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Foreman takes
on Schultz next

DUESSELDORF. Germany.
Jan 3 German boxer Axel
Schultz will Aight the venerable
George Foreman for the heavy-
weight boxing titke in the New
Orleans Superdome on Apri!

22, promoler Jean Marcel
Naifs has announced. reports
AP.

Schulta, 26, is 20 years
younger than Foreman and at
98 kilograms (215 peounds)
around 20 kilograms

emulate Max Schmeling. the
only German to take &E:
heavweight title

“The conftract ng will
dake place in New York on'Jan.
17." Nartz. a deputy of Swiss-
based businessman-promoter
Wiliried Sauerland. said here

Saverland said in an inter-
view published in Tuesday's
Bild Zeitung he had contacted
American er Bob Arum
offering a bout with Schultz
spon after Foreman's sensa-
tional 10th-round knockout of
Michael Moorer Nov 5 to re-
gain the title Foreman heid in
the 1970s.

Foreman. who turns 46 on
Jan 10, is the oldest title-
holder ever, and is recognized
as champion by the Inter-
national Boxing Federation and
the World Boxing Association.

The Schultz-Foreman mat-
ch could end two ways, Sauer-
land told Bild: "A victory on
points for Axel because of his
quickness. or a KO for
Foreman.”

Schuitz would be the third
German to fight for the world
heavyweight title. Schmeling
won it in 1930. defeating Jack
Sharkey, and Karl Mildenber-
ger lost to Muhammad Ali in
1966 when Ali was stili
fighting as Cassius Clay.

‘¥l is a wonderful chance for
me (o go in the footsteps of a
Max Schmeling or a Karl
Mildenberger.” Schultz said
‘from his training camp in
Frankfurt an der Oder. .

Nartz said Schultz would
earn dirs 500.000 for the
fight. Arum has said Foreman
would get dirs- 15 million for a
title defense in the Super-
dome. '

Schuiltz's record is 21-1-1,
and in his last appearance he
won a 10-round decision over

Edberg stretched

DOHA. Qatar. Jan 3: Defer-
ding champion Stefan Edberg
had to fight off a spirited
challenge from Ronald Agenor
on Monday to book his place in
the second round of the dirs
625.000 Qatar Open. reporis
AP

Edberg. playing in his first
towrnament wsince splitting
with long time coach Tony
Pickard, took 84 minutes to
dispose off his Haitian oppo-
neat 6-2. 7-6 (10-8). In the
next round. he meets either
America's Jefl Tarango or
Italy' s Adrian Voinea.

1 didn't feel in trouble even

though he staried (0o play a lot
better.” said the Swede who
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45
pougds) lighter as he seeks to
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waon 4-2.

LONDON. Jan 3:
England striker
Alan Shearer sco-
red a haturick,
including two pe-
nalties. as Black-
burn bealt West Ham 4-2 at
home to go six points clear at
the top of the English Premier
league on Monday. reports
Reuter.

Shearer ended a trademark
run through the defence with
clinical finishing for the third
goal in the 75th minute. his
23rd of the season. aller
England colleague Graeme le
Saux had struck a crucial
equaliser with a free kick.

Defending c¢hampions
Manchester United, in second
place with 46 points to
Blackburm’'s 520. can cut Lhe
deficit to- three if they beat
Coventy at Trafford today.

Tottenham’'s resurgence
continued as they beat London
rivals Arsenal 1-0 at heme in
an evening match to keep
them in sixth place and retain
their hopes of a place’ in
Europe next Season.

Although Arsenal did most
of the attacking. their finishing
was poor and a 22-minuie
stfike by Romanian Gica
Popescu was enough to take
Tottenham's unbeaten record
to nine games in a row

Arsenal, who have managed
only three points out of a pos-
siblé nine in their three holi-
day matches. also had Swedish
midfielder Stefan Schwarz
sent off afier a crude tackle on
Juergen Klinsumamm to earn his
second yellow card. |~ !

England under-2] striker
Robbie Fowler hit two as
Liverpool beat Norwich 4-0 at
home to complete the four-
maich Christmas and New Year
holiday programme with a
maximum 12 peints, consoli-
dating their third position just
one point behind United.

'Blackburn bury West

Liverpool in points over the
holiday period only because
their home match against
Leeds last week was postponed
because of a water logged
pitch. :

Shearer pult Blackburn
ahead with his first penalty in

the l14th minute after he was
up ended West Ham goal-
keeper Ludek Miklosko.

But the Hammers, playing
with as much skill and com-
mitment as when they beat
Forest 3-1 on Saturday, were
put back in the match by a fine
goal from veteran Tony Cotea.
his weaving run on the left
ending with his sixth goal in

five games.

P

.';HE'AREH.. hattrick

Left back Julian Dicks
stunned the home crowd when
he put West Ham in front 13

Nottingham Forest climbed minutes after the interval But

back up to fourth with a 1-0
hume win over Crystal Palace
who have not found the net in
their last nine league matches,
Gary Bull scored in the 76th

‘ L]

were held 0-0 at home by
Manchester City and
m} to fifth., It was

been surprised which they have picked up 31
tired a year earlier.” out of a pessible 33 points
said “It's always said o see a
C retire.” Umited on October 23

They iId not

*England left back Le Saux. a
free kick specialist. equalised
with a curling shot from the
edge of the box three minutes
later
After

Shearer had put

Blackburn ahead with his sec
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Andy Cole, who scored 15
goals earlier in the season. hds
gone eight matches without

finding the net and his side
have won only twice in 14
games.

Crystal Palace's Chris
Armstrong hit the bar at Forest
as the London team extended
their scoreless league run to
13 hours 35 minutes. Their
last league goal was scored by
John Salako in the B85th
minufe of a 3-0 win over
Ipswich on November 5.

Manchester City goalkeeper
Andy Dibbles penalty save in
the 39th minute kept New-
castle down fo just one goal In
their last five games A Fox
penalty against Norwich on

Sheffield Wednesday. 1-0

up at home to Southampfon
with a Graham Hyde goal after
19 minutes, failed to bag all 12
peints of the holiday period. A
70th minute penalty by Eng-
land's Matthew le Tissier
salvaged a 1-1 draw for the
Saints.
, Debutant Adam Tanner and
Canadian international Frank
Yallop also scored for Ipswich.
whese first win under new
manager George Burley ended
a nine-match streak without
victory.

Iwan Roberts replied for
Leicester who have picked up
only two points away all scason,

Wimbledon climbed three
places to hinth with a 2-1
hdme win over Everton. Mick
Harford scoring twice in the

npcnmg'rlght minutes. Paul
Rideout replied for Everton.

Not so happy

RIO DE JANEIRO, Jan 3
Brazil stiriker Romario suf
fered a cut aboye the eye when
he was hit by a flying beer can

Maradona
realises
the truth

PARIS, Jan 3: Diego Mara-
dona, banned from soccer for
I5 months after failing a dope
leum in last year's World Cup.
has confirmed in an interview
in the soccer weekly France
Football that his playing days
are over, reporis Reuter.

The 34-year-old Argentine,
who is in Paris to receive a
special award from the
magazine, said he would con-
fine his future soccer activities
to the trainer's bench

France football, which
awards the prestigious ball
each Deétember to the Euro-
pean-player-of-the year, deci-
ded to give a special golden
ball to Maradona in recognition
of his contribution to the game
over the past 18 years. '

In the interview. Maradona
attacked FIFA leaders of sus-
pending him after yet tested
positive for taking the stimu-
lant ephedrine in the United
States.

"When | hear (general sec-
retary Sepp) Blatter and
(Parsident Joao) Havelange.
these men who think them-
sclyes so important. | Just
want to laugh.” he said. "For

Jne. they don't exist.”

Maradona harshly criticised
Argentine federation president
Julio Grondona for failing to
back him and said there was a
miafia operating through soccer
to manipulate the sport.

He said igternational play-
ers should get together, as
they had in tennis by forming
the ATP Tour, to wrest control
of the sport from officials who
knew little about the game.

Czech Republic
111 SCITIS

PERTH. Jan 3: Petr Korda
overcame rustiness after a two-
month break to win a three-set
thriller against Pat Cash on

esday and lift the Czech
Republic to a 2-1 quarterfinal
victory ower Ausiralia in the
Hopman Cup teams tennis

tournament at the Burswood

Dome ceporis AP
Korda beat Cash 2-6. 6-3. 7-

6 (7-3} just over two hours to
give the top-seeded Czech
team a winning 2-0 lead over
the unseeded Australians.

Jana Novotna earlier beat
Kristine Radford 6-3, 6-3 in
the women's singles. while the
Australian pair won the mixed
doubles 6-3. 6-4.

Novotna served seven dou-
ble faults in the first set
against Radford. including four
in the sixth game but stiii
managed to heold on to her
seyve.

Despite Novotna's serving
woes. Radford only was able to
fake advantage and break her
serve once in the match.

Stringhbean  left-hander
Korda started slowly against
Cash. but finished positively.

T is difficult geniing back
inio a groove when you have
taken two months off. and
that's why | lost the first set.”
Korder said. "My serve let me
down.” .

Former Wimbledon cham-
pion Cash who is making a

comeback after undergoing a
back operation last year,

Monday that he would be it 10 | @natched Korda shot for shot

play for club Bafcelona
after lhmam

. ¥ho was fNned
earlier this year by Barcelona
for refurping late from a

holiday in Braxil. was inter-
vkw-d'-i Ko Alrport shortly

rhlm:rﬁﬂhlﬂ-ﬂ
plasier over Lhe cut above his
right eyebrow

Japan, Mexico,.
ROK to bid for
2002 World Cup

ZURICH., Jan 3. Japan,
South Korean and Mexico
lodged bids 1o siage the 2002
World Cup finals before the

December 31 deadline. FIFA
announced on Tuesday re
ports Heuler

The three couniries musi
confirm their candidatures
before February 28 after exam
ining the world governing
body's official list of require
menis, FIFA added

FIFA is w decide on the
venue of the first World Cup ol
the next millennium In June
| 996 but leading officials have
long suggested It should go to
Asia for the first time

Volker sets
first of 1995

HONG KONG, Jan 3: Sandra
Volker of Germany set the firsi
world record of 1995 when
she clocked 27 B6 seconds in
the women s 50 metres back
stroke at the World Cup short
course meeting in Hong Kong
on Tuesday. reports AFP

She beatl the tUme o 27.93
seconds set by Angles Martinm
of the Unihed Stales in Sabe
dell in Spain on 28 December
1993

FINA. the World Swimming
Federation., recognized world
records for the 50m back
siroke. 50m butierfly and
| 00m individual mediey a1
their Rome congress lasi
September

throughout a match between

tiebreaker and then kept his

eTrve
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BUENOS AIRES,
Jan 3: Argentine
soccer superstar
Diego Maradona
is courting cont-
roversy again for
travelling to Cuba and France —
breaking bail conditions
imposed by a court trying him
for shooting at journalists with
an air rifle, reports Reuler.

Maradona’'s lawyer Hugo
Wortman said on Monday the
athlete had been ordered to
appear before a judge within
two weeks to explain why he
had not secured court permis-
sion o travel during Christmas
to Cuba. where he met Fidel
Castro. and to France.

One of the journalists he is
alleged to have attacked, Pablo
Danjel Telamoni. sald Mara-
dona might be jalled for a few
hours on his return while his
lawyers negotiated new bail
conditions.

“It's another sign of his ar-
rogan!l behaviour towards the
courts,” Talamonl told Reuters.

But the 34-year-old Marado-
na's attorney sald it was “out of

the question Diego will go to

jail." The player sought per-

mission to travel but did not

gel a reply. the attorney said.
Court officials were mnot'

avallable for comment.

An Argendine prosecutor is
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BIEGO MARADONA
seeking a four yr-air jatl term!
for Maradona for allegedly
shooting at journalists with an
alr gun last February as they
besleged his home for an in
lerview. His baill was (irst set at
40.000 dollar then reduged to
20,000 dollar. The case is ex-

The Daily Star 11°

' ourting with controversy

pected to come to sentencing
in March.

Maradona, hero of Argen-
tina's 1986 World Cup win,
currently serving a 15-month
playing ban for fafling a dfugs
test at last summer's World
Cup in the United States, was
due In Paris today to pick up
the golden ball award normally
given only to European players.

He spent Christmas and
new year's day with his wife
and two daughters in Cuba,
where thky were pictured
hiogging and exchanging gifts
with Caslro.

On leaving Cuba on Sunday,

Maradona told reporters, I
believe 1| would give my life fdr
Fidel" == a comment unlikely to
endear him to Argentine .

Presidemt Carlos Menem who
is the Cuban leader's loudest

critic in Latin America.

Maradona returns to Argen-
tipa. later this week Lo stlart a
new job as _coach of Racing
Club, a once mighty lE-B.m
whili has failed 1o win a
chinpionship for the last 28
YEars,

Sampras, beware of Becker

PERTH. Jan 3:
Boris Becker is
convinced he can
make a serious
challenge for the
Australian Open

®

men s singles title he last won
in 199]
The German tennis star also

believes he has a realisuc
chance of regaining his worid
No. | ranking — because he
has a more relaxed approach,
report agencies

“The last two Australian
Opens | played | wasn't in the
best shape. and | missed last
year because my wife was hav-
ing a baby. ‘Becker said
Tuesday at the Hopman Cup
leams championship. where
he is partnering Anke Huber
on the second-seeded German
team.

‘Being a father has done me
only good.” he said. "It Lakes
the pressure off mv profession
a Mttle bit

I look some time off from
playving tenmis. but | didnt
take time off training. so I'm
feeling very good and hopefully
| can play some excellent ten
s

Becker. 27. believes his as-
sociation with American coach
Nick Bolletieri has injected a
new lease of life into his ca-
reer

Holletieri will Ny mnto
Melbourne next week to Rne-
tune Becker's bid for a sixth
Grand Slam title. The Austra-

lian Open begins on Jan-16.
"We f[eed off each others

experience,” sald Becker, He
has 30 years In tennis and can
teach me one or two things in
tennis | didn't know before
Also., our personalities get
along very well

"At Lhis stage of my career
it's probably hard to change
many things in my game, bui
in other areas its important Lo
get a new inspiraton and oul-
fook. and he has brought that
back into my game.”

American Pele Sampras has
held the top spot virtually un
interrupted since April 1993
but Becker believes he and
Andre Agassi are well-placed
to challenge for the title if they
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BORLS BECKER

start the year well.

‘In the second half of the
year he got injured' and
couldn’'t really play. while
Andre and mysell picked up
our game, It was more exciting
for evervone,” said the . world
nurmber three.

The key is to play consis-
tent and good tennis over 12
months. Andre and myself
plaved good for six lo seven
months, but in order to chal-
lenge people we have to do
what we did in the second ;mlf
of 1994 jor the whole vear.

Becker has called a tempo-
rary casefire with Australian
Open organisers over the pro-
posal to cut the time between
points from 25 lo 20 seconds.

Al the Sydney indoor in
October. Becker claimed the
change would put the players’
health at risk in high tempera-
tures and even (hreatened to
withdraw in protest.

Compromise has since been
reachcd and Becker also
plaved - dead bat to inquiries
abeut his future Davis Cup in-
terions. currently the subject
ol levered speculation in
Lrermany.

Everyone has been talking
except me.” he said. “There is
no further news,

A decision has also been de-
layed on Goran lvanisevic's fit-
ness for the Australian Open.

The Croat has made, good
progress since injuring his
right knee in an exhibition
matched on new year's day but
is stiil going for precautionary
X-rays on Wednesday .

ADELAIDE. Jan 3:

Top-seeded Yev

geny Kalelnikow

“ ol Russia over

came a sluggish

start Tuesday to

beat Soulh Alricas Marcos

Oncdryska 7-6 (7-5). 6-1 at Lbhe

Australian hardcourt tennis
championship. reports AP

The 20-year old Kafelnikov.

the tournament's defending

champion, was down 4-5 |n

o

the first set with Ondruska
serving when the  Soyth
Alrican lost his service In a

break point that included five
consecutive net-cords.
Earlier, Hendrick
Dreekmann of Germany scored
an upset  siraight-sets first
rovned yviciory over second
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Slow start for Kafelnikov

seeded Soulh Alrtcan Wayne
Ferriera. Dreekimann. a tall 19
year old, downed Ferreira 7 6
i8-6). 6-2.

Third seeded Jim Courter
of the United States beat Jakob
Hlasek of Switrerland 7 6 (7
2. 61

Kalelnikov, who p!d}*h A
hedvy topspin game [from the
baseline. said he was nervous
playing his first malch in a
month

The pressure wn' on mc
100 per cent,” he said "The
first match of the year is al-
ways difficult. but | am sure
the quality of my game will get
with every
malch =

Dreekmann. a French Open
quarterfinalist last yvear, said

he had to overcome early
nerves against: Ferreira.

T thought this was going to
be a tough match against a top
20 player and | felt a little ner-
vous at the start of the match.”
he said

He said the nerves settled
after he managed to break
back twice in the first set.

Courier also had a tough
first set against Hlasek. who
was forced to play the qualify-
ing tournament because hia
agent f[ailed to lodge an entry
formh for the event.

‘Tt was a tough match for’
me because he had three

matches under his belt to get
used to the balls and the con-
ditions.”
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CRYPTOQUIP
X ) Q OMK OTKCKG2ZU
KUMK CPZCDOKUZ KAOK
C'X TUIYUDKAQ] MGCKUZ
Y R I t VU K E 1LVU X U P K .
Yesterday's Crypt tﬂrF:IRF.ADAPIECEABOUT
WELLS, I'M AFRAI WAS TOO DEEP FOR ME
Today’s C ulp clue: X Is M
The a substitution in which one
letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, It
will equal O throughout the puzzle. letters, short
words and words using an you clues to

locating vuwth Solution Is by trial a




