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By Staff Correspondent

Representatives of the Ba-
ngladesh Muktijoddah Kallyan
Trust and the Kendrio San-
gram , @ forum of di
sabled fighters. ag
reed yesierday (o resolve the
problems relating to the Trust
Office premises through dis-
Cussions.

A three-member delegation
of the Trust. headed by its
- general manager (procure-
ment) Khandaker Fazlul Haq.
held talks with representauves
of the Kendrio Sangram Pa-
rishad at the ‘Swadhinata
Bhaban' at Motijheel in Lhe city
yesierday evening.

Some 200 disabled freedom
fighters and members of
‘shaheed’ families who began a
hunger strike on December 10
protesting trandfer of the

Trust Ollice from the Swad-
hinata Bhaban called ofl the

sinke on December 16 at Lhe
request of Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina. Since then
they have been observing a sit-
in beside the Swadhinata Bha-
ban.

. Talking to this correspon-
dent. Khandaker Faziul Huq
said they would submit a paper
to the au-
thorities recommending high-
level talks with “the freedom

When asked. Haq would
neither admit nor deny char-
ges of attacks. allegedly by
some Trust stafl. on some dis-
abled freedom fighters.

Mahmud Parvez Jewel, con-
venor of the Kendrio
Parishad. told The Daily Star
that their ongoing agitation
would continue until the of-
fices of the Trust at the Defen-

ce Ministry

6/1 Ghuznavi
Read Mohammadpur and 257
Tejgaon Induistrial Area were

nol shified 1o 1.« Swadhinata
il edhan

“"We have Wwld them (that we
are ready lor further Lalks with
the rrbtﬂtnlillvﬂ ol the

Trust provided none of the six
attackers 1s there i the Jdoele

galion ~ said Jewel, wlo was
sicked (rom g job in the

Trust last March '

He hedd six officials ol (he
Trust. namely, Azizur Rahman
Jawadul Karim Asrshad Al
Mongal Abdul Latf Abdullah
Al-Mamun and Anwarul Karnm
responsible for attacks on dis
abled f[reedom [fighters on
December 16 and January |

Some armed men of the
Trust raidéd the Swadhinata
Bhaban in the early hours
Sunday and exploded bombs
he alleged But when asked
why they had not lodged any
police case. Jewel sald the po
lice refused to accept any caw

Meanwhile, the Trust au-
thorities on December 29
constituted a five-member
commitiee to take | jate
steps to shift the
of the trust back to the Swad-
hinata Bhaban, where it was
until April last year.

The authorities had shifted
the office with a view (o rent-
ing the premises, thereby ho
ping. to cover some of the
losses incurred by different
industrial units of the Trust
over the past couple of years.
But, In the face of strong resis-
tance from the freedom fight-
ers. the authorities have been
forced o0 change their original

plans.

Hurd due in city today
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Lries,
'« Hurd. who holds the num-
ber two position in the cabine!
of Prime Minister John Major,
i§ a Conservative MP from

Witney. Oxfordshire. He has
been Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs

Secretary since 1989,

His current trip to the re-
gion also includes visits to
India and Pakistan.

Two important agreements.

one in the power sector and
the other in the bridge build-
ing seclor. are expected to be
signed by Secretary Hurd and
Finance Minister M Saifur
- Rahman. Under one agree-
ment. Britain would provide
Bangladesh through Iits
Overseas Development
Assistance (ODA) programme,
18 million pound sterling for
investment and technical as-
sislance towards the bridge
development and maintenance
project. Phase Two while the
other agreement would make
available to Dhaka 15 million
pounds for investment and
technical support for the gas
infrastructure development

project.
British assistance to

Bangladesh has been around
650 million poung sterling in
the last twenty years. In fiscal

1993-94, Bangladesh became

the second highest recipient
of British aid after India. re-
‘ceiving nearly 55 million
- pound sterling (around Tk 330
crores). London has also set up
its aild monitoring office in
Dhaka recently.

British assistance has
mainly been in the areas of
communications, including
building of bridges. energy.
health. education projects
providing scope for empow-
erment of women and good
government. .

Hurd’'s programme includes
d visit o Briysh ossisted de
velopinent Projects |
Parhatipur in Dinajpur tomaor
row. There, he' will see the
progress of the Northwest
Fisheries Extension Projeet,
and a {isheries programme
mainly run by women, under
ODA financing.

Hurd, whose entourage in-
cludes nearly 15 members. is
also being accompanied by the
Permanent Secretary of the
ODA. -

An overall review of the
progress of British ODA-aided
projects will be made during
Hurd’s trip, Britain is learnt to
be the only OECD country
which has increased (he
quantum of aid globallv 1 rcal
terms.

Pouglas Hurd. who uwas
posted in Beljing from 1954 wo
96 and in the UK Permanen
Mission to the UN from 1956
till 1960, and served in the
British diplomatic service from
1952 to 1966, will also make a
first hand review of the in-
vestiment opportunities being
provided by Bangladesh.

Britain is keen to Lake ad-
vantage of the new trade liber-
alisation regulations and busi-
ness advantages currently be-

 lextile yarn,

have made an Investmocinl ol

around 100 milllon sterling

pounds. i
Hurd's visit, only a month

' and half after the departure of

a trade delegation headed by
British Under Secretary of
State Tony Baldry. is expected
to provide a new impetus to
British business investments in
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh is being de
scribed as “The Emerging
Tiger” in the brochures of an
international investment con-
ference being organised by the
leading international financial
journal Euromoney. published
from London. Hurd's visit is
expected: 1o encourage a large
number of British and Western
invesiors (o attend the confer
ence, to be held in Dhaka from
January 23 to 25.

Bangladesh enjoys a trade
surplus with Britain. Also.
trade between the countries
increased considerably in
1993 compared with the pre-
vious years. Britain exported
goods worth nearly 52 million
sterling pounds in 1993,

. marking a rise of over 30 per

cent over the previous year.
while Bangladesh sent goods
and commodities of over 140
million sterling pounds_ in the
same year, registering an in-
crease of nearly 47 per cent
over the preceding year.
Bangladesh's exports mainly
comprise¢ apparel. clothing.
fabrics. fruits.
vegetable and leather goods
while Dhaka imporis poweér

generation equipment. indus

trial machinery and electrical

and pharmaceutical products
from London.
Bangladesh! goods enjoy the

third largest market In
Britain. after the US and
Germany. .

* Douglas Hurd will also inau
gurate the new premises of the
British Council English
Language Teaching Centre Lo-
morrow at 3 pm. The British
Council is reportedly planning
to open three more such cen
tres in the country in the near
uture,

The visiting British
Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs will also pay a courtesy
call on Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia tomomrow evening.
He will be the guest of honour
at a dinner tonight., to be
hosted by the government.

Tomorrow, Hured will ad-
dress a press coulerence in
the afternoon. He will leave Lo
Calcutta on Thursday morning.

Power transfer in
Afghanistan
soon: Mestiri
KABUL, Jan 2: United Na-

tions Special Envoy Mahmud

Mestiri concluded his two day
peace mission here t(oday

an imminent transfer of power

by Afghan President Burhanu
ddin Rabbanl, reports AFP.
'l hope within one week or

ten days,” Mestiy} said.
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Avenue in support of the hartals today and tomorrow.

~ Bank, sﬁ@s in
. Savar looted:
15 arrested

SAVAR., Jan 2. Dacoils
looted cash and wvaluables
worth Tk five lakh from a bank
and seven shops at Shimulia
Bazar early today. reports UNB.

Police sald a gang of armed
dacoits broke inlo a Agrani
Bank branch at the bazar and

| looted cash Tk 97 thousand,
) 860 prize bonds. one thousand
lottery tckets of Red Crescemt
Sociely, a double barrel gun
and 21 rmund of bullets rom
its sirong room
., There was no guard in the
1, bank during the dacoity
| The dacoits also snatched
.40 tolas ol gold from 1weo
shaps of goldsmiths, and Tk
3.80 lakh .along wilh geods
from five ot her shops
] Police arrested 15 people
for their alleged involvement
in the dacoity but f{atled 10 re-
cover the looted goods ull 1o
cay

In another dacoily Lthe sagw

and
valuables worth Tk 50 thou-
satd were losted from a®shop
al Savan s stagwd

| Mamata Banerjee
' hurt in attack

"CALCUTTA. Jan 2: The West
Bengal Youth Congress (1)
president. Mamala Banerjee,
MF, was today ipjured when
she was attacked by some peo-
ple in the Garden Reach area
and admitted to a city nursing

home. police sources here
sayd

Though the police could not.

give ‘further detatls immedi
ately. her party sources told
PT1 that Mamata. who had
gone to the Garden Reach
area. was attacked and hit by

| some people
I Her car was also damaged

by the aitackers the sources
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| Chechnya yesterday

: Grozny
|
Frinn Page | Col 4
Che: hen lighters were en-
. sconced 1 the bullding, he
sanl l
Firetights and rocket ex-

changes r.awl around the cen-

tral rallway station and the
ndrthern industrial district
Fighter jels streaked overhead,
but the gritty. gray haze ap

peared to stave off more
airstrikes,

Makeshift troop transports
debris-filled
. Chechen
Nighters shouting ‘Allah Akbar!
— God is Great.

Doctors at the city's only

| working hospital said they

were trying o cope with a
constant stream of trucks with

, dead and wounded., mostly

ing  offered to foreign in- transfer of power — that was ,
veslors. the main object of my visit,” he Ch:ll::;rliﬂuui . sities
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in Geneva said it had two con-
voys of medicine and emer-

gency supplies for Grozry but

they were unable (o the city

| because of Tu- heavy fighting.
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Police detained at least 26
people from the Farmgale,
Shahbagh and Tejgaon areas.

The Awami League. the
Jatiya Party and the Jamaal -¢-
Islami have jointly called eight-
hour hartals in Dhaka on
Monday Tuesday. and Wed.
nesday this week as part of
their agitation 1o force the
government o quil and an-
nounce fresh polls

Partiament members from
three parties tendered
their resignations on Decem.
ber 28, 1994 jollowing nearly
nine months of a Sangsad
hoyeot

During the sirike howr that
started from 6 am yesterday.
road communication between
Dhaka and the rest of the
ounlry was snapped. coincid -
ing with a 24 hour transport
sirike across the country. sep-
arately called by 1he Bangla
desh Sgrak Parntbahan Sramik
Federation

Opposition aclivists bro-
ught out processions 1o the
Gulistan, Paltan, Topkhana
Road. Motijheel Shahbagh.
Mouchak, Maghbazar, Ram-
pura. Mehakhali Farmgate.
Hatwrpool Sukrabad and Mir-
Pur arcas

They also held rallies in
Lhese arcas halliug the move-
ment ol vehaohos

Allendaiwe i pivale a1
governiuciilt ollkes was poor
while educanonal nstiuwions
inclhuwiing vhe Dhaka Univer-
sity, were closed

Banks and other fAnancial
institutions operated behind
shutters

Movemen! of lrains to and
from Kamalapur station and
motor launches at Sadarghat
iermunal remained normal.

Otfinals at Zia International.
Aurport saud. all airlines oper-
ated normally except one

Indhian Airlines  Mlight from

The Drily Star s
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' 50 hurt during

i

The aity Amarh League brought wul a terch procession yesierday mm from Bangaboandhu

it phote
hartal

Calcuita which was resched- .
uled at 4pm.

- The Awami League's student
wing. Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), held a meeting
in front of the Jatiya Press
Chub st  noon. '

Dq.r:z the meeting. 8 bomb
went near the Foreign

Office which lefl one person
injured.

Besides., several crackers
were set off o the Paltan,
Gulistan, Farmgate and Agar-
LAt areas .

Dhaka University students
clashed with police at 545 am

afier police beat yp a Social
Wellare U-eplﬂmxu student
Shahidul Islam |

The Jatiya Jubo Sanghsti

also held a rally in front of the
Press Club in the afternoen.

Prize witness

Froun Page | Col 8§
But police said loday the

- Bengali words used by Hasna in

the interview were confusing
They could not pin dewn
whether one or three girls

were involved i the attack

and whether this attagk had
led w0 Armina s death. /S

‘We are interviewing this
chuld in very difficult eircumnt-
stances and we cannot at this
stage say what the girl meant.”
a pelice spokesman told re
poriers. \ ¥

Police said they were giving
Hasna special protection in
case the murderer (ries to find
her. Close relatives and racial
motivation have been ruled out
in the pelice inguiry.

in the film "Witpess' a
young boy from the Amish reli-
loys community' is struck

umb after he witnesses a

brutal murder. He is protected
by a detective. played by
Harrison Ford. who tries to
hide the bov and his mother in
an Ami<h commuinity.

-

e natieny oo
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Chaired by the senjor vice-
president of the AL eity unit,
Reazuddin Ahmed, the rally
wils also addressed by Abdul
Jalll, Obaidul Kader, Siddiqur
Roul Khan, Mukul Bose®
Shahjahan Khan, Molazzal

Hossaln Chowdhury Maya,

Akhterul Alam, Mirza Azam
and Advocate Queunrul Islam.,

Addressing the rally, Ahdul
Jalll alleged that the govern-
ment was trying to mislead the
people in many ways and the
PM's call for reconsidering the
resignations of the YMPs was
another attempt to mislead thé
prople. ;

Obaldul Kader termed the
PM's speech contradictory.
Explaining. he said. she had
called on the Opposition MPs
to withdraw their resignagions
on the one hand and threat-
ened them on the other, .

“We are ready to court im-
prisonment. Don't warn us of
action,” he said.

Shahjahan Khan, who re-
signed [rom Parliament lAst
week, alleged that police as.

citmh= aftop n

e 1_-
vrhiele

u<<1an
- captured in Grozny dunng the hattle for the control of the capital of the breakaway republic ol

arnwsare

— AFP photo-

- ‘ '
saulted im and snatched his
wrisiwalch at the Farmgale
during vesterday's hartal in the
city. "It's aicriminal act com-
mitted by the police who were
supposed to check such inci-
dents " said an angry Khan who

blasted the police for thelr al
leged excesses.

Mirza Azani. another AL MP
who resigned on DQecember
28, told the rally there was no
possibility of the Opposition
MPs returning to the present

. parlament.

“The solution of the present
problem lies in the dissolution
of Parliament and announce-

»ment of general elections un-
/ler a caretaker administra-

ron.” he sald.

Mofazzal Hossain Choudhury
Maya pledged to continue (he
current agitation to force the
Khaleda Zita government (o
step. down. Protesting police
action on the pickets yester-
day./Maya warned the govern-
merit of the consequences of
police excesses.

* The rally was followed by a
torch procession (Hat pro-

~ ceeded up to Sadarghat.

New drug
entices

Uon is high in the noerthern
districts

A senjor DNC official sadd
the TD Jessic injection could
be a substitute to heroin be-
cause It was a drug for treat-
et

While hevoin was not avall
able in the drug stores. there
wan a strong possibility that

e W

Hit

L
—

i

the use of the injection could

increase among the injeciable
drug users due (o its I'i!:l!ﬂ.pr.t

| price !

Business leaders
urged to attend

FBCCI confce
By Staff Correspondent

President ef the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerece and In-
dustry (DCCI) Abdur Rob

Chowdhury, in a statement |

Monday, urged all chamber
and association leaders to at-
tend the FBCCI conference “1o
adopt an action plan in the
coniext of present political si-
tuation.”

"We cannot remain silent
spectators for long. Now 'we
shall have to decide our own
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region, Similarly, earthquakes

may also jolt the areas adjacent
o tbe Himalay®p. We can only
lace ithis wsit thmﬂ

concerted efforts.” she said
The Prime Minister said.

‘We may not be able 1o prevent

natural calamities like ey

. clones, tdal surges or earth-
l_;um-. but losses can be mi-
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Cold wave claims 13

fate,” Chowdhury said. appre- |

ciating the move to hold a
conlerence of businessmen on

. January 10.

Expressing grave concern
over the present pelitical cri-
sis and its ultimate effect on
the national economy, the
DCCI chief said that action
programmes of the political

i parties like hartals and sirikes |
| have a wide adverse impact on |

|
|
i

= . EEm——— ———
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. military

trade, commerce and industry.
'During such programmes

“he losses incurred by the

business community are enor-
mous,” he said and appre-
hended that prices of essen-
tials would go up during the
holy Ramadan if such activities
conuiiue. ’

Bangladeshi UN
soldier hurt
in Mogadishu

MOGADISHU, Jan 2: Eleven

people have been killed and
217 others wounded in three

|

straight days of fierce factional |

fighting in the Somali capital.
hospitals reported today, .re-
ports AFP.

A Bangladeshi UN soldier
was wounded when he was hit
by a stray bullet as fighting
raged around the seaport. He
was rushed to hespital where

. paigning for clean elections .
! since

¥
-~

his condition was described as

‘stable,

Siad Barre dead

LAGOS. Jan 2: Somalia’'s
ousted president, Mohammed
Siad Barre, exiled in Nigeria
since 1992. died in the early
hours today. one of his chil-
dren said.

Siad Barre. believed to be at
lcast 73. had lived in exile
since he arrived in Nigeria
with several members of hfs
family on May 17. 1992. Dirie

Barre, his 31-year-old son. told

AFP by telephone.  *

The former policeman and
ruler was t in
January 1991 by rebels whe
advanced on the Somali capital
Mogadishu. His 21 years in
power were followed by famine
and anarchic clan  warfare
whi¢h UN inmtervention has

proved powerless to stem. ‘

death ' according to his son
who added: "He has been feed -

ing sick, lately he has been di-
abetic and he died this moer-
ing at 5:15 local hours (0415

I}H"D"‘:

The family has contacted

Nigeria's federal gov-

ernmment over (he death and |
arrangements are made

to bury Siad Barre in his

largely desert Horn of Africa

nagion. Dirie Barre said.
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Kurigram_ Hashem Mian. 60,
and a one-year old babv Habit-
biir of Shalbahan in Panchagarh
dhistriet. '

Besides. a child of Aditmari
of Lalmonirhat was found dead
inside a railway compartment
at Shantahar in Bogra and an
unidentified person died al a
char area of the Jeesta.

The mercury dropped to 4
degrees from 5 degrees Cel-

sius in Lalmonirhat, Dinajpur.

Thakurgaon. Panchagarh, Ku-
rigram, Rangpur, Nilphamari
and Gaibandha districts today.

Greater Dinajpur and
Rangpur district administra-
lions have sent messages 1o
higher authorities for warm
clothes for the poor people of

“The cold wave has paral-
ysed normal life. Very few
people could come out of their
homes today because of the
biting cold.” an official in
Thakurgaon said.

The Deputy Commissioner
of Panehgarh has sent a mes-
sage to Dhaka for 50 thousands
pieces of blankets to save the
people. The DC of Dinajpur has
also asked for 60 thousand

Bihar CM

From Page | Cal 7,
net considered politically
signifis ..

Yudav said: “If Seshan feels
identity
cards are meani . then he
must cancel the recent elec-
tions (in four siates).” where '
the Congress was trounced.

Seshan. who has beén cam-

taking office in
November 1990. wants iden-
tity cards issued to ¢ach of the
550 mil voters in India to
preventi impersonation.

Most stale governments
have said they will not be able
to have the cards ready before
the deadline of January 15.
Sestyin has warmed that he will
nol “allow any election after
that date.

Crimes
From Page 1 Col 7
pression ,on women numbered
85.756.57. 27, 2] and 27 re-
spectively.

Thirty dacoities were com-
mitted in the city in 94 as
against 41 in 93, 53 in 92. 37
in 91. 23 in "90 and 24 in ‘89

The record <shows. 357 rob-
beries were committed in 94,
316 in 93, 309 in 92, 234 n
91, 135 in '90 and 90 in '89
while there were 4202 thelt
cases in 94, 4219 in 93, 4520
in 92, 5099 in 91, 4)78 In
90 and 3249 in 89

Last year. 319 persons were
kidnapped as against 300 the
previous year, 341 In '92. 52
in 91. B0 in 90 and 95 in 89

12 killed
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station of Dhaka dstrict. Two

other bodies were identified as

Lutfar Rahman. 30 of

and Sam. 30, of Siddeswari in
Dhaka. identities of other vic
tims could not be known
mediately. .

The truck driver however,
managed 1o escape. A case wis
filed with the local thana in
this conre thon

pieces of blankets and
swegiers (o deal with the situa-

mhrtponl'rnml’pbnlllﬂ
e including a child
mcz:uthmﬂmm
nday t. The victims
village in Sujanagar thana.
Kanchan Bewa, 70, of Khan-
pura char under Beer thana
and a newborn child of
Hamichapur union in Sadar

thana.
recorded a

1

Local guthorities
temperature of 4.8 degrees
Celsius in Pabna on Sunday

Y outh knifed
Incity
By DMCH Correspondent

A youngman was stabbed
seriously by some unidentified
persons in the city's Shahja-
hanpur area yesterday evening.

The victim identified as
Mirza Sumon. 21, is a
of [ormer Dhaka City Ce-
rporation mayor Mirza Abbas
MP. He was admitted to
Medical College Hospital
night in a critical condition.

The reason behind the at-
tack could not be known im-
mediately. Sumon is a resident

of Shahidnagar area graduated
Irom Shiddeswari Degree
College last year. -

2 Shibir leaders
stabbed -
From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. Jan 2: As a se-
guel to Shibir-JCD clashes over
the past few days here. two
Shibir leaders were stabbed
this afternoon.

The incident occurred in
front of the office of the
Superintendent of Police near
the crowded local Katchery
Bazar. : »

Victims Afzal Hossain, sec-
retary and Bakul. member of
the town Shibir committee
were iinmediately rushed to

Rangpur Medical College
Hospital in critical condition.

Hajj fee
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ment will be done by the Hajj

Office at Mirpur in Dhaka.
The pilgrims n this cate-
gory need not pay any fees teo
the DIIIIHWM_ for
medical check-up and for

meningitis and virus hepatitis
vaccines.

wrist-belts and stickers for us-
ing on lnggages firee of cosl

Transport strike
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there from Naravarsani.
This incident led te the

of vehicular traffic



