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Homecoming

The return of the refugees from the Indian
state of Tripura has been in an animated abeyance
since last July. The animation is made up of in-
termittent el orts our side has made with the
Indian  government and the tribal community
leaders to revive the repatriation process.

There couldn't be quite the flurrv of political
and diplomatic initiatives on the subject we
would have liked to see take place during the last
five months. The poliucal mpasse proved to be
distracting on that score. Even so, we have ob-
served a degree of active concern, on the ques-
tion of extending the ceaselire on the ground
which is regarded to be of primary importance
for carrving on with repatnation. Only 5195
refugees have officially returned to the CHT to-
date. and a few times that number still languish
at the refugee camps in India.

The stoppage in the flow of their homecoming
has been rather regrettable. For, we can quite see
that the tripartite wnl among fhe govern-

ments of India and desh and the Refugees’
Welfare Association which heralded the repatria-
tion process remains in place and in force. The
agreement was the end-product ol painstaking
and protiacted negotiations that broke the ice
on the once-intractable problem. Thus it is in-
herently fixr from fragile.

The resumption of the return of refugees to
Bangladesh has operatively become a question of
ensuring a continuation of the ceasefire for the
cntlre od of repatriation. Normally. this

been a guaranteed rltmmt in the
pnrtlte agreement itself.

Since that is not the case. we are now having
to negotiate extensions of ceasefire by the plece-
meal. Let this be done in one go with a suflicient

leeway provided for the completion of repatria-
tion. The prospect for this to pen soon enou-
may seem somewhat bleak at the moment:

fate of the All-Party Parljamentary Committee
on the CHT affair hanging in the balance after the
wholesale resignation of the opposition members
from the parlianient. At any rate, an agreement is
an ment {or all the parties concerned to
ursue it to the full. A successful repatriation on
e basis of mutual trust will pave the way for
addressing in c¢arnest any political or ethnic
concerns some tiibal leaders may still have.

Price Worry

The Consumers:’ Association of Bangladesh has
itself a solid bHasis to articulate and advance
buying public’'s interests on. The report re-

leased by it gn prices and cost of living in 1994
reads somewhat tolerable in the aggregative fig-
ures but when it comes to ifem-wise price in-
creases one unquestionably feels the pinch.
Com to 1993, the cost of living went u bg
4.5 per cent and the price of essentials by 9 5

per cent, in the year _ll]h'l gone by.

The major source of, protein, fish, and the
staple food item, rice, have become dearer by
40.98 and 26.32 r cent respectively followed
by edible oil at 17. ge per cent and meat at 15.46
per cent. Noticeably, thrr price upswing takes
the cumulative increases over the years to a still
higher notch. That's where the crunch is.

The government increased the gas price and

the traders the other prices during the last six
months since the national budget was presented
in June. The budget was widely proclaimed and,
even acclaimed, as a pro-consumer one, allow as
it did, a wide variety of customs duty rebates on’
essential imports. The fiscal measures were sup-
portive of farm prﬂdu{'tiﬂh' as well. These bud-
ﬁelz.?' expectations seem belied. Let's see some
adherence on the market-place in the re-

ng six months of the financial year. The gas

Rn::l: rise caught us unawares in the utility area.
y? We ur e the relevant bodies of the im-
porters and wholesalers also to come out with a
blic statement of justifications for any price

e before they go for it.
OnP Holida

All right-thinking people are agitat b the
suffering caused to individual citizens an loss
lnﬂlcted on the nation by too many hartals. There

, however, no shortage of peuple who quite en-

the unscheduled freedom from work offered
the hartals. And the more worldly-wise among

ose bitter about such forced work-stoppage do
take these in their stride and put the win of a
leisure to good use.

If hartals were the only work-stopper stilli

‘the wheels and denuding the office blocks an
the shopping arcades the service people, it
could still be a problem. But Bangladesh is a land
of closed wnrklng days, as it is, without needing
any helping from the hartals. A vernacular na-
tional daily, exasperated by this fact, has on
Monday enumerated the days an office-goer need
not go to work or, if reporting for duty, can get
out quick. Actording to this catalogue every third
day of the year is some dibosh offering a no-work
working day. Adding to it the 52 weekly holidays
there are about half of the 365-day yearly cycle
becomes off-days.

The situation turns truly dangerous when hartal
days join those and throw every working adult
into a* no-work perpetual-holiday mental frame.
The few days that escape the dibosh and holida
net can always be managed by that national habit
of the Bengalees — malingering.

Then there is that agreedly most humanitarian
abstention at both ends .of the larger-sized holi-
days. The twice-a-year Is..id holidays start and end
with the days of journeying to and from the place
of work included — extending the holiday by two
or three days for each. A very understan gov-
ernment has then cnlarged the Eid holidays to
accommodate the extra days . The process con-
tinues. Whatever the latest size of the Eid holiday
—*the serviceman would take two or three days
meore to join work.

The whole month of Ramadan is a
sion to shirk work. A summertime madan is
much too ressive for one to work. The bosses
understand that. A wintertime Ramadan doesn't
allow one to re for duty in time. And the job-
. holders must lcavr: early to join the family at if-
tar.

Then there the statutory holidays allowed
to all: 'earned leave, recreation leave, medical
leave — above all, the manngemrs manna, the

oodly occa-

- causal leave,
A nation on ualhohdayiult? No, a wee
bit short of . But the mind is free. Free

to feel all of 365 daya- as an unending day off and
llct materialise. God save us.

HE oppositian  mew
I bers of the Parliament
have resigned Battle
lies are clearly drawn and
swords are unsheathed
e Prime Minister (FWY,
the opposition mow demands,
miusl also resign and dissolve
the Parbament The outline of
opposition ++ demnand also In-
tludes a proposal lor a cdre-
taker governimenl with a sit
ting or retired Judge of the
Appellate Luvision ol the
Supreme Court as the head
aid neutral persons as mem-
bers. o conduct the next gen-
eral election. The demands of
the oppositiion partles con-
cerning the fulure of the PM
and the Parllament and Lhe
iminediale sieps o be under-
tlaken wseein thus, elear
enuugh
An imporiant issue. how-
ever which does not seem (o
have heen consddered in detail
during the last lew weeks of
protracted negotiatons is the
fate ol the §{onsututkeon Can
the demnands ol Lhe opposilon
parties be realised within Lhe
framework of the Constitution?
My reading of the Consttution
leads me 1o answer in the
negative but not in the senes
that. as | understand . the
PM or the BNP is suggesting
There is nothing unconstitu
tional about the demand for an
amendmen! t @ the
C onstitution e Incorporate
provistons lor a caretaker gov
grnment
However, given the [act that
almost all the memmbers of Lthe
opposition have now resigned.
the Constitution can no longer
be amended o Incorporate
provisions for a carclaker gov
ernment. at least not until
elections are hold Yor the ya
cant seats or a general elec

tton. The Constitution pro
vides 1n Article 142 (1) la)
(1), that a Bill e amend the

Constitution has o be. as the
first step tn the amendiment
procedure passed by the
voles of not less than two
thireds o] the total number of
nw imbers of Pariament . " Qur
Parlhament, we all know, oén-
sists ol 330 members and as
such a constifutional amend
ment would need the support
of al least 221 members of Lhe
Parliamentl. Alter Lhe resigna-
lions, there aren’'t that many
members in the Parllament
NOwW

The PM can. as ithe oppost-
tign is demanding. resign al
any ume .. by placing his res
ignation in the hands aof the
President” |Art 57 (1) [a)]. And
he (in the language of
Constutumion., he also includes
or implies she') can advise the
President in writing to dis-
solve Parliament [Art 57 (2)]
In terms ol the opposition's
demands for the resignation of
the PM and dissolution of the

Resignation, Dissolution and Caretaker
Government : What about the Constitution?

by Shahdeen Malik

Parliament, there are no con
stitutional difficulties.

But after the l'lll‘nluu
and dissolution, can

President do the things which
the opposition parties are de-
manding of im? According to
the Constitution as we have it
now. the President cannol.

The President can only per-
form two funciions indepen-
dently, Le., without the advice
of the PM. These (wo
independent’ functions of the
President are @ appointments
of the Primme Minister and Lpe
Chief dustice [Art 48 (3)]. The
President. however. cannot
appoint any person he
wishes/chooses as the PM. as
Art 56 (3) explicitly provides
that he “shall appoint as Prime
Minister the member of
Parliament who appears to him
to command the support of the
majority of the members of
Parliament.” The President
could not. to belabour the
point. for example. appoint
Sheikh Hasina Wazed as the
PM as she did not command
the suppont of the majority of
the members of the Fifth
Pariiarment

appointment of a PM. the per
sonr who appears 1o tLhe
President to command the
support of the majority. Clause
(2) of Art 56 stipulates that
appointment of all the minis-
ters, ministers of state and
depuyty sninisters has to be de-
termined by the PM but no

“less than nine-tenth of their

number (i.e. number of minis-
ters. minister of siate and
deputy minister) shall be ap
pointed from among members
of Parliament. In other words,
the PM can determine who
would be the members of the
Cabinet. but at least nine-tenth
of the Cabinet must be from
amongst the members of
ParHament.

From Ast 56 (4). it is abso-
lutely clear that the President.
even when the Parliament is
dissolved. can ogly appoint as
PM that person who was a
member of the dissolved

Parliament! and the same re-
siriction applies for the ap-
pointment of ministers. minis-

of state and deputy minis-

bers of the Parliament
‘inm:liudy before the disso-
hution.”

The Constitution. in th:m'
and unambiguous terms, dr.L
fines the person who can be
members of the Cabinet. even
when the Parliament is dis-
solved Had we not had Art 56
(4) in the Constitution. ar-
rangements for a caretaker
government could have been
perhaps different. It is pre-
cisely because of clause (4) of
Art 56 that the Constitution
has to be amended for a care-
taker government to take over
the responsibilities of running
the government after the dis-
solution of the Parliament.

Unfortunately. Art 56 has not
yet been amended and there is
no way to amend it uniess at
least 221 membefs of the
Parlament vote in favour.

Moreover. Art 142 (1A} stipu-
lates that any amendment of
Art 56 requires not enly the
support of the two-thirds of
the total members of the
Parliament but also a referen-

it were. bypass the restnctions
imposed by Art 567 The an-
swer is NO.

Obwiously. we may ignore
the constitutional provisions
and pretend’that either there
were no Art 56 in the
Constitution or that
Constitution hardly matters. As
a nation, we have often ignored
the Constitution in the past
did not care for whatever is
written or provided in the
Constitution. We did not worry
that. according to Article 7 of
the Constitution
(1} All powers in the Republic

beiong w the people. and

their exercise on behalf of

the people shall be
effected only under. and
by the authority of this
Constitutuon
(2) This Constitution is. as the
solemn expression of ihe
will of the people. the
supreme law of the
in the past. as we all know.
governménts and cabinets
were constituted through ex-
tra consiilutional process. in
1975 aned 1982 On both those
eccasions the Constitution was

There is no denial of the fact that the issue of the caretaker government is a most pressing one and needs to be
resolved. Equally important is whether we ought to resolve it within the framework of our Constitution or
should we totally ignore the Constitution again, as we have done often in the past, and press on with the

demand.

Now. what would happen U
the Parliament is dissolved?
Ostensibly i there s no
Parliament. the issue of com-
manding the support of the
majority of the members of Lhe
Parliament would not ar could
ol arise. I 80, does 1 mean
that the President s ot con
strained by art 56 (3] in tening
of appointment of the PM

when there s no Parllament .

e . when the Parllament is
dissolyed? No. the President is
still limited by the Constitution
regarding his hoice of Prime
Miunlaster, evel il the
Parflament is dissolved Art 56
(4) clearly stpulates and this
needs to be gquoted in full to
clarify the constitutional posi-
uon, that
U OOrasion arises jor making
any appoinimen! under
Aause (2) or dause 3) Ix
lueen a dissolulion of
Partiamen! and the neat jol
lowing general election of

members of Parliament. the

persons who were such
members immedmately
bejore the dissolution shall
be regarded jor the purpose
of this clause as coniinuwing
10 be such members
As we have already poinued
out. Clause (3! refers 1o the

~were members

ter  The President cannot. as
the opposition seems (o be
demanding. appoint any body
iwhether a siting or retired
Judge ol the Supreme Court or
whoever elar) an the PM or
ministers. The persons whe
immediately
before the dissolution can be
PM or ministers under (he
Constitution I the Parliaient
is dissclved. say, In a month or
two after a few more sittings of
the Parliament, the opposition
mesnbers of the Parliament
who have already resigned as
of 28 December 1994 cannot
be considered 1o have been
mémbers “immediately before
the dissolution® and as such
cannot be considered for ap-
poigiment to the interim or
caretaker government. In fact
no one bul the person who
cosnmanded the support of the
majority of the dissolved
Parhament can head the gov-
ernment, caretaker or nol.
Similarly. only one-tenth of the
members of the Cabinet can be
from amongst persons who
were not members of the
Parllament There is no prowvi-
sion 1 the Constitution of ap-
pointment of a Cabinet consist-
ing of persons more than one-
tenth of whom were not mem-

dum. Unlike other provisions
of the Constitution, any

amendment Lo the Preamible
and Articles B, 48 and 56 also
requires a referendum afler a
Bill for amendment has been
passed with the support of at
least tweo-thirds of the total
memnbers of the Parllament.

Te reiterate. an amendment
of the Constitution Lo |
rate provisions for a rm
government o conduct a free
and fair election is not un
constitutienal Bul withowut
such amendment already in
place | do ot see how a care-
taker governument consisting of
neutral persons who were nol
imembers ol Lthe dispsolved
Parllament immediaiely belore
the dissolution can be lormed
withou! violaling the
Constitution. The Constitution,
in Art 55 provides for ' .a

Cabinet lor Bangladesh having .

the Prime Minister as ILs
head.. " and it is Lthe President
who appoinis the PM and
other minislers. But the
President is. Lo reileraie, lim-
ited by Art 56 in terms ol per-
sons whoim he can appéint as

PM and ministers, even when |

the Parliament stands dis-
solved .

Can anything be done (o. as

of power in the Republic land |
take the word ‘Republic’ lo
mean my country, Bangladesh)
shall be effected only under
and by the autherity of the
Constitution, 8] the
ConsMution does not provide
lor a mechanism for a care-

taker government, irrespective

ol any rationale ﬂ' ustification
of slerile the good
of the ple tl canfiot be
done the Constitution is
amended first. Lest we forget,
the ultimate rationale and jus
tification for our Proclamation
ol Independence on 10th April
1971 was that the dection of
1970 was held 1o elect repre-
sentative ‘for the purpose of
framing a Constitution and
Whereas the
Government by levying an
unjust war and committing
genocide and by other re-
pressive measures made U
impossible jor elected rep-

reserilatives of the people of

Bangladesh (o meet and

Pakistan .

Py g Foegrietion

thai formally Bangladesh
constituled to be
sovercign People's Republic.
No less importantly. it was the
Consuluent Assembly which
mmmm
the Proclamation of
independence on 10th April -
1971. Moreover. the Preambie
of the Constitution affirms that
it is our sacred duty to safe-
guard. proiect and defend this
Constitution and maintain its
sU umm
of will of the peopie. ...
Ihuh:mwmu
after the resignation and disso-
lution of Parliament the
President can promulgate an
Ordinance (o provide the legal
foundation of a caretaker gov-
ermnment. But such a suggestion
ignores another fundamental
proposition of the
Constitution; that any law
which is inconsistent with the
Constitution “shall. to the ex-
tent of i . be void.”

pruﬂﬂuns I:r]
Amendment to

Equally important
whether we ought to resolve it
within the framework of our
Constitution or should we to-
tally ignore the Constitution
again. as we have done ofien in
the past. and press on with the
demand for an immediate
caretaker ment. what-
ever the relevant constitutional
provisions are.

To me. Art 56 is clear and

impasse? Hardly, bul may be.

of his in-depth study of the

- Constitution.

The Trade Policy Debate

Why Trade Barriers Continue to Prevail : Explaining Protectionism

by Dr Zahid Hussain
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on the bureaucracy to attain their own goals.

BSERVING that durning

O the ewghtwes noo-tant!
barrers and adnmunist-

ered protection Increased
significantly, Bhagwatu (1989)
suggests the possibility thart
there mav be a ‘Law of
(onstant Protection: |f you re-
duce one kind ol protection,
anolher variety ssimplv pops up
elsewhere.

This is an anomalous fact
for the mainstream paradigm.
It must explain why protec-
lionism is so pervasive and
why governments so rarely
secm 1o take the wellare-in-
creasing step of abolishing
protection. Such a siep is
likely 1o be popular either be-
cause a majority of electorate
would directly benefit or be-
cause Lthe governgyent could
redhsiribute the gains so that a
majority of the electorate
wotild be better off than under
protection. This anomaly can-
not be resolved without taking
a closer look at the actors and
the rules of the political deci-
sion making process.

Interest Groups

In a representative democ-
racy actuad political outcomes
may fall to reflect the views of
the majority because of imper-
fect knowledge as well as costs
of income redistribution and
politital action. Thus, even
though the majority favour [ree
trade, industries benefiting
from protection can organise
political pressure groups to

obtuin protection from eom-
petitive mports.
Voluntary formation of

pressure groups requires tha

£ . -~ = F

(Good better best

Sir. Recently, it came in the
national newspapers that MCCI
siudy report had esiablished
that there had been rise in our

per capita income in 1993- 94 -

to be USD 225. In 1992-93
it yas USD 219. It is a wel-
c¢ome news and it goes to
prove conclusively that our
economy is on a sound path.
But 1 may add that there is no

room for complacency. It pro-
moles me to remember the

poem —

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written pr typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

the group be small in size and
the beuefits unevenly dis

inbuted so that the individual
members or at leastl a group ol
members has more to lose if
thev fail to organise. This
means that pressure groups in
favour ol free trade will be
much more difficult 1o organ-
tse than pressure groups for
protection because [ree trade
generally benelfits people in
their role as consumers while
protection benefits particular
industries who are much more
smaller in number and con
centrated in their geographic
distrnibution.

Of course there are manm
different industries each ot
which would prefer protection
for iself and not so much Jor
the others. How can protection
ol all emerge in such a siwma-
tion? The answer is [
or vote trading which prgvides
a mechanism through which
protection can come into exis-
tence and be sustained. It
makes i| possible for two mea-
sures, each of which would in-
crease the country’s welfare, to
be both defeated by majority.

Even though the buying and
selling of votes by individual ci-
lizens or in parllamentary bocl
ies is illegal, the more informal
process “you vole for my pel
issue and | will vote for yours”
can nevertheless happen be-

- - — mmr -

oo, better, besl

Never lej U rest,

Tillyyour good is better

and your better= best.”

Let our fiscal matters take a
progressively pitched path to
ensure continued prosperity.

Regarding fiscal matters,
however, | have certain obser-
vations to make. From news-
‘paper reports it was learnt
that we have a record accumu-
lation of foreign currency re-
serve. In our banks, there are
plenty of funds and the indus-

ogrolling

cause il is difficult 1o police

%, The interest group view can

explain why all industries do
not regeive protection and
why. those that do, recejve it
in varying degrees. [t predicts
that protection generally will
favour industries over con-
sumers. and industries with
concentrated market struc-
tures and geographically con-
centrated production patterns
are likely to be more success-
ful in obtaining ;l'ntttu:m

Information Costs and
Asymmetry of Interests

Consumers do not actively
oppose protection because of a
purposive lack of knowledge
and the high costs of individual
political activity relative to
benefits. It is costly to obtain
information about protection.

Those benefiting from protec-

ton have an incentive to make
the costs of information high
to the voting public and their
representatives by seeking
protectionist measures that

are highly opaque.

Prospective losers due to
protection have less Incentive
lhan prospective gainers to
participate in the vote, to in-
form themselves. and o organ-
ise and support a pressure
group because, while the total
gains from free trade may be
large. they are so widely

| — =
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shared that benefits to individ-
udl consumer is small.

The Iron Triangle

"A different approach is to
view protection ag being de-
termined in a political market
where import-competing pro-
ducers are Lhe demanders and
the gm'crnmcm is the supy
plier.

An important force on the
“supply side” ol protection is
the bureaucracy which pre-
pares, formulates, and imple-
ments trade bills once gov-
ernment and parliament have
made a decision. In most cases
the clientele of the bureaucrats
are located in a s eco-
nomic sector. For example. the
clientele of the bureaucrats in
the Ministry of Industry are
groups with industrial inter-
ests. Public bureducrats have
an incentive to fight for "their”

economic sector, and work for

tariffs and other import re-
strictions in order te protect it
from_ outside eompetition.
However, they prefer to use
Instruments under their own
control (e.g. guotas) than to
follow general rules imposed
by formal laws. They thus pre-
fer various kinds of non-tariff
protection and support to gen-
eral tariff,

The bureaucracy of course
faces constraints imposed by
parliament and government.

JEP—

irialists and businessmen were
arlvised Lo make the best use of
the fund by borrowing from
the banks. It is only natural
that businessmen will ap-
proach banks with their pro-
ject profiles and il the bank is
satisfied. it will grant loan. h
may nol require any advise or
recommmendations from any
BOUrce.

iIf businessmen do not come
forward to borrow money from
hanks, the reason for such
shyness has to be searched
into, '

The present bank rates are
at such a high altitude that
money-lending agencies have
to waive 100 per cent penal
interest and 50 pér cent nor-
mal interest to allow the pro
jects to survive. It passes all
compre slon as to why the
authorities should fix such a

T —

e

rate that they will require

. walving substantially? .

The rates and duties of al
moét all utility services viz.
electri¢ity gas, WASA, tele-
phone, fax, telex elc. are so
high that after making pay-
ments it becomes well nigh
difficult for the project-owners
lo pay instalments of loan and
interest therefore. This might
be if not major, at least one
reason for thousands of indus-
tries being rendered sick and
unproduoctive

The want of proper supervi-
sion at all levels seems to be
anotheér valid cause as 1o why
different units could not
mainfain the path of profit-
making.

It is for the authorities 1o
consider whether there 8 any
substance in the above observa-
tions and whether those merit
worthy of looked into and in-

e

But both of these aclors have
little incentive to control pub-
lic administiration more
tightly. because of imcompe-
tence and/or dependence on
the bureaucracy to attain their
own goals. The political actors
have less information available
to them than the public bu-
reaucracy, particularly with re-
spect- to the sometimes very
complex issues of protectipn.
The limited incentive of politi-
cians to control the public
administration gives bureau-
crats considerable discre-
tionary power, which they use
to their own advantage.
The bureaucracy.
politicians and their

the
con-

" stituencies form what has been

dubbed as the "iron triangle”.
The constituents depend an
politicians to represent their
special interests. The politi-
cians have to te to
increase their chances of re-
election. They need to be able
to provide favours which are
more readily apparent to their
constituents if they are given
through the bureaucratic pro-
cess. The politicians therefore
are inclined to suppert legisla-
tions that permit the bureau-
cracy o provide the favours. So
empowered, the bureaucracy
attains its own power base and
becomes a separate element in
the political game, They ac-
commodate the politicians' re-

=

quest for special favours for
their constituents. In ex-
change, the politicians support
the powers and budgets re-
quested by the bureaucrats.

The Jobs Loss Fallacy

It is unlikely that the abowve
factors alone can explain the
broad support often seen for
protectionist policies. Such
support does not come onily
from those who have a'vested
interest in such policies.
There seems to exist a
widespread and deep-seated
feeling that opportunities for
employing domestic resources

lu mcE dnm:ltic n:ed.l

mwm |

The common perception
clearly is that protecting spe-
cific jobs is the same thing as
profecting jobs in ‘the aggre-
gate. As Mussa (1993) ob-
serves: People see the specific
jobs that may be eliminated if
protection is not granted to
some domestic i . but
they fail to perceive that the
individuals helding these jobs
(or that might hold these jobs)
will generally find employment
elsewhere ........ It is not natural
rnrmnltpmplel:;hdimthﬂ
the economic system will.
more or less. automatically
créate new jobs for those who

‘may be displaced by impert

competition.”

The writer is Assistant
Professor of Economics and
Business Administration.
North South University,
Banani. Dhaloa

Next in the series: The
Modemn Case for Free Tradc

vesigaled for the sake of well-
being of our economy.

S ] Hossain
Basabo. Dhalken

Hartal festival!

Sir. Winter. really. is a sea
~om of festivals in Bangladesh.
vow a three day hartal festival
has begun yesterday (Mondav)
in the capital under the pa-
ironage of three mainstream
political parties — Awami Lea
gue_ Jativa Party and Jamaat -e-
Islami. The festival will remain
open to public from 6 am 1o 2
pim noon on all the three days
This timing will not be appli-
cable to shopkeepers rick
shraw-puliers. venders, private
and public transports. day
labourers and rreguilar wage-
earners. The festival has been
organised with a view to @iving

people sone respite lrom the
tremendous work they have
put in during 1994 1o take the

country to the threshold of
what is popularly known as
economic prosperity. One ol
the leaders of the organisers
told this correspendent that
one of the objective of this fes-
tival is to make people use
their feet more to avold inci-
dence of heart disease. In re-
cent times coronary problems
have increased manifold due to
lack of physical exercise

Bul. one ponders. even a
couple of vedrs ago. the Jativa
Party was autdceratic” and un-
til early last year universally
the Jamaat ¢ lslamd was bran-
ded as Rasakars. to be hated
and hanged. il possitble How
irue is the axiom that politics
has sirange bedethows !

A cHEYN



