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UNITED NATIONS. Jan §
Facing increased criticism for
high costs and selbacks
Bosnia and Somalia. the UN
Secretary -General called Thu
reday for streamlining pea

nlaﬁenl missions and linu |
ting use of force. reports

AP.

Boutros Boutros Ghall, n a
closed-door speech to the
Security Council. said peace

hnepﬂ)wmuil gel clear man
dates the lines between
maintaining peace and enfor -

ing peace are not blurred

"Nothing is more dangerous
for a peacekeeping operation
than to require il o usc force
when its existing composition
armament. logistical Support
and deployment deny it the
capacity to do so.” an wofficial
summary of his position papes
sakd.

Boutros-Ghall's statement to
the council was prepared (o
mark the 50th anniversary ol
the organization.

He warmed the council not

to launch new missions with- .

oul securing funding and

JSD (Rab) demands
fresh polls under
caretaker govt

The JSD (Rab) has reiter
ated its demand for immnediate
dissolution of parliament and
fresh elections under an in-

terim government. reports
UNB.
" "The interim gov-

emment will be headed by an
Ombudsman to be appointed
by the President.” Party's :h
retary general ASM Abdur
told a news conference at the
National Press Club yesterday.

In a written statement, Rab
said the BNP government had
lost its constitutional right to
continue In power following
the en masse resignation of
the Opposition MPs.

in this context, the JSD
leader pointed out that the
Jamaat MPs who had sup-
ported BNP in forming the
governmeni had also resigried.

The party announced pro
grammes of workers' rally in
mills and factories ([rom
January 6-7, mass procession
in the capital on January 11
and mass contact from January
12-15. It will enforce a coun-
try-wide barricade programme
on January 19

Many pracchecping opera
tisis have been hobbiled by o
lackh of tunding amd avatlable
soldiers The mission 0
Rwanda. ku example was de
layed foe months before Lroops
and eyuupiieit could be lound

There is continuing dam
age (0 credibility when the
voulk il adopts decisions wiuch
canmd be carmed oul because
the nevessary roops are nol
forthcoming.” the summary

EC office
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tuted in the meeting W de-
termiine within the nex! oune
week (e nanpower needed
and money required w upder-
take the task of preparing the

databased voters list. The
COodmin1t Les w .1l I!IrhTh-Jkl:"' o
pre test and sainpie survey in

this regard *
The meeting was told that

*acrording w the lates! census

there are H5 UZ25 958 eligrbie
volters having 18 plus age in
the country, and each year the
number is likely 1o increase
with the inclusion of more
people attaining I8 years ol
age

A permanent setup of the
Election Commission is also
justifiable for preparation of
veters lisl and issuance of
identity cards to the new vol
ers each year, :

The wmeeting. held at the
NEC Bhaban with Finance
Minister M Satfur Rahman in
the chair, requesied the
Ell"‘fiﬁl{}ll Commisséion 10 im
mediately go ahead with the
whole procedure. ~

The Election Commission

" has been authorised to do so

for strengthening the
Commission and Indepen:
dently conducting future elec-
tlons as per
Representalion (Amendment)
Bill 1994 recently passed by
the Jatiya Sangsad.

The meeting was also al-
tended by Chiel Election
Commissioner Justice Moha
mmad Abdur Roufl. Cabinet
Secretary. Principal Secretary
1o the Prime Minister, seg-
retaries ol Finance, Estab
lishment, Education., Sta-
tistics. Health, ERD., Primary
Education and Election
Commussion Secretariat and
other high officials of the
Election Commission.

- ———— -

Parties
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And Prime Minister Begum
Zia agreed to quit along with
her cabinet a month before.the
elections giving the President
the authority to run the coun-
try as well as the election until
the next elected prime minis-
ter takes over.

Immediately after the ruling
party conveyed its decision. a
number of sincere opposition
members, mostly from the AL,
took the initiative to iron out
other differences and they
were almost successful in
reaching an agreement.

As the Prime Minister de-
cided to resign., the ruling
party sought guarantee from
the opposition parties that
they (the oppositon) should
not resort to disruptive activi-
ties like hartal and siege dur-
ing the rest of the BNP gov-
ernment's tenure. On the
other hand. the opposition
camp demanded a “neufral
non-partisan atlvisory council
under the President during
the next elections to which
the ruling party did not agree.
- This was the point of dis-

t between the BNP
and the Opposition +which
broke the last-minute dialogue.

The ruling party. however,
said later that the points of
hartal and siege could be ne-
gotiated with the Opposition
demand for a 10-member advi-
sory council,

During the last episode ol
the resignation drama, three
leading BNP members went to
sign an agreement with Lhe
opposition leaders in
Parliament. According to the
leaders who attended the
aborfive meeting.” when Ol
Ahmed read out the proposal
just before Lhe signing cere-
mony, AL chiefl Sheikh Hasina
raised questions aboul the
other points of the agreement
Mohammad Nasim of AL re
portedly said fhat the other is-
sues would be séllle later on
the basis of agreements already
reached. AL that point, JP's
acting chiel Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury sald, "are we to
sign a boad (Mutchleka)" to go
back to Parliament. -

One senjor AL leader still
believes that the opposition
parties can consider withdraw-
ing resignation letters and may
return to Parliament for Lhe
sake of amendments to the
constitution if a political con-
sensus is reached. But on the
contrary, the JP held a press
conference and said there iIs

no scope of reconsidering the -

- resignation under the present
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constitutional proviston. It 1s
deetned 10 have been accepted
the moment it is submitted to
the Speaker. they added.

The third major opposition
party in the Fifth Parliament.
the Jamaat. has maintained si-
lence following the paost-
December 18 developments
and is monitorning the situa-
tion

The situation is still confus
ing as the people do not know
until today whether resigna-
tions of the opposition MPs
were accepled or not

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al
who intends to scrutinise the
resignation letters before noti-
fell il on Decembes
30. which delayed the process.

Political observers noted
that if the parties reached a
politicval consensus. a solution
was still possible although the
situation turned very compli-
cated ‘

They said the country is
above the Constitution and lor
the sake of the country they
should amicably resolve the
Impasse

If the resignation lettery are
accepled. then there are (wo
options as per the Constitution
— holding of by-electipns or
fresh elections by disdolving
parlament

The ruling parity has not
discussed the matter yet since
the Speaker is yet to give his
decision :

Opposition sources sald
they would not take part in any
election without a caretaker
goverminenl and nay even re
sist holding of by-elections.

But political observers be-
lieve, it would be difficult on
thett part 1o Lianch massive
political agitatons ahead of the
month of Ramadan. The busi-

riess community is also
dalarmed at the country's polit
cal stand oll. In the face ol sull

opposition from the business |

circles, the opposition parties
hatl to reschedule their earlier
prograniunes. The
Opposition parties possibly
read: the pulse of the people
who dislike frequent disrup-
tion of their daily life.
Considering all these prob-
lemms, most of the opposition
groups were in favour of an

amicable solution, according to”

AL sources. On the other hand,
some of the opposition leaders
-thought that  "resignation

threat” would help them re-
alise the demand. But the sit-
uation turned different. & 0

The people are eagerly
walting to see thé next scene
of tHe unfolding drama. '

the People's

J

counting points |
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dustrict yesterday

54 crew sink near
Romanman port
BUCHAREST, Jan 5 Tweo

cargo ships have sunk near the

Romanian Black Sea port of

Constanta following strong

gales and their 54 crew are

feared dead. port
authorities and shipping
agrtils sald wday

“Two bulk carriers, the

Paris. sailing under Maliese

flag and the You Xiu, registered

in Hong Kong sank uear

Constania lani night.”

Constanta Port Captain Marian

Papescu 1old Reuters.
"All attempts o salvinge i he

vissels and the crews have
latled due w0 the bad weather
I'm alraid there are no sur
viveers |~ Popescu added

Hu said the incident o
curred after both ships had hat
the breakwater surrounding
the port basin shortly belore

mitdnight

Salman
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Haliman strougly deuied
that his efforts wwards (actli
tating a settement of the
political crisis betrayed his
cowii pohitical ambitions. "We do
nol have any political ambation,
“we are only venting our suffer-
Ings.”

The National Association of
small and € ouage Industries ol
Bahgladesh (NASCIB) organ-
ised the reception in honour of
the «recently - elected FBCC!
pre shi e it his eaes T
committee

Salman Rahman promised
the small entrepreneurs that
the FBCC! would actively pur
sue the government 10 881 up a
bank exclusively for small and
collage industries.

FBOCC1 vice- president Rashi-
duszal Dudu NASCIH
president Ainul Hug Sohel and
leading handicraft exporter

Maleka Khan also addressed
the Liuxtion

lek i1

Ghali for streamlining |
peacekeeping missions

|

|

undertaken by her govern-
ment. the Prime Minisier said
the BNP s the most trusied
iriemd of the countrymen and
that s why the BNP govern:
ment has « a record
number of pro-people devel
opment projects and pro
grammes i nearly four years.
which ts unprecedenied in the
history of this country ..

Begum Zia regreiled that
diring the last days of the au
locratic regime there had been
no money (o pay even the
salaries of the public servants,

Bt she said now Bangla-
deshi s i hung lowards self
reliance because of the
restoration of fiscal and finan
cial discipline epoch making
pro people development o
grammes and establishment of
democr atic  government

Referring o the newly
launched [ood lor-education
progranune for the poor stu-
dents. stipend programme and
tuition - free education for girls
up w Class Ten outside the
muricipal areas and develop-
ment of educauional institu-
tlons across the country,. the
Prime Minister said ng gov.
erment had taken such mas-
sive programumes in the past
for turming the population into

NUTNADN TEsSDUTTesS

Menuoping that Taka 318
crore has been spent in
Comilla district alone in the
past three and a half years ghe
said. similarly the entire

fiward on the path of devel
opmuent amd prosperity, she
said more could have been

achieved had there been no
disruptive progragunes like

o — —_—

Prime Mimster Begum Khaleda Zia addressed a huge public meeting at Chandina in Comilla

— P1D photo

Etcargo ships with Economy stronger- PM .

Begum Zia sald that
Bangladesh has been able to st
iract much foreign iInvestment
in the past three and a half
yeara

ched collateral free scheme
for @ving credit upto Tk 25
lakh for dairy and poultry far
ming plecicullure tree plan
tation and other sell employ
ment generating projects,
Beguwm Zia ashed the local
prople to avail the credit and
sland on their et and |
help Bangladesh become aself
eeliant

Emphasising the need for
advarwement ol the woumen
jolk. the Prime Minister said
in future women of Bangladesh

will ne longer remain back
ward

She underscored the need
lor maintaining peace and sta-
bility and discarding disruptive
activities for unhindered de
velopaiwrtit o the country She
sald the unage ol Bangladeah
has bryghtened and the world
COttbny is now lauding the

devciopment ol the country
dtid the simoess ol s demo

cralically elecied government
she sand

Turming to souw local de
paainds  the Prine Mimster as-
sured the people that Chan-
dina will be made a poura-
shava local roads will be
metalled the rural electnhica
ot network extended, educa
tional institutions developed
and the thana health complex
raised 0 a 50-bed one

Local MP Redwah Ahmed

public meeting.

Energy Minister Dr. Khon-
doker Mosharral Hossain, Hou-
sing and Public Works Minister
Rafiqul Islam Mia. Shipping
Minister M K Anwar. Manzurul
Ahsan Munsii MP. ATM Alam-
gir MP. Rosy Kabir MP and
local leaders of the BNP and its
front organisations were also
present.
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A he Bungladesh Chhatra League broughn out a colourfu
47th founding anmversary yvesterday.
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Efforts on to
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messape  from  the Prime
Mitrister containipg her pro-
pusal to resign days ahead
d¢f the next general clections to
the AL chief. who is yet to re-
spond Lo it, Opposition sources
said.

“The government's deci-
sion as regards going for by-
eh{cuont or {resh general elec-
tions, if it fails to convince the
Opposition MPs to withdraw
their resignations, largely de-
pends on the Speaker's deci-
sion concerning accepiance
or rejection' of the
letters,” said a . The
ruling BNP standing commit-
tee would meet early next
week'to decide the posi-
tion on the issue, he .

Speaker Shalkh Razzak Al

-

. who retarned home from hos-

pital Wednesday. was advised a
week's rest by the doctors.
Therefore, scrutiny of Lhe
MPs' r tion letters by
him is. unlikely to take place
The minister, unwilling to
be named. told The Dafly Star

the government was exploring
the. possibilities of the
Opposition MPs  reversing
their decision by studying the
siggestions constitutional
UNMETLA.

Referring o fresh bids for
negotiation between the gov-
ernment and the Oppeosition,
he sakd, “The moves are at a
very rarly stage and there is
nothing to mention about
those at the mgment. The se-
nior leaders of the BNP would
take up the Issue if the eflorts
matuge.”

However, AL leader and
Jormer chief whip of the
Opposition Mohammad Nasim,
talking to this correspondent
last night, dended that the rul-

ing party leaders had con-

tacted them after their resig-

nation from Parliament
December 28.
Regarding the move by

Mayor Hanif, who is also the
city AL chief, Nasim said, “The
Mayor himself can about
his Initiative. The has not
yet re-established contacts

. with the governrhent since the

| rally in the city on the

occasion of its

— Star photo

resolve impasse

Opposition MPs' resignations.”

He also denied reports that
he had talks with a minister
holding a key-position in the
ruling party after the en masse
regignation.

In a related development,
Gana Forum president Dr
Kamal Hossain sent letters to
Begum Zia and Sheikh Hasina
Wednesday urging both leaders

Ag sit for a dialogue to resolve

the persisting crisis. Until yes-
terday. he had received no're-
sponse from any side, party
sources said. )
Besides, Jamaat-e-Islami
Ameer Golam Azam was learnt
to have me{ Home Minister

Abdul Matin ; Choudhury
Tuesday last.

Meanwhile, the major
Oppositionn parties — the

Awami League, Jatiya Party and
Jamaat — are contemplating
hartals for consecutive two or
three days after their current
phase of agitation ends on
Uanuary 19. The next pro-
gramme is likely: to be ‘an-
nounced from separate rallies
on January 10, Opposition
sources said. .

'

Wln the newly laun. .

viewed the

distributed

conferred

“India has a strong case.”
Hurd said in response (o a
quesilan at an international
business conference while on
a brief visit to Caleutta. "But
there are many competitors
and much argument

Hurd supported a proposed
expansion of the council. Tt is
something | believe is right

. he said. "We see all sorts of

problems on which the Secu-
rity Council is asked to take
decistons.”

the United Siates. Russia.
Britain., France and China.
It has sent its reops to

support the UN péhcekeeping
forces in Somalia and Rwanda.

Jordanian cabinet
resigns

AMMAN (Jordan), Jan 5:

produced a peace treaty with
larael #nd muzzied Mushm
isndamenialists at home, re-

poris AP

20 hurt as villagers
clash in Barguna

From M{‘.wrrmm
MARISAL. Jan 5 M least 20

persons were injured, 8 of
them seriously, in a clash be-
tween two groups of people In
Tengra village of Chard |
wrodi under Patharghata thana
of Barguna district yesterday
MOrmng

According to Patharghata
thana police the clash began
as a group ol persons, known
as the Khabir group, swooped
on the Jalal group when the
latter was reaping paddy on a
disputed land.

During the clash. at least 20
persons from both sides were
injured One Babul was admit-
led (o the Sher-e-Bangla Medi-
cal College hospilal, Barisal in
d critical condition. His state-
ment was recorded by a ma-
gisirale. The seven other cri-
tically injured. -

Shanu 22, Dulal 20, Sagir
18. Rafiq 12, Ansar 25. Siraj
20, and Yunus 18, were admnit-
ted w0 the Patharghata Thana
Health Complex. A case was
filed with Patharghata pelice in

this cornnection.

Strong navy
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search and survey ship, Begum

Zia said.
The Prime Minister ex-
tended her sincere thanks to

the newly commissioned

Midshi !
C of the Naval Staff Rear

Admiral Mohammad Mohai-
minul Islam received the

| Prime Minister on her arrival

at the parade ground.
The Prime Minister re-

parade and took
salute at the march
past. She also distributed
awards among the uuts!fndhu
midshipmen. )
Midshipman S F Ahmed (X
BN was adjudged the best all
round midshipman and was
awarded the Osmani Gold
Medal. He also won the award

of the Chief of the Naval Staff

securing highest marks in aca-
demic subjects while
Midshi S W Ali (X) BN

won the award in

subjects. :

Later. the Prime Minister
Bachelor of
Science Degree Certificates
upon the
Midshipmen by the University

of Chittagong at a separate

held at the Naval

ceremony
Academy Auditprium.

Kuwait returnees
to stage sit-in
in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Jan 5: The repa-
triated Bangladeshis from
Kuwait in Sylhet would stage a
day long sit-in and observe a
token hunger strike on :{m

greater Bylhet attended the

meeting.
The demands include pay-

even as he made

ment of compensation at the
rate of USS 4000 as recom-
mended by the United Na
tions, distribution of the mo-
ney through the Deputy Com-
missioners and publication of
the list of the repatriated Ba
n@adeshis.

“!‘“m
deployment of the

Pakistan have already com

formied their participation.

Other participating couniries

are: China. lran. the United
. Thailand. Greece.

States and the United Arab
Egnrates
Shaheedullah said that the

expected (o display eleciric
and electrone  goods, indus

uial and agncultusal machn

ery. lextile eguipment, house

hold items. handicrajts car
pets, surgical equipment and,
other items.

Bangladeshi producets will
put on display textile products,
ready -made garmenis, jule
goods, ceramic ware, lolletries
and cosmetics. handicrafts,
glectric goods. frozen food.
keather goods and plastic and
melamine products.

Prominent local parucipal-
ing firms include Singer
(Bangladesh). Nabisco Biscuwil.
Square Toiletrnies, Rangs Gro-
up. Saleh Carpet. Bengal Fine
Ceramics, Jamuna Group. KD
Garments and a number of
SECLOr corporalons.

Forty-nine pavilions, 165

DHAKA FRIDAY

week or the week afier to ook Into
isracli forces from the cities and
populated areas in the West Bank.” Nabil Shaath told a
conference in Gaza reports Reuter.

AKY 6, 199

to the

Investment promotion
seminars will be organised at
the auditorium with a

. capacity of 1500, t:uuw:-:

other entertainments shows
will also be organised everyday
from 6 pm to 8:30 pm. Four
local enterprises have set up
wo arching gates and two
fountains at the fair ground.

The fair is being organised
under a Tk 3.72 erore funding
from Lthe governmenl and an-
other Th 55 lakh raised thro-
ugh stall fees and service
charges.

The fair is expecied to at-
tract a good number of foreign
buyers of Bangladeshi goods
while it will also enable local
businessmen (o acquainl
themselves with foreign prod-
ucts.

“We hope the fair will have
a posilive impact in expanding
our trade relations with other
countries " Shaheedullah said.
Officials are also looking into
the possibilities of turning the
DTF inte an annual event with
[air facilities built inio the
proposed world trade centre
to be set up in Dhaka

Ex-minister
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les in this connection. As a

result, the bidder paid Tk
25.95,952 in nine installments
in a period of about seven
months but did not deposit the

[ Tk 12.14.000..

The Bureau of Anti-Corrup-
tion filed the case under
Section 5 (2) of the Corrup-
tion Prevention Act 1947,
both against the bidder Shish
Mohammad and fermer state
minister for allowing irrational
time to the bidder for the pay-
fnent of instalments violating
government rules and for not
taking any action against the
bidder to realise the money.

The Anti-Corruption Bureau
has initiated investigation into
the case on emergency basis.

- Grozny
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350.000 people have been lefi

homeless. .

Earliery a lone Russian
fighter jet made one bombing
raid shortly after midnight and
another in the morning, said
Timur Tsurovev. a Chechen
fighter at the rebel headguar-
ters on he southern edge of
Grozny.

Only minor street skir-
mishes and some tank fire
were heard Thursday. Fog
hung over all of Chechnya, lim-
iting visibility and making ac-
curate bombing difficult.

Intensive tank and mortar
fire was heard near Chechnva's
weslern border with
Ingushetia. where. bombing
raids in recent days killed at
lest four villagers. An unknown
numbeér of Chechen fighters
have fanned ot to the hills to
en Russian forces trving to
seal the republic.

In Gromny. Chechen fighter
Hussein Mudayev. dressed in a
camouflage uniform and carry-
ing a Russian-made sniper ri-
fle. said the rebels success so
far shouid prove “to Bill
Clinton that Russia is not so
strong after all.”

"Yellsin a week age had
promised to stop bombing. But
the an-
nouncement . warplanes con.
timesed their raids. destroving
mauch of central Grommy. in
chuding an orphanage

Russia s Independem TV
showed fotage Wednesday of
what appeared to be cluster
bombs. Doctors treating the
wounded have said bombs
packed with nails are being
v vy

Russian troops kill
, 15 Tajik rebels

MOSCOW, Jan 5: Fifteen
Tajik Islamic rebels were
kiled by Russian beorder
guards trying to enter
Tajikistan from Afghanistan.
today. says AFP.

The reports said two greups
of Islamic opponents — one
with four people and the other ‘
with 11— were fired on by the
Russian troops when they ig-
nored the guards’ orders to
surrender.

The incidents occurred
Wednesday moming at a ber-
der t in the country's
mthp:ﬂ in the Moskovski

“When the fighters refused
to surrénder they opened fire
and ... eliminated the -two
groups.” Interfax News Agency
reported.

It said there were no casu-
alties among the border
guards. who bave been targets
of Afghan-based Tajik rebels in
firefights along the border.

On Wednesday afternoon.
another rebel group tried to
cross the border farther east
near Kalaikhumski. Russian
reporis said the borders
“neutralised” the group but
did not specify what this
meant: . '

About 15.000 mostly Ru-
ssian troops fromr a Common-
wealth of Independent States
force are deployed . iIn
Tajikistan — 75 per cent along
the Ailghan border to
support the neo-communist
Tajik regime in its struggle
with Islamic guerillas often

i

based in Afghanistan.

Art exhibition
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T 50.000 Bangladesh Shil-

pakala Academy Award and
Mohammad Yunus the Tk

in the ithon.

Three honorary awards
worth Tk 10,000 each wemt to
Shaikh Afeal Abdus Sattar and
Mohanunad lghal

A total of 227 art works and
scuiptures bw 183 artists will
be displaved in the exhibition

The First National Exhi
bition was held in 1973 andd 10
exhibitions were held in the

The exhibition will remain

- open everyday frop 2 pm & T



