( vl News for Builders
NEWLY IMPOKTED

SNOWCEM

sole Agent & Distributor

Ronny International

L '\l\"ﬂ

. (Y

iy Anied Kol OF

340 REGD, NO. DA 751

VOLD IV NO

Foak ol

b’\ ¥ *L A

P SO L NS

LA Y

POUSH 21,

1401 BS

Inside Th;lay
Article
Administrative
Reform: For
Service to

People
By Wing Commander

AMM Enayetullah
(Retired)

Page 4
International

Russian DPM, defence
mimster blamed for
‘'massive violation’ of
human rights in
* Chechnya

ﬁ:r“twnprtuects

New Sandi austerity
- measures to tackle
financial crisis
Pages 6,7

A Favour for a Favour
Page 2

——

NEWS BRIEFS

Indian fertilizer
serzed

JESSORE. Jan 3. Police
seized Indan SSP fertilizer
worth about Tk 2 5 crore from
two rafl wagons at Avaynagar
thang on Menday. Police sad
ome Nazrul Islam of Khulna

imporied the Indian fertilizer
whuch is alike 10 the country s

of the SSF
fertilizer from January 1. 1995
as it severely reduces Lthe fer-
tility of the soil reports UNB

N ltant
kill five

NEW DELHI. Jan 3: Sus-
pected Naga tribal militan's
gunned down five members f
a rival tribe in the far easter:.
indian staie of Manipur on
Monday. .a newspaper repored
today. The killers. mumbering
about 30. opened fire on a
goup of Kuki villagers cele-
brating the New Year at a
conmupunity centre in Senapati
district and’ killed five. the
Telégraph reported, savs AFP

Tk 47 lakh stolen

PABNA .Jan 3: A huge quan
tity of medicine worth Tk
47 B8 lakh was siolen from
Pabma Mental Hospital stores
during the last three years
This was revealed by a seven
memiber commitiee formed in
last August bed by Superin
lendent of the hospital Dr
Asaduddin for verific ation of
the medicine stork. As per in
Quiry report the authorivy
srrved a show cause notice 10
the concerned official whe
gave his reply on December 5
lasi year reports UNB

at the MP Club in the city.
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Dhaka, London talk

investment, aid

The Foreign Ministers of
Bangladesh and Britain at their
formal talks yesterday dis-
cussed the entire range of bi-
lateral relations as well as re-
gional and nternational issues

of common concern. reports
BSS, ¥ :
Emerging J{rom the 40-

minkte talks at the stale guest
house Meghna. the British
Foreign and Commonwealth
Secretary. Douglas Hurd. told
enguiring newsmen We dis-
cussed mainly trade invest-
et ilrli aid "

oh alsh  discussed
mrﬂr ina situation.”

Hurd said thiat the Bang-
ladesh Foreign Minister A S M
Mosiafizur Rahman briefed
him abotit Farakka and its
impact on Bangladesh.

The two joreign ministers
were asaisted by sendor offi-
cials of the two sides.

Briefing newsmen on the
inlks Forelgn Secretary, M R
Osmany. said the two loreign
ministers while b
lateral relations expressed the
view thiat while trade between

Commonwealth Affairs

Britain and Bangladesh was

- looking up there was scope to

do much better.

He said that they dis-
cussed Bosnia-Herzegovina as
bolthh Bangladesh and Britain
contributed troops to UN
Protection Force

He said that the twe for-
eign- ministers expressed the
hope that a peaceful solution
would be found in Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

He said that the British
foreign minister sald that his
country was keen to further
develop (ride ahd etoviomit
relations with Bangladesh

Osmany said that the two
foretgn ministers exchanged’
views on Ganges waler sharing
issue, return of Chakma
refugees as well as regional is-
suts in South Asia Iinchading
the security issue of South
Asia and the Kashmir situation.

Osmany wsaid that the
Bangladesh Foreign Minister
recalled the commitment of
the developed couniries made
at the Uruguay Round to pfo-
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Foreign Minu=ter ASM Mosttizur Hahman uulnd Britssh hﬂ,rt—t.un nf State for Forewgn and
la= Hurd on his arnval at Zia International Airport on a three-

d.m official visat te Ba.ngiades.h yvesterd.y

'Resolve political
Crisis to ensure

economic progress'

British Secretarv of State
for Foreign and Common-

wealth Affairs Donglas Hurd

said in Dhaka yesterday Bang-
ladesh should find selution 1o
its present political ¢risis to
ensure economic de-
velopment. reportis UNB.
Bangladesh should address
its own, problems. Hurd told
newstpen on his arrival at Zia
International Airport begin-
ning a three-day official visit.
He told a questioner that
“it's not for Lthe British Foreign
Secretary to discuss domestic

politics of Bangladesh™. and
addéd. "% ﬁa:gandadesh Lo
resolve its domestic politics.”

“From the point of view of
vour economic development it
is also important that
political uncertainty should be
removed.” he added

Hurd destribed his visit as

“Important’ i further
strengihen relations between

the two Commonwealth coun
fes

“Bangladesh is of increasing
jmportance o Britain since

you achieved your indepen-
Srfage 12 Col B
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The number of voters of
Tongi pourashava. a city sub-
urb has declined by as manv as
35.008 in comparison with the
volers hist of 1992 .

The Election Commssion
[EC} recorded some 72.000
voters when it wenl Lo register

the wvoters late last vear for
holding a model poll there
whereas there were some

| O7 000 enlisted voters in the
densely populated township.
according to the hst prepared
w0 years ago

Following the successful
holdmeg of model election n
the rural area of Dapunia in
Mymensingh district on April
30 last vear the EC is expect

L Ing 14 hodd a mode]l electom in

Tongi pourashava at the end of
March under its pilot pro
ET TR

in the planned model elec

By Krishna P Roy

tion. the local peopte would
play key roles in conducting
the polls and the voters would
be provided with ideifily
cards to prevent false ballot
ing. EC sourves said

An otficial of the commis

sion told this correspondent |

titat all preparations have #-
most been completed for
holding the Tongl elections

A steering commitiee com-
posed of local leaders and elite
would be responsible for con-
ducting the polls. while the EC
would enly supervise the elec-
Lon process

The official. however. said
the EC would give a final drive
m the second week of this
month to complete some mi-
nor details. including collee-
won of photographs of a hand-
ful of voters yet to have their
piciures Laken.

Tongt poura elections: 35000
voters ‘missing’ in new list

Regarding the exact date of
the municipal elections. he
said the EC is reagdy w hold
the elections before Ramandan
beginning early February But,
the local leadery want the
elections w be held after
Ramandan since they would
remain busy with the Biswa
ljtema. the second largest
congregation of world Muslims
scheduled 1o be held at Tongl,
its traditional site. on January
7°8and 9.

When asked about the
causes behind the fall in the
number of yoters. the EC off)-
cial said Tengl is a very politl-
cally sitive area where a
huge ’F‘ oating population,
mamly industrial workers of
difierent districis reside.

In the past, he said. this
floating population was en-

See Page 12 Col 6
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A RARE SIGHT I"JDEE‘D Prime Minister Begum Hhaiedn Zm.and Awnrm League chief Sheikh Hasina (with back to the
camera) exchanging pleasantries yesterday on the occasion of the wedding ceremony of Hasina's daughter Saima Wazed

— Star photo

President. PM

attend wedding

of Hasina's
daughter

By Staff Cc spondent
The wedding of Saima
Wazed (Putul). only daughter ol
Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina and Dr M A Waaed
Miah. was solemnized with
Khandakar Mashroor Hossain
at the Parliament Members
Club vesterday evening
Presidemt Abdur Bahman
Biswas. Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, ministers. MPs.

political leaders. diplomats.

high officials. businessmen.
scholars . journalists and party
workers were among the sev-
eral thousand guests who at-
tended the wedding reception.
A huge canopy was put up on
the lush green lawns of the
MP Hostel. The guests. who
started arriving from 5:30 pm.
were received by Dr Wazed and
central leaders of the Awami

Shetkh MHasina a
the bride arrived arou
See Page 12 (ol 3

Myanmar erects
watch-tower
on border

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONT Jan )
There is fresh tension along
the Bangladesh Myanmar bor
der as the authorities In
Yangoon defying imternational
have receéntly started
consirnuction of a walch tower
and a helipad at Tumbruk
aboul 100 yarda from the
Bangladesh sde of Lthe lrontier

Sowwces say according 1o
internatmal law no country
can make any consiruction
1% yards from the

with
7 pm

horder

The construciion werk of
the waich-lower and the hel
pad has crealed panic among

the people on the Bangladesh
side of the border

Bangladesh border guard of-
ficials last Sunday sent a
protest note to the director of
Myanmar border immigration.

See Page 12 Col 7
Cold wave
persists
By Staff Correspondent

A sweeping bitter cold wave
for the last few days has
brought untold misery to the

poor and homeless of the
Country

While a number of people
have died in the northern

parts of the country in the past
week. the moderate Lo severe
cold wave is sweeping over
Dhaka division and the

of Pabna. Rajshahi. Kushtfa,
Jessore, Sylhet and Comilla,
the Met office says.

in the capital yesterday,
the temiperature was as low as
6.5 degrees Celsius while the
highest temperature was 225
degrees  In addition, the dry-
ness of weather intensified the
chill.

The country's lowest tem-
perature of 4.4 degrees wgs
recorded at Jswardi and the
highest 25.5 degrees at

naf. ;

The Met office forecast dry

See Page 12 Col 7
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1 Russ ians driven
out of Grozny

GROZNY., Jan 3: Russian
troops, driven back from the
heart ol the Chechen capital by
spirited rebel defenders,
rained rockets and artillery
shells down on the city today.
The invaders, humiltated, ap-
peared to be gearing up for a
resh assault, reports AP.

A Russian convoy of at least
20 trucks loaded with weapons
and ammunition headed into
the city and Sukhoi fighter jets
and helicopter gunships
buzzed overhead.

In Moscow. President Boris
Yeltsin's closest aide. Victor
[lyushin. said Russia would "go
all the way, to the end.” A
member of the Chechen par-
lament, Gleb Bunin said the

city was bracing- for another

massive lank attack.

It would be Russia's second
attempt since New Year's Eve
to take Grozny city and smash-
Chechnya's three-year-old in-
dependence drive.

Four days of ferocious street
fighting pitting reluctant Ru-
ssian soldiers against iron-
willed but outgunned Che-
chens has left hundreds dead
and wounded.

Russian tank and infantry
forces pulled back late Monday

HIJRI

to regrﬂup stirring short-
lived Chechen celebrations In
the city cent

But the hulnnl began

shelling again during the night.
Heavy bombardment continued
today In northern sections of

the city. At least eight huge
fires from oil depots and the
Lenin refinery still burned.

"We are ready to fight any-

‘where, not only in the moun-

tains, but even In Moscow.
This is a jthad (holy war)", said

Chechen Vice President
Zellmkhan Yandarbiev.

Chechen President D:zho-
kKhar Dudayev, in a broadcast
on local television Monday
from a secret location, said
Moscow should negotiate the
‘'withdrawal of all Russian
troops’ from the city.

Dudayev said his forces have
captured a large number of
Russian soldiets and suggested

' Lthey cauld be killed unless the

Kremlin halted
drive to oust him.

The Russian government
insisted its forces had
‘'snatched Lhe initiative’ and
controlled much of Grozny. It
even sald Russian relief work-

ers were handing out food,
See Page 12 Col 5

Its military

Classification of bank loans

New system pushes bad

debts to Tk 8000 cr

By Sohel Manzur

The new loan classification
system introduced by the
Bangladesh Bank has pushed
the figure of bad debts to Tk
8.000 crore. up f[romr only
about Tk 2.500 crore, accord-
ing to official sources.

Under the new system In-
troduced in December last
year. any overdue loan exceed-
ing three munths has to be

months and afler 12 months.
the loan will have to be classi-
fied as "bad and a loss™.

The banks have to bufld up
necessary reserves against the
entire amount of classified
loafis. thereby curtailing funds
from profits o meet the provi-
sioning requirement as per the
system, the sources said.

‘As  instructed by the
Ba Bank. the sched-
mled banks have to cut 10 per
cent of their substandard

loans. 50 per cent of the
doubtiul loans and 100 per
cent of the bad debt from their
profits and build a reserve for
keeping themselves prepared
to face any crisis.

Under the previous system
of classificatiofn. overdue loans
exceeding 12 months were
considered as substandard,
those over 36 months as
doubtful and 60 months as bad
and loss.

According to sources in the
central bank. the amount of to-
tal bad and loss loans was 12
per cerit of the total disburse-
ment of about Tk 25.000 crore
under the previous system of
loan classification: but under
the new system the figure
crossed 32 per cent of the to-
tal disbursement.

~ The amount of total classi-

fied loans was, however, 32

per centl under the previous

system ol classification. which
See Page 12 Col 1

Steps taken to strengtheli_
armed forces: PM

CHAR BHATA (Narayanga
nyl, Jan 3 Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia sald here
today that the present govern
ment had taken steps to fur
ther strengthen the country's
arined lorces. reports BSS

The manpower Iin tLhe
Bangladesh armed forces has
been increased and the quality
of its weapons Improved, the
Prirne Minisler said while ad
dressing the officers and
members of the |4 Inde
prndent Engineers Brigade at
the end ol its winter exercises
here.

Eartier 1the Prime Minister

wilnessed the concluding part

ol the impressive winter exer

cilaes of Lthe Riverine
Engineers Brigade from this
tiny island in the river
Meghna.

Begum Zia expressed her
satisfaction at the efficienuy
conducted exercises and said
the skilful maneuvers had re-

Nected the continued ad-
vancement ol the Bangladesh
armed lorces

The Prime Minister re
called the glorious contribu
tions of the armed forces in
the country's War of Liberation.
their service during natural
disasters, and in peace keep
ing rolg Iin the Chittagong Hill
Tracts. She hoped that simi
larly they would shoulder their
responsibilities in the future

Begum Zia mentioned that
the |4 Independent Engi-
neers Brigade has constructed
the Fashiakhali-Altkadam Road
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts In
a very short time.

She also mentioned that the
16 Engineers Consiuction
Battalion under this brigade
constructed the Chimbuk-
Thanchi and Dighinala-
Marishya roads in the hilly ar
ens

Besides. she said men from

See Page 12 Col |

COLOMBO. Jan 3: The gov
ernment and Tamil rebel ne
gotiators azrﬂ-d o a cease fire
Tuesday after peace talks re
sumed in northern Srl Lanka
and rebels released four po-
licernen they had held captive
for over four years. an official
matir]

The ceasation of hostilities

will most probably be before
Pope Jolm Paul s visit on
Jan. 20 We now nesl Presd

dent Chandrika Kumaratunga s
approval = Kusumsiri Balapa
tabendi, one of the govern
ment negotiators. told repor
lers,

The peace Lalks, Lthe first In
five years. were suspended in
Oritober when rebels were
hlinmni for the assassination of

x opposition presidential
by a suicide bomber
ln Luinnﬂ;_

The policemen were han

Govt, Tamil rebels
agree to ceasefire

ded over to the five govern
ment negotiators. a spokesman
for the Internationg! Comnu
ttee of the Red 'Cross in
Colombo told the Associaled
Preas

ICRC officials had been pre-
sent when the policemen were
released in the rebels north:
ern strehghold of Jaffna. 300
kilometers (1A5 miles)! north
of the capital

The government team re
turnmed o Colomboe afler the
one day talks in which they
alsn discussed rebuilding the
batlered northern province
and allowing Tamils to fish
once again in waters heavily
guarded by the military.

The opening of a land roule
between the rebel contrelled
northern areas and southern
S Lanka was alao discussed
The Catholic Chureh has ashed

Ser Page 12 Col 8
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By 8taff Correspondent

Three mainstream opposi-
tion parties — the Awami
League, the Jatiya party and
the Jamaat-e-Islami — are
ltkely to announce fresh
gramunes to realise the de-
mand for elections under a
non-party cagetaker' govern-
ment.

The new programmes may
be announhced at separate 'ral-
lies of the parties at the end of
the half-day hartal in the capi-
Lal this afternoon the
respeclive party leaders can
meet earlier in the day to fi-

See Page 12 C-ul 7

By Staff Correspondent

The second day of a three-
day serfes of half-day hartals
called by a major opposition
political parties in .the capital
passed ofl peacefully yesterday
barring some stray incidents of
clashes between police and
pickets,

Police lathjcharged a pro-
cession near Khilgaon level
crossing early morning and
chases between members of
the law enforoing agencies and
pro-hartal activists at places
left a dosen injured.

Several bombs were also
exploded at different points
during the hartal period that
began at six in ‘the morning.
but no casualty was repurlad,
Police picked up at least eight
PETsons.

All modes of transports
went off the road and the
Dhaka city virtually remained
cut off with other parts of the
country during hartal hours.
But unlike bhartal of other
days. .huge number of rick-
shaws plied through almost all

See Page 12 Cal 6 2

Vessel to explore
oil, gas in
Bay due Jan 6

Star Report
A survey vessel for
ration of oll and gas in the Bay
of Bengal is scheduled to arrive
at Chittagong port in the
moming of January 6, -l:mult
ing to official sources.

The spectally. equipped sur-
vey ship, the ‘Rosseal,” hired by
Cairn Ple of Scotland and
Holland Sea Search of the
Netherlands for US 30.000
dollars daily. will begin its op-
cralions upon its arrival.

This will be the first such
survey Iin the Bay for discovery
of hw!ru carbon reserves sihce
1974,

Sources said. the Rosseal
will use a 2.5 kilometre-cable
equipped for seismic survey
when it begins operation this
Friday in the exploralion area
known as Block 16 covering
the Cox's Bazar-Sandwip re-
Lhon

The army. the navy and
various organisations have been

“asked to keep the survey route

Ser Page 12 (ol 3
Speaker may leave
hospital today
By Staff Correspondent

Speaker Shaikh Razzak AN
may leave hospital today as the
doctors have completed all in-
vestigations and given him
necessary prescription, a fam-
ily member said vesterday.

“The doctors will give their
decision tomorrow. He can
now rest at home since the
main treatment has been
done.” a member of Speaker
Razzak Ali's family said by tele-
phone.

The Speaker was admitted
to the Suhrawardy Hospital last
Friday with chest pain on his
returm from Khulna where he
had addressed a public meet-
ing

His iliness delayved the an-
nouncemen! whether the res-
ignations of some 147 Oppo-
sition members were valid or
not immediately alter the
submissions of the resignation
letters last Wednesday, Razsak
Ali had told newsmen (hat the
letters should be serutinised
properly before official
nodification '

Legal experts and a section
of political leaders believe a
solution was still possible if the

nmolnn parties reached a

ical ‘consensus.’
Jlum scane other Iﬂ
experis, mostly to

the Jatiya Party, said that as
per the constitutienal prwi



