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How Crime-prone We are

A murder in every three and a half hours, a da-
coity almost with the same and a mug-
_ging in every two hours and 15 minutes. So a sto-
, cataloguing the cpime rates. No one cou-
Emnmudllhﬁutshcwumbeaﬂory
from the other side of the Atlantic. Washington

D.C. and New York share the infamous record of

having the highest crime rate in the werld. Coun-

trywise. therefore, a serious crime in gvery two
or three hours is quite an alarming rate. Sho-
ckingly enough. the crime rates give a trucg‘
ture of how Bangladesh fared crime-wise in 1 *

Over just a year serious crimes like dacoity..
murder and mugging have registered two to four

-fold rise. Socio-political stability has a lot to do |
. with the rise in crime ineidents. There is no sign
that 1995 will bring that stability and hence
there is every likelihood of this year's crimes
overtaking the past year's tally.

In a situation like this how is the administra- |
tion bracing itself to meet the challenges of the
anti-social forces? Overly preoccupied with poli-
tics no government can fully concentrate on
soctal justice and the law.and order situation.
This has hapﬁned last year and signs are clear
the same will be the case this year also. If the rate
of crimes goes up further, one wonders if the
place will be livable at all.

Poljtical bankruptcy is mainly to blame for this
indifference to the social order. A political con
sensus is urgently needed to deal with the threat.
But in our present political situatton such a con
sensus is hardly to come about. Should we then
submit to the irrational muscle power? Perhaps
not. There are ways to get out of this social mess
Strong social movements and bodies can be a
right answer to the problem.

e -
Close-to-life Films
~ Information Minister Shamsul kslam has obvi-
ously opted to play safe in talking about our na-
tion's exertions in the film medium. He has pre-
ferred to play for the umpteenth time the old old
record about the need of making close-to-life —
Jjibon-ghonishtho — films and the government's
pledge to support this was repeated in toto to
boot. Mr Islam is Known as having general inter-
est in various aspects of culture and is as such ex-
pected to possess well-formed ideas about what
passes for-films in our country. He knows only too
well that this particular group. the film produc-
ers and distributors and others having their fin-
gers in the pie, ar¢ not going to heed any
dharmer kahini. {

Successive governments have co-operated even
as accomplices and abettors in the more than
criminal operations mounted perennjally on our
culture and arts through celluloid. k at the
costumes and the setting. the subject matter and
the period, the mainstream Bangladeshi film is

 something very truly out of this world. While
down te the village bazars there is a plethora of
bluefilm parlours to whet the thirst for erotica in
a repressed-sex society, a much wider clientele is |
fed on visual™Tarcotics through the regular and
above-board cinema houses. thanks to the multi-
faceted collaboration of the government.

This is stranger than a hundred entries in the
Ripley book that you can buy everything produced
everywhere in the world through our fast conver-
sion to the market economy, films continue to be
protected wholly not through a tariff wall but by
outright banning of foreign films. And the films
that trickle down through the wage-earner's hole
are sex-and-violence killers of culture. The ban
and the wage-earner's filth combine to cook if
the worst anti-people poison ever concocted in
all history. How can Mr Islain hope to have jibon-
ghonishtho films ever in Bangladesh without ever
doing away with both? He doesn't hope really. He
only repeats the old official chant. -

The Jinxed Box

At home BTV ig a much maligned butt of deri-
sion if not jeer. Across the border it is, however,
the name of a rather popular daily show in the !
Bangali-speaking zones of India. One can readily
get at the catch. BTV is not only Bangladesh Tele-
vision, it is, unlike Doordarshan. Bangla Televi-
sion or Bangali TV. Next, it shows rather gene-
rously canned western material, specially exciting
serials, which one cannot have on the Indian TV .

. No, it is not that BTV is scoring without having

any real merit. Although it has recently-taken a

sorry plunge. the BTV plays, particularly the se-

rial ones have been attracting vast audiences ever

since the commissioning of its studios at the fag-

end of '64. Good or bad in content and soeial or

artistic significance, BTV always had an edge as*
far as presentation was concerned. The Dhaka

show's were much more dynamic than the
Calcutta programmes — sedate and uninteresting
and a little to schoolmasterish. |

The recent fall in the BTV's programme quality
comes in tandem with the phenomenal spread of

the dish antenna — the two threatening to wean
away for ’gr?d the nationwide audience so long
‘tied down to’ the national TV. Although belatedly,
BTV has reacted to this development positively
and is introducing not only new and more inter-
esting items but effecting a change in the overall
presentation of programmes making these still
more lively. Already the special shows on
Rabindrasangeet and Adhunik gaan are showing
much innovation and all round touch of talent.
Specially in the use of the camera, costumes,
colour and movement. We are certain, given the
right quantum of artistic and intellectual free-
dom, our talents at the back and in front of the
camera have the capacity in them to beat all
challenges to show quality and popularity.

But when fhat freedom will be here, that's a
million-dollar question. None too soon, for sure.
And contributor number one to BTV's growing
un ty is the predomirrafiee of dry, almost
dead, chunks of unabashedly overt programmes of
political propaganda with no pretensions to show
quality whatsoever. How can a fettered BTV fight
the onset of a whole world of free TV pro-
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ANLIER | plehded Lhal

winice money is going o

rule, al _the time of the
next  election. it cannot be
iree and therefore not fair, in
spite of the best of caretaker
goverpment. a strong. inde-
pendent Election Commission
and whatever legal safeguards
are adepted between now and
the next gjection season i
|

And, That meney will rule
because ol poverty. 1l is true
that we have been poor in the
past, but there were elections
when money could not pull it
out in favour of those who werp
moneyed. Remember 1954 or
19717 but those elections in-
volved vital guestions of our
basic rights o v in a country
ol extreme incqualities. Ui-~
mately elections did not re-
solve the issue we lought and
secured our Iindependent
Bangladesh
Now in this highly homoge

neous. one language one cul-
ture and overwhelmingly one
refigion country. ssues involv
ing sur basic nghts o live will
hardly ever come up for decl
sion through the ballot. It
could hapgen In an auwlocracy
but the resolution would come
!hrm;ﬂ‘fntani oiher than the
ballky box [t can be safely con-
cluded that for the foreseecabie
future, change o government
shiould be feasible through the
democratic means of election
where the role of money. sim-

ply because ol cour poverty,
would continue to remain de
Cisive

So long we remain poor. we
will continuwe to live (h a soc)
etv ol unequals where neither
freedom will laste nor fairness
inrv;ﬂi However can we be
poor bul a demexralie sockiy?

Free and Fair Election

———————————————————————— e ——— e —————————————————————————————————
mm‘ﬂuﬂulﬂﬁ#d-nﬂnﬁn doubt the struggle for a democratic society. However, if in the

Mﬁl

society is lost — we are doomed for good.

No, it canngl be since poverty
is not shared by all.
Democracy, like charity,
must begin at home. Our mul-
tiple standards ‘within the
household is the beginning of
the breakdown of the freedom
and fairness for which the
sireets are full of demonstra-
tons as well as Injured politi-
cal leaders [thank God! by sub-
ber bullets only). We practically
shackle our women in chains,
force the daughters (Lo give up
their education and put chains
around them through marriage
al an early age. The mother
never gets the largest piece of
the flish even though being
pregnant she needs it most.

We are most undemocratic
in owur attitudes within house-
holds. We have no qualms
about beating up osr maids and
servantis_ If the {ather is the au-
wcral within the household
the boss would tend (o be the
same in the office. The gov-
ernment and the politics of
the country cannaot be different
either

. Inequalities

Out in the sireets. the
inequalities are so obvious
Taxes on the cars have been
lowered so that fortunate few
can aflord them. sireerts are
¢ leared of rickshaws a0 that
cars can move [aster while
the number of buses retnain
jrw as usiual Pleass obaerve the
sminal!  buses plying betweeh
Coulistan and Mirpur — their

cellings are so low that one
cannot stand straight — you
have to crouch all the while. to
and from office or work, six
days a week. | do not igpow il
political leaders are aware of
the fact that there are many
who cannot afford even the bus
fares; they walk every -working
day from Mirpur Motijheel
to earn their . They reach
their work place in spite of
hartals. They need work. They
have got to earn a living and
hartals tend 1n denv them
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their daily bread

The gross inequalities in
our society cannot be removed
overnight. Nefther It can be
done through politics alone.
First and foremost, what is
required for equity and
democracy I8 sustained eco-
nomic growth for at least the
next two decades at eight to
10 per cent per annum. And,
this has (o come largely
through foreign Iinvesiment
and export manufacturing. But
theae two should he ruled out
il hartals and stoppage of work
berosne a routine affair

The number of working
davys within a year 1IN
Hangladesh is coeinted to be

oither countries experiencing
rapid economic growth. Uniess
we can ensure 900 working
shifts per anmum. manufactur-
ing wouwld not be competitive
in spite ol low wage rates.

These are t consider-
ation of national priority. Un-
forfunately, certain self-inter-
ests are working against the
nat interests. On” the
ot her , if there is popular
support in favour of hartals.
then ket there be o coercion

VW ON ASIA
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arl et us see how manv shops
and [actories remain closed
Hartals mean rickshaw-pullers
musi go hungry. since there is
no demand for their services
even if they are allowed to ply

“No body has any t to shut
down the najional economy.
not even the government. un-
fortunately <t is not a criminal
offence though consequences
of hartals tend to be adverse
for the economy of the nation.

Recall 1971, Bangabandhu only
gave the command on Tth
March and the entire nation
followed. It was sparntgneous
If the feelings of the\ people
are the same in lavour of care’
taker governmeni — Lhe way

——

economy  whose prospects
ook pretty bright at this point
in time. | . :

The opposition is ‘legi-
timately’ concerned that

following the infamous Magura
incident. the party in power

time of the election 1996.

Yet. it must not lead to any sit-
uation which might adversely

damental

- Because of hartals. basically
the medes of political protests
being practised loday. the
scope of the civil society is

griling restricted everydav. W
the doctor. living in Lalmatia,
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Why More Divisions— Why Not Effective Local Government

by Faruq Mayeenuddin

HILE people of difle
ernl districis are
intensifying thetr mo

vernent lor separate Divisions,
povernment s learmt o have
decided o creale seven more
Divisions thus dividing the
couniry into iwelve
adininistrative units. Out ol the
proposed ones, Sylhet has al-
ready been upgraded as a
Division. The proposed new
Livisions, reportedly. will be
Comilla, Bogra. HMHLT.

and

Faridpur., Rangpur
Noak hali

The new Divisions will have
total 65 officers and stafl in-

cluding those of pohce adimin:
istration. The Divisiviial
( omunssoner wiltli e ramnk
abpd Sladus o 4 bl Sacietary
will have a privale secreian,
A Additional and "o Al
Croynmissinners i1t lus ofler
Wiy 4. liulii hu:thll'd
Empimya s, Qi Lhe other band
f11 1l |l lt\ngr thers will
be an Asste Police Super under
the Depulv lnspector General
with tlititeen other members
e the police admmusiration.
Aflter miplementation ot the
abowe propousals ol Mushfious
Commillee for admunistrative
reforin such will be the struc-
ture al a Divisional headquar-
ler

in the present setup the

YL

"district is a self sufficient ad-

ministrative unit with the
Deputy Commissioner (DC) at
its apex. who runs the admin-
istration with a three pronged
official entity. Firstly. the DC is
the eollector of all types of
govi. revenue and receivabies.

| as such his office is also called

the Collectorate. Secondly. he
holds the magistracy of the
district, and thus he is the
Magistrate. And thirdly, as he
looks afier and harmonizes all
types of administrative and de-
velopment work of " the dis-
trict. he is the Commissioner.’
In a nutshell. DC is the
supreme authority of a district
in the matters of administra-
tion. 1t is. therefore. under-
stood that in the existing
functional obligation of the dis-
lrict adnunistration. 1here are

Not unw 1 wtope lor any nther
machinery at the Incal level to

e more associated with peo-
ple In ternins of develuopmnent
and other péople oriented
works.

In the light of the above
functions of the district
administration, what may then
be funcuons of a Divisional
headquarter? It Is clear. a
Commissioner of a Division,
that consists of some districts,
conlrols and harmonizes the

"woirks of the DCs. But in a«ldi-
. oo

e e

administiative

- F o s - ——

Yelisin himself had signed a
decree on December 8,1991
proclaiming the dissolution of
the USSR. As a result all the
republics of the former Soviet
Union automatically got sepa-
rated from each other and be-
came independent.

~ We are surprised and
shocked why the Russian
President did not send troops
to breakaway republics of
Esthonia. Latvia and Lithuania
and now why on the one hand
he is shedding crocodile tears
and on the other hand he is
shedding the blood of thou-
sands in Chechnya?

We strongly condemn the
double-faced policy of Boris
Yeltsin and demand immediate
withdrawal of the Russian
troops from Chechnya. We feel
that after the end of the ecold
war the Russian invasion of
Chechnya is a threat to world

powet and lunctions of DG the

S Commissioner does nol need

Lo exercise any other functions
oti and over Lthe formesr's The
offices of the Commissioners,
however, are entrusted (o
work as the a ate office
over the DCs office in the
matlers ol gny land dispule
oulside 1ne civil ecourt To
make the concept more clear
it can be illustrated in the ol
lowing manner: In case ol
sone complicacy or dispulr on
land matters, AC (Land) office

of (his <ountry mare
decentralization sheould, have
been advocaled for o have a
people -oriented :
administration Butl how far
this sort of centralization of
administration by ecrealing
more Divislons would be .
tive — that gquestion needs (o
be reviewed agairn.

We have so [ar witnessed a

number of rehearsals of decen
tralization during dillerent

extend their support if the ex-
wting movememt for Divisions
could be turned intguneaning
ful demand for establishing
modern hospitals, vocational
trathing institules, dairy and
poultry training cenires,
hatchery. local resources based
indusiries etc . in the distnels
or Lhana headquarters. Not
only people could be the direct
beneficiaries of such projecis
but also the same could have

Iraining in political responsi-
bility s the local level which is
awny from the centre and this
relieves the centre of many ol
the decisions that need to be
taken and perhaps can best be
Ltaken at the local rather than

_ al the national level ”

Our pasl saperience on
formation of local government
was nol very pleasant, Let's
lake the instance of Gram
Sharker (village government).
the lowest unit of the local
governmenl, The units were

It cannot be ignored.that there is no alternative to effective local government for ensuring participation of the
people in the development process. But the participants should be given ample time to get prepared to be
associated with the process, which was never allowed in the past.

al thana level 18 the first place
to. have a decision if not re-
ferred te the civil' cournt
which, if cannot be mitigated
Lhere can be brought 1o the of-
fice ol the Deputy
Commissioner. I still the ag-
fmeved parues are not! sats-
fted wilth the decision given by
the the DC. only then the
matier can be placed (o the of-
fice of the Divisional
Commissioner .

This s the only exclusive
and eflective function of a
Divisional headquarter outside
the jurisdiction of a DC. But as
per infermation gathered from
the concermed guarter. such
cases are so small in number
that creation of more Divisions
for discharging those is in no

way so justifiable Moreover, it

~cannot be taken as granted

that the cases are always set-
Ued at the Divisional level. Still
there might be grievances over
the decision of the [Divisional)
Commissioner. which then is

to be referred 1o the Minisiry

of Land

It is worth mentioning hére
that the -(Divisional)
Comupussioner of Chitlagong is

. assigned to run the judiciary as

Session Judge of three djs-
tricts of Chittagong Hill Tracis.

which. of course. is an excep- .

tion and as such cannot be
generalised.

From the above it is seen
that under the present struc-
ture. a Divisional headquarter
does not have anything more
to do for changing the fate ol
the people exeept discharging
a few cases of land dispute. In
that €ase what argument the
organisers ol Division imple-
mentation movement are
putting forward Lo impress the
people is not clear. Whalever
may be the arguments, those
are nol so convincing to any-
body with commonsense. ¢

Considering the extent and
nature of poverty and the ig-
nored existence of the pouple

- N e O s

peace.

We would request the UN
"Security Council to impose
ccogomic sanclions against
Russia for her aggression and
protect the freedom and hu-
man righits of the people and
‘help solve the Chechnyan issue
through discussions.

F
.0 H Kablr }
Dhetken

Dhaka-Aricha road
Sir, Our highways are virtual
death traps. S0 many people
are losing their lives everyday
due to [requent accidents on
the reads. Out of all he roads,
the Dhaka-Aricha highway inay
take pride in being the most
notorious. Number of accidents
is gradually increasing. There
is no likelihood that it will de-
cline in the near future.
4t is felt thatif a road-di-
vider is constructed all along
the highway upto Aricha. inci-
dence of accidents will come

down sharply. At the moment

A

arcaucracy., whi

- who are In the

regunes The Distnet Governor
system under Baksal pro-
granune of Bangabandhu. Gram
Sharker fivillage governmeiit)
concept of Ziaur Rahman and
Upa Zila system of General
Ershad — all sach political ef-
torts for decentralizanon have
been this way or that. only ex-
amples of failure.

It canmot be ignored that
there 1s no alternative o effec-
tive local governmment ler en-
suring panicipation of the
people in ithe development
process. But the participants
should be given amble time to
gel prepared to be associated
with the process, which was
never allowed in the past. As
such all the attempts have
been turned into political
stunt. Today. by people's
movement or by government's
political decision more
Divisions can be created with
some additional posts for bu
may even
bring some [eeling of scil-
complacence amnong the peo-
ple of the r tive Divisions.
Bul one impo t point can be
felt here tiat the poverty rid-
den people of the rural artas.
whose participation is a diiect
factor Lo development, do not
have representation in this
movement., because a new
Diwsional hgadquarter in their
district just cannot change
their fate to the slightest -x-
tent. Then, what this use (or
misuse) of people’'s power is
meant for? One may well ask.

Government can turn all
the disiricts into Divisions

treating it as a popular de-"’

mand. But those who could
have been the leaders to
arouse consciousness among
the people, could have united
the people demanding effec-

tive measure for human devel-

opment. infrastructural devel-
opment for ensuring self em-
ployment which are the neces-
sitv of the hour, The conscious
yriatters would not hlcﬂll-qlt to

——

the road-divider has been ex-
tended only a few miles be-
yond Mirpur, But this.needs to
be extended upto Aricha. Of
course for this, the road may
need to be widened. And
widening the r6od for this
purpose is well justified.

it may not be out of place
mention here that accidents
on Alrport road has declined
sharply after the construction
of a ivider there a few
yeairs ago. Hence, | appeal to
concerned ministry to think
about the matter seriously and
‘do something in this regard.

Salch Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Carntonment

" Resignation of _
opposition MPs

Sir, The activities of our
politiclans, especially those
opposition are
very much distressing. These
high dignitaries. as It appears,

“only k

———— e cor—
e e ——

been assets for our future gen-
erations.

Who can ignore that Haor
developmen( is much more an
important issue than establish-
ing a Divisional headquarter at
Mymensingh. The seasonal
famine thHat takes its toll each

year in the north-western dis- ¢

tricts of Bangladesh, cannot be
taken care of by a Divisional
headquarter at Rangpur.
Comilla needs more efforts dand

investment for development of

‘co-operatives and coltage in-
dustries in that area than cre-
ating a Division there.
Moreover, the districts of
Comilla, Bogra, Mymensingh
and Faridpur are adjacent to
existing Divisional headquar-
Lers. :

It cannol be ignored that
urless #e people of the rural
sector ean be involved in pro-
ductve acuvities growth can-
not be ensured and an effective
local government system is the
Lo people’'s participa-

v
Lion i§ economic activities.

" The more the units of local

sovermnunent be smaller. the
porealer will be people’'s partic-
ipation. Moreover. a decentral-
ized policy decision is bound
to be more I'l!'ﬁpﬂhﬁi?t to local
concerns and keep appropri-
ate provisions lor local condi-
tions. Human development re-
port 1990 of UNDP comments,
“In most developing countries,
however. political power is

highly centralized. Few cities -

ran govern themselves by
electing mayors and city coun-
etls. A tradition ol local gov-
ernment and a cadre ol coin-
petent local officials have been
slow to develop. and even
where they exist they tend to
function as extensions of cen-
tral govémment.” The Report
of Task Forces on Bangladesh
Development Strategies for the
1990s suggests, "In politics,
such 1nove towards decentral-
ization lulhls the objectives ol

= -
e —
—
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cause of the nation for which
they are paid fof. Resignation
of the oppeosition MPs en-
masse is irregular, hence the
poind of acceptance of the
same may be rejected.

in this regard, it is perti-
nent to point out that all those
members had boycotted the
Parliament sessions during the
last nine months but surpris-
ingly had continued drawing
fheir salaries and other fringe
benefits which aggregates to
over Taka 2 ‘crore. Over a Writ
Petition, the hon'ble High

Court had already termed the

action as irregular and also
ordered for recovery of the
amount from the members in
default. An appeal against this
High Court verdict has already
been filed .with the Supreme
Court. During the pendency of
this appeal gquestion of fesigna-
tion cannot ariée.

Zarman \
Dheibera -

TS

. anticipated

created i all the villages at a
time by a govermgunent ordi-
nance. which eventually, did
not work. Albeit the system
introduced by Ziaur
Rahman ggvernment, the main
propounder ol the concepl was
Dr. Muhammad Yunus. He him-
s¢lf commented on formation
of Gram Sharker : "Before get-
ting approval to form Gram
Sharker the specific village

must prove that il possesses
the capacity of lorming and

running the Gram Sharker,

iLe. il mast acquire the right

Such is the criterton of
~ forming eflective local gov-

ernment and from this it can
be anderstood that mere for-
mation of a unit of local gov-

ernment is not a sufficient

condition of its purposes.
Therefore. it can be sald that,

where despite being a smaller
mplementation of

unit the |

Gram Sharker did not work in

the right way because of
per-imposed formation.
Divi can be useful
people in Lhe existing
ture’”’

S0 it is high time 0
sider the utility of the
ment for more Divisions. The
concerned quarters may even
suggest o abolish the existing
Divisions instead of créating
more. Let us fix our target to
build an effective gov-
ernment system for
mass participation in -
opment actvities for growth
antl prosperity.

its su-
how a
o Lhe

siruc-
recon-
mowve-

OPINION |
The West's Policy in Bosniz
~was Designed to Fail

' Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed
in Princeton. NJ. USA -

" A review of the cheenology
of the recent events m the
Balkans clearly demonstrates
that Britam and France never
really planned to confront the
Serbs. their World War | and I
allies: their plan has all along
been to comtain the Muslims.
When Lord Owen unveiled,
with much fanfare. the Vance-
Owen plan to divide Bosnia-
Herzegovina into autonomous
ethnic provinces under a loose
central governgent in April
1993. and the Serbs rejected
it through a "referendum” that
Owen himsell called “sham.~
who ate his word? Not the
Serbs!

Then the US formed a con-
Lact group with Russia, Britain,
France and Germany, divided
the country into Muslim-Croat
and Serbian entities, and chal-
lenged the parties to accept

. the plan or face punishment.

The Muslim-Croats accepted
the plan and the Serbs called
the West's blufl yet again. The
net result of the Serb's rejec-
tion was not punishment. but
the loosening of sanctions
against the Bosnian Serbs’
sponsors in Serbia, on a dubi-
ous promtse of coo tion. So
much for "negotiat seltle-
ment!” In reality, the West has
repeatedly told the Bosnians:
we will not defend you, we will
not let vou defend yourselves!
The 1IN created “safe
havens where unarmed
Bosnians were g6ing to be safe
from Serbian shelling. Britain
and France steadfastly refused
to level the playing field by
lifting the unfair arms embango
against the Bosnians. [t Wil re-
sult in more killing and will
endanger their ground forces.
they said The Serbs now oc-
cupy the "safe haven of Bihac.
continue to destroy the lives
and properties of thousands of
inmorent civilians. and have
faken UN peacekeepers as
hostages What do the UUN and
the West do? They do not call
in NATO air sirikes instead.
with a straight face simply de
clare. "our policy in Bosnia has
failed. When Bowtros Boutros-
Ghah showed up for his much
meetling with
Karadzic at Sarajevo airport

Karadzic forgot to show up!
Undaunted. the plucky
Secretary General threatened.
without authority. to withdraw

&

the UN forces from Bosnia. HE

-need not bother. The British
will make sure that their
agent, Lt. Gen. Sir Michael
Rose, will carry out London's
mission in Bosnia until all
Muslims are strangied!

US Delense Secretary
William Perry asserts that the

few weeks ago? There is no
telling what can do if the
arms lifted.

The policy has failed be-

British and the French officials
privatély expresg “their cony
cern over the e of
any sort of Muslim state in
Europe.” The violation of the
"safe haven™ and the massacre
of innocent Muslim men,
women and children do not
conflict with that immoral im-
perative. The French have re-
cently taken to expelling
Muslim girls from French
schools for wearing scarfs that
guard their modesty. And the
only dealings the British like
with the Muslims are the bil-

. lion dolffrs arms purchases by

Saudi Arabia that keeps the
British arms industry hum-
ming and thousands of Britons
working.

The world's one billion
Muslims are nol a monolithic
unit. The Egyptians, the Turks
and the Saudis have very litthe
in common with the
Bangladeshis. the Malaysians
amd the Indonesians excepl
their religton i1 the Bri
and the French feel justified

discriminating against the very
secular Boanjans simply be-

cause of their religgon. perhaps
the Musiims of the world

should feel equally justified n
returning the favour. and trede
only with civilised nations that
are not Musiim-haters!



