1o an increase in
violent atiacks on Israelis in
the Palestinian occupied termi-
tories and south Lebanon. The
Islamist opposition o the
peace process will seize the
inuuatve from collaborationist™
leaders.

Pro-Weslern Arab rulers
supportive of peace will be
more vulnerable 10 destabilisa-
tion by Islamist militants.

Particularly susceptible are
the rulers of Saudi Arabia.
Kuwait. Egypt and Tunisia
where mass unemployment.
corruption. rising prices and
misuse of resources have al-

ready produced popular dis- -

content

Anger over the (ailure of the
peace process could exacer-
bate discontent produced by
the erosion of living standards
of ordinary people in these
countries and lead to
“Algerianisation” (Islamist in-

surgency). full-scale civil in-
surrection, or coups.

The defeal of peace-
could drive the Arab world o
the brink of another “disaster”
on the scale of the catastro-
phes which followed Arab de-
frals in the wars of 1948 and
1967.

MICHAEL JANSEN was
borm in the US. lives n Cyprus.
and has cowered the Hiddlf

East for many years.

. when

- middle-aged

' affiliation with
!r wilderness of the Su

l Momen. the playwright

with a penchant for
writing witty dialegue.
portrayed the character of .
housechold servani. Abdul by
name. who had two kinds ol
wage demands If he was al-
lowed 1o make household pur-
chases. his salary was nego-
tiable and could be brought
down to Taka fifty per month.
Without right to household
purchases and access to mar-
ket, his salary demand was
four-fold more. On enquiry as
to why the first wage demand
was lesser than the last one.
the servant told the eguployer
that prosperity of all. servants
to sovereigns. thiefs and thugs.
began from free market econ
omy which ylelds fringe bene-
fits sweeter tham salary.

The British East India
Company perhaps had advance
knowledge about this free
market operation by servants
and their benefits that lay at
the fringe..So far the wages

| were concerned. the Company

paid a ldicrously paltry sum of
five pounds starling (o other
employres including Robert
Clive as his annaal pay as a
clerk. The pay Clive received
was not enough even in the
theri Indian standard. 1o keep
body and soul together Bul
Clive s bewly gained weight In
Indhia and his soul did not Hive
his bexdy in diagust for want of
nourishment Afler ten years
(live returned to
England. his neck grew big
belly bulged .out and the
pex et contained ten thousand
pounds sterling in cash, other
valuables in kind notwithstand-
ing The diflerence between
Professor Momen's domestic
servaid and those of East India
Company did not be in kind
but In quantum In their
conmmon pursait of swucking,
Lauth pilfered the masters
purse and traded the Lrust
Hobwrt Clive and his legion ol
olber English looters milked
and looted the then India. a
political carrion ex to
hungry vullures, or alien,
who joined hands in their
comunon bid of unholy gain.
This is an old game played In
the dark or under shadows. In
every phase of history the
powerful or those nearer (o
powetr source grabbed and

gorged riches and wealth
which belonged to the people
whom. ironically. the king o
his men professed to serve.

On taking charge of all pur-
chases for the Company.
Robert Clive found his pockets

weighed heavier. His tongue
and tastes had much to choose

from. With about § shillings
visilvle pay per month. his in-

visible income soared and
swelled. None questioned his

prosperity for twenty years. On
his return to England after

founding an empire through
iricks and chicanery the

British suddenly got back their

moral semnse to guestion how
‘an obscure urchin. picked up.

fostered and very unmeritedly
raised to the highest pinnacie
of affluence and pageantry by
that deluded conmpany .
in the art ol pilierage or
stealing. domestic servants
like Abduls. and Lord Clives.
Fouquets Marlboroughs and
Mazarins wherever (thev stand
socially make a common fra-
lernity. Picking at domestic or
at state level is thieving both
de jure and de facto. Servant
Abdub or Duke Marfborough or
Tax Collector Fouguet all stand
on same plank shorn ol their
asocial status Because of un-
scrupulous. silent and surrep-
titious picking by man vested
with power, human trust
r hanged direction frosm man to
antmal. King Charles 11 of
nd preferred his spaniel
o human guard to sleep in his
room, male. litter and give
stck Frederick the Greatl of
Austria allowed his
o sleep in his bed room, he
raised monumenis on (heir
graves and gave order o bury
them near his grave
Anne, sisler ol Ml‘l
Marry, wha died in 1695 was
a tmid girl but pure In morals
and strong in feeling. She

maintained her childhood
friendshi with Sarah
Jennings whom she sacn-

ficed her royal status o estab-
lish parity with her commeoner
Iriend. On becoming Lhe
Sovereign. Queen Anne raised
Lthe status of Sarah's husband

greyhounds

pareniage with an

tongue and as he claimed. a
French hear1t Guilio Mazarinmi
came to Parics first as a

muncic He attracted the atten-
tion of French Chief Minister
Richelieu who while dying
recommended o the five year
old King to make Mazarini the
Chief Minister Mazarini
thought evervbody corruptibie
arvl was insensitive to in
tegrity. With this built-in idea
about humnan nature he started
locting Amid the destitution of
French people Mazarin
amassed a Tortune which
Voltlaire reckoned al
He de-

-
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in the world. But destiny did
hot allow him to enjoy the
riches he pilfered The hiding
place of Mazarin's hoard was

liscated lh_r riches. The

iriends may be told
cenision by foul means

unes egually a rough

Fish-eater of the Sunderbans

by Khashru Choudhury

N September 1989 —
when | first met him,
Abdur Rahman did not

Mgaess me al A squeaky
- His pale-

complexion did nut‘ﬂﬂ-;t his
the tlough

We had started from a fnf

' est station called Supatin. Our
. destination —

Katka Game
Sanctuary which was located
three hours away by boal. We
were passing through Chhoto
Katra — a tiny creek in the
eastern Sundarbans — this
gentleman Abdur Rahman and
three others were accompany-
ing me with Mark-4 rifles.

Our journey was spooked by
the misty mwoist air of the late
September overcast njght. Our
boat was moving slowly pierc-
ing through the ghostly silhou-
ette of the forest on the both
sides. Occasional hootings of
owls and sounds of flying wings
among leaves only hightened
our fears.

* In this particular sport last
year, a divisional forest officer
killed a notorious man-eating
Liger. The tiger was wanted for
killing a forest guard — Kawser
All. Kawser came to the forest
with three others to collect

honey besides his regular job -

of collecting seeds. The man-
eater caught hold of him just
as he came down from the
trawler and stepped inside the
[orest. His [riends, who were
carrying rifles. could not save
him as they could not fire fear-
ing the bullet might miss lht
larget and kill Kawser. ;
Anyway, after reaching
Katka rest-house at 8 pm with
a lot of enthusiasm. | went to
the Katka forest authority
while rest of my team left for
Supati. |1 did not see much of
Abdur Rahman later., but 1

of perish

& E export ;
Poor English, less ex-
port, One per cent le-

ss export Is a few hundred
crore less dollars per annum.
The new national policy has
conlirmed the compulsory re-
introduction ol English from
Lhe school to the university
stages. The weak areas are
known to the curriculum .ex-
perts, for remedial planning.
A sample scrutiny of local
use and practice of English re-
veals the gaps the man-hours
and teaching methods. The
small advertisements, en-
riched with adjectives of Lrop-
ical colours in our black-and-

. white media suggest that more

swimming lessons are needed
for the navigation of English in
this deltaic region. The. atroci-
ties literarily committed on
the state electronic media
indicate that even the users of

. English at the supervisory and

business levels have become
rusty under the tidal wave of
nationalisim.

The labels in English on our
smuill-industry consumer goods
piackages provide evidence
that English Is not a consum-

v o ; # ;
i i ’, LA A
y "':..r #y iy oz, e _"f
L AR IRt
.-'"_..-"" A ,.-"'"i oty ; F

i E r

AR r Fl ..-"..-"'..-"
i
A i" J

quuzmn-

TS A R A I A A e o /o Ao A o AT A A Ao o 1 o o i A .

Export English!

pronunciation of the new
able product. The will is there
but the grammar and composi-
tion have resorted to hartal or
blockade. Such [ashionable
users of .English care a hoot
whether ‘grammar’ {s ‘gramer’
no, it is _urban!), and
composition refers Lo the
English seniences or to pho-
lography.

The local wireless news
comes In distorted English via
the microphone. The incorrect
pronunciation ; of foreign
proper nouns/names could be
tolerated initially, but when
the news sentences follow a

free grammar policy, # is not .

to support our free market

_policy. Before going on the air,

the newsreader s supposed Lo
be briefed by the research cell
(bacteria-free) on the correct

N B3

* words in thee

bulletin, The
sam research unpit can also
briel Radio Bangladesh,

My son is jn an English-
imedium private school. He
lells me that English is taught
in spoken Bengalll While living
abroad, he started in KG in
English. and did not know the
native tongue: so he had to be
taught English in English, as
the local teacher did not know
Bengali. Now he is bold enough
o point oul the lapses in my
sentences. So | cuse him
(hoping that Harkin would not
ohjeet) as a spell-checker,
when in a hurry, as the die-
tionary or spell checker in the
computer word processor
shows the American spelling
on the screen. ’

In the local English classes,
English should also be spoken

. passport.

and practised, (with occasional
us« of Bengall for the backward
sludents In the lower classes).
As for the numerous Tutorial
schools seen on every second
street, some of the elaborate
signboards send me back to
the dictionary! During my
schooldays, the English
Conversation class was sepa-
rate and compulsory, and we
had 10 face a viva voce test in
this world lan . Why not
introduce such a systemn here
and now?

For the lakhs of
Bangladeshis | seeking |obs
abroad. English is a vocational
The knowledge of
English has no value if it can-
not be used easily and confi-
dently at the wuser's level
Further improvement comes
froog usage. Mastery is sell-
motivated. If the foundation be
right, the superstructure will
take care of itself. Developing a
style is another world of mys-
tery, imagination and tech-
nique (good cooking comes
from practice, not reading).
Perhaps | am straying from the
topic under discussion.

o)

heard a lot about him from the

Mwmmm

lilahmln was to the
Katka reserve. His job was Lo
guard the forest from wood
poachers. deer trappers and

|

collecting twigs to feed the
deer. As Katka is far away from
any habitation, very few shoot-
ers dare coming here. But this
area was frequently ‘visited by
pirates. Abdur Rahman's job
was just protecting the forest
from these thugs.

But what stuck me about
thus guy was his fondness for
lishes. As Katka was a serene
place, one fish-monger and his
group of flishermen and set up
a hut. There were plenty of
calch. specially in the late
monsoon. There were plenty of
[ish to give away to the forest
authorities’' kitchen, ie.. to
Abdur Rahman's appetite.

But in the winter, the
Sunderbans canals were
scarcely populated by fishes

and the fish-monger called
Chittababu of Charduani could
not afford to provide Abdur
Rahman amd the others in the
forest office any fish. In such a
time. the rangers became veg-
etarian. Except for Abdur
Rahman.

Abdur Rahman would even
trade his lie for a fish in his
«dinner. Because, for him no
fish mean no appetite.

His colleagues gathered
from his behaviour that
Rahman had in his thoughts
fish. fish and eonly fish. He
would have, at least one and a

half ktlograms of fish everyday

h—ﬁlchuthtumunmmiﬂ

fish an otter consumes daily
Deprived by the fishermen,

Abdur Rahman himself had to

. try his hand in angling.

Unfortunately, © the fishes
secined to be less interested
in baiis during winter."
Abdur Rahman, driven by
abstruse urge for
to go du-n into
to catch a fish

fi

for fishes,
the cold
with his

8¢

hands!

in this part of the
Sundarbans specially, which
faces the Bay of Bengal catch-
ing fishes by diving was a very
dangerous game. The canal was
infested with sharks and
crocodiles — both having infa-
mous reputation of being ag-

about l:ﬁﬂng in this water. And
Abdur Rahman successfully
fished everyday with his bare
hands. And those aggressive
water bodies, for reasons not
understood, never attacked
him. Perhaps they misunder-
stood Abdur Rahman for
something else other than a

human being!
Abdur Rahman's another

passion was collecting floating
malterials from the sea. When
he is on duty to guard the
coastal areas he would keenly
pick up bottles, coconuts, plas-
tic materials for the whole day.
pack these and take them
home.

One day Rahman and an-
other forest guard Bazlu. were
looking for floating materiails
on the coast. They were
halfway in to the famwous Tiger
Point in the Eastern
Sunderbans Baziu was walking
somme ten to twelve steps be-
hind Rahman. Rahman's eyes
were fixed on the coastline
where the jungle had started
growing ¢ pattern of the
jungle was irregular in this
part. It grows here and there.
It was 10 am and already very

shouted to Abdur
Rahman. But it was already too

late. Rahman already came face
to face with the tiger. The
lowered his head and

tively

i

drew back its hunches to

Mguwl' s. Perhaps. it had
lost its courage or that it did
not have a strong It
turmed around and walked

i

tiger was standing a few mo-
ments ago. They found a partly
eaten body of a male deer in

the bush.
Once an aggresaive

animal did not attack the fish-
crazy Abdur Rahman R must
have been a mirachke

| had forgotten to ask Bashu.
when we were talking at the
Katka forest office. whether



