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Thl‘eat to ki" Rabiniagmnpuf Israeli ex-

treme right - wingers threalened to kill Prime Minister
Yitshak Rabun denouncing him as a "traitor” in a leaflet pub-
hshed vesterday. AFP reports from Jerusalem.

The swond of David” which ondy has a few dozen members
wrote i (he keallet that 'Raban s destiny is death.” "Rabin is a
irattor who sheds Jewish blood. wants o sell ol Jerusalem
ard has grven the assassi (PLO) leader Yasser Arafal righls."
H added. according o a report on lsraeli radio.

11 Ja

elderly Japanese choked to death on New Year's Day on sticky
Mochi™ rice cakes and other [estive delicacies. the Kyodo
news agency reported yesterday. Reuter reports from Tokyo.
Many ol the deaths occurred when the victims were eating
Zoni®. a soup containing vegetables and Mochi. which are
from cooked rice that has been pounded into a sticky paste.
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Saudi army raid Yemeni tion:
Saudi anny patrols attacked a position inside
on Sundav. a nulitary official in Sanaa said. AFP reports from
Sanaa.

The incident took place in the northwestern province of
Saada. near the disputed border zone between the two coun-
tries. The official. who declined to be named, said there were

no casualties.

Palestinian shot dead: e troops killed

a Palestinian after they were fired en near Hebron in the oc-
cupied West Bank early Monday, a military source said. AFP
reports from Jerusalem.

The incident happened in the village of Beit Aoua as troops
and frontier guards were on patrol. the source said.

BRIEFLY

choked to death: c....

emeni territory

{ldren of ervilian memberd of the Zapatista Support Base
in Aguascalientes, Chiapas; celebrate the new year on

Sunday as well as

as the first anniversary of the Zapatista re-

bellion. Zapatista leaders said they are willing to negotiate
with the Mexican government as long as it resolves the

poverty pmhlm in Chiapas and throughout Mexico

5 Thai New Yr's revellers die: c..

men who opened fire on New Year's eve revellers in Bangkok
killed five people and wounded five others. indluding one
woman who was eight months pregnant, Ihﬂ police said
yesierday. AFP reports from Banghok.

One of the victims, 49 year-ald Charoen m
wos shol desd by several rounds from a 38 calibre gun, had

whao

beens under suspicion for drug rafficking. a police source
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Republicans take over
Congress tomorrow

\Fﬁ‘&lil"l".,fl?'\ Al
Power officsally beguns :.h“nng
away Iroem Demecrals on
Wednesday when Republicans
take over Lhe Senate and
House of Representatuves and
801 Lheir sights on the Whike
House lor 1996 reports AFP

The 104 the Congress born
of the Democrats dizzving
November 8 clection reverses
will remain in power until
Presideni Bill Clinion's curment
term ends m January 1997

For two years. Clinton will
have 10 get his progranunecs
Past Republic an majonities in
the 1o chaubers with their
party controlling 53 of 100
Senale seals and 23] ol Lhe
435 seats in the House of
Representauves.

And it will be Republicans
who determune the legisiative
schedule. preside over com-

. mittee and decide which bills

Most of Russians
have no confidence
in Yeltsin?

The White House will Le
able tp veto laws i opposes
and probably can make them
siick to owverride velos
Republicans will need 0 gar
ner a two thivds vele in bath
the Senate and House of
Represeriiauves

Thus Whike House (ongress
balassre nl power s s sl
in the Unilled Sates i Ix ol
the 48 past years. the White
House and Congress have been
controlled by different parties

But usually it has been the
Republicans conatrolling the
White House and Democrals
doavnating Congress.

As of . the situa-
tion will be reversed. Clinton is
only the third Democratic
President in the 20th century
Harry Truman and Weddrow
* Wilson wetw the first two — to
share power with a Republican
legisiature.

— AFP photo

F! ( hechen miunu er -La LiKes cover behind o Itu-alun tank on ‘iundﬂy dm iy street fighting
in Grozny opposing Russian troups and Chechen soldiers supporting rebel President Djokhar

Pudavev. — AFP photo

Illegal aliens to

L > .
be jailed in
- -

Saudi Arabia

RIYADH. Jan 2: Saudi Arabia
warned illegal immigrants and
their employers on Sunday
that they could face jail terms
of up to two years or fines of
100,000 riyals (26,000 dol-
lars), reports AFP.

The Interior Ministry urged
such immigrants who enter
the country for the pilgrimage
to Islam’'s holiest sites in
Mecca and then stay on to
leave the Kingdom as soon as
possible. Saudi authorities have

deported thousands of
Egyptians and Asians in the

_past few months.

[llegal immigrants will be
jailed for two years if arrested
or fined 100.000 riyals,K while
their emplovers could face a
three month prison term or a
50.000 riyal (13.000 dollar)
fine. the ministry warmed.

The government earlier on
Sunday announced taxes on
visas for the estimated five
million foreigners in Saudi
Arabia out of a population of
almost 18 million.

Feud in Tamil
Nadu Congress

NEW DELHI, Jan 2. Even
people [amiliar with all the in-
fighting in Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao's Congress Par-
ty were surprised by the feud
that boiléd over Monday in one
state. reports AP,

R&o plans to attend a con-
ference this week in the
southern state of Tamil Nadu
on the language mythology
and literature of Tamils. the
ethnic minority that controls
the legislature.

The stase’'s Congress Party
officials have long been bicker-
ing with the regional party in
power there under the leader-
ship of Jayalalitha Jayaram. a
charismatic former film ac-
treas. She enraged them re-
cently by not inviting them to
the conference

The Congresa Party officials
say they will refuse to meet
with Rao if he attends the con
‘h’krﬂtr as planned on Thurs

That could be another rm
barrussment for Rao. whose
party lost two important elec
tions In soulhersn India
Nor et and Decewibser  and

Whie i Lavs live (8¢ o1 Fone
LT SHIT |ii#l-hli’j‘

Satellite dishes
banned in Iran

TEHRAN. Jan 2. The Ira
nian parllament on Sudanhday
banned all satellite dishes 1n a
move designed (o check
Western influence in the coun
iry. parliamentary sources
said. reports AFP

Alter seweral months of de
hate in the country and many

jority of conser -valtive
dnuun:td assembly finally

the use of satellite

equipments.

it followed an earlier vote to
ban the dishes in principle.

Hundreds of thousands of
dishes have -sprung up on
Tehran rool tops and other
major cities in the past year al-
lowing some three million
people to watch foreign tele-
VISIOn pProgramitne .

Sunday's ruling gives satel-
lite users ene month's grace to
remove Lheir equipment or
face legal action.

BONN. Jan 2 A year of Yaha Conference on February 4

painful anmiversaries of events

feat in World War [l. reports

weeks after Russian troops AFPm ' of the un-
moved mto the re-

: conditional capitulation of
::ﬂ of Chechnyd. reports | A4 Hitler's forces to the

Western and Soviet allies falls
on May 8. but it will be the
climmax to a series of dates o
be commemorated,

cent of 1.500 people pofled | ming of the final Soviet offen-
gave Yelisin the thumbs down | sive from the East on

With just 13 per cent having | 12. the liberation of the
confidence in himm. A further Auschwitz death camp in

Polaind on Jarmwary 27, and the

These include the begin- -

which decided the future ol
Nast-occupied Europe.

After the German surrender
came the Poisdam Conference
in July which saw the country
split in 'wo and on November
20 the opening of the Nurem-
berg war crimes trails of Nazi
leaders.

On the 40th anniversary of
Germany's defeat then —
President Richard Von Weizs-
aecker stirred controversy
when he told parfiament that
May 8. 1945 was a day of
liberation.

This moral statement from
a respecied figure brought
praise from abroad. but &
mixed reception at home. Ten

ISLAMABAD. Jan 2: Muslini
activisis clashed with New
Year's Eve revellers and police
in several Pakistani citles, leav-
ing a student dead and dozens
of people injured. police and
newspapers saild Sunday. re
ports AP,

Police battled members ol
the fundamentalist Jamaat ¢
Islami youth win in Lahore,
capital of Punjab state The
student was shot on the steps
of a university mosque, Jamaat -
e-Islami chiel Hussain Ahmed

lold a protest Sundav in
Lahore
“The Jamaat-e-l1slami stu-

dents and workers were lar
geted because thev tried lo
save the nation from the ills of
the western culture ™ Ahmed
told the Lahore rally.
Thiousands of New Years

revellers defied’a ban on public
il private parties In Punjab.
inposed by the provincial gov
cinor after Jamaat-e-Islami
threatened violence to combat
what it views as a decadent
Weslern practice

Punjab i1s home 10 G0 per
cent of Pakistans 120 pnullon
people. Crowds sang and
danced tn Lahore and in the
southern port of Karacht ai
midmight Saturday. Police re
ported fistfights but no serious
myjunies in Karachi

‘While tens of millions of
Pakistarus are living in poveriy
and Muslims throughout the
world are suffering. a certain
sec ion of our society is lollow
ing in the footsteps of the
western culture by celebraung
Lhe New ’i'rm Ahmed saxd

Jamaat-e-Ilslami

KARACHI, Jan 2: The man
known as “Father Teresa” for
his relief-work in Pakistan has
decided to return home after
his sudden departure for
London last month amid fears
lor his life, aldes said, reports
AFP.

The bearded 66 year old
Abdus Sattar Edhi had left the
country expressing anguish
over the unrest in Karachi.

He said he feared he might
be assassinated and the blame
might be placed on some eth-
nic or religious group in an at-
tempt to fuel the Karachi vio-
lence. which claimed more
than 700 lives in 1994,

Edhi "changed” his decision
o stay out of the country on
the urging of his wife Bilquis
and will return this week. his
private secretary. Syed Anwar
Kazmi. told AFP.

The social worker had also
been receiving appeals from
many Pakistanis, Kazmi said

The couple began their wel-
fare work out of their twn

Pakistan s best organised reli
glous party but it seldom wins
more than two or three par-
lhamentary scats in natlonal
elections

Last year Jamaat-e-Islami
workers smashed cars parked
outside homes. private clubs
and hotels. where New Year's

Eve celebratons were being
held

In the tribal Northwest
Frontier Province, demonstra
tors chanting God is Great®
and Obscenity will not work
rere in the provincial capital
Peshawar

In Islamabad. several pri-
vate parties were held while
hundreds of police patrolled
the lush boulevar¥s of the capi
tal. where most diplomats and
politicians live

SARAJEVO. Jan 2° Seising
perhaps Lheir best «hance 1
end almost three vears
fighting. the United Nations
and Bosnia s warring parties
are moving swiltly to cement o
four-month Lruce. reports AP

Generals from the Muslim
led governments and rebel
Bosnian Serbs armies met

A with the UUN commander for
Bosnia. 1. Gen. Sir Michael

- Hose. al Sarajeve s airpori-jor

fousr hours on Sunday. the Tirst
day of the truce

Both sides agreed to set up
regional commissions (0 moni
tor developmenis in three
government- held town=s: Sara
jeve, Tuzla in the northeast
and Gornji Vakul in tenitral
Foania

A govermanent delegate also
said there was agreement to
open a civilian road oul of
Sarajevo closed by the Serha
last summer But UN spokes
man L. Col Gary Coward said
“‘nothing has been lixedd

"t was Bosrdias most opii
mislic New Year's Day since
war erupled in April 1992
l when Serbs rebelled againat a

Muslim C roat vole for inde
pendence. More than 200 000
people wre dead or missing
Al milone huor been deiven

thewr homes

We have a verv
start Rose said after ithe
meeliing. We covered a ot ol
ground. We made some very
good decisions which will take
the agreement forward

Rose hopes o capitalise on
the momemum Monday. He
planned to travel to Mostar to
explain the government Serb
truce W Bosnian Croat leader,
Kresimis -Jubak. who s nol

3 beauticians die
in Taipei fire

TAIPEI] Jan 2: Three
women died when a fire swept
through a beauty parlour dor
mitory in Taipei early today.
report Reuter

froam
Protmising

The three, and theee more
whn were hurt. were all
trainer beautictans, said a po
liweman on stale (elevision
They were carried out of the
dormitory afler the 40 minute
hlazr was put oul

It was the first major fire
after the opposition Democ
ratie Progressive Party Mayor
{ hen Shui Bian tonk office last

wrrk

Move to cement Bosman truce

party to the accord Zubak is
president of the Muslim-Croat
tederation that ended the bit
ter war between those two
groups last spring

Alter the seemingly
tional shooting 1o greet the
New Year. guns were alinost
silent across Bosnia Sunday

Small arms fire was heard
aroumndt the Bihac area in the
northeast. but for the firs:
Lme in a4 week. no detonatio.
were reported. Coward said
Croatian Serb and rebel
Muslim forces trying to dis-
lodge government forces from
the area had threatened to
derail the truce

The truce agreement calls
for a cessation of hostilities un-
til May 1. the freedom of
movement for all UN opera-
thons, restoration of utilities, a
puliback of heavy weapons, ex
change ol prisoners and with-
drawal of "all foreign troops.” a
reference (o Croatian Serbs
Nghting in Bithac

e tnited Nations says the
two sides will first have (o
agree on maps of the front
lines, then each pull back |
kKilometre (5/8 of a mile). UN
peacekeepery would then be
posted in the middle or would
momnitor the neutral gron e

tradi-
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Bosnian N h AT uunmmdu e Ht'l’-:ll Hdlkﬂ "hlludu. iLr HOI-!'IIHII derb Ihu'kr Hﬂdﬂhlﬂ
Karadzic (C) and UN special envoy Yashusi Akashi excha

global four-month truce on Ih-remttr 31

vears later Germany. while
ph lly reunited after the

of communism. is still di-
vided and unecertain mentally.
while neo-Nazi activity and

sentiments have grown

A number of commemora-
tions have already been
planned. at the site of the
former Jewish extermination
camps or in Fresden. obliter-
ated by allied bombing in
February 1945 for dublous
sirategic motives and at a cost
of 135,000 lives.

But the conservative gov
ernment of Chancellor Melmunt
Kohl cla not te have Ni-
nalised | is an sdch
questions as the scale of cer.
lain ceremonies or who will

Lake .

Government spokesman
Dieter Vogel however told AFP
last month. "It goes without
saying that we will mark both
the end of the war and libera-
tion from national socialism
ithe Nazi creed), at the same
time as honouring the memory
of the dead ”

Rudoll Scharping, leader of
the main leftist opposition
pariy. the Social Democrats,
and the head of Germanys
Jewish community. lgnatz
Bubls, agreed that May 1945
should be marked as the end
of "fascist

But for Alfred Dregger,
leader of the majority Christian
democrat group in the lower

'-c i :_.t - A

Germans still divided over annwersanes

‘Father 'les 'ﬁsa-’
decides to
return home

home Iin 1948,

They estab-

' Hshed the Edhi Foundation in

1966, which has grown into
theé largest social work organi-
sation in the country of 120
million people. Its assets in
clude 5,000 volunteers and
more than two billion rupees
(66 milllon dollars).

There are more than 350
emergency centres and Edhi
homes giving shelter to more
than B.000 homeless people,
mentally retarded " people.
clderly, women. children and
abandoned babies

Edhi's fleet includés more
than 500 ambulances. two air
¢ raft and one helicopter ambu
lance, transporting bodies and
alling patients from remote ar
eas Lo the city hospitals.

COLOMBO. .Jan 2: Sri Lan
Kan anthorities were awalting a
response [rom separatist Tamil

Tivger Guerillas to resume
stalled peace talks even as
hoth sides continued thets
attacks. olfictals here said
Monday. reports AFP

The two sides have staved

in touch. but no date has been
set for resuimiing Lalks aijmed at
ending the drawn out ethnic
conflict which has claimed
over 30 000 lives since 1972
The governmen! of Presi
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga
told the separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tami! Eelam (LTTET
that it wants to revive the
negotiations as soon as
possible, an official source said
Our delegation s ready and
the chopper is ready (o go to
Jallna 10 start the talks. But we
dare wailing tor the green light

The Baﬂq Star 5
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About 90 per vout of the ca-
sualties in Karachi City, fre-
quently troubled by factional
( lnalru and sectarian violence,
are handled by Edhi ambu-
lances. Emergency Edhi cen-
tYes are located every 28 kilo-
meters on major highways.

They deal with more than 70
per cent of the victims of acci-

dents throughout Pakistan,
Kazmi said. -

In 1993 alone, the Edhi
centres arranaged funerals for
2,928 unclaimed bodies. It
lransport 832 bodies in
Karachi while its divers recov-
cred 178 bodies from the
Arabian Sea.

The foundation has also ar-
ranged the adoption of more
than 26.000 abandoned babies
to childless parents in and
Oulside Pakistan.

There is no official patron-
age and the entire operation is
based on public donatioris.
Whenever he is in need. Edhi
persotially comes out on the
streets on a begging mission.

Pak New Year’s reve]lersl No date yet been set

defy ban: One killed for Lankan talks

fromm the the source

H.Iil‘

But the source discounted
local press reports which said
the government was planing to
open the second round of talks
with the LTTE Monday, Jaffna
is the LTTE held northern
penihisula of Sri Lanka,

The government sent a
[resh message to the LTTE on
President Kumaratunga's re-
turn to the country Saturday.

Tigers

after a briefl holidavy in the
neighbouring Indian Ocean
atoll nation ol Maldives, the
SOMITG e S

An earlier report says:
Separatust Tamil guerillas at-
tacked a Sri Lankan army
bunker, killing two soldiers,
At lost at least four of their

owil fighters in separate New
Yoear s day confrontations. the
nnhitary said today.

Off the Record

- Elephant flies to Nairobi for
treatment of pneumonia

- NAIROBI -

A sick baby elephant injured in a stampede in

Kenya's southwestern Masai Mara garme park was evacuated to
an animal orphanage near Nairobi in a light passenger air-
crall. The Standard newspaper reported Sunday, says AFP.
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nge documents afler they signed a

— AFP photo

es of Ma

“there is

rrallv o l‘mum o rrirhrmr '
In an interview with the
weekly magazine Woche, Dre-
gger recalled that Germany's
surrender was followed by the
expuision of 14 million people
[rom former German- held
terrifory. of whom two million
died loss of East Prussia
and the Sudeten lands of
Crechoslovakia, and a com

- munist dictatorship for half

the .
msﬂr{“"

and Austrian soldiers were
killed fighting for Mitler be
tween 1930 and 1945 and a
similar number of civillans For
many surviving veterans Lhe
end ¢l the war was nothing bt

Tn Iw swallowed

last year s commemorations by
the wartime allies of the D-day

The week old call. named Aitong. was disc overed by Kenya
wild life service veterinarians at deaths door in the park.
Pilot Douglas Morey. who had just Luwled ai a Marua. strip,
wils asked to Hy Lhe voung.elephant 1o Natrobi national park

for emergency mwdical treatiment
Altong. who sat next 1o huan passengers during the

Night, was suffering from pnicumonia and had been badly
bruised -

|1 was worried about the simell and thought the passengers
ifight object to the sudden outbursts of sporadic trumpet-
ingd. <aid the pilot. but the passengers were delighted, he

Gaysderﬁandlndiatoannul
laws on homosexuality

NEW DELHL: Gay activists from traditional and conservative
South Asia are demanding that Iné.: repeal a law that makes
homosexuality punishable by 10 vear~ rigorous nnprial:mml:nt
rr[mrtu AP

The demand was made Satnrday at the end of the first-
ever conlerence ol gay men i the reglon at a secret venue
near the western metropolis ol Hombay

The conference had to be shilted to a secret venue because
of a threat from Hindu extremisis who say homosexuality is
imunoral

The conference also demanded that homosexuals be
recognised as part of hiwjlan socicly Ashok Row Kawi, the
vhiel organiser sald Sunday

We need sex education in schools and 1o tell students that
homosexualily existed in ancient India he told The
Associated Press in a telephone intenview froin Bombay

The 5 day conference  attended by about 70 gay men from
the region, demanded that the Indian Penal Code be
amended (o remove the law that prescribes jail for "any carnal
intercourse against the order of nature

We are not asking for legalising homosexuality vel.
should ot remah a criminal ofletw e Kawl said

Rawi estimates 1that there are .bout 50 milhon gays in ,
India alone. But barring a lew vocal activists. most of them
ward to remain anonvymaous becatise of the stigma attached to
being homosexual

The sponsors of the meeting The Naz Project. a group of
South Asian Gays based In London. estimates that 80 per cemt
of Asian gays are marmied

It is nothing but

but 1t

LOS ANGELES Lyl Lovett figruires he got his 15 minutes of
famme when he married Julia Roberis. reports AP

"I think | have definilely peaked in terms of pop culture.”
the singer sail in Sunday's Los Angeles Times. "I don't think
anything |l do m my life on a public level will be as newswor-
thy

Lovett said he focuses on the reality’ of his relationship
with Roberts and not media reports that the 18- month mar-
riage mav be shaky

‘I'm married to this girl and | am in love with her.” he
sald. “We have a relationship that doesnt get played in the
tabloids. = What you hear aboan = o lictionalised version.”

1 945 9 policemen shot
yh-rm-r pifl which had

dead In Egypt

ASSIUT (Egypt). Jan 2:
Suspected Muslim militants
hauled nine policemen off
buses and shot them dead in
separate incidents in souwthern

Germany itsell, lefi out of

landings which led to the lib-
eration of Western Europe . is
still struggling to overcome
suspicion abowst its modern in

OPETREE: avuia ik 4

volverment of s troops .=
United Nations peacekerpers,
the country began Sunday a

| term as one of the re
members of the UN

Sevurity Council

here s strong pressaire In
st Quarters o reward its
enonomic ¢lout and political
importance in Europe with a
prrmanent seat

Egypt today. security sources
said. reports Reler.

The four lacidenis took
place within one hour of rach
other near the Nile valley town
of Mallawi. the sources said.

The gunmen ordered the
policemen [rom buses aa they
were on their way to work.
They shot them In fromt of
horrified passeagers, wound.
ing at least three civilans

when bullets penetrated the
mm_rmﬂ.



