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NEWS BRIEFS
PM donates buses

Prime Minister Begum Kha
leda Zia vesterday presented
six educational Institutions
with hall a dozen buses for
their students. The Institutions
are. Khulna University. Dhaka
Demtal College. Tejgaon Gover
nment College. Dhaka. the |
Cantonment Public School and
College at Jahanabad in Khul
na, Narsingdi University Colle

pr ge and Ramgan| Government

College In Laxmipur » reports
UNB. ”

Speaker leaves
hospital

Speaker Shatkh Razzak Al
was released from the Sulrs-
wardy Hospital yesterday fo
llowing improvement in his
condition but docters advised
him complete rest for ene
week. The Speaker was adeni -
ted o the hospital en De-
cember 30 with chest pﬂn

reports UNB_

Nat'l Film Awards

postponed

The function for giving away
the national film awards for
the years 1992 and 1993
scheduled w0 be held tomios-
row at the Osmariy Memorial
Hall, has been postponed due

On the occasion of the 47th
anniversa of the n-
dence of Union of
mar, the ambassador of Myan-
mar and Mrs. Hla Myint-Oo
held a reception at the

Sonargaon hotel in Dhaka yes-

high civil
military officials. journalists.

A national grand r
ol- the Banglacdesh YWlage Po

lice Employees Uniem fchow-
kidars) will be held in Dhaka
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Moscow orders halt
to Grozny bombing

Lk 4

ARSHTY. Jan 4. President
Boris Yeltsin today ordered a
halt to the bombing of the
Chechen capital on the fifth
day of the Russian army's dis-
astrous attempt to take
Grozny. reports AP.

The presidential press ser-
vice said the bombing halt
would take effect at midnight
Moscow time (2100 GMT).

The assault on Grozny was
preceded by day after day of
airstrikes that left hundreds
dead and much of the cily in
ruins.

Yeltsin once before said he
was stopping the bombing of
Grozny, but Russian warplanes
continued their attacks. de-
stroying. among other things.
an orphanage.

It was not immediately

POUSH 22, 1401 BS

clear whether Yelisin intended
to use the bombing halt Lo par
sue talks with the Chechens.

. or whether a new ground as-

sault was being planned.

The press service said
Yeltsin was responding to ap-
peals from lawmakers. the
media and others to halt the
conflict in Chechnya. ~

"Proceeding from the inten-
tion to prevent an increase in
ctviian casualties, the presi-
dent of the Russian Federation
orders the Jeaders of the
power siructures to stop
bombing Grozny beginning at
midnight Jan. 5.” It said.

Despite the bombing halt,
Russia poured fresh troops
into., Chechnya today and
geared up for a fresh assault on

the Chechen capital.
— = = ~
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Guiilire erupted in the sub-
urbs in the morning. But a
thick. milky fog enveloped the
capital most of the day, reduc.
ing visibility to a few blocks
and stifling the kind of heavy
shelling that has destroyed
much of the centér.

The Russian government's
press service said [federal
troops were continuing their
mission but the situation in
Grozny "has started to change
drastically. There were fewer
clashes and they became less
intensive.”

About 60 kilometers west of
the capital. villagers m tiny
Arshty — a clump of homes on
the Chechen border with
Ingushetia — were (ryving to
make sense of a Russian aerial

See Page |12 (ol 3

Food Minister tells Daily Star
Hoarders, hartals push
rice pnces up

By Special Correspondent

Food Minister Mir Shawkat
Ali has attributed the recent
price hike of rice to both
hoarding of foodgrain and
Opposition's agitation pro-
grammes.

"A section of the millers,
traders and big farmers is
hoarding rice to increase their
profit while the Opposition
programmes like hartals and
sieges are also indirectly con-
tributing to the rise in prices
of essential commodities.” he
said.

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday, the minister said
that there was no reason for
the price hike since the pre-
sent food stock with the pri-
vale sector is adequate to meet
the requirement for at least

The price of rice of all vari-
#lies has increased by at last
Taka 2 per kg in a month.

the government would go for
open market sale (OMS) from
its own stock if the upward
trend persisted.

Elaburntjng the measures
taken to arrest the price hike,
the minister said the govern-
ment has already withdrawn
import duty on rice to facili-
tate increased supply of food-
grain through private sector
imports.

Many traders have now be-
come keen to import food-
grain, a number of LCs has
been opened while ships
carrying 15.000 tonnes of rice
have already berthed at the
Chitvagong and Mongla ports.
he said.

"Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has alsg decided 1o in-
trease s own food reserves by
procuring 1.5 lakh tonnes of
rice through local tender”. the
minister added.

Purchase of 75,000 tonnes
of atap (unbeoiled) rice through
such tender has been
of which 22.000 tonnes have
already been procured. The
atap rice was imiporied by the

privaie sector traders amnd sold

o Lhe .

Local tender to buy another
50.000 tennes of parbolled
rice of foreign n has also
been floated it will be

Opposit
announces
programmes

By Staff Correspondent

The mainstream opposition
political parties. the Awami
League, Jativa Party and the
Jamaat-e-Islam| vesterday an-
nounced a set of fresh action
programmes including rail-
road barricade on January 19

Other programmes are
Country-wide mass proces-
sions from January 11 to 13,
mass contact on January 14
and 15 and torch processions
on January 18.

The programmes were an-
nounced at the rallies held
after the hartal hours.

Awami League general sec-
Scee Page 12 Col 3

Hartals end: 25
hurt in stray

By Staff Correspondent

The Opposition-called ei-
ght-hour hartals for three
consecutive days in the city
ended yesterday.

Al least 25 people were re-
perted injured in stray incl-
dents of bomb blasts and
brick-batting while 11
were arresied on charges of
carrying bombe and attacking
police vans

The Awami League. Jatiya
Party and the Jamaat-e-lslami
called the series of hartalg
afier the resignation of theiwr

legislators from the Jatiya

Sangsad (0 press the demand
Qe Page 17 Ol )

Pro-hartal acuwvists hdihni a rally at a aty street during rllt.erd.n s h.in.al hours

un Janvary 21. Prione Mingster

Begumn Khaleda Zia is expected
o atiend the function at the
Mational Parade Ground as

chief guest, reporis UNB.

AL-KHADER. West Bank.
Jan 4: Bulldozers began clear-
ing 2a new Jewish settlemeru
site in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank today as part of a
government! compromise (o
save threatened peace talks
with the PLO. wilnesses said.
reports Reuter

They said bulidozers began
preparing the ground for
housmg umnits on the hillside
tract next to another hill
where Israeli troops and
protesters clashed over plans
to butid on what Arab villagers
said was their land

On Mondav lsrael's govern-
meTi. undey pressure from its
Palestinian peace pariners.
halied work on the site for
H¥) apartments on a dispuied
nilitop near Al-Khader village
. authorised work on a loca-

Israel okays new site for
Jewish settlement in WB

tion closer to the nearby
Jewish setUemnendt of Efrat.

The compromise did little
o defuse the dispute over set-
tiement., one of the tharniest
poinis of contention still to be
negotiated iy the 1993 leraeli-
PLO peace deal

The settlement rift cast a
pall over Israeli-PLO talks in
Caire. which ended in disarrav
on Tuesday night. PLO efficials
have maintained that contin-
wed settlement will wreck the
talks

Palestinlans view as a
provocation the 100,000 Jews
living in settlements scattergd
among one million Arabs on

the West Bank
Another report froem Gaza
adds: Israch soldiers and

Palestinian police exchanged

fire n the Gaza Strip today.

-— Btar photo ‘

Solution still
possible thru'
dialogue: GF

By Staff Correspondent

The Gano Forum yesterday
appealed to the Prime
Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition to make one more
even if it be the last effort W
resolve the present crisis
through a meaningful dialogue

"We believe this is legally
possible and it is still not too
late to achieve a wsettlement
which will' save the nation
from a very grave danger.” the
party said in an appeal to the
leaders.

The Gano Forum led by Dr
Kamal Hossain, said the entire
nation hoped that an accord
would be reached between the
government and the opposi
tion by December 28 since
they agreed on some basic

See Page 12 Col 7
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British Secretary of State for Foreign and O ummun“ealth Affairs Douglas Hurd ::alled on
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at her office yesterday.

— PID photo
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British Secretary of State
for Foreign and Common
wealth Aflairs Douglas Hurd
vesterday said ,there is
immense scope for tnrrign in-
vestment 'n Bangladesh If the
country could ensure political
stability. reports UNB,

Hurd expressed the view’
during &1 courtesy call on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
the PM: office in the evening.

He deseribed the economic
progress im Hangladesh as
striking’ but observed that the
prevalling political situation
may have adverse lmpnct oun
overseas investinient in the
country.

‘Bangladesh should try its
best 1o maintain stable situa-
tion for ensuring development
of the country.” satd the visit-
ing Foreign Minister of the
United Kingdom, which has
the second highest investinent
in Bangladesh alter Hong 1g Kong.

Sce Page 12 Col 2

Dissolve JS for
fresh polls:
Hasina

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina yesterday said
dissolution of Parliament and
election under a non-partisan
caretaker government is the
only solution to the present
political crisis. reports UNB.

In a statement. she thanked
the people for observing hartal
on January 2.3 and 4 and said

they (people} expressed their
no-confidence in the govern-

ment by responding sponta-
neously to the hartal calls.

“The present movement is

aimed at establishing people s

voling right to ensure democ-

racy. pnlmra] stability and de-

velopment " said Hasina. the
See Page 12 Col 5

Return to the
'path of peace’,
AL urges govt
_ By Staff Correspondent

Awam! League presidium
member Abdus Samad Azad
has urged the government put
an end to the persisting politi-
cal impasse by retuming to the
‘path of peace’.

"After the en masse resigna
tion of the opposition MPs. the
only way to resolve the crisis
peacefully is the dissohition of
the present illegal Parliamen
and announcement of fresh
genetal elections as demanded
by the mainstream opposition
parties including the AL’ he
told a post-hartal rally at

Bangabandhu Avenue in the
Qe I'HF"',I 'l W

No possibility of
compromise : JP
By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party lraders yealer
day said therr was no posaibul
Hy ol a compromise with (he
govermament after the resigna
ton of the Opposition MPs

We ran now discuss as in
whien amnd how the government
would resign and hold general
clections under a caretakrr
adminisiration ' JP leaders
lold a post harial rally in the
ity

Held at the south gate of
the Banul Mukarram Mosgue,
the rally was addressed by
party swsecrelary general
Khaledur Rahman Tio. presid
mum member Syeda Rana Falz
central leaders Shamum Al
Mamun, Shah Mohammad Alni
Latlar Nital Roy ( howdhury
and city unnt president Abdus

(]

Salam Oy wvice president
Shamsuzzaman Mintu was In
the chair

Khaledur Rahman Tilo an
nounced a lresh programme
saying the party was nol going

See Page 12 Col B

Jamaat threatens
to cripple govt

Jamaatl-e-Islami leader
Matiur Rahman Nizami yester
day satd the government will
be ousted through agitation to
clear the way for free elections
under a neutral caretaker au-
thortty if it doesn't concede to
the Opposition demand. re
ports LINB

Addressing a post hartal
rally at the norfh gate of the
Battul Mukarram Mosque he
sald any attempt 1o sidetrack
the Opposition demand for a
caretaker government or its
dilly-dailly pracuce in fulfiling
the demand would not be tol-
erated.

The party announced a
fresh programme at the rally of
counirywide rail, road and
riverine route blockade on
January 19,

It will also organise mass
processions on from Jan 1)

See Page 12 (ol 8
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| Political stability must |

for investment: Hurd

By Staff Correspondent

British Foreign and (o
mmonwealth Allairs Secretary
Douglas Hurd has ‘expressed
the hope that an under-
standing would be reached by
the Bangladeshis themselves to
resolve the present political
crisis lor the sake of continuity
of the country's democratié
process and economic stability.

Addressing a press confer-
ence late yesterday alternoon,
Hurd =said that political stabil
ity was an essential premise
for securing foreign confi-
rlence and investment .

Responding to questions on
the political situation. the
Oritish Foreign Secretary re:
peatedly emphasised without
elaborating. There Is a linkage
between loreign aid and politt-
cal stability.’

Evading a direet reply to
‘:]'Ieu'l-rr British aid be

uced il the present al
trml: rnntlnurd Hurd said
"Aid = going to be allocated, if
it can be well spent.”

The British Foreign
Secretary said he had listened
lo several points of view on the
political situation and added.
‘it's not a matter for me but
for the Bangladeshis to de-
cide "

"As a friend of Bangladesh. |
hope an agreement can be
reached so that economic
progress could continue.” he
said Britain was committed to
supporting good government
and parliamentary democracy,”
he added

Speaking aboul the eco-
noinic situation . Hurd said, "1
am Impressed by the economic
progress of the country.
Statistics are: Impressive.
There is Increasing 'exports
and inflation rate iIs very low.”

Hurd pointed out that many
British compianies have in-
vested in Bangladesh. and good
progress has ween made in the
Lextile sector,

Responding to a question if
more British investors would
come to Biingladesh. he said
investmenl was a matter [or

private firrns to decide and the
Ser Page 12 Col 7

Joint statement

Dhaka. London

to promote
cogperation

Bongladesh and Britain yes-
terday expressed “"happiness
with the progressive develop-
memnt ol bilateral cooperation”
between the two countries and
showed their desire to “further
promote and bmoaden (heir
mutually beneficial cooperation
in political. economic. trade
and other fields.” reports BSS.

This was stated In a joint
statement issued by
Bangladesh Foreign Minister
ASM Mostalizur Rahman and
the Secretary of State for

Foreign and Commonwealth
Sec Page 12 Col |
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Salam admits
fresh move to

resolve impasse
By Staff Correspondent

Ruling party Secretary
General Abdus Salam Talukdar
yesterday admitlied thal fresh
initlatives are nn Lo resolve the
political impasse.

“The Iresh move has not yet
taken any concrete shape. It is
still in the very initial stage.”
Talukdar told reporters at his
official Hare Road residence.

He said if both sides finally

dagree. Lhe situation can be re

solved amicably despite certain
See Page 12 Col 6

JCD leader
succumbs
to injuries
By DMCH Correspondent

A JCD leader, Farhad
| Hessam,  Shah I
severely bedlen u ! lr

unidentified youths suspecting
him to be the ' murderer of '
Kamal Reza (Tamal). another
JCD activist last month, suc-
cumbed (o iInjuries at the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH) yrslrrdav eve-
ning.

Kamal Reza was shot drad
by some unidentified gunmen
on December 23 near the
Khilgaon railgate. Police sus-
pect he was a victim of rivalry
n J{Il

Farhad was admitted to the
DMCH in a critical condition
after being beaten up near the
Press Club on December 24.
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