DHAKA TULESDAY JANUARY 3, 1995

. E: Hv 3

SYLHE

*.'-l i

Fnergy and Mineral Reso

B —

un:es- EL.lmml-,er, Dr Khondaker Mosharraf Hossain speaking at a

review meeting of

Rural Electnification in Sylhet held at the district Palli Bidyuth Samity (PBS) office recently. Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman and Energy and Mineral Resources, Secretary M Faizur Razzaque were also present during the meeting. Earlier,

(R) Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman 1na

ugurated the Bidhuth Adalat for greater Sylhet region.

Over 5 lakh people suffer due|

— Star Ehutm.

to poor medical services

By Gobinda Bar, back from Madaripur and Gopalganj.

Some five lakh people of
several areas of Madanpur and
Gopalganj district are [acing
untold sufferings due to ab-
sence ol electricity. jobless-
ness absence of proper medi-
cal facilives and poor com-
munication swstem.

The local people. most of
whom are marginal farmers
told this correspondent that
absence of irrigation system.
lack of industrialisation said
and the water logging in the
land are causing multiple

problems to them.
People of Kadambari,
Amram. Khalia. and Bajitpur

unions of Maderipur district.
Satpar. Singa. Kalabari. Tutha-
mandra and Kalabari unions of
Gopalganj district have almost
no medical  lacilities. Local
people have no alternative but

1o see village kabiraj in case of

any diseases or difficulties. So.
the pdople are being deprived
of proper treatment. Some
people at Kadambari and
Narikelbari unions alleged that
the health complexes at Razair

“and Kotalipara thana have

almost no use to them for its
mismanagement and poor
services. .

Bad communication system

is another crucial dimension of

distress for the people.

People of some remote ar-
eas of Razair. Kotalipara and
Gopalganj thana have to walk
some seven miles to get a bus.
No other vehicles ply along the
deteriorating unmetalled
roads. "The people have to
suffer round the year as we
have neither road transport
nor water transport facility,”
said a student. Dijendranath
Mandal at Kadambari. "Despite

Road mishaps
claim 3 in
Tangail, Jamalpur

TANGAIL. Jan 2: Two per-
sons were alleged by killed and
nine others were injured in a
road accident near Hi
on Tangail-Elashin road re-
cently. reports BSS _

The accident occurred
when a minibus met a head on
collision with an autorickshaw.
Of the injured persons. six in-
cluding driver of the auto-rick-
shawa were admitted to
Tangail sadar hospital. The
rest were given first aid.

A ‘case was registered with
| Delduar thana police.

Another UNB reports from
Jamalpur adds: A rickshaw-
puller was killed and a passen-
ger was injured in a road acci-
dent at Beltia on Dhaka-
Jamalpur highway on Saturday.

Witnesses said. a speedy
Jeep hit the rickshaw of Chanu
Mollah., 25 wof Charishi
Deviibart in Titpollah union in
sadar thana and ran over him
in the evening. Me died pn the

spoi and his rickshaw was
badly damage s \

The body was sent to hospi-
tal morgue for autopey

; :
People. are starting
to get benefit

p " .
of uplift projects

KISHOREGANJ. Jan 2:
Deputy Minister for Shipping
ABM Zahedul Haque formally
opened the 50 feet long bridge
built at a cost of Taka 15 lakh
over river Narasunda at Ashutia
under Pakundia thana here.
reports BSS.

The deputy minister also
inaugurated three new school
buildings constructed at a cost
of Taka three lakh of Shailojani
Dakil Madrasha. Totarijangal
Primary School and Charpalash
High School wnder Pakundia. '

Addressing a separate gath-
ering Haque said. politics pur-
sued by the BNP government is
aimed at the welfare of the
people. He said. the govern-
ment has attached priority in
budlding infrastructure of edu-
cational institutions to help
provide education teo all.

Listing various ongoing de-
velopment programmes initi
ated by the present govern-
ment the deputy minisier said
people are now getting beneéfit
of the programunes.

The deputy minister also
inaugurated a rural road con-
structed by CARE al Pakundia

Second Water Su

Memo No. 145PD/DPHESD
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DFP-14543.27/12
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GovommemJofﬂ're People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Project Director
Department of Public Health Engineering
pply & Sanitation Project
(9 Dist. Towns Water Supply & Sanitation Project)

2/3, Outer Circular Road, Maghbazar, Dhaka.

Tender Notice

Tender Notice for International Shopping
Supply of 3 (three) Nos. Jeep (Contract No: PMU
IS-01) under ADB Loan No. 1264 BAN (SF)

1 The Government of the People's
received a Loan No 1264 BAN (SF); from the Asian
- Development Bank (ADB) n vanous currencies towards the
cost of Second Water Supply
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for the

Dated. 26-12-04
rias

FRepubic of

4 Al bds, accompamned
of the total Bid price
person to the above
tme) on 5th February, 1995
recept or expiry of the
e o e T o ot o 1230 e
on e same day n the presence of those of
the bdders who ke 1o aftend R

repealed demands. tlre admin-
istration is yvet to take steps (o
improve the communication
system. [t becomes trouble
some [or the people to travel
during the rainy seasons when
they cannot travel either on
foot or by boat” — he added.
Most of the areas of Razair.
Gopalganj and Kotalipara thana
have no electricity. As a resull.
the farmers are not getting ir-
rication facilities.
Unemployment problem is
causing further difficulties to
the people. Most of the people
of the areas, who are landless
on marginal farmers become
jobless after the cultivation and
harvesting season. The salaries
for the day-labourers are inad-
equate too. So. the mmarginal
farmmers and labourers have to
go td the nearby district head-
quarters very often to seek for
jobs.
Thousands of acres of land-
I of the area remain under water
almost all round the year due
10 the lack of drainage system.
These land remain unculti-
yated even for several years.
The some places, there were
some canals that were being
used to drain away water from
the marshy lands. But these
canal serves to purposé now.
That is why. the farmers have
to suffer.

Former student Ileader
Advocate Gobinda Tagore. who
is an inhabitant of Kadambari
union told this correspondent
that the people of the entire
area need improved communi-
cation System. electricity. sci-
entific agricultural system and
medical facilities to improve
the infrastructural condition of
the area, "We should put an
emphasis on rural develop-
ment if we want to survive In
this respect, the government
should take step to improve
the infrastructural condition or
the area as well as the rest of
the country.” — the young ad-

Fall of BNP

govt imminent:

col Shawkot

By Staff Correspondent

SHARIATPUR, Jan 2:
Chairman of the Mukt{foddha
Sanghati Parishad, Col (Rtd)
Shawkot All has said that fall of
the BNP government is immi-
nent.

Shawkot Ali who resigned
as a member of Parliament

along with other AL members
was on December 28 was ad-

dressing a public mceting at
Gonganagar of the sadar thana
of the district on December

_Eg‘Hr said, Opposition mem-
hers of Parliament resigned
due to the obstinacy of the
government. After the resigna-
tion of the Opposition, Parlia-
ment has become illegal. So
BNP should dissolve Parlia-
ment. Only fresh polls, is the
only solution. he added.

Organised by the Thana
Committee and presided over
by thana Al president Advocate
Sultan Hossain Miah the meet-
ing was also addressed’ by
former MP Alhaj Aminul Islam
Danesh, Abdur Rab Munshi,

Advocate Matiur Rahman
Master Abdul Fazal. advocaie
Sultan Ahmed Simon. Amjad
‘Hossain Saodagor. Tanai Mol-
lah. ABM Mozzammel Hossam

Tractor-minibus
head-on collision,
one killed

SATKHIRA. Jan 2: A tractor
driver was killed in a head on
collision with a mini-bus ai
Jhaudanga bazar near the tgwn
on Jessore-Satkhira road on
Sunday. reports UNB.

The wvictim was identified
as Jahan Al

Police and witnesses said.
the accident took place while a
Jessore bound mini-bus was
giving side to the tractor
coming from opposite direc-
Liory

The tractor driver fell
down and was crushed under
the wheels of the minibus

Police seized the minibus

but the driver managed to

vocale added. eR( HE

In greater M'singh dists

JAMALPUR., Jan 2. Ferli
lizer price has been increasing
abnormally ih six districts of
greater Mymensingh causing
concern among the farmers.
reports LUNB

Aceording to lertiliser deal
ers and Bangladesh Chemical
indusiries Corporation. in the
last one month retall price of
per bag Urea has increased by
™ 890 °*

Jamuna Urea Fertilizer
Factery (JUFF) in Jamalpur
district is the mal source of
fertilizer in greater Mymen-
singh and northern zone.

Farmers said. price of fertil
lzey has been increasing due o
lﬂl' in distribution sysiem.

They said, they are buying urea
at Tk 275 instead of factory

| prce at Th 186 25

Ferttlizer dealers alleged
that some officials of JUFF en
Igupd i lertiliser business in
fictitious names were respon
sible for artificial scarcity in

_}the market

They

also alleged that [hrz_

Abnormal price hike of
fertilizer, agri output hit

are being forced Lo give 1ofls o

s workers ol the JUFF
They alleged lactiory aulhor

ides allotted eight tons of ler

"tilmers against each farmers

per week but most ol the
larmers of 1he area have o ca
pacity to buy this guantity of
fertiliser Taking advantage
some labour leaders and offi
clals il the fertiliser against

the lake (armers quota and sell
it in the blackmarket (hey
added

The dealers said they sub-
mitted a prayer o the con-
cerned authorities o probe
inte the matier, malpractices
and rregularities of officials
and labour leaders of the fac
lory on November 20 bul ro
slep has yel been Laken in this
regard

They urged 10 the govern
ment (o take unmediatle sieps
o check Lhe price and mal
pracuce ol Lhe fertliser o
help boost production in the
greater Mymensingh disirict

AMALPUR. Jan 2: An am
bifions programme has been
ungdertaker to ensure supply of
pure water and primary health
care to each lamily and remove
iliiteracy from the Madarganj

thana of the district within
next one year
| The . programme was

started at the thana from the
last November at a cost of Tk
five crore by the
- ‘Environmental Core Team in
the district. .

The organisation has al-
ready distributed 1200 sani-
tary latrines free of cost among

"All the rest of the families
of the union will have sanitary
latrines within the next
March®, the officials said

|adr.!m¢thryhrrralmdyrn-

sured pure water supply to
each family of the unien.

Samaj Progoti Sangstha. a
membef NGO of the ECT or-
ganised a function recently on
the occasion of free distribu-
tion of tubewells and sanitaty
latrines at Shyamganj- Kalibar
i beamar

Ambitious plan to ensure
drinking water, education

ECT Chalrman Shamsul
Huda talking o the UNB said
the programme has been Laken
considering the backwardness
of the thana.

Before launching the pro
gramme only six per cent
families were using sanitary la
irines and 15 per cent of Lotal
villagers were enjoying drink
ing water [acilities. local peo
ple said

"Poverty is the main reason
of this terrible situation” thana
administration said adding 89
per cent of the total thana
population live below poverty
line’. The rate of literacy in 8
unions of the thana was also
negligible .

Preparations hawve already
taken o0 enroll all the boys and
girls of the thana to different
schools and education centres
during the current academic
SeSSOnN .

ECT officials said after suc
cessful completion of the pro
gramme in the thana they
would launch similar pro
@amme to other thanas
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JESSORE, .Jan 2: He faced
the enemy with rifle in one
hand. camera in other. It was
his daily work. Sometimes he
used to open flire on enemy,
sometimes took pictures of
enemy actions. Most of his
pictures. taken. during the

S M Shafi

Liberation War were published
in differeid national and inter-
national dailies. These pictures
helped mobilise world opinton
in favour of Liberatian War and
outrage sentiment against the
enemy — the Pakistan Army

This photographer as well”

as a Freedom Fighter (FF)
SM Shali. better kno
Shall Bhal in Jessore,

wth his rj
Ne and in war-field
equally if when necessar,
Though a valiant FF. « ame:ra
was dearet (o him in war field

One ol the organisers. of
FFs. Shafi left Jessore for
Bongaon in West Benpal of

India crossing Benapole border
to fetch ammunition on March
28. 1971 He went to Bdngaon
in West Bengal for the same
purpose on April 6 .1971. By
this tinw: Pak Armv desiroved

@ |He had courage,

i o

‘—) ' 4
He started taking pictures ol
tea-garden labourers and sup-
plying to them at neminal rate
there. Soon he. was tired and
left for Rangpur where he
stayed with his sister there. He
opened a studio here and came
in contact with some journal-

A man with his hands tied behind i1s being tortured by a Pakistani soldier ;n Jessore on

April 4, 1971 tf;:‘i

ists. Shafli Photography' was
the name ol his studio. Alter
some lime, he came back
home in Jessore and opéned a
studio. opposite Tashbir Mohal
( inema Hall He then shifted
the place and moved in a room
al Rail Road where he set 1p a
photo laboratory

His works were also appre-

From A.timj Rahman

former director-general of
Bangla Academy, Dr Mozammel
Islam. took some rare pictures
on Liberation War from him for
use as document. National
Liberation History Parishad
also took pictures from him as
documentary evidence in sup-

ry eyes

SR

on enemy actions during
Liberation War of 1971. It is

the best collection of
Liberation War pictures.
Erstwhile former East

Pakistan Government, had de-
clared ‘reward of rupees
10000 for arrest of_SM Shafi

Vo

port ol their record Shafi pub-
lished a one page calendar. for
the  wvear 1993 named
Ikkattorer Jessore with a
number of live coverages of
Liberation War printed

Recently a  show-room
Gourabangan’ near Arabpur at
the gate-way Jessare
Cantonment has been bunlt at

[

The Supreme (Commander of the allied forces. Lt Gen Jagnt Singh Awrora welcoming
(ommander of Sector No. 8. General Osmani at Muktinagar, Jessore The picture was
ken sometimes in first week of | ecember 1971

= laboratory amnd show toom

narmwed  Photo Focus at Raill
Roatd  Jessore and house at
Jhum Jhumpur and launched
awifi hunt to track him Mis
family comprising of his wile
and (three children were able
16 save Lheir lives by Mleeing In
o atwe

(i way back from lndia
Shali and his leam mates were
seriously injured In a clash
with a contingent of Pak Army
m Rajorhal on April 8, 7|
Shall was ymenecdiately taken o
Indian medical hoapital al
Jhinkergacha. nine miles from
Jesaore. From \here, he whia
referred, 1o a4 hospital in India
fr lurnther reatment. He was
reicased from Lhere afller one
morih.

Shaft wernerd No & Talfkhola
ralining « atip al Bongaon anad
Caffwer Dad kK W0 Bangladesh aller
coinpleling tramming He led
gt alions agatnisl Pak lorce ai
Khajura Boyra Shiromoni and
(siga Dorder He b1y
furac ulisusly saved on ghany
o Canbone while taking pr

lures Iross bai i lelwelds
whiall lisskh vet

pictures ol cneiny
battlefield lrom
fronmis ol Jessore
tor dufing Lhe w

He ppent the/whole period

Mas

CUOnsS In
dilferen

of nin ol Liberation
War risking own e 1t s
learnt | i1 many reels of
his Him 18 Indian jurnalists
lor publication Later those
piciures were nol sent bhack

Pictures on Liberation War
Ltaken by S M Shall from battle
field during worst period of
the war were published iIn
Indian national dailies inchud
ing the Ananda Bazar Amrito
Bazar Patrika Jugantar
Economic Times

% M Shafl was prominent
among FFs during the war for
his comribution In photo-jour
nalism

S M Shalfi was born In

Jessore town n 1934 His [a-

ther. S Dalill Uddin tried hard
to educate his son but in vain.
He left home suddenly in
1945 and bought a camera
from Calcutta at Taka 61 enly
Mis work then was (0 use one
reel of film a week, His father
disiiked this. He left home
again to avoid father's supervi-
sion and came to Darjeeling

l'_.

o

W F.nhr--l;:m-u.!'dh-lu on AMav 15, W71 surrendering to

allied forces during a battle of Muktinagar in Chutipur

village, Jessore. 1 0
ciated by Sher-e-Bangla Faziul
Hagque, H S Suhrawardy,
Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan
tthasam aul Bangabandhu Sk
Vhuph

Many of his rare pwiures
were pul on display in Dhaka,
Jessore Rangpur besides many
other places including
¢ twrwgarha Ihunkergacha The

" al FEE]

{0

the mivative of GOC Ma)
4h-nr-ml Mustafizur Rahman
Wir-Blkram. A large number ol
tarre e tures of Liberalion W
Ftve b ol on ~|I*-|.|,n|.n L here
wried RO per cent of the P
ures have beetn donated by S
M Shal
SHaft s hoooese 18 0 stall imma

L 1
Wt T ey cogme L es

L

&

after following the procession
of his pictures in Jessore town
with dead body of Chambala,
killed by Pak Army on March
3. 1971. which was published
on the daily Iffefaq on April 6,
71. Since then he went on
hiding to escape notice of local
administration. He again ap-
peared after imposition of
army crackdown on March 25,
1 g

The former deputy
commissioner of Jessore, M
Akhter Ali allotted abandoned
property for his rehabilitation
in 1974. Now after a decade.
third party has cropped up and
tiled dispute in court seeking

orcler for his eviction fro
there
S M Shafi has a lot of cer-

tlicatgs in his persdnal file
from gnany politicg¥ and mili-
tary high officialg’for present-

ing tHRem r: pictures of

let'hl LN r

Shafi il Ms young age was
an active member as photo-
journalist of .Jessore press
club. Still he renders valuable
services to local journalists by
collecting pictures. He re-
mains bury with taking pic-
lures ol runr'%m:ial cultural
lunctions. political meeting,
hartal or any movement. He
works day and night in arrang-
ing pictures on Liberation War
serially for publication in vol-
ume form. He has complained
that some local pressmen
tampered his pictures from
the show-room and published
in national dailies in Yheir
name with avert attempt to
downplav his credit.

He is at his sixties now,
very hard and energétic. Shafi
is known for his independent
spirit, outspoken and coura-
geous views. He never com-
promised oo matters of prin-
ciple. S M Shafl's pictures, are
indeed very rare which can tell
hundreds of untold stories of
Liberation War in Jessore.

There are many things to un-
earth from him on this subject.

- When asked. whether he
has any plan to make best use
of his pictures, carefully pre-
served so far. he told Daily Star
that he has plans to publish an
album for handing over 1o next
generation enabling them to
kinow real history of Liberatton
War fairly. impartially and dis-
passionately  But due to fund
constraint. he could not take
up the work vet '

The people of Jessore surrounded the enemy noldiers in front of the telephone office building
on March 3, 1971

—-——I——“.—T

All photes 10 thux story were taken by S M Shafi during the Liberation War.




