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Miss Bengali 95 is a grand title to win. R is
It may also help one w
make a regal stride into the world of gifts and
chances of a lifetime”
sort of things, specially for a Bengali girl

Al least this is what Sanchita Islam. a stu-
dent of London School of Economics. had in
mind when she filled the forms for the contest
last September. "1 thought this was a chance w0
break free from the stereotyped image of
Bengali girfls — short or shy or not pretty
enough lor such grand titles " says Miss Bengali

a big exposure 00
lashion. These are all

4. Sanchita Islam.
For any young girl —-
struggling her way l_
im the highly com |
petitive and glam t
orous world of mod |
elling. winning thi~
title was a break |
She was hoping thi-
would land her oun
higher grounds
instead Sanchita i~ .
having a difficuli
time to arrange the
fees for her final
vear in the LSE.
“When | saw tin
ad in Janomat. .
Bengali daily in
Manchéster. one ol
my [riends sug
gested me Lo give a
try. Moreover. |
thought — since we
hhave such a small
number of Bengalis
im LSC — | would
make new  friends.
and | enrolled mv
name for the com-
petition.” she ex-
plains. But for her.
things weren't very
organised or sys-
tematic. There wery
three stages of fill-
ing forms and inter-
views and fromi

these processes of

elimination. 20 finalists were sclected for the

competition.

Then began the ha-d time 5r t e finalis
They were asked to buv cos-tun #s | ¢» eveni
dresses. cockiail dress s, sarers
and of-course accessories and all with the
own money. Inves-ting 400 pounds and that
too for such beautiful clothes and 4 title was
deal for Islam but the fact that
her return was a bother for this
bright. young economist in the making.

After winning the title. following the zeroing
in the camera focus, interview antl press
conferences, was the beginning of the ball she
was waiting for. However when she looks back

|
L

not such a
she didn't

Russian Fjlm
Festival
begins today

A week-long Russian Film
Festival begins in the city to-
. day. says a press relense

Shamsul Islam. Minisier for
Commerce and Information.
will inaugurate the film festi .l
as chief guest at the Shilpakala
academy auvditorium at 5 30
.

Six Russian feature fllma -
The Kings Hunt, Tomorrow
Richard the Lion-Hearted. a
Pet From the Grey Hounds
Constellation. The Five Losi
Monks, They Fought For Theis
Motherland — will be screeed
s in Lthe lestival

The Bangladesh Shilpakiala
Academy and the Cultural
Department of the Embassy ol
Russian Federation have jointly
organised (he lestival.

Chief of the Russian Cineina
Committee Yurie Dorogkin and
famous Russian lilm dwector
Alexander Pankrato will ai-
Lend.

On the opening day film
“The Kings Humt will be sc-
reenel

Eniry cards will be availabie I

at the reception desk of the
Bangladesh Shilpakala Acade
my. Russian Cultural Cenire
and Embassy of the Russian
Federation. the release added

Hossain Ali's
death anniversary
observed

Former ambassador and
veteran freedom fighter
Hessain Ali's 15¢h death an-

yesterday. reports UNB.

Miad mahfil and Quran
ihwwvani were held at the office
of the Hossain. Ali Swmriti

Mujibnagar Swadhin
‘Bangladesh Sarker during the
Liberation War of 1971. He was

of the then Pakistan. posted in
Calcoutta mission.
Hossain Ali died in Ottowa
on Jasuary 2, 1980. He hailed
from a respeciable Muslim
family at Bangura in Pabna dis-

CHITTAGONG. Jan 2: A
special sguad of the port po-
lice recovered 560 pieces of

i

i
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Disillusioned Miss Bengali '95

i

by Raffat Binte Rashid

she geis annoyed, "I had o pay even for the
iransport o attend these things,

| never got my prize money the promised
1500 pounds and as for the trip to Venice, |
lound out later that t was just the ticket lare.
Other costs were on ne,” she says. still fight-
ing (in a way) to collect her dues — 1800
pounds. This however includes the ticket. The
promoters of this competition were avoiding
me. saying that | have to wait a lttle longer
But | do modelling to study and | have been
waiting sinice September 20." Islam does not
hitle her anger '

Al present Miss
Bengall '94 is in ,
Bangladesh to do
soine modelling for
Bibi Russell. who.
she thinks is her
suardian angel and
who has also done
the choreography
for the Miss
Bengali '94 comyj:-
tition. for ree. |
think Sanchita s
what the Bengali
wodels should be.
She is intelligent
and smart and best
ol all she is ¢y
tremely polite
Pussell suvs adding

tliat mevde<iy s
heauly

i Ty
Hendali egirl o o
anvihiug here g

is difficult
hecause of the
height and the
competition is very
hard. For' ewery
shot the models
have to project dif-
terent aspects of
their beauty in a
|asteful. beautiful
way No two pic-
tures should look
the samne. This is
inodelling there.” savs Islam to which Russell
adds "l am launching Sanchita here in a make
™ campaign. She vwill be the 'Cute’ girl.” savs
Rirssll. hepnv with her find.

Sanchit v'e father haile from Barisat a v hos
settied in London., Her mother retired trom
her race relation work butl is still a social
worker. Third among four sisters. Islam is al
the moment writing a film script and com-
“pleted a cover of a book for her uncle.

"The image of this countryv would hever re-
ally change if things are done in such unpro-
fessional way. | would have projected our -
age much better. but | never really availed ol
the chance.” she says in a disappointed way.

| here

Mis~ Hengaht s the perfiet ook

m:ni ski

';.,:'

LEFT IN THE COLD A swrandsa lamilv having @ long wail A
10 board a8 launch at the SBadirghat Launch Terminal

durning the eopposition-called R-hour harial in the city
- Star phot

{.':r"m {l' - .:J.l:' -
"'-..,1- r o t}' I‘;:ﬁ"

e
4.‘. l".‘- -

Moderale 1o severe cold wave will continue 10 sweep over
Rajshabi division and the regions of Jessore and Kushtia jrd
the next 12 hours till 6 pm today. reports UNB

A mild cold wave will also continue 10 sweep over Dhaka |
divisson and the regions of Khulna during the period. the Met
Office forecasts. i
 Night temperatore may fall by 2 1o 3 degrees Celsius over
Chittagong division. | 10 2 degrees over Dhaka. Barisal
Khuina and Rajshahi divissons and the regions of Khuina
Jessore and Rushtia

“The Met Office predicts Syihet and Comilla regions may
come under Lhe grip of the cold wave durtng the period and
Is likely 10 conmtinue in the coming week

Couniry's lowest temperature 4 3 degrees Celsius was
recorded at ishurdi and the highest 26 3 degrees at Tehnal
yesterday

The sun sets today at 5:24 pm and rises tomorrow at 642
&L

The maximum and minimum temperatures and hamidity
recorded yesterday at different parts of the country are given

Ciry Temperatures in Humidity wn

degrees Cedsius percentage

Maax Min 6Gam bpm
[ 24.3 B85 49 55
Chitiagong 25.0 13.5 79 52
Rajshahd - 21 .4 70 60O 68
Kinsna 23 8 8.0 60 63
Barrsa | 23 6 9.5 HR 50
Cox's Bazar 26.0 15.0 60 60
Sythet 22.7 135 RS 67
[ apn 20 8 44 73 73
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BIONIC BEELINE: A long queue of loaded trucks at a standstill near city’s Aminbazar roadside vesterday foliowing the
countrywide 24-hour transport strike called by the Bangladesh Transport Workers' Federation.

Reception to
Rotary Int’]
Director |

Ashfaq Ahmed Khan. Pre-
sident of Rotary Club of Metro-
politan Dhaka. hosted a

JHon in homour of visiting Ro-
lary International Director
Daniel Mooers and his wife in
the city yesterday, reports
[INB.

'he reception was at-
tended. among others, by De-
puty Speaker of ParHament
Rin Humayun Khan Panni and

past district governors of the
club,

Happy Birthday
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ASA launches
Tk 160cr credit
programme

The Assoclation for Social
Advancement (ASA), a non
covernment organisation: has
launched a poverty alleviation
trnve involving Tk 160 cr. The
programme will be conducted
without any outside fund. says
1 press release.

e amount will be dis
tributed as credit among 4
lakh landless families. includ-
ing the old and the new.

This was revealed at a
three-day future plan forrmuila
lion meeting in the citv re-
cently. -

About 2100 field workers
270 unit offies in 73 thar
will work for this programaim
It would be implemented fol
lowing the Self-reliant
Deveiopment Model deveioped
by ASA. Annual expenditure for
implementation of the pro.
gramme i= rstimaled a* Tkt
cr which wer 14 bor e entirely
irian 1he servre rhaox

Session of
"kabi gaan’
opens

Minister for Information
and C Shamsul Islam
vesterday said there is no al-
lerngtive to reading books for
Hguiring knowledge. reports
L E e '

lnnutur‘a'llni a Session” ol
‘Kabi Gaan™ on the second day
of the week-long Dhaka Book
Fair ‘95, Islam urged upon all
to use books as gift materials

He said for preservation of
the present democratic envi
ronment and for continuation
of the same a healthy society
with '‘educated people and

people (ree from prejudice is a

sl

The ministier said the pre
a1l goverpment . is making
continued efforts for creation
of such a society

islam sai! the habit of read
ing is also essential lor Nour
ishment of meril. intellect and
rultufal conesciousness

Earlier. direcior of ithe
Malional Beok Cenire .M
Habibullah delivered the ad
drees of welcome

Bangladesh
arts festival
begins in India
A Bangladesh Festival of

Arts 1n India tegan at Raldndds s
sadan In Calcutta Sunday withs

A magic show of well known
Bangladeshit magician Jewel
Alch. reporis BSS

Jewel Aich and hus team en
thralled packed audience an
the Rabindra Sadan lor two
hours. The audiFee applauded
him punctualing betwern e
ins wilh clapping

Among others Lhe andierus
inciuded Bangladesh Deputy
Hiugh Commisssoner in Calcutla
Jahangir Saadat. diplomats
setiior Indian officials . journual
ists and the city ehite

UDoordarshan Calcutta in a
programme Sunday
noon Itelecast a S50-minule
show of the magician

The five-day Bangladesh
Festival of Arts in India com-
prising magic, dance. music
and drama performances be
gan in Calcutta and other cilies
of Wesi Bengal Sunday

The Bangladesh Festival of
Arts in India is being hosted by
indian Councll for Cultural
Helations ol the External
Aflairs Ministry India and the
Department of Informationr and
Cultural Affairs. Government of

S - v

Call to turn population into
effective human forces

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas had called upon .l 16
put in their best efforis turn
the country's huge population
into eflective human forces
through proper education. re
ports BSS.

Bangladesh i1s not a poot
couniry as il is portrayed ev
eryvwhere.” he said adding. we
have rnch heritage as wrell as
resources. now the only thing
we need Is 1o ensure the opt)
mum use of our resources
through educaung ourselves

Fresident Biswas sawd this
while adlressing a reception
acrcorded to him by Fandpur
Municipality Sunday

Healith and Familv Wellare

Minister Chowdhury Kamal
ibne Yusuf attended the lunc
"hon as special guest Leaders
of different sections ol society
inchading Fahidrur Distret Bar
nresyier! advocale Sarwar
Zah.n aw\a um:on nanshads

chairinen of the district were
presciil
Charred v munictpal
chairman Fasiul Kabir Chand
the function was addressed.
among others. by Deputv co--
mmiasioner K M Nurul Huda
Referring to the close rela-
tonship between democracy
and development. the Presi-
dent urged all to keep the
democratic process unhin-
riered for the sake ol national
development and fulfilment of
the basic needs of the people
Presdent paid his regards
and respects Lo all the leaders
ol greater Fandpur area who
led the nation hrdifferent mo-
vemenis in our histon
Speaking on the occasion,
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf
urged the President o use his
good office in constructing the
Padma Brid® o connect the
countrv s southerm region wilh
oLney RIS o Lhee coumilny

CONGRATULATION

We welcome the RBritish Secretary of state for
Foreign and Commonwealth affairs, His € xcellency
Mr.Douglas Hurd, MP on his visit to Bangladesh.

7] We are grateful to His Excellency Peter ] Jowler
the British High Commissioner in Bangladesh, for
assisting us in our work.

T We are thankful to the British Council, Dhaka
for conducting the examinations of the courses run
by our ricademy.

We prepare students for the following British Courses :

N LCL R.[Homs), UK of the of Concian.

2) LL.RB.(Homs) UK of the Woverhamton Uriiversity/Holborn
Codlege. UK.

3) CIMA International UK, The Chartered Institute of
M-Tuurtﬂrm

9 ACCA. UK Chartered Association of Certified
“lccountants, UK

5) Advance Diploma in Rusiness Adminitration. UK of the
City College of Higher Education, K.

6) Dipioma in of the Leicest

7) MBA UK of the Ceicester.lniversity. U

8) m—mn'mmwmwmm-qu

Houre #13, Aned §7 Dhanmondi R.A.
Dhzka 1205, Phone : 509202, 865470

BHUIYAN ACADEMY

—

Airbus A310 departs Dhaka every Monday, Thursday, Priday, Saturday and Sunday. From Singapore
we offer convenient connections (0 all key cities in Asia, Australia, New Zealand, Burope and the 1SA

Whichever flight you choose , en route, you'll enjoy inflight service even other sirlines talk shouw

SINGAPORE AIRLINES
e e e e

West DBengal under India-
Bangladesh cultural exchanges Call your Travel Agert or SIA Office Tel 863 650 B2 661 43 640 (Do Vs
prograrmme. . 858 765, 888 779, B3 364 (Gulsbeawy) & 505 770 S0 969 (Chimagong)

T’S FOR YOU
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