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Assertive Asia Aspires to

EMANDS by economi-
cally resurgent Asian

D ‘counitries 10 be taken

more seriously In the in
ternational ar®na will be a lea-
ture of the pelitical scene in
1985.

in the 50th anniversary year
of the United Nations. Asian
diplomats will be pressing for
an expamsion of the permanent
m¢mbership of the Security
Council. seen as the preserve
of the Big Five permanent
members : the United States.
Russia. Britain. France apd
China.

As Asia's strongest econ-
omy. Japan will be flexing ils
economic muscle and looking
for recognition of its global
role.

In support of its claim to
join the top table. Japan cites
its involvement in organising
the 1993 elections in
Cambodia under UN auspices.
its emergence as the world's
biggest aid giver arwd as a major
contributor to the UN budget.

India. . which has been
lobbying for a permanent seat
for years. will point to its
contribution to UN peace-
keeping in Somalia. The size of
population’ — every sixth
person in the world is of
Indian origin — the country's
democratic traditions and

diplomats.

But given that no-one at the
UN is keen to rock the boat.
the be t New Del™i can hove
for is a permanent Seiurity
Council seat without a v=ir

Malaysian Primme Minister
Mahathir Mohammad is an-
other keen exponent of UN re-
form and it is his country's
economic muscle — Malaysia is
ene of the fastest growing
economies in the world with

*-wwmﬁ
ing that excludes the

in Imum
the ormer communist
couniries of the region.

Viet has - already applied

of the UN Security Council. Gemini News Service looks

in the new year.

Leading voices of Asia

observer, ar 1 Cambodia has
applied for observer status.
But the economic success
story of the year is likely to
have a Chinese flavour.
According to World Bank esti-
mates, by 2015 China will be
the world's’ largest economy.
China is likely to be t
biggest beneficiary. after the
European Unilon. of the world

irade deal signed under the

auspices of GATT (General
Agreement on T&ﬂﬂi and
« Trade). 2002. TT says,
Chifa : be uﬂ $37 bil-
lon a year from liberali-
sation. -

-But China's entry into
GATT s successor, the World
Trade Organisation. which
comes into force in January. is
likely to dominate economic

Given the  potential of
China’s market. the West is
likely to relent.

The international spotlight
will also fall on China when it
hosts the UN conference on
women in September. Betjing’
human rights record, particu-
larly its one-child policy.
which has contributed to a de-
clining number of girl babies.
will come under the scrutiny
of the assembiled media and
pressure groups.

The nuciear wsue will also
feature on Asia's
1995 agenda. The
Non-Proliferation eatly
(NPT). which marks its silver
jubilee 1995 comes up for
review in April. A conference
will “decide whether the
Treaty -shall comtinue in force
indefinitely. or shall be ex

ity. argue that the treaty dis
friminates against the South
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a Greater Say

Daya Kishan Thussu writes from London

Economic power is giving a new assertiveness to Asian nations., a trend -
likely to continue in the new year. As a result, they are demanding reform

at their prospects

#

L |

by restricting nuclear weapors |
to a small group of rich coun
tries. Both have been under in-
tense pressure from
Washington to join the NPT
which now has 167 members.
But it is unlikely that the two
will succumb to arm-twisting.

The nuclear issue will also
dominate regional discussion
in south Asia where Pakistan's
demands for a regional nuclear
free zone have been rejected
by New Delhi

Tensions bBetrween the ten
rivals will simmer on. Pakistan
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
will blame India for instigating
ethnic trouble in Sindh
province. while New Delhi will
blame Islamabad for promoting
separatism in Kashmir

Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao has promised
to hold elections in Kashmir.
india's only Muslim- majority
siate. Rao faces a difficult year
his position undermined by

humilliating clectoral defeat in

two soulhern states in
December. Bul since there is

no obwvious successor, the 71-
year-old premier is likely to
scrape through the year.

India’'s economic liberalisa-
tion programme prescribed by
the 'World Bank 'and the
International Monetary Fund
will carry on. combining eco-
nomic growth with disastrous
effects on the poor.

Growing unemplovment will
be a major problem. There is a
freeze on government jobs.
and transnational corporations
queuing to open shop in India
are not in the market for un-
skilled workers.

In foreign policy. India's
shift from non-alignment and
towards the US will be rein-
forced. Already. New Delhi is
undertaking joint naval exer-
cises with the US, which has
become the biggest foreign in-
vestor in the country. For its
parl. the US ts keen o pro-
mole {ts producis to India's
200-million-strong middle-
rlass.

Bangladesh will mark the
new year with the 20th an-
niversary of the death of its
founder. Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. assassinated in a mili-
tary coup in 1975. His daugh-
ler. Sheikh Hasina. current)y
leader of opposition. will make
use of her father's name (o
challenge Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia. who is on shaky
political ground.

In Central Asia. [slamic re-
vivalist groups will gain new
ground with increased anti-
Moscow sentiment generated
w the Russian invasion of the
Chechmva .

(here is little hope that the
vear will bring peace to war-
torn Afghanistan. Outside pow-
ers such as Pakistan and lran
will continue to keep thetr fin-
gers in the Afghan pie, sup-
porting thefr favourite war-
lords

In Sri Lanka. however.
there is a chance for an end to
years of ethnic violence.
President Chandrika
Kumaratunga's new People's
Alliance government appears
keenn (0 make prace with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE] who are fighting

for an imdependent homeland
for Sri Lanka's Tamil minority

in the north-east.

Kumaratunga has already
lifted the economic embargo
on the Tigers stronghold In
the Jafina peninsula and talks
have started with LTTE repre-
senitatives

DAYA KISHAN THUSSU is
Associals Editor of Gemini
News Serpice,

PR AOIINEN I PR GS LGB OEN IR GG LRI SR TR EEED S &6 DO S B 6% aae

Anchoring, Zen-ding and Power Rangers Set the Mood
Kevin J. Kelley writes from Washington

US politics are going back to the future and there (s so much
unpleasantness around that cyberspace (s set 1o become more popular
— because virtual reality ts so much nicer than life.

HE Unied Seates is
moving  resolutely (o
ward into the past as n

eniers 1995
The Republican Partys
take over of Congress in the
November elections signifies
that a mmjority of US veters
prefer the doctrninal certainty
of the Reagan era 1o the con-
fusing flexibility associated
with the Clinton admminisira
b :
As they promised dunng
the campaign. the viclornous

with
majority in

issues
Republican
Congress
The result will probbably be
to what

ample the wp one il of US
carners enjoyed ithe yreales
pefcenlage increase in pdy
while (he bottom fifth expert
enced the smallest rise 1n 11
COe

Thus wrend s almost certam

o persist in 1995 regardless
of what Clinton and Congress

do. So a key development in
the new year will be the con-

timuation of an old phe-
nomenon — (he rich will get
richer. and the poor will get
poorer

Deﬁ:um forecasts of vigor-
ous overall growth. middie-

class Americans are likely to
remain dissatisfied with their
oW economic situation. The
typical US household saw its
buying power shrink m 1993

and 1994 awl the general
mond of t and
.discontent will not quickly
riissipate

A combination of drift and
irustration will also be

evident in foreign policy

Republicans are jusi as
uncertain as Democrats
M prescripuons lor US be
haviour i the post-Cold War
v el

e members of the new
Congressional majority Lake a
belligerent approach toward
irouble spots such as Bosnia
Others espouse a xenophobic
America-first” attitude that
eschews military involvement
in mpch of the developing
wgrid. A number of Repub-
licans exhibit these conflicting

lendencies simultaneously

Foreign policy in 1995 may
thus be characterised more by
deadlock than by decisiveness.
in the absence of any guiding
consensus. Washington will
lurch unpredictiably from crisis

LD eTisis.

Chauvinistie rhetoric will
surely be heard mere fre
quently With rightist Jesse
Helms chairing the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee.
the rest of the world can ex-
pect to hear regular tirades di-
rected at Unmnited Nations
peace-keeping operations.
Helms will also champion the
‘Star Wars™ antl-missile sys-
tem. thereby helping revive a
vocal debate over installing
laser weapons in outer space.

The world can alse loock
forward to continued exposure
to the pervasive nastiness in
US culture. :

For example. the most
popular holiday-season toys in
the US are meodels of

are
followed by millions of
American children. The Im-
ported Power Rangers show
has been denounced in some
countries as encouraging vio-

le1w ¢ by Impressionabile vies
ers

Vislence agalnel woten
will continue 10 cupy the
nation s altenian as Lhe mur
der tnal ol lormer loothall star
0OJ Simpsun gets underway
Already something of a cultural
ieon. Simpson will become
evenn more celebrated In cer-
tain segmenis ol US society as
his courtroom drama unfolds
on national television

Resenimen! agains!t ummd-
granis from developing coun
Lries is becoming a common
sentiment. Caldormnia again ap
pears 1o be leading a nation
wide trend as calls for a
crackdown on unlawful lmurs
gration are heard across the
country following California
voters recent approval of a
controversial stale measure In
tended to dehy social services.
including education, to mmi
grants who entered the US il
legally

Hostility toward the less
fortunate is evident in the
growing demand for a hall in
welfare payments o the long
term dependent Some type of
resiricton on ald o the poor
is almost certain to be tmple-
mented in 1996 Any such ini
tiative wtll be felt most

severely by single mothers —

many of them black — who °

cannot find paid work and
sale care for their young chil-
dren.

linderlying this punifive
outiook is a conservative phi-

losophy that blames social
breakdown in the US on a lack
dwmmyam-
pline. Cult wars will be
fought in | around the is-
sue of prayer in the nation's
schools

Hlndthry prayer by stu-
dents in the classroom has

L

long been barred under the
consttutional doctrine of sep
aration of Church and State
But some Republicans are
pressing for a “voluntary” form
of orgagised worship, which
opponenis say would be offe:-
Sve (o non believers

Conflicting interpretalions
of US history pill also make
news In 1995 "the new year
marks the 50th anniversary of
the nuclear bombing at
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
Heated debates have

hegun over whether the US'

was justified in Incinerating
the Japanese ciles as a means
of ending World War Two.

The centrality of vielence in
Amercan life is rise o a
irend that future-forecaster

Faith Popcorn describes as
"armoured . Many
households alr wrap
themseives in a protective co-
coon, choosing to seek their
entertainment in the safety of
home rather than vemturing
onto dangerous streels.
Popcorn predicts that (he

for cocoon-like security
wi EW even more avid in
1995

She and other futurologists
further anticipate iIncreased
linmersion In the “virtual re-
alities’ created by sophisti-
caled computer software. More

people will spend more time
in cyberspace. Popcorn fore-
sees, because it s a much
nicer place than the US of

| 995,
"Anchoring” is identified as
another hot trend for the

coming year. That term refers
o the practice of LU
lace in the form of ancient
rituals such as meditative
chanting. Anchoring in turn
encourages “Zen-ding — the
act of spending money on
products with a reassuringly
other-worldly aura. such as
scented candies and astrology
charts — GEMINI NEWS

‘KEVIN J KELLEY (s a free
lance American writer

Journalist.
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Dashed

Elvi Ruottinen writes from New York
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Hopes

Deep in debt and under fire for botched Jobs in Rwanda, Somalia and
Bosnia. the UN is nevertheless going ahead with celebrations for its 50th
anniversary. Gemini News Service reports on the party plans.

HE United Nations is

getling ready to celebr.

ate Its 50th anniversary
in 1995 though it has not lived
up o humanity's hopes or the
ideals and promise of its
Charter 1o eliminate “the
scourge of war.”

For halfl a century the
organisation born from the
ashes of World War Two has
managed to lessen and even
prevent some of the furies
unleashed by the more
Irresponsible leaders of |ts
member nations — but only
when the Security Council's
five veto-powers — the United
States. Britain. France. Russia
and China — have found it in
their national economic or
military interest (o have the
UN do so

However. Under Secretary-
General Gillan Sorensen. spe-
cial adviser for public policy to
the Secretary-General. points
to number of accompligh
ments. “We want to see er
recognition of the UN's efforts
not only in peace-keeping. but
also n promoting develop-
ment. disarmament.
democratisation and human
righis. providing refugee assis-
tance and protecting the enwvi
ronment

Up to 160 heads ol state or

government arg expected o -

show up at a special three-day
commemoration during the
General Assembly session in
New York in October. culmi-
nating on October 24, United
Nations Day

Many UN stafl members
hope that world leaders will
use the occasion o re-acquaint
themselves with the Charter.
especially the articles pertain-
ing to member nations' duties
and obligations such as provid-
ing peace keepers and paying
their budget contributions.
Russia and the US, two of the
world body's founding fathers.
together owe well over 81 bil
Ison

Nevertheless. there will be
celebrations. says 50th an.

niversary cbordinator Zoreh
Tabataba
"We the Perouple' s referred to

in the Charter's Preamble is
the theme of the ann

year and ‘we the people are
laking a big interest.” she says.
“In more than 100 nations. or-
ganisations, schools and
churches are creating educa-
tional and celebr events

Everts include a world tour
by Britain's Royal Phitharmonic
Orchestira to commemorate
tweo SOh — s
o and the UN's. Its condur-
tor. Viadimir Ashkenazy. plans
performances in 50 cities.

B 5 5 5 S8 F YRR LYY R

ending up in Reykjavik,
Iceland, in October 1996,

Also on the agenda are an
International Conference on
Counselling for Tolerance in
Valletta, Malta: a symposium
on Science and Culture
Common Path for the Futurk
In Tokyo. organised by the UN
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO), which is also spon-
soring a Floating University
Cruise.

In Tampere. Finland. the
80th World Esperanto
Congress will dedicate one day
to a Model United Nations
Assembly involving young peo
ple from a wide range of Youn-
iries with debates In the
would-be common global lan
guage of Esperanto.

India’s Rajlv Gandhi
Foundation is sponsoring a
serminar on the UN in the 21st
Century and the UN plans to
look at itself for two days in
Vienna., with a Forum on the
Administrative Coordination on
the Next Fifty Years.

San Francisco. where the
Charter was signed by the
founding 51 nattons on June
26 1945, is the centre [or
many anniversary observances,
from think-tank meetings to
dance festivals.

I'nmh former Soviel presi-

I
-

deni Mikhail Gorbachevy as
host. the Gorbachey
Foundation is organising a

State ol the World Forum in
San Francisco. at which lead
ers involved in ending the Cold
War will join youth leaders to
explore global security and
other critical issues of the 21si

. rﬂtturj,r

Bullding on the precedent
set by Canadian businessman
Maurice Strong when. as sec
retary-general of the Earth
Summit two years ago. he in
viled businesses to contribute
Lo the activities of the confer.
ence, the Business Council fer
the UN will hold a congress in
New York.

A S 15 million trust fund
has been pledged by the inter
national business community.
governments, non-governmenl
organisations and individuals
Lo suppor{ activities provided
by the UN Secretariat world-
wide
Among the first danors
were Felissimo, the Japanese
direct mail and retail marke!
ing company. Goldstar. the
South Korean electronics and
home appliances manufac
turer. and Foundacion Amalia
Lacroze de Fortabat, a private
. foundation in Argentina.

More support comes from
Aktobolaget Electrolux of
Sweden. the Archer Daniel~
Midland Foundation of the US.
Willlam R. Hearst Jr. also
American. and the SMH Swiss

LCorporation
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Microelectronics and
Watchmaking Industries. .

Most of the funding will go
Lo communications and educa-
Llonal materials In schools and
universities around the world.
according 'the UUNs 50th an-
niversary director. Samuel
Koo .

"Outreach to vouth is a' the
heart ol our most important
elforts. Youth is the world of
tomorrow and the United
Nations of tomorrow." he says.

Coordinator Tabatabar adds ¢
‘We are gratitied at the re-
sponse we receive from the
voung from all over the world.

hey are eager (o learn _and
more readlly than somne of
Lhietr elders, van see that na-
b ialism andd internationalism

are nol mutually exclusjve.
Major issues necd global solu-
tions.”

In March in Malinska,
Croatia. the World Youth
Conference will meet on the
theme, “Youth in an interde-.
pendent workd”™ — if the world
has managed to persuade the
Serbs ol foriner Yugoslavia. in-
cludiug those occupving parts
of Croatia, 1o stop their
shelling and killing,

The targets of that shelling
in Bosnia ard Herzegovin a will
not be celebrating the 50th

]
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ammiversarv ol the UN. Says
Mohammed Sacirbey, Bosnia's
ambassador to the UN
Bosnians mourn the UN that
might have been : the organisa-
tion promised to the war-
wean humanity, by its Charter.
Bul the victors have forgotten
the expensive appeasement
lessons of the last World War.
Now again. m ‘Winston
Churchill s words. darkness ~
has fallen over Europe. And
there is no Churchill.

"We mourn the Security

Councils Charter wviolations.

Under Article 51 every mem-
ber nation is enititled to self-
defence. Bosnias right is being
denied by some of .the veto-
powers while at the same time
our civillans are not being pro-
tected against murder and *
r.ipe as tools of genocide even
ir the few ‘safe zones’ the
Council solemnly resolved to
protect

"We moudrn the hundreds of
dead or wounded UN peace-
keepers of manvy nations who
were deliberately targeted and
others kidnapped and held as
hostages or blackmatled by the
madmen of Pale in their bar-
barian campaign for their '
ireater Serbia

“We mourn the darkness
fallen over tht United
Nations™.

ELVI RUOTTINEN is
temini News Service oorre-
spondent a! the United
Nations in New York.

A One-in-three Chance for Peac

Michael Jansen writes from Nicosia

Palestine is the core of the Middle East problem and Israeli Prime

Minister Yitzhak Rabin has made

himself the chief, obstacle to a

Palestintan solution, argues a Gemini News Service correspondent. This
will be a dangerous year for the peace process and. if matters are badly

handled, [_o_r many Arab rulers.

East peace-ma-
kers have three choices
for 1995 — bhut only
one can prevent violence.

The choices are: full -
plementation of the agree.

* ments between the Palestini-

ans and Jordan and movement
on the Lebanese and Syrian

tracks: partial implement

of the . OF non-im-
Wm to the

lare

Al the Arab pargies and the
United States, insist that real
peace must be comprehensive
mvolving Israel and all its Arab
neighbonira

This can be reached only by
implementation of United Na.
tione Security Council resolu-
Uons which call for lsraeh
withdrawal from territories
ofcupied as a resull of the
197 war

Pab siinians eading to an end
of he accupation of the West
Rank and Garza. for Palestine is
the core of the Arab-lsrael dis-
pute

But Israch Priine Minister .
Yitehak Rabin has now made
himeell the obstacle o a
Palestine settlement. In the
last weeks of |994, after
ing a peace treaty with n,
the second with an Arab
reighbiour . Rabin balked at go-
ing heyond Israel’'s limited
withdirawal roin ihe Gaza and |
Jericho enclaves now ruled by
the Polewtuntan Natioral Aua-

Conrtiuwed on page 10



