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SIkD nibtants were gunned down by Indian security forces in
the nurihern state of Punjab yesterday. the Press Trust of
inciia reported. AFP says fromm New Delhi.

The Sikh separatists. Ranjit Singh and Narinder S
were shol dead after they refused to stop their car at a
post in Bhatinds district. the ngws agency queted police as
saving Arms and ammunition was recovered from the car.
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Murder charge against Banda:
he government will charge Malawi's former president
Ramuzu Banda and his leading associate John Tembo with
murder in the 1983 deaths of four politicians, government
intrusiers sad yesterday. Reuter reports from Malawi.

A government-appointed commission of enquiry said on
Wednesday police acting on official orders had killed three
cabmet munisters and a member of parliament in May, 1983.
The kilings were disguised as a car accident.

Cold wave claims 47 in Kashmir:

Forty-seven people. including 43 soldiers. have died in the
northern Indian state of Kashmir during a cold wave
the Himalavan region for the past month, the Press Trust of
idia (PT1) reported on Wednesday. AFP says from New Delhi.
The latest victim was a labourer killed in an avalanche
dunng snow-clearing operations on Tuesday. the news agency
sax! Seven other road workers caught in the avalanche were
rescued by Indian troops.

Talks on DPRK N-reactor Jan 9:

Mud-level olficials from South Korea. Japan and the United
States will meet in Washington on January 9 to discuss the
supply of two nuclear reactors to North Korea. Foreign
Minisiry officials said yesterday. AFP reports from Seoul.

The officials said Lhe trilateral group. which met at the as-
sistant-secretary level in November, would try to meet a
February deadhine to formally set up the Korea Energy
Development Corporation (KEDC).
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Fire claims 4 in Germany: rou
people died when a fire swept through a sanatorium for
handicapped peopie on Thursday. police said, Reuter reports
from Germany .

Eight more needed treatment for smoke inhalation. Forty-
two patients were in the sanatorium in north Rhine-
Westphalia. central Germany when the fire broke out at 1:19 a

Blast kills 11 in China: a uicgom

pipeline exploded in coastal China. blowing open a two-

kilometre length of paverment and killing H;w. :

reports said on Thursday. AP reports from

The Tuesdayv explosion injured 61 others, many
whe were hit by flying bricks. the China Youth News reported.
The blast sent a motorcvele flying onto nearby rooftop and
destroved other vehicles. it said.

UN Council meets: . UN Sy

heid its [irst meeting ol the year m'Wedne-day with five new
members and a stronger European ilt. AP reports from
'nited Nativrs

The five are Germany. [taly., Honduras. Indonesia and
Botswana. They replace Brazil. Djibouti. New Zealand,

Pakistan apd Spain. Elections for new members were held in

Oxctober,
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Murayama may visit China: rm
Minister Tomiichi Murayama will probably visit China in mid-
March to discuss issues such as nuclear proliferation in North
Korea. chief Cabinet Secretary Kozo igarashi said. quoted yes-
terday by the Nihon Keteai Shimbun. AFP reports from Tokyo.

Murayama will meet Chinese Communisi Pafty Oeneral
Secrelary Jiang Zemin and other leaders, Igarashi sald on
Wednesday while louring Hokkaido Island in northern Japan,

the newspaper added. °
Stamp on Monroe: me sy beaty of ac.

tress Marilyn Moriroe will grace a US postage stamp this year,
with the design being officially unveiled on Thursday in New
York. AP reports from Washington

Anna Strasberg director of the Lee Strasberg Theatre
institute, will join Postmaster General Marvin Runyon for the
ceremonies. The 32-cemt Monroe will be the first in a
series honouring legends of Hollywood, postal officials said.

Deutch may get top CIA :
President Clinton has | ated an interest In

Depuly Defence Secretary John Deutch to be CIA Director,
but Deutch apparently. s refuctant to leave his al the
Pentagon. people familiar with the matier said on

A¥ reports [roen Washing®omn

Clinton recently discussed the CIA job with Deuteh afler

the current spy agency chief. K James Woolsey, submstted his
resignation on Decemiber 26, according o an administration
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Arms seized in Pulice
have seized three small caches of arms that & rocket
launcher. six machine guns and ammunition o the

former rebel group

The arms were on December 29 in the north-
empmﬂn-ﬁ:nﬂhmpuuhnudmmfmm.m
uﬂm:“mt“ﬁ“rmﬂ“byh
Mozambican siate news agency AIM

WASHINGTON. Jan 5 US
Deience Secretary
Perry will seek new bilateral
US military ties with Pakistan
and India on a visit to those
South Asian nations next week,
a senior Pentagon official said
on Wednesday. reports Reuter.

Perry will also discuss the

William

controversial issue of nuclear

proliferation with leaders in
Islamabad and New Delhi, but
will not press them to reverse
current course and join the
Nuclear Non-proliferation
Treaty (NFT). the official toid

reporters.
The official, who asked not

to be identified. said Perry will
instead discuss possible US bi-
lateral peacekeeping exercises
and increased defence cooper-
ation with India and Pakistan,
and will urge those potential
nuclear antagonists to be more

open with each other about
defence policies and budgets.

“The purpose here is (o
build 'a defence relationship
and build it on a new basis,”
stressed the official, noting
that Perry will be the first US
defence secretary to visit
South Asia since Frank Car-
lucei in 1987

Perry will depart Washing:
ton for this Friday on a
week-long trip to the Middle
East and South Asia that in-
cludes stops in Israel, Pakistan
and India in that order.

He¢ will return home on
January 14.

South Asia has been an area
of major concern to the United
States since India exploded a
nuclear device in 1974,
Pakistan says it. too, has ac-
quired the capability to make

International

REIEFFLY | US to seek fresh military ||
ties with India, Pakistan

Nuclear weapons but has not
made a decision to do so.

In Pakistan, Perry plans o
hold talks with Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto, Defence Minis.
ter Aftab Shaaban Meerani. and
other top officials. In India, he
will meet Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao and govern-
ment leaders.

The United States halted all
military and new economic aid
w Pakistan in 1990 over the
nuclear Issue and has refused
lo approve Pakistan s agree-
ment to buy 71 US F-16

- fighter jets in the late |980s at

a cost of 1.4 billon dollars.

The State Department
warned China and Pakistan last
September that they would
face new US economic sanc-
tions if it was established thal
China had shipped M-11 nu-
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Interior ministers, including

Tunis on Wednesday.
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Emir Naif Ben Abdelaziz (L) of Saudi

Arabia. Abdallah Kallel
Salem (R), secretary general of the Arab Council
of the Arab interior ministers conference in
— AFP photo

Bntam ends

Turkey to help
Malaysia build
sub fleet

KUALA LUMPUR. Jan 5:
Turkey has offered to help
Malaysia build a submarine
fieet. Defence Minister Najib

“ABdul Razak said Thursday. re-

ports AP,

Najib tgld reporters the of-
fer was made during talks with

Turkish Navy Chief Admiral
Vural Bavazit at the Defence
Ministry

Malaysia has no submarines.
but is planning to buy one in a
few years

The Turkish admiral ar
rived Wedneasday for a five-day
official visit

Turkish officiale said they

have one of the largest subme-
rine in the Meadi-
terranean. with

designed Type 200 diesel-

electric submarines Nine Wi
built in Turkey

rq-;'t- AP.
Prosecutlors are sull con-

have rallied 10 pledge alie-

glance o Kum Jong I11. the
Cormmurust country's seldom-
seer) leader. reports AP

The rally held on Wednes-
;?,. loliowed Kimr's Mew Years

visit 10 the military bar-

racks. his first public appea-
rance in two morths

At the rally. solders called
Kim the ‘sun of life and the
menial pillar of them all * said
the Korths official Korea
Cenitral News Agency. momi-
tored in Seondd

“They piedged 10 absolutely

worship the supreme com-
mander and cherish in their
hearts the rock-firm faith that
they know no one slee but the
suprems commander ' 1t sadd

my.mm BOMBAY. Jan 5. For nearly

sidering whether (o Iindicth
seven men. but
raised new uncertainties about
whether any of thf aging sus-
pects would be brought 1o

it was the laiest blow for

E

sa Je
catch a of the mara- Lodha. who has volunteered to
thon faster or to recetve his help with crown control
blessing “The crowds have swelled
Several times a day. since he completed 150 days
Sahajpruni appears on a first- without fod.” he added. “We
floor balconty and waves 19 the have about 100000 peaple
devotees below from various coming by dafly now "
faiths The usually busy street Sahagmuni, speaking to AFP
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ebject of his fast wn
miysell of sin and Lring awwul

Iran closer to build

N-weapons?

NEW YORK. Jan S: Iran
might be less than five years

apay drom having an storair

bomb. Tuch closer than prévi
ously thought. senior American
and lsraeli officials told The
New York Times reports AP

lsraeli officials consider the
reassessment of Iran & nuckear
potential to be the most serf
ous threat facing their country.
the Times said on. Thursday
Previous estimates had put
Iran eight to 10 years away
from having an atamic bomb

Il the programme is not
halted. senior lerael offictals
sald they would be forced to
ronsider attacking lran's nu
clear reactors. a tactic used

iragin 198

W the lranians maintaln
this intengive effort o get ev
eryithing they need. 1hey couid
have all thetr components in
two years. Then it will be just a

matter of technology and re-
search ™ an lsrael official who
was ot lemtified told the
Times.

S0 far. lran has amassed
nuclear material and some
equipment. but has not. as the
North Koreans did. built a nu
clear reactor that could be
used for weapons

But the American and
laraeli sources said that if the
programme sontinues at this
rate. Iran could have all the
parts necessary for nuclear
weapons by the end of the
dev ade

With a nuclear arsenal. lran
could try to dominate its
neighbours on the Persian
Gulf inchading Iraq. which be
fore the Gulf War in 1991 had
an advanced nuclear weapons
programune of its own. analysts
said

while sitting cross legged and
barefoot on 4 low bed <aid the
l‘ﬂ 11!""-'

Jains, who nuiuber just
more than three million and

month that from an onginal

mto war crimes Mar 31

st of 369 suspects. only 23
were still being investigaled
Polite Commander Roy
Ramm. head of Scotland Yard's
specialist operations, said a
dectision about closing the wunit
down would be shelved until

prosecutors decide whether Lo
bring anyone o cournt
British action against sus
pected Nazis has moved al
whal critics see as a letsurely
pace since 1986 when the Los
Angeles-based Wiesenthal
Center produced a list of 17
suspects who came to Britain
after World War |l, among
_ thousands of refugees.
Unlike the United States,
refuses o extradite the
suspects. In 199], Parllament

passed a law allowing suspects
to be prosecuted in Britain.
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inate religion in India. had a
significant influence on the

philosophy of non-violence
preached by Mahatma Gandhi.

Jain ascetics never travel by
mechnised transport. fearing
the machines could crush in-
sects. instead. they travel on

Fast is just one form of
penance «d in by the de-
vout. Some ascetics have re-
moved all their body hair,
plucking it out strand by
strand

Sahajmuni plans to call off
his fast on Monday, when he
will hlﬂﬂl 201 days with
out solid . a feat his assis
tants said would be a world

clear-capable Ballistic missiles
to Pakistan.

Asked on Wednesday if the
United States had proof that
such missiles had been re.

ceived by Islamabad, the de-

fence official told reporters:
“There are different levels of
knowing things and not kno-
wing things. Definitive proof is
not there.”

in Egypt and [srael, the of-
ficlal said. Perry will reaffirm
close US defence ties with the
two countries, but will not in-
ject himself Into the troubled
Middle East peace process.

Perry will discuss only "in

general terms” an expected US

plan to provide some peace-

keeping troops on the Golan
Heights If a peace agreement

Is* struck between Israel and
Syria. the official added.

Expelled Indian
diplomats in
Karachi back

home

NEW DELHI. Jan 5 The ex
pelled Indian consul-general in
Karachi has returned here
with his stafl. lashing Pakistan
for closing the mission in the
strife-torn port city, reports
AFP

Consul General Pinak Cha
kravarty and 17 other diplo-
mats and their famtlies arrived
in New Delhi late Wednesday
after Pakistan ordered them to
leave

Chakravarty speaking to re-
porters shortly after his arrival
here. said the closure of the
nmission was a regreitable de-
cision and a retrograde step
since the consulate was cater
ing to a large number of peo
pie ~

He said the Karachl con-
sulate had provided up to 100
visas a dav lo Pakistanis plan
ning to travel to India

Taiwan to ease
shipping links
with China

TAIPEL. Jan 5 In a major
policy shift. the Cabinet today
decided to ease a ban on ship-
ping links with rival CBirta as
part of a plan to make Taitwan a
regional commercial center,

reports AP

A section ol the southern
Kaohsiung port will be tumed
into an “offshore” transship-
ment centre from where
Taiwanese cargoes can be
shipped to the mainland a
Cabinet statement said

The offshore base an ex
pedient way to skirt the ship
ping ban. will be part of an
ambitious project to make
Taiwan an Asian commercial
hub by the end of the century
the statement said

Vice Premier Hsu Li teh
sald the Kaoshsiung base can
be established after the project

ia approved by the Legislature

Huge fake work
permits seized
in US: 3 charged

LOS ANGELES. Jan 8 A US
investigation of fake identifica
tion cards for illegal aliens net-
ted 115 000 eounterfeit work
permits. Social Security cards
and other documents with a
street value of 5 milllon dollar
officials said. reports AP

Three men have been
charged This was a major
‘supphier of counterfeit docu
ments In Lhe Southern
Caltfornia area at least.” US
Imenigration and Naturalisation
Service district director
Richard K Rogers said on
Tuesday He said the investiga-
o was continudng

The inunigration initiative
approved by volers in
November calls for five years in
prison and 75.000 dollar lines
for people convicted of coun-
terfeiting immigration docu-
menis.

record.

They said Sahajmuni has al
ready bealen the previous
record fast of 182 days wet
centuries ago by Mahavir a
founder of the Jain religion

1 have been feeling a little
tired the past few days, but |
am fine otherwise ® said the
greying Jain priest. who ap
peared slightly frail.

‘Strong willpower s the
key to controlling bodily sen
sations.” he sald "We are the
products of our minds. which
can be copdittoned at will -

“The doctors sdy he s per
fectly fine.” sald Jain priest
Ram Muni, who livea with
Sahajmuni al the house of non
violence here. "It is 4 miracke
before you *
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Two Belgian tourists watch elephants huthing at Sri
Lanka's only orphanage for elephants on Sunday. The
orphanage, which has been able to carry out a successful
breeding scheme for elephants found abandoned in the

jungle, 1s a popular tourists attraction. — AFP photo

Amazon's asexual fish
needs male to survive

LONDON An exclusively female Amazonian species of fish
previously thought to reproduce without male help. does
need males to survive after all, according to a study published
on Thursdayv reports Reuter

One ol the tenets of evolutionary biology is that sexual re
production is essential because it introduces new genetic
materigl thus avoiding mutations and possible extinction of
the species

But the Amazon molly species of [resh water fish consists
wholly of females it relles on the sperm of males of related

species to tngger reproduction althongh this was not thought
o confribute genetic material

But a study by Manfred Schartl of the University of
Wuerzburg. published in the scientific journal Nature, showed
the Amazon molly does in fact take on male genetic material
in the form of "microchromosomes

ese muicrochromosomes are very hard to detect but are
inherited thus apparently compensating for the Amazon
molly's asexuality, Schartl said

Man removes eyeball to
get rid of pentagram

MERRIAM KNASAS: A man popped his right eveball out of
-its socket severed the tendons with a knife and flushed it
down the loilet because he though he had seen a pentagram
in the eyes Iris. police said. reports AFP

The unidentified 26-year-old told authorities he saw the
five pointed star commonly associated with the occult, when
he looked in the mirror on Sunday night

He told police he had to remove the eyeball because he
coudd not get rid of the pentagram

The paramedics said his eye looked puffy and red. It just
looked somebody punched him. ™ said police lieutenant Bill
Lietzke

But they opened up the eyelid and pointed a flashlight in
there and his eveball was gone

6 months'jail after
r L]
23 years' of trial
NEW DELHI: An Indian businessman has been sentenced
to six months in prison by a New Delhi court after a trial that
lasted 23 years. reports AFP
Rameshway Prasad. 70 was arrested in the eastern city of
Calcutta in 1971 on charges of illegally purchasing a shipment
of cooper and zinc
His case was shifted from Calcutta to New Delhi by the
Supreme Court in 1973 and then proceeded at a sanail's pace.
Three of the seven co-defendants died during the course
of the trial two were acquitted in 1983 and another in 1987
Prasad was finally convicted of violating import and export

reguiations on Wednesday and sentenced to six months in
prison

Yemen, S Arabia agree to |
halt army patrols '

The Yemenl othicial sad
both sides decided lasit
Monday to pull armed Saudi

SANAA. Jan 5 Yemen and
Saudi Arabta have agreed to
halt military movements on

W hie Wilowers

their disputed border and pull
their forces back to positions
they occupled before a recent
Border clash, a senior Yemeni
official said Wednesday. re
poris AFP

The agreement came
meeling on the border on
Monday between the Saudi
Emir of Marjan. Fahad ben
Khaled at Sadiri. and Yeme:d
Deputy Interior Minister
Colonel Hussein Arabn. the of
ficial said asking not to be
named

The previous day Saudi
arm¥ patrols attacked a
Yemeni position in the north-

Al a

. western province of Saada near

the disputed border zome. a

Yemeni military official said

Riyadh did not report the in
cidemt

Muni said Sahajmuni len
home at the age of 12 and
joined a nomadic group of Jam
ascetics. "He renounced the
world and was ordained a

priest at the age of 20 he
s

Sahajmuni ia a veteran
0 sl
by hin his first
marathon [(ast was n | 964
when he went for three weeks
wit hout food

Me fasted every year after
that. gradually increasing the
number of consecutive days 1o
131 In 19893 .

Sahajmuni passes hin time

between glasses of water

reading
devotoes and writing

and Yemeni units back to their
inittal positions. and to “halt
patrols near the border”

The measures were aimed
at enhancing contacts ahead
of a visit to Saud! Arabla by
Yemeni President Ali Abdullah

. Saleh. he said

C omtacts batwern Sanaa and
ruyadn had calmed the situa
ton. he added

Saleh spoke o King Fahd by
lelephone on Tuesday

A Yemen! tribal chiefl said
more than 10 people were
killed or wounded in the
clashes of Sunday and military
equipment was destroyed

Saudi and Yemeni units also
clashed in the same province
on December 7. leaving three
Yemenis wounded. according
o Sanaa

Ceasetire 1n

Somaha
MOGADISHIL Jan D A
ceaseflire went! into affect

Thursday morning. ending five
days of clan fighting that lefl
two doren people dead and
hurndreds injured in a southern
neighbourhood of the capital

reports AP

Meanwhile. LIN peacekeep
ers continued their pulleut
from Somalia and an aid organ
isation announced it would
suspend its food and other
health programmes until a
worker abducted last month is

relecased .

Elders of the rival Abgal and
Murosade sub clans signed the
ceanelire agreement

Wednesday rvening at a home

« In southern Mogadishu,



