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were Our first and last na-
tlutullmh'

The Prime Minister told
the countrymen. "1 will give
you the assurance with all de-
termination that we shall sin-

litical responsibilities the
Prime Minister said. "l will. in
this context. tell them again
that the of resent-
ments and protests within the
constitutional ramework is
the best way of achieving sta-
bility and progress.”

The Prime Minister said
that the way the Opposition
were increasing the woes of
the through acts of

indizo%k hartals and

sieges, the way they were try-
ing 1o stop the advancement of
the country. had become a
cause of sadness for all

“In this situation.” the
Prime Minister said. “There is
no alternative before us but to
perform the constitutional
obligation and the responsibil.
ity of power entrusted upon us
by the sovereign peopie.

"The Opposition might
move away from the pledge
they made (o the people. but it
is not possible for us to do so.”
Begum Zia said.

The Prime Minister said,
To us the interest of the
country and the nation comes
above. all else. "

She satd. “In the Jatiya

Sangsad we have passed the
Public Representation (Amen-
dment) Bill '94 and the Voters'
List (Amendment) Bill '94 with
the object of making the
election process smoother and
freer.
She said that after

the Bills the Election Comm-
ission had been strengthened

in such a manner that it
became the supreme authority
to deal with all matters
relating to elections.

The Prime Minister said.
"Now there is not the least
scope lor any party, individual
or the administration to influ-
ence the election process.”

Besides, she said, following
the decision to give the voters
identity cards to get rid of
false votes, all citizens are go-
ing to get the guarantee that
they will be able to cast their
own voles.

The Prime Minister said
that the Opposition did not re-
turn to Parliament although
they were repeatedly invited to
come back while Lhese steps
were being taken for holding
smoother and freer elections.

She said that the illogical
and rigid stand taken by the
. Opposition stlarted creating
obstacles on the way of deémo-
cratic and economic progress
of the country,

Begum Zia said that this has
created concern among differ-
ent circles at home and

alroad.

At one stage. she said. at
. the initiative of the Commo-
nwealth Secretary General, the

government held dialogue with

the Opposition.
She said that the Commo-

nwealth Secretary General's
special envoy Sir Ninian
Stephen stayed in Dhaka for
more than a month while the
dialogue took place.

“"At the negotiating table
we agreed to give as much
concession as possible within
the constitutional framework
and in the interest of democ-
racy and economic progress,”
she said.

She said. "On the other
hand, the Opposition gave
their proposal.”

The Prime Minister said.
“After considering the pro-
posals of both the sides Sir
Ninian made a new proposal,
to which we expressed our
good intention to accept in the
interest of the country
although we are the mujnﬂljr
party in Parllament.

"But the Opposition did not
agree (o accept the proposal.”
the Prime Mintster said.

"We accepted the proposal
to form an Interim government
comprising an equal number of
representatives from the gov-
ernment and the Opposition
_although we are an established

Ind constitutional government
lected through free and fair

clections,” Begum Zia said.

‘She said, "The Opposition
did not show any respect to
Hy: spirit of | ncmmmndatinn
we took.”

Instead, Begum Zia said. the
Opposition continued with its
previous programmes almed at
removing the government
through unconstitutional pre-
Ceas.
" . The Prime Minister said
that the of democraey
had been established in the
society in the interest of ex-
pression of political Opposi-
tion. resentments and protests
through the statutory fram-
ework.

Begum Zia sald. one has to
differ. with another. among
' oursejves, within the bounds of
rules and regulations in the in-
terest of social cohesion. peace

and stability.
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in the global system *
Relerring to the election

pledges of her party for the
sOCio-economic advancement

ol the country. the Prime
Minister said it was necessary
to let the nation know tu what
extent the government had
been able 1o succeed in fulfill

ing those pledges made prior |
de. I

to the elections of 199]
spite unwanted hindrances.
"We have to put our relent

less efforts in rebullding the
economic structure. which had
collapsed during the autocratic
regiine With your cooperation,
we are (bday close (o success
in this process ol economic
reconstruction and develop-
ment. We have almost over

come Lthe scenario of a
poveriy-ridden and helpless

Bangladesh, which the world |
. community sadly witnessed

during the nine years of auto-
cratic regime.” Begum Zia said.

The Prime Minister said
thal her government had been
able to erase the stigma
‘bottomless basket' which the
nation had ta swallow for long
because of wastage and cor-
ruption.

Begum Zia said that her
government had underiaken
realistic steps in democratisa-
tion. economic reforms. in
giving Lthe lead role to individ-
ual initiatives, introduction of a
market economy. restoration
of financial discipline. devel-

opment infrastructure, geating
up self-employment projects.

industrialisation. investment
and other sectors.
As a result., the Prime

Minister said, Bangladesh is
now considered a prospering
South Asian country to the
world community while indus-
trial countries were now
choosing Bangladesh as a place
for investing their capitals.

“If the momentum created
in the economy is maintained.
then at the end of this decade
Bangladesh would no longer
need foreign assistance. You
know, we have already over:

See page 3 _
3 die in separate
incidents

Three people died in sepa-
rate incidents in different
parts of the city vesterday, po-
lice said. reports UNB.

They said Liton. 13. was
critically injured as he fell
down from the top of a wed-
ding -gate at Mirpur at 5:30
am. He was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) where he died soon
after admission.

in- another incident, a con-
fectionery worker, Amina Al
Mia. 30. died on the spot after
he fell down from the third
floor of the Bombay Sweets
Factory at Shaympur in Demra
at about 8:30 am. according to
police.

A pedestrian, Ful Mia. 45,
was run over by a speeding
truck while crossing road near

Baitul Nur Mosque at Shere-¢-

Bangla Nagar at 2 pm.

Sarak Paribahan

leaders reject
strike call

The office bearers of the
Bangladesh Sarak Paribahan
Samity yesterday urged the
transport owners and workers
lo reject the unlawful strike
call given by a section of the
Sarak Paribahan Federation to-
day for realisation of some of
their demands, reports BSS.

In a statement in Dhaka.

I'. said such call for strike
the

the Biswa ljtema could never
be accepted.

The Samity leaders urgad
all concerned to keep their
transport running today.

- They also demanded the
administration (o ensure a se-
cured environment and
thereby facilitate the move-
ment of vehicles on the day.

The statement was signed
among others by
Shaharuzzaman Mortuza and
Md. Ashraf Khan, executive
president and secretary gen-
eral res of the Samity.

The office bearers of the
Dhaka Sarak Parabahan Samity
Also issued a similar statement
for rejecting the call of strike.
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Fatah's 30th
anniversary

OAZA. Jan |: PLO Chairman
Yasser Arafal led some 10,000
supperters at a rally on
Saturday with candle lights
and fireworks o mark the
30th anniversary of his Fatah
movement. reporis Reuter

Fatah su through-
out the lsraeli-occupied West
Bank also held parades o
mark their group's founding
day. Fatah. the largest
Palestinian political group. was
founded by Arafat on January 1.
| D65

Nominations
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datrs Mesars Obaidul Islam
Badal. Abdur Rob. KM Enayet
Hossain and Nazrul Islam
Talhikder This seat had fallen
vacant at the death of the then
minister of state for education
principal Mohammad Eunus
Khan.

Three candidates including
one BNP nominee and two in-
dependents submitied their

nonination.-papers for JS |48
Sherpur-3 which had fallen va
cani al the death of BNP MP
Dr Mohammad Serajul Hagq
The candidates include Moha-
mmad Mahmudul Haq IBNP)
Mohammad Hedayetuflah

lindependant) and Liakat Akl

Talukder (Independent).
In JS-247-Brahmanbaria-6

four candidates Including
Shahjahan Miah of the BNP L1
Col (Retd) Nur Mohammad
(independent). Raushan Alam
(independent) and Shahidul
Haq (Independent) flled their
nomination papers. This seal
had fallen vacan! st the death
ol BNF MP Wali Asheal

Khaleda praises JCD role
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movement.” she lold the
cheering students amid fre
quent applause and recalled

| with gratitude the sacrifices of

the JCD workers for restoring
democracy.

In this regard., she urged
the students to bulld them
selves up as worthy citizens

The meeting. scheduled .1o
begin at 10 am. started two
and a half hours late. The
Prime Minister attended the
function at 2:40 pm.

Begum Zia spoke only for
four minutes and her brief
speech frustrated the thou:
sands of JCD workers who had
to wail for long six hours to lis-
ten to her.

x:hlirnd by JCD chief Faziul
Haq Milon. the colourful func-
tion was altended by the or
ganisation’'s workers from dif-
ferent parts of the city

BNFP Secretary General and
LGRD Minister Abdus Salam
Talukdar addressed the meet-
ing as a special guest.

Other speakers included
Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman. Energy
Minister Dr Khandakar

Mosharraf Hossain. DUCSU VP '

Amanullah Aman. MP and GS
Khairul Kabir Khokon and JCD
leaders ‘Jamal Sharif Hero.
Moniruzzaman Monir. Abul
Khaer Bhutyan. Quamnuzzaman
Ratan. Shahiduddin Choydhury
Anny, Khandakar Jahangir
Alam, Nasiruddin Pintu. Shirin
Sultana and Shafiqur Rahman.
Congratulating the J&D
members on the occasion of
their organisation’s founding

NEW DELHI. Jan 1: Indian
ministers rallied around Prime
Minister P V Narasimmha Rao on
Saturday to help him fight a
key Congress party challenger.
reporis Reuler.

But 1o compound the Jead-
ership crisis. another rival quit
an imporiant party post.

Rao. facing mounting criti-
cism In the party. got his
councll of ministers to back
him in a new years eve crisis
meeting (hal discussed a letier
from Arjun Singh, who re-
signed last week as human re-

source development minister,
Singh acrused Rao of ignor-

ing the interests of the poor .

and the minorities. traditional
Congress suppeorters. He also
said Rao mishandled a probe
intp the murder of late prime
minister Rajiv Gandhi, killed
by & female suicide bomber In
1991

“The meeting completely

. ‘the allegations made
in the letter and referred the
maltter to the working com-
mittee,” a
spokesman sald after the
meeting. The working com-

mutﬂ in three of the jour
slates thal vwoled last month. is
under fire from some Congress
heavyweights ahead of eler

tions In live more slates in
whal s seen as an ackd test for
his h-.dﬂ'lh:lp

another development

anniversary and wishing them
& happy new year Hegum Zia
said, "The founder of the JCD
Shaheed Zia would have been
delighted 10 see its popularnty,
spread all over the

The JCD has emerged as
the largest students organisa
uon of the country as a result
of the untinng eflorts of ns
leaders and workers and the
ideals and principles of its
parent organisation. the BNP,
she said and thanked the JUD
workers for their uremendous
SUCCCSSes.

Addressing the meeting.
Abdus Salam Talukdar sawd
studies are the main concern
of the students but as con-
sCious citizens they could not
remain silent d national
crises They should do their
duties as and when the na-
tonal interest demanded

Regarding the resignation
of the Opposition MPs. the
BNP Secretary General said,
the reason for their resigna-
tlon.'as stated in their jetlers.
was Tidiculous .

*How could we make
Parhament ineflective? We are
the majority in the House!" he
said.

About the Opposition de-
mand for early general elec-
tions. Salam Tahlukdar categor
ically said. “The next polls will
be held in 1996.°

He also alleged that the
Awami League never practised
democracy during its long
history. Elaborating. he said.
this party had killed the
Speaker of the then provincial

government .

Narain Dutt Tiwan quit as the
party s chief In Uttar Pradesh.
india’'s most populous state, In
protest over Raos refusal 1o
witbdraw the party's legislative
support to the state s opposi
tlon party government

Rao's government faced a
grave December

Besides Singh 1hree minis
ters have relingquished office

during the month. and a fourth _

resignation is pending

Resignations
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that he had heard about such a

move but declined 1o elaborate

He said. "It would be wise
not o disclose about
ot S
sides have become scared fol-

reports.”

He said that BNP lead-
ers have not yet met to discuss
Lhe sftuation arising out of the
submission of the opposition
MPs resignation.

Meanwhile. the condition of
parliament Speaker Shaikh
Razzak Ali, undergoing treat-
ment at the Suhrawardy
Hospital. has impgroved Rufther.

The resignations of the
Opposition members would
oot become effective nor the
147 seats be declared vacant
unless the parllament secre-
tarial issurs a notcr

All the resignation letiers
are lying with Speaker. who
would scrutinise those before
notifications.

assembly in 1968, paving the
way for Ayub Khan w clamp
martial law The genocide of
1971 could have heen averted
i the Al had Laken Into confl-
denee the people. Instead. the
party took into confidence
Yahya Khan and Zulfikar AN
Bhutto. he added.

ASM Mostafizur Rahman. in
his speech, said, Shaheed Zia
lounded the JCD 10 work for
democracy and give a mortal
blow 10 those who spoke
against democracy.

"By virtue of the JCD's un-
uring eflforts, each and every
citizen of the country is now
coniscious aboutl demeocracy.”
he sald.

About the demand for im- |

mediate national elections.
Mostafiz emphatically said,
"We worl't announce eleclions
before the cowpletion of the
present governmenl s five-year
term”,

Replying to the Oppositio-
n's plan for an all-out agitation
to unseat the government. he
saud. "We are not afraid of such
warnings. We were on the
streets and new are in power.
If need be. Wp can go back to
the sireets.

Blasting the Opposition for
calling hartals frequently. an
angry Mostafiz said. “They call

A hartal whenever my guests

are here. Do they have any
enmity with the Foreign
Minister?". he asked pointing
jo some hartals last vear which

coincided with the visits of

various foreign delegations.
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3 flpating diesel
dcpots at Nagarban

NAGARBARI (Pabmna) Jan 1:
Three floating depots with a
capacity of 500 metric tons of
diesel each were installed at
the Nagarbari ferryghat today
1o cater the demand
ol fuel ofl in northern region
during the ensuing Yrigation
season. reports [UNB.

Chairman of the state-run
Bangladesh Petroleum Carpo-
ration (BPC] M Faziul Hoq

formally imaugurated the
commercial network of the
depots.

The depots have been in-
ﬂ.-ihdumhr -F'm
of Meghna Limited, -
Jamuna Oil and
Padma Oil Company — three
marketing arms of the BPC.

The BPC chairman baid the
government had launched spe-
cial drives to keep steady and
normal the supply of fuel
allover the country. particu-
larly in the nerthern region.
during the forthcoming dry
season. -

Faziul Hoq said the normal
demand of diesel in the coun-
try s northern regiori is about
7.000 to B.000 metric tons a
month, but during the irriga-

tion season the demand rises )

up to 20.000 to 30.000 metric
tons.

O]Sposition
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"Prople had Wxpecied that
she would announce the disso-
lution of Parliament and fresh
polla, the JP leader added

Responding o the address.
Jamaal Secretary General
Matiur Rahman Nizami com
mented that Begum Zia fabled
to spell ool any direction or
take any pragmalic sirp lo re
solve the post rrﬂﬁutum eri
»ia

Nizaml was also t'rltltll ol
the Prime Ministers warning
o deal with the Opposition ag
ation with a strong hand and
said. this would only compl
cate the situation

The Workers' Party termed
Begum Khaleda Zia's speech
frustrating and said it would
not help matters

Al a méeting yesterday. the
Workers' Party politburo reit

eraled fis demand for immed)- |

ate resignation of the govern-
ment. dissolution olf
Parliament and fresh polls un-

der a carethker government.
Reacting to the Prime

" Mimster's address, Shamsu-

ddoha. an MP belonging 1o the
Ggna Forum, saild the crisis
could yet be resolved if the two
leaders, Begum Zia and Sheikh
Hasina. sit together for a new
rownd ol dialogue

Hartals

Froin Page 1 Coul B
She said the BNP govern-
ment compelled the
Opposition MPs. who repre-
sented 69 per cent of volers,
Lo resign by ignoring the 'mass

demand for a neutral care-
taker goternment.

Meanwhile, the City Awami
League brought out a torch
procession in the cily yester-
day evening in support of har-
tals.

The Awami League will also
hold a’ post-hartal rally today at
4 pm at Bangabandhu Avenue.
The rally will be followed by a
torch procession.

Mestin in Kabul
for solution to
Afghan crisis

KABUL. Jan 1: A senfor UN
mmmm’h-
new year bid o reach a peace-
Mm:mw‘-
blaody civil war A day afler
President Burhanuddin
Rabbani's terp in effice lapsed.
reports AFP.
M"'ﬂ';ttheuuu this is
! the presidential
term of Rabbani. and to see
when hﬂlrnﬂnm

UN lpfﬂll‘ representative
Mahmoud Mestir! (old journal-

ists shortly afler his arsival iy .

the Alghan capital

Rabbani, the leader of the
Jamiat-i-Islami faction. was
elected Alghan president for a
iwo-year lerm on December
28, 1992, but has so far de-
clined to hand over power in
the absence of an interim gov-
errunent body

‘1 do have some suggestions

. ‘ Ehe Baﬂu i DHAKA MONDAY :ANU:&RY 2, 1995
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Indomitable

For the Mitsubishi Pajero, the worid'’s like Super Select 4WD, Multi-Mode ABS
most difficult terrain is not an obstacle—  and 3-mode variable shock shsorbers:
' it's a challenge. And time afier time, the and a sclection of engines that runs
Pajero succeeds in going where other from powerful 10 extremely powerful.
vehicles would be forced w turn back. To fans of the Pajero’s rally triumphs,
= In long-distance rallies around the the most pleasant surprise is always the
world, the Pajero has conguered the luxury of the comfortable, spacious
most unforgiving routes, from scorching imcrior. It's also exceptionally versatile,

sand dunes in the Sahara desert 10 the
treacherous mud and ice of the northern
. Buropean winter. The Pajero’s all-eerrain
mastery results from a combination of
brains and brawn: advanced sechnology

a$ its rear seats fold 1o provide extra cargo
capacity. And with its wide, aggressi
stance and clean, modern profile, the
Pajero looks just as good on city strects
a8 MOp Mmountains.
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