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Hurd's Visit

Our existing ties with Hritain were succinctly
summed up by
that came to light during the brief. but :
ful. visit of Douglas Hurd to Dhaka. The Bri
. Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs Sec hit

the bottom-line of a steady friendliness to :
over the last two decades when he said that after
Hong Kong it is Bangladesh where Hritish in-
vestment has been the largest — in the world.
Bangladesh is also the second est recipient of
British aid after India. To top it all, He deshi
goods enjoy the third largest market in Britain
after the US and Germany.

It is from these vantage-points that the bilat-
eral relations are now poised to be stepped u
politically and economically with some reglonlg
underpinnings to them. This is evident from the
oint statement issued by esh F

inister and British Secretary of State for
Foreign sind Commonwealth Affairs at the end of
the latter's visit here. The underlying ficance
of the British lecader's trip to Dhaka on the first
leg of his tour of the subcontinent — India and

stan being his next stop-overs — may perhaps
be read into a certain renewal ol Bri interest
in the Commonwealth against the backdrop of its
experience in the European Union which hasn't
been altogether happy. South Africa is now a vi-
brant multi-racial member of the Commonwealth
adding ‘sinews to it. The British investors are
evincing an active interest in the Asian region. We
have all the reasons to welcome Britain's turning
to the Commonwealth for strength and thereby
make us feel stronger.

The joint statement is so much to our liking
indeed, pin-point as it did. what are needed to be
done to improve the regional envircnment to ex-
ploit the full potential for South Asian coopera-
tion and deve ur:m:nt,

The British Foreign Secretary urged an early
solution to the problems pf water sharing be-
tween India and Bangladesh and to those con-
cerning Myanmar refugecs. Bangladesh tribal
refugees and stranded Pakistanis in Bangladesh
terming these, very appyﬂﬂttly. as regional,

|

humanitarian and human rights issues,

»  Recent visits of certain dignitaries did focus on
the necessity for building a bridge between the
SAARC and the European Union but Hurd's visit
produced a concrete suggestion as to how to go
about it: Exchange of visits between the officials
and leaders of the SAARC and the EU and main-
tenance of contacts even otherwise.

We are grateful to the British government
for standing by us in a dimming aid climate.
Our benefits will be immense from the two
accords <6 i mn odaee G ol comunumication
sectors.

New Work Ethics Needed

So, al last, people have started adjusting them-
selves to the demands that hartals place on them.
Time lost is being made up by working equal
number of — even extra — hours after the hartal.
This is not a novelty as such: for. individually we,
tend to make up for the lost time or the lost
work. What is perceptibly new is a growing trend
among offices. particularly in the private sector,
to recover the losses incurred due to frequent
and consecutive days hartals. The trend set
by the garments industry is now being follo-
wed mostly in the private-sector including,
in particular, the multinational companies. Only
a few private establishments are yet to follow
Suit.

The government offices are in a working order
during the hartals even though the output may
drop. The question of working for them beyond
office hours does not arise.

Here is a difference of attitudes that matters so
much. Putfing efforts and labour voluntarily and,
on the other hand, withdrawing oneself from
work on the pretext of some disruptions som=-
where make a sea of difference in a country's
output. The private sector has been learning it
the hard way.

It seems therefore that gone are the days when
office duties were a second nature to people.
But today a more professional approach is needed
and some of the private sector organisations
are exactly taking such an approach. However,
compared with the private sector -the govern-
ment establishment is so huge that things carpot
move much if the latter fail to cultivate the
virtue, ,

. The lethargic impact of hartals on our socio-

. economic life is yet to be assessed. We really need
to do readjusting with the challenging times to
stay in competition.

Stranger than Fiction

Can anyone in his or her right senses ever
prefer a life term imprisonment to a free life?
And that too by a student? Quite unbelievable, no
doubt. But stranger things than we can imagine
happen in the world. A South African student has
shoplifted, he claims, to go to jail and spend
there his whole life to write a book. He has been
inspired, according to his own admission, by
President Nelson Mandela whose autoblography,
"Long Walk to Freedom" came out only recently.

Quite a noble intent. But look at the means he
has adopted. What he shoplifted is nothing but
candy. There is no chance that the offence could
bring him life imprisonment. He only pleaded for
that severe sentence. After spending a few days in
prison, however, the jail-enthusiastic student has
changed his mind. He now has agreed to be re-
leased on condition that he be present at the
court for subsequent hearings.

We do not know whether it was an ingenious
ploy the student used for his release from prison
after he had committed the offence with no in-

~ tention of emulating Mandela. He might have con-
cocted the story to get released. Or, he could be
genuinely impressed by the great African leader's
feat. Whatever it is, the student has had some
experience of jail life at least. A life term in the
jail could indeed give him further knowledge but
could as well be deadly for him. Because Mandela
lived there for his people and their love used to
nourish him all the time. For the student there
would have been no such sustaining spirit. Merely
writing a book cannot provide that supporting
strength. One can write a book out of prison. -

three mutually endearing lacts |

Two Obstacles to Primary Education for All

WO major obstacles
stand in the way of
suistainable Progress
towards quality primary educa
thony for all These are QNrst,
highly centralised planning
and management siructure,
and practices thal are incon-
sistermt with local planning,
managemeint. monitorng and
soctal mobilisation essential for
achieving universal primary
education. and second, the
absence of the institutional ca-
pacity for R&D lechnical sup
port. evaluation and Iraining
for bullding planning and
managing the largest public
emterprise ol natonal scope.
which s the prunary education
sysiem. As the Prime Minister
reaffirms her pledge by signing
the Delhi EFA Declaration to
achieve universal primary edu-
cation. it is essential o re-ex-
amine and adopt measures (o
overcome (hese obstacles
Tomorrow Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia is expected
to ceremonially sign the
Education for All Declaration.
of the nine high-population
developing countries. which
together account for 70 per
cent of the world's liliteracy.
This Declaration adopted In
December 19893 in Delhi by
heads of government, or their

personal envoys. from Bang
ladesh. Brazil, China Egypt.

India. Indonesia. Mexico,
Nigeria and Pakistan, contains
the pledge that "no child

(shall)] be deprived ol ed.
ucation for lack of a teacher,
learning matertals, or adequate
space.” In signing the docu

ment., Begum Zia will join the
ranks of other leaders. such as
President Hosnl Mubarak of
Egyvplt. Premier LI Peng ol
China and Prime Minister
Henazir Bhutto of Pakistan,
who were not personally pre

wenit in Delhi but later re-af

lirmed their personal com

mitment by signing the decla

ration

The commitment and el

forts ol Bangladesh, since the
Jomtien World Conlerence on
Educaton for All in 1990 1o
promote universal primary ed
ucation have been acclaimed
widely The Compulsory Pri-
mary Edugation Programme
has raised significantly the en

rolment 1in the first year of
prouary education has gener
alva] & natonwide awaleness ol

the problems and has led 10
the involvermnment al communi:
ties and ciuizens In social mo
btlisation for universal primary
educauon at local, district and
national levels. A separate divi-
ston ol primary education has

" shall notl use TADA'®
sdid N T Rama Rao. the
Andhra Pradesh chief

minister Such draconian

detention laws are a blol on
democracy He believed the
guilty or the suspect should be
tried In an open court., under
ordinary law H D Deva Gowda
the Karmataka chiel munister
however. differed "1 shall use

TADA very sparingly but | cant

do awdy with it since some

anti soctal elements. terTorists
and criminals cannot be
deterred or dealt with

ordinary laws ’

The conflicting viewpoints
represent the two different
persons they are NTR is clear
and confident. Deva Gowda is
diffident and deferential. The
first. chief minister for the
third time. is a charismalic
leader who knows he does not
require legal props (o adminds-
ler Lhe state The second.
chief minister for the [first
time. has risen from the ranks
He 5 not sure whether his
personal popularity can cope
with "the extraordinary situa-
uon’ that restrictive laws give
him necessary power . One is
sure of people: the other is at
pains to win them.

The dilference is reflected
in their deportment as well
You reach NTR after weaving
through the throng that
crowds his residence and of-
fice. He gives you appointment
for 7 in the morning. (It is
better than the 4 O'clock one |
was given wheu he was the
chiel minister last). Deva
Gowda asks for your conve-
nicnce, e lkes the crowd but
prefers privacy.

| met both of them when
they were in the midst ol ex-
panding their respective cabi-
neis. How similar they were
when |t came to the nijtty-
gritty of politics! Asked If they

Sir. The session jam in
Bangladesh Institute of
Technology. Chittagong has
reached an alarming point.
Compared with two other
BITs — Khulna and Rajshahi, it
is one year behind.

The session 1992-93 has
comimenced only lately while
the session 1993-94 (s not
likely to start even this year.
The students who passed their
HSC.in 1994 will sit for admis-
sion test very recently.
Naturally the question arises as
to when the classes will start
for those who will be selected

for Chittagong BIT in the ad-

mission test of 1994,

To solve the session jam
problem 1993-94 _session
should be started immediately.

been created of which Lhe
Prime Minister hersell has
taken® charge. alloca-
tions lor primary education
have been Increased substan-
tially. The contribution and
participation of non-govern-
mental organisations and
communities, especiglly in
carrying oul non-formal ap-
proaches in primary education.
have been encouraged and
recognised as an Important
component of the total pri
mary education eflort

Despite the accomplish-
ments. the challenges remain
dauntng

e In round numbers, at least
20 per cent of the almost 18

by Dr Manzoor Ahmed

children into the system with-
in 4 reasonable time-frame At
the same time, a very subs-
tantial improvement in the
quality of teaching and learn-
ing has to be achieved if pri-
mary education for all children
is to become a reality. These
twin challenges are being
faced in varying degrees by
other countries in the South
Asian .

A South Asian Workshop on
the theme of capacity-buflding
for planning and management
of universal primary education
held recently (12-2]1 Decem-
ber. 1994) in Kathmandu. un-
der the auspices of UNESCO s
International Institute for
Educational Planning and
UNICEF, provided pn opportu-
nity to explore the issues.
Official representatives from
Bangladesh, India.Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. and
observers fréom China and

practical knowledge and life
skills

* While primary education
is nominally free, varous in-
fogmal but required charges
imposed by school and the
cosl of learning matenials
(pencil, exercise books etc ).
become a heavy burden on
poor families. The pracuce of
private tutoring for children.
arranged by parents who can
afford 10 and who want to en-
sure that thetr children will
qualify for secondary school.
has spread o the rural sreas A
system of educational apar-
theid is threatenming (0 emerge
which would leave children of
the poor essentially deprived
of pnmary education.

Clearly a major expansion
ol capacity is needed in short
order 10 accommodate all

lied reputation. thetr answer
was ditto They ocould not leave
out certain persons because of
pressure or practcal difficul-
ties . But 10 maintain their high
moral profile. they assured
that the ministers they had
appointed would be judged
from the day they took oath.
Their past was of no concern
to them.

Even then the two strongly
denounced corruption. Both
believe that the Congress (1)
was bundied out ignominiously
because it is reeking with
corruption.
people found even the highest
in the party (the reference
was (oo obvious) not above
board. they voted against it
with a vengeance. THe mal-
administration equally galled
them “The Congress (I) gave
the state the worst type of
governance it ever had. said
NTR. Deva Gowda opined:
“There has been no govern-
ment in Karnataka since Lhe
exit of Virendra Paul more
than three years ago.” Both
took pride in the belief that
people had returned to them
because of the “good govern-
ments” they had given — the
Telugu Desam in Andhra
Pradesh and the Janata Dal in
Kamataka.

The oulcome of state elec-
tions had made them look
confident of the 1996 parlia-
mentary election. They expect
the National Front to revive.
They do not mind any other
combination provided it Is fed-

_ eral in structure. NTR wants to

defer the idea because he

wanis [irst to concentrate’ on -

May be It will cause some more
pressure on leachers and the
‘'staff but the jam will clear very
quickly. The following sessions
will not face such kind of
troubles of session jam. Only a
sufferer knows how much
painful it Is to face a session
jam. Relevant authorities
should take immediate actions
to do away with the session

jam as quickly as possible.

Neamul Hague
Mirpur, Gubtoly. Dhaka

'Hajj and Ijtema’

Sir. | refer to Mr Ali Asgar
Chawdhuri's letter captioned
as above, appearing in The
Daily Star of 31.12.94, com-
menting on my letter cap-
tioned — "BTV. Radio and
Biswa ljtema” which appeared
on 12.12.94. Mr Chawdhuri is

They said when
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Vietnam. attended the work.
shop. Twon concerns were ar-
ticrulated In the context of
meeting the challenges of
quality andd quantity in primary
education These are

la) redefining the roles and
functions of the educational
hierarchy. at the national and
sub-national levels, in a way
that permits much greater au-
thority and responsibility for
planning and management of
primary education at the
school village local and dis-
trict levels. and

(b} building capacities at
these levels to perform the
new by expanded roles and
functions i

Bangladeah has by far the
most centralised and top down
structure of public admirnieirs
tion. including the. administra
ton of primary education in
the South Asian reglon. com
pared even o the smaller
cowntries of Nepal and Sn
Latnika Take Lhe case of pr)
mary education With a chen
tele of |8 million children
40 OO0  institutions and
200 000 teachers lexcluding
the growing non governmental
and voluntary =ec o0 and the
madrassahs), 1t 18 Lhe single
largest governunent enierprise
in the country in lerms of

of peopile directly in-
m it. annual govern-
meni budget. and the number

of public employees. Arguably,
for the country's future, it is

his state. Deva Gowda is pre-
pared to work on an all India

tion of not only the two
Janatas. the communists. NTR
and Mulayam Singh Yadav but
also Tamil Nadu chief minister
J Jayalalitha and former prime
minister Chandra Shekhar.
([Former Karnataka chief min-
jster R K Hegde. whom | met
in Bangalore. blamed former
prime minister V P Singh for
not allowing the Janata Dal to
consolidate. "1 implored him te

the most important national
endeavour. Yet. the
management and technical
support structiure for the pri-
mary education sysiem is woe-
fully thin madequate and dis-
proportionate to the scope and
expanse of the system. Pro-
training In plafAning
t of primary
scarcely recei-

(R&D) work in primary edu-
cation: no centre worth the
name exists for studies,

. personnel
and curriculum decisions,
regarding the whole system.
affecting the remotest village
school, are taken at the
national level

The gquestions of decentral-

ising public administration,
social services and develop-
ment programmes have agl-
tated the minds of our derci
sion-makers from time to
time. Al least three abortive
initiatives were taken since
liberation, but each attempt
quickly became and
eventually were declared ca-
sualties of in the polit-
ical regime. A for establiah-

sition to consider this bl in
the foreseeable Asture

It is, however unnecessary
to sort out the thorny issue of
decentralisation of the total
public and development ad
ministration sysiem, belore
siepa can be taken in primary
and baskc education Civen the
scope and size of the UPE of
fort. the paramount impor-
tance of popular participation
in this enterprise and the
need for loc *

he

sell rice at Rs 2 a kilogram.
The cost works out to be Rs.
1.500 crore and. according to
former chief minister Vijay
Bhaskar Reddy, the state is in
no pasition to foot the bill. "If |
can't give even food to my
people, what is the use of my
staying as chief minister?”
asked NTR. He had a dig at the
prime minister when he said:

" "Wherever the government,

whether at the Centre or in a

When | drew his attention

" BETWEEN THE LINES

—

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delh

make me the party vice-presi-
dent so as W enable me to or-
ganise a real all India party but
he did not agree,” Hegde said.)

NTR has no Hegde over-
looking his shoulders. But he
has the kitchen cabinet — his
wife Lakshmi Parvathi and two
sons-in-law, N Chandrababu
Naidu and Daggubati
Venkateswara Rao — to reckon
with.

“Yes, there has to be some
‘people to do initial thinking.”
was his reply when | asked if
there was a kitchen cabinet.
His enthusiastic secretary. Jai
Prakash Narain. tried to sug-
gest that it was "a ginger
group”. But NTR brushed him
aside and stuck to the concept
of kitchen cabinet.

At present, he is all set to

absolutely right that there can
be no comparison between
Hajj and Ijtema. Haj) is Haj
and ljtema is ljtema.

While stating in my letter
that Biswa [jtema is the
Muslim Congregation after
Hajj. | merely wanted to em-
phasise the fact that in terms
of number of devotees partici-
pating in the Biswa ljtema, it is
next to Hajj. | meant no com-

parison belween Hajj and
Ijtema. No Muslim can think of
such a comparison.
M Nazmul Haque
Dhabaa

Voter’s identity card

Sir. We are delighted to
hear that the government has
enacted laws for issue of lami-
nated identity cards with pho-
tograph, name, signature or

Alfairs
Minister Salman Khurshid's
remark during the poll discus-
sion on Doordarshan that those
who promised rice should find
it themselves, NTR said that it

to state. Exlernal

betrayed ‘arrogance of the
Centre. "It has 35 million
tonnes of foodgrain as a buffer
stock and it must make i
available to peopie.” he said. “If
it sald 'no’. they might break
open godowns.” Agitated NTR.
raised his voice dramatically
when he said so. “The stock
belonged to the country. not
the Congress party.”

NTR, who has introduced
total prohibition at the cost of
revenue totalling R 500 crore,
also has plans to subsidise

‘cloth and shelter for the
poor.’ the state's obligation as
he puts it. With the Reserve

. -

ers: also having the serial no.
of the elector in the electoral
roll, signature and the official
seal of the issuing authority.

The bill also provides for pun-
ishment with imprisonment

" or/and fine if any person takes

the help of false means to get
the identity cards issued.

The cost for the issuance of
such cards to"the vot -
ers has been calculated to be
over |5 crore Taka, which is
rather a substantial amount for

a poor country like Bangladesh

But in a country where mal-
practice during electoral pofls
is so common this should be a
very helipful step. For tmpro-
ving the socio-economic and
law and order situation of the
country the government could
give a thought to the sugges-

‘ chayats

thumb Imﬁta;ion of the vot- tions given follow :

identity cards
when leaving his
dence for
where,

along.

approved the government
for five for the

Educaiional Planning and

- Admmnistration (NIEPA). the

- and

As t of | oz e nrd fci s that two-thirds of th i PEP—— !r‘_h#m‘lm

education do not acquire an acceptable level of the functional basic skills of reading, m-&m
— not to speak of practical knowledge and life skills. '

tencies at different levels.

The guiding principle for

roles and responsibilities
the scale suggested will re-

quire a support system of re-
search. technical assistance
and training Sri Lanka and
India in this provide
mples of such a support
sysitem. The National Institute
of Education (and the Stall
College for Education within
i) in S Lanka. functions with
a charter similar to that of a
university rather than a gov-
ermanent organisation. it has
its own independent d of
management . faculty '
grt appropriate for carrying
out research. evaluation. policy
sludies and training related o
the planning and management
ol education. The main objec-
tve of the nstitule is to help
builld the technical and profes-
sional of educstion
functionaries and orientation

of communily representatives
at provincial and local levels

The New Chief Ministers

ma;mqmmmmmmmqmrmmm They expect
the National Front to revive. They do not mind other combination provided it is federal in structure.

ply and roads are in poor
shape. And he has promised
better health and nutrition fa-
cilities.

His other priority is to
change the Lok Ayukt Act ‘te,

. bring it in line with the grow-

ing challenges' He did not
spell out what he had in mind.
The Karnata legislation already
covers the chief minister. un-
like the one in Andhra Pradesh
where the chief minister can-
not be arraigned before the

Lok Ayukt (an ombudsman) on -

the grounds of corruption. "1
do not want to change it be-
cause the Congress will haul
me over the coals and not al-
low me to do any work,” said
NTR in defence of exception.

I did ask Deva Gowda

whether Hegde wanted to be ..
chief minister eand

the
whether the fracas that broke
out on the day of the election
of the legislature party chief

* Deliberate tampering or

loss of ID cards by negligence
to be made punishable.

* Unavoidable/accidental
loss of the ID card must be Te-
ported to the nearest pofice
station.

must have the
available:

* All

stay else-
it must be carried

* Person staying/working
away from the place where he
ter his place of stay/work with
the nearest police station.

-mmmmm
treatment in hos-
pitals etc. must be

and wants New Delhi

- that

velopment process. A first
development programme has
6 be undertaken that will

t

ucational administrators,

teachers. and students at all

levels. cannot but have an im-
on primary education

:
.
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NTR's party expected to re-
peat the assembly performance
in the Lok Sabha election. It is.
however. too carly to predict.
One f[actor against the
Congress (I) is that its leaders
in the two, states are demor-
alised. "1 did so much work in
the last two years and still the
peopie turned against me.
said Vijay Bhaskar Reddy.
Veerappa Moily's story in
Karnataka is somewhat differ-
ent because he came to power
late and was all the time ha-
rassed by dissidence. More
than the demoralisation of
leaders is the fact
have ceased to
trust the Congress. The gods
who fail seldom retrieve faith. |
could see that from the de-

serted look that the Congress

of ministers wore. The
Congress would need a second
birth.

made of his identity card num
ber.

¢ All issue of ticket for
journey by rail /road /air 1o be
made after recording the ID
card numbers in the tickets.

* Holder of the card must
receive positive and not nega-
tive response from the law en
foreing agencies. ~

~  The above is only a few ol

the numerous uses the authort
ties may make out of the en:

“tity cards to our citisens and if

properly explained and en.
sured. our general sense of re-

sponsibility. improvemen! of
law and order situation. in fact
the general accountability
which is so missing nowadays
could be restored

Col My2a Shqfi (Rt
Poarsar. Diwodn



