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Pedestr jans
(background' at Topkhana Road in the city dunng hartal

hours yesterday
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for Hctthml u:ul-ﬂ a neutral,
carelaker administration.

Clashes between police and
pickeis took place in Mirpur,
Farmgate and Nawabpur areas
while bombs were exploded iIn
many areas including Moha-
mmadpur., Mirpur., Azimpur,
Gulistan. Motijhéel. Jatrabari
and Tejgaon.

In Mirpur. clashes started
when pickets attacked a BRTC
bus plying under police guard
at about 10 am. The pickets
pelted sthnes at the bus and
police lobbed several tear gas
shells to disperse them

In, Farmgate area, a police
van was attacked by pickels
when police picked up two
persons at about 10.30 am.
Police deployed in nearby ar-
eas rushed o the spot and
dispersed the attackers

A police van came under
bomb attack by pickets in
Nawabpur area. Police chased
them away and picked up lour
people.

Police arrested one person
from Topkhana Road at about
11.15 am after he was injured
in a bom:b blast following a rally

Hartalsend.251mured

e

foliow ing a bumb explusion

— Star photo

organised by the Chhatra
League. ‘student front of the
Awami League. Police alleged
that the youngman — Mizanur
Rahman — was injured when
the bomb he was carrying with
him. exploded.

All modes of vehicles stayed
off the strects. excepl a small
number of rickshaws Some
BRTC double-deckers were,
however, found plying under
police escort.

During the hartal hours a
mortorbike was set afire by
pickets in Moghbazar area
Some rickshaws were also
damaged in somne of the arcas

Private offices, educational
institutions. business houses
and markets remained closed

during the hartal poviod
Government offices and banks,
however, remained open

Life returned normalcy al
most one and a hall hour be-
fore the scheduled end of the
hartal at 2 pm.

Processions were brought
out al various places in the city
in support of the hartal. The
processionists also held brief
rallies demanding resignation
nf Lhe prrstnl gmrrnnrm

Joint statement |
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Affairs ol the United Kingdom
of Greal Britain and Nnrlhern
Ireland, Dougias Hurd, MP.
mark ihe latiers currem vmﬂ
lo Bangladesh

The joint statement said
that a number of regional, hu-
manitarian and human rights
issues, including repatriation
of the Myanmar refugees from
Bangladesh, the water sharing

problems with India. the
repatriation process of the
Bangladesh tribal . refugees

from India to three hill dis-
tricts of Bangladesh and repa-
triation of the stranded
Pakistanis from Bangladesh Lo
Pakistan came up for discus-
sion.

It added that the British
Foreign Secretary said that so-
lutions to these issues, recog-
nising the legitimate interests
of each party. would accelerate
the process of regional coop-
eration and development.

The two sides, the joint
statement said, reviewed the
situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina
and emphasised the need for a
peaceful, negotiated settlement
of the dispute.

They underlined the valu-

able work being done by
UNPROFOR, to which both
counltries provide sizeable

cantingents whose safety is
naturally of great concern.

The joint statement said
the British Foreign Secretary
paid a courtesy call on the
Prithe Minister.

The statement said that the
British Foreign Secretary had a
meeting with the Finance
Minister during which they
‘discussed matters concerning
British ecanemic cooperation
with Bangladesh and also
signed two agreements relat
ing to British akd to the energy

and communication sectors of

i

Bangladesh.

The joint statement saild
that the British Foreign
Secretary called on the

Bangladesh Foreign Minister

and they held discussions on
maltters of mutual interest,

At the official talks bilateral,
regional and international is-
sues of mutual concern were
discussed,

The Foreign Minister ex-
pressed Bangladesh govern-
ment's appreciation for the
cooperation and assistance
extended by Britain towards
the development efforts of

Bangladesh.

The Bangladesh side ex-
plained the developments In

the South, Asian Assoclation for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC)

aimed . at promoting under-

standing and cooperation

.among the member countries.

The British side expressed sal-

—

isfaction with the progress
achieved so far by the SAARC
and wished the organisation all
sutcess in its future acuivities.

The two sides. the joints
statement added. expressed
the view Lhal contact and ex-
change of visitls between the
officials and leaders of the
SAARC and the European
Union should cantinue lor de-
velopment of mutually benefi-
cial cooperation between the
two orgamusations.

The Bangladesh side wel-
comed the positive develop-
ments in Northern [reland to-
wards achieving a permanent
solution to the existing prob-
lem. acceptable to all parties
concerned.

The British Foreign
Secretary. who was accompa-
nied by his wife Mrs Judy
Hurd. J Vereker, the Perma-
nent Secretary of the British
Overseas Development Ad-
ministration (ODA) and senior
officials of the foreign and
Commonwealth office, laid a
wreath at the Jatiya Smritl
Shoudha at Savar. commemo-
rating the martvrs of the
Liberation War.

Hurd also visited some
British-aided projects at Par
batipur

The British Foreign Secre-

tary extended an invitation to -

the Hangladesh Forelgn Minis-
ter to visit Britain at a mutually
convenient date which the
latter accepled, the joint state-
ment said.

The Briush Foreign Secre-
lary leaves Dhaka for Calcutta
this morning ending his three
day visit to Bahgladesh.

Hurd tells PM
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Hurd assured that on return
home he would encourage his
coullry's Investors Lo Increase
investment in Bangladesh in
order to lurther strengthen
bilateral economic coopera-
tion.

Begum Zia apprised the
British Minister of the mea-
sures undertaken by her gov-
ernment for strengthening the
economy and creating favo-
urable conditions for In-
vestinent .

"Due to theeneasures,” said
the Prime minister, "Bangla-
desh is now contributing about
38 per cent to the country's
annual development progra-
mme from its own resources.”

She told Hurd that the gov-
ernment had taken up a strong
privatisation programme to
flourish the market economy.
"A congenial environment for
overseas investment has been
created by pursuing right eco-
nomic policies that made the
country's macro-economic
condition stable.” she sl
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"lice custody as

police custody
last year
By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Human
Rights Commission (BHRC)
vesterday Claimned  on the basis
of news reporis and ils own
investigation that 43 persons
died in police custody and dif-
ferent jails i the country from
January | te December 31
| 994

According to the BHRC re
port released 1o Lthe press yes
werday 12 died in police cus
tady and 31 at diflerent jaifls

Some 20 persons died and
67 were injured i liring by
police and the BDHR

Over 2500 propiec were in
jured due w0 polige lathic harge
during ralbes processions and
demonstrations Last year

The BHR( said death in po
lice custody is a severe breach
of human rights

Although there 1s a4 demno
cratically elected overnment
the number of deaths due to
police repression increased in
] 994 as against in the previowus
years.” the report alleged.

Chairman of the BHRC
Justice KM Sobhfn and secre
tary general Akram Hossain
Chowdhury expressed their
deep concern over intreasing
deaths in police custody and
demanded that the pames of
the police personnel respon
sible for the deaths be pub.
lished and they be punished

The report gives the thana
wise hreakup of deaths in po
Magura- .
Paikgacha | Goainghat- |, San-
dwip- 1, Bagharpara |. Mirpur
I, and 3 persons under Khil.
khet thana of Dhaka and
Babupur of Bogra

Another 31 persons dlﬂi in
jailg in the lollowing places.
Dhaka Central Jail 5, Svihet- |
Madaripur- 1 Chittagong 1. Je
ssore- | . Jhalakathi 2. Barisal
Habiganj, Rangpur Magura
Patuakhali., Dinajpur and
Narshingdi- | person each. and
Rajshahi and Bandarban jails —

2 persons each

Opposition
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retary Zillur Rahman an-
nounced the programme al a
rally at Bangabandhu Avenue
The AL will also hold a rally at
the same venue on January 10
to mark the home-coming day
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman.

Jativa Pany secretlary gen-
eral Khaledur Rahman Tito an-
nounced the : at a
rally at the south gate of Baitul
Mukarram Mosque, while Ja-
maal secretary general Moula
na Matiur Rahman Nizami
made the announcement at the
north gate of the mosque

AL rally
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city vesterday evening

"Agitations like hartals will
not be needed il the govern
ment accepls the Opposition
demand for elections under a
non-party, neutral and care-
taker government”. he said
adding Party Chief Sheikh:
Hasina had made this clear
much earlier.

Referring to the Prime
Minister's pledge to abide by
the provisions of the
Constitution. Samad Azad said.
“If you (PM) mean so. then the
present Parliament is to be
dissolved withn 90 days from
the day it lost its legitimacy
from the political. constiu
tional and moral poinis of
view",

The AL leader reiterated
their pledge 1o realise the
Opposition demand through
agitation if the ruling party
faifled to r1esolve the crisis

peacefully.

Chaired by a city AL leader
Momir Hossain Khan, the rally
was also addressed by party
presidium members Tofael
Ahmed, Amir Hossain Amu,
Quamruzzaman and other cen-
tral leaders including Abdul
Jalil, Prof Abu Sayeed, Obaidul
Kader, KM Jahangir, Dr.
Moslafa Jalal Mohiuddin. Abdul
Mannan and cily unit leaders
Mofazzal Hossain Choudhury
Maya and others. |

Tofael Ahmed said the
Prime Minister did not an-
nounce her readiness to resign
ahead of the next general
elecions even until the: last
minute negotiation belween
the Government and the
Opposition to avert the en
masse resignation of MPs. She
did not even specify her plan
Lo resign in her address Lo the
nation, Tofael said. But the
ruling party leaders were. now
claiming that the PM had an-
nounceéd this. he said. “It's an
attempt to befool the people.”
he added. -

Amir Hossain Amu said that
they would remove the BNP
government through continued
agitation il it failed to accept
the Opposition demand,

Zillur Rahman, announcing
a fredh agitation prugrummt
said no repression by thergov
ernment could stop them
going ahead for realising the
demand for a caretaker admin-
istrajion,

Abdul Jalil called upon the
Al workera to mobilise the
masses for the Opposition agl-
Lation.

i

Irem the existing

Ihe eveming chill forced many to seek the warmth of a bonfire in the city vesterday

— Star prm:-

'ECNEC (;kays Tk 138lcr

family planning project

The Executive Cnmmitlee
of the National Ecomomic
Coungll (ECNEC) yesterday ap
proved a family planning wel-
fare project at a cost of Tk
|38 crore. reposis UND

The approval came Al a
meeting with Flnance Minister
M Satfur Rahman in the chair
at the Secreiariat cabinet
OO

The project s heduled (0 be
comnpieied by 997 08 mchiude
a forewgn exchangs commpos il
of Th 442 crove

(M the total Tk 211 crore
with loreign exchange compo
netil of Th B8 crore woulld be
spetil for the project in the
currerit fiscal year (1994-9%)

The project aimed at um
provement of family planning
scrvice, maternal and child

health care by strengthening’

the family planning institutions
al the Neld level Reducing
morality rate of mothers trom
56 10 4.5 per cent and nlams
110 wo 8O
per 1000 is alse under the
project agenda

The FONEC meeting also
ipproned two ol her projects —

One shot dead
by rivals in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG Jan 4 One
personn was allegedhy shot dead
here this marnang by hus nvals
due o a land dispute. police
saii]

Tapan Kumar Chowdhury
1400 died on wayv 1o haspital as
he was fired upon wath a gun
bv his rivals in Patharghata
arca of the ciny

Tapan was attacked while
e was supenvising 4 Consunuc
unon work on the dgputed
(RTh

Meanwhile Kotwali police
in 4 raxd on a residential hotel
a' Nondankanan thas aftermoon
arrested four persons along
with arms

Those arrestied are Aungsu
altas Tutul. Azmal Khan. Hafi-
zur Rahman and Polash Pal

Police said. they were ar-
reste] when they were prepar-
g 1o conunt! «rmminal acts.

the imegrated food assisted

rural development projeci and
construction of 4 white ol

siorage tanks at the Eastern
Refinery Limited (ERL)

The Th 112 crore inte
grated rurdl development pro
ject is almed a1 constructing
1200 km rural growth cenires
iBatar) econnecting roada
throughout the country. M is
acheduled W the completed by
1997 98 and nvolved a loreign
exchange component of Tk 10
crore

Four white oil storage lafiks
at the ERL will be construcied
al a cost of Th 156 erore involy
ing foreign exchange compo

nent of Tk 7 erore by
December 95 Lhe meeling
decided

Each of the tanks will have
a storage capacity of | 1000
metric tons. increasing Lhe
overall storage capacity of the
ERL by 44 000 metrie Lons
said an official handout.

10 hurt as BCL
rivals clash
in Habigan)

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Jan 4: Ten per
sons were injured i a clash
between 1wo rnival groups of
the Bangladesh Chhaira League
(S-P) in the Chunarughat Go
vernmnent College of Habigan|
district today

The groups Kknown
Rahim and Taher group used
lethal weapons dunng the half
an hour clash on the college
campus while observing the

S

founding arniuversan ol BCL.
Hasina
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former Leader of the

Opposition who led a uass
resignation ol the opposition
MPs on December 28 over the
caretaker governmernt issue
She urged the people not (o
give in to any threat and ad
vance the current struggle to

_ its logical end.

Janakantha

otlice attacked

By Staff Correspondent

A group of unrdly youths at-
tacked the Daily Janakantha
office Iin Motijhesl &l noon yes
terday. prolesting the publica-
tion of a news tem on the
‘defection of 17 Jatiya Party
MPs" in the paper's January 3
(LT 3 :

According o wilnesses 1he
atlack was made from a pire
cesston brought outs from (the
Natiomnal Press Chab alber o rally
of the Jativa VParty

Bome of the processionists,
while going te Ihe Shapla
Saquare, pelted stones a1 the
Japakantha office and Lried Lo
hreak the lock of the collapsi
bile giste

Alpnnt 10 « rackers were also
ex ploded

Podite rushed to Lthe apol
and managed 1o disperse the
processtanists who were
chanting slogans demanding
the release of deposed presi
dent Ershad, resignation of the
predent goverpment and elec
wens under a neulral, care-
laker adnumistration.

Some window-panes of the
office were damaged. but there
was o report ol any njury

No case was [Hed
Conbection el her

Salam
Frimio Page | ol M

legal complications

Citing the opinion ol legal
experts and seyeral recent
press reports. he said. They
have shown the right way.  He
dechmed Lo elabourate

He said the BNP would de-
cide 1ts next course of acuon
after the Speaker gives his de-
cistlon aboul the resignation
letiers

Talukdar leaves for his
Jamalpur constituency today
for three dayvs., During his ab-
sence trom the capital other
ranking party leaders would
handle the situaton. he added.

Responding to a question if
some Jatiya Parly leaders were
likely to join the BNP. he said.
Some of the senior leaders of
the JP have contacied us. ex-
pressing the desire to join the
BNP

Shahjahan Siraj, MP and
Amanullah Aman. MP were
present during Talukdar s con-
versauon with the rf';.-riht':-'..

this

& hrrhen volunteers take cover near the presidential palace 1in Grozny during heavy mmhal,s
for control of the Chechen capital Tuesday. Russian forces have abandoned the city centre, i

ruins, leaving about 100 bodies strewn in the streets.

Bombing of Grozny
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atlack on Tuesday (hat left four
residents dead and seven
wounded.

The villagers, who belong to
the Melkhi ethnic group. said
two Sukhol lighter-bombers
accompanied by three hell-
coplers swooped over the sel
tlement and fired rockets
without warning onto a muddy
main street where a family was
walking.

Killed instantly were a 42-
year-old woman and her
daughters, one 22 and the
other 18 Another woman
walking with them also was
killed., Seven others were
wounded.

“There was no reason for
this at all. We're all peaccful
people. not a single rebel. not
a single fighter,” said one wit-

ness, Malmkhan Tsalsjev
There have been several in
cidents in whiclk villapgers and
refugees were killed for no ap
parent reason since Yelisin
launched the attack on Che
chnva on Dec. 11. A convov of
refugees was atlacked in mid
December. and two olher
villages were hit In the last two

. days

In one of the altacks
Tuesday, a Russian legislator
said 100 people were killed
when Russian planes hombed
the town pf Shali, 30 kilome-
ters southeast of Grozny, ac
cording to a report by com
mercial Moscow Echo radio

The report said (he local
hospital was destroved and
several bombs exploded in the
town's marketplace.

——

"AIDS cases cross |

— AFP photo

. -
I million mark
(;ENEVA. Jan 4. The num
hwr of declared AIDS cases has
four the first time gone over the
ome millon mark, a figure that
represents a 20-per cenmt in

crease in the last year. the
World Health Organisation
(WHI) said on Tuesday. re
poris AFP

As of December 31
1 25 073 cases of the

Acquired Immune Deficiency
Svndrome have Been recorded
since the disease waa first de-
tected in the late 19708
But the organfsation be

fieves that more than 4.5 mfl

lion adults and children actu

ally carry the deadly virus and
are not represented in official
ligmres because of incomplete

* slatistics in various counines
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Contact group on Bosnia
meets in Bonn today

BONN. Jan 4. The [ive leading powers secking a pelitical
solution 1o the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina will meet in Bonn

Thursday to discuss how to further the peace process, the

German Foreign Ministry said today The coatract
states — Britain. France. Germany. R:.u-a
Etlh:l—rﬂllmrﬂilmhtlmllu
agreed ceasefire 1o consider what steps
continue the process of political efforts for

reports AFP.

Israeli soldiers kill 4

-
- . -

Palestinians

JERUSALEM. Jan 4.

Palestmians in the West Bank village of Beit
Ramaliah today- Imm“rmmd. They

in WB

soldiers

3 die n city
incidents
By DMCH Correspondent

Usie peisuin was Killed in a
road accident. two others

Irmnﬂ"ltfd suicide and a mi-

nor @irl was raped in the city
yesterriay

Abul Kalam. 30 was seri-
pusly injured Tuesday night
when a motor cycle ran owver
himn near Kawran Bazar He
died at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (IDMCH) at
10-15 am yesterday

A mal Josna. 25 commil
ted suicide early yesterday
morning st her master s house
al Matuail under Demra thana
e cause of her committing
sucide could nol be imime

ately ascertained

Jamela 25 wile ol one
Lalmia commitied sigicicde by

hanging hersell (rom the ceil
ing of & room with a bedahest
at Amtola, Savar, lor unknown
rEand s

A nine-year old child
Hosne Ara, wap kidnapped and
raped by one unidentified
youlh at the old  alrport
prenidses yesierday allernoon

Hosne Ara, a student of
€ lass one, was returning home
al Sheorapara slum from Esho
Part Primary School at | pm
when the youth grabbed and
louvk her to the old airpon

She was admitied in a criti-
il condition o the DMCH in

lie EVeTing.

Gano Forum
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points: including (he relin-
guishment of power by Lhe ex-

pattern of an interim cabinet.

for the nation as all hopes
were aborted due to the rais-
ing of certain points of dis-
agreement which could have
been resolved with a little per-
severance and goodwill.” the
party said.

in the appeal. the Gano
Forum also said once the res
ignations of the members of
Parliament become effective,
there would be the need to
hold elections. New issues and
sources of discord would arise
as some would press for by-
elections and others for a gen-
eral election. it pointed out.

'We would, in that situation,
urge a general election under
an acceplable framework... but
without agreemeni on amn ac-
ceptable framework. Lthe na-
tion would ence more be faced
with deadlock and crisis.” the
party said. - .

The continuing crisis in
terms of increasing instability
and political confrontation
would undermine the national
economy and pose a grave

threat Lo nascent democracy .

and the Constitution. the
statement Gano Forum added.

Press confce

i stabilitv and progress.
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companies would not want (o

miss the opportunily if there
was continued economic

Douglas Hurd, who Ileaves
Dhaka tomorrow after a three-
day official visit. said he had
talks with Foreign Minister
Mostafizur Rahman and a joint

| communique would be issued,

carrving the details. He said he
was looking lorward to meet-
ing the Prime Minister later in
the dav. vesterday

Hurd. referring to Bosnia.
said he had discussions with
the Foreign Minister and
wanted cessation of hestilities
for a durable settiement. He
mentioned that both Bangla
ilesh and Britain had sizeable
contingents in Bosnia.

Replying to a question about
a negotiated settlement. Hurd
said. 'In Bosnia. Britain is per-
forthing. Bangladesh is per
forming. Many others say. but
de not perform’

At the outset of the brief
pre'sa conference. the British
Foreign Secretary in his re
marks said he found his trip to
Bangladesh very fascinating
and productive. He said he was
also impressed by the hard
wotk and sense of commit
memt of the people involved in
deterrent projects. Hurd. par
ticularly referred o ODA-aided
projects in Parbatipur that he
visited yesterday morning

British High Commisstoner
to Bangiddesh Peter J Fowler

was also present al the preas

conference

isting cabinet and the broad

It was indeed a musiortune .
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for & stronger agitation because
of religious [estivals like the
Biswa literna and Shab-i- Barat
this monih

The new action progfamme
inciudes processions through-
out the couniry from January
Il o 13 mass contact (ours
on January 14 and 15, a torch
processions on January 18 and
a rail-road biockade across the
cougitry om Jamsary |9

The JP secreifry general
urged the Prime Minister (o
sit with the Opposition to dis-
cuss the of her resig-
nation si she had to
resign. as stated in ad-
dress to the nation on the first
f L
g tw% warned the JP
woulld resist any move of the
governmeni to hold ‘farcical
elections by Kkeeping the
mainstream Opposition. out of
the polls. The government will
have to hand over power 0 a
canretaker administration for
hosdelinng elections. e asseried

Razia Faiz said the govern-
meitdl could net the
Opposition agitation by hatch-
Ing any conspiracy of resorting
i |-r|_n*r||.mu

20 hurt in clash
near Aricha Ghat

MANIKGANJ, Jan 4: AL least
20 people were injured, four
seriously. in a clash between
workers ol a motor-transporn
company and some armed
nilscreants. about omse km
south of Aricha Ghat here to-
day. reports UNB.

Sericusly injured people
admitted 1o the Manikgan)
Sadar Hospital and the rest
were released afler first-aid.

Eye wilnesses said a group
of 20 armed miscreant, who
were travelling by a boat. at-
tacked an Aricha-bound boat
loaded with catte in the nver
Jamuna this afternoon and
compelled the driver of the
cargo Lo unioad those at South
Shibalava near Anicha Ghat.

Jamaat
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13. mass contact from Jan 14-
15 and demwonstrations on Jan
18.

Nizami said the people have
given their verdict in favour of
the Opposition demand fog
elections under a caretaker
government by observing half-
day hartal in last three days.

The Jamaat Secretary Gene-
ral warned that the Opposition |
would crippie the BNP govern-
mernt if the demand was not
et

Referring te the Prime
Minister's speech regarding
her resignation 30 days ahead
of the election. he said she
should have come up with this
propogal much earlier. "This
government has never acted
timely”. he observed.

He said the Prime Minister
must make specific proposal if
she has the good intention to
resolve ' the current poltu::al
Crisis.

City Jamaat president ATM
Azharul Islam presifled owver
the ing. also addressed by
party leaders Mohammad
Kamruzzaman, Abdul Kader
Mollah. Sheikh Ansar Ali and
Saiful Alam Khan Milon

Rice prices
cerned. this parboiled rice is
likely toe come from Pakistan.
India. Myanmar and \ietnam.

Market moniters believe
that the recent price hike of
rice could easily be averted if
steps. such as withdrawal of
import dutv. government
curementi through local ten-
ders and OMS operations were
taken in time

A shortfall in the rice sup-
plyv was apprehended when a
prolonged drought affected
aman production in the north-
ern region. but the authorities
failed to correctly assess the
situation then sald an expert

Well pMaced sources im the
governiment sani that the min
istries of Food and Mture
differed on the scale of the
likelv shaortfall due to de-
creased aman  production

The Food ministry n
October predicvied a 30 per
cent shortfall i avsan produc
thon while the Agriculture min
islry saiki t would not exveed
v oper cemt

And this coentreveray

caused the delay n taking
thnely mweasures @ avert the
price hike. " salkd a sowrve in
the Food ministry

A



