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Aussies in Hopman Cup qtrs

PERTH. Jan 1I:
Former “i'lllblt
den
PaL Cash won his
singles and then
leamed with

Ty

A

Rristie Radiord to take out
the mixed doubles as Australia
ralled Te defeat South Africa
4-1 Sunday in a first-round
match at the Hopman Cup

leams tennis
reports AP.
Cash downed Christo van
Rensburg 7-5. 6-2 in the
men s singles and he and
Radford then beat Van
Rensburg and Amanda Coetzer
7-6 (T7T-2). 76 (11-9) in a
lense decisive mixed doubiles.

ournament.

Coetzer earlier had beaten

Radford 6-1. 6-1 in the open-
ing women's singles.

Cash. 29 is maklng a
comeback after a succession of
knee and back injuries. He un-
derwent back surgery 11
months ago.

I've been working really
h.arda.ln:lﬂ:hecnalulglurd
-slog.” he said. "1 feit like | was
ready to play this summer and
lhmmagnndslan

champien

Unseeded Australia will now
lace the delending champions
Czech Republic team of Peur
Korda and Jana Novotna in the
guanertinals on Tuesday

Coelzer was lar mwore con-
sistent and mobile t(han
Radiord in the womens sin-
gles. taking a 5 U Jead in the

first set and then streaking
through the last five games.
The victory took her just 57
minules.

Cash won eight of the last
10 games against, van
Rensburg, serving and volley-
ing impressively — and he then
lifted Radford in the doubles.

‘I was nervous in the sin-
gles. but in the mixed | just
went for my shots and it came
off.” Radford said. "It was awe-
some playing with Pat.”

Cash, a longtime critic of
women's tennis, said he had
been surprised by the caliber
of play in the doubles.

"Both girls had great re-
flexes.” he said. "It seemed the
harder Christo and 1 hit it, the
more it came back.”

Van Rmshurg said he was

disappointed the seventih-
seeded South Africans had not
taken gdvantage when they had
a service break in the second
setl ol the doubles.

'l was depressed. because |
thought we played well enough
to win the second set, but we
didn't play well enough on the
right points.” he said.

The South Africans served
nine double faults in the dou-
bles, including three by van
Rensburg in the game that al-
lowed the Australlan pair to
break back in the second set.

Radford caught the bug —
double-faulting when the
Australians had their second
match point at 7-6 in the

tiebreaker — but she q kal_'q
r:gain:d her composure

choked.”
wards.

The four-top-seeded teams:
the Czech Republic, Germany,
Spain and the United States.
all received first round byes in
the 12-nation tournament,
which continues through Jan 7
and offers a first prize of US
t:ll.rs 154.000 to the winning

she giggled alflter-

PERTH. Jan 1:
Formef Wimble-
don champion
Pat Cash hopes a

new service

X

exercises will prove the key to
success as he attempts another
tennis comeback, reports AP.
in
mmmhhdzmmm
in 1987 and underwent back
surgery 11 enonths ago.
He underlined he is serious
about his latest return 1o the

Superdome.
Cash downed Christo van
Rensburg 7-5. 6-2 in the

men's singles and he and |

Kristine Radford then beat Van
Rensburg and Amanda Coetzer
-6. (7-2). 7-6 (11-9) as
Australia defeated seventh-
seeded Sowth Africa 2-1 in a
first -rovnd :
Cash said the ballet exer-
cises helped him strengthen
Wis back, while the new ser-

gnything like that.” he said.
“f's an exercise routine that
the ballet dancers do. It is ba-

ﬁﬂykmupmmh

action and ballet

s

Ba]let behind Cash mag1c

work and the stretehing exer-
cises to get me mobile again.”

Cash said his serve now -
volves less twisting.

"To say that | hadn't been
through some inconsistent pe-
riods with my other serve
would be lying.” he said. "I
think every plaver has prob-

PAT CASH
lems with their serve. but as

far as power goes. | think it's
new as powerful. f not more

pltrrtrful.

“I've done a lot of studying
and video analysis of my serve.
and the serves of other play-
ers, to help me visualize the
right way to serve.

"It might not look that obvi-
ous to most people. but it's a
guite significant change.”

Cash, who led Australia to
two Davis Cup titles, said he
still is a long way from his best.

"I've been working like a
slave to get back and things
are going well so far,” he said.

"The object is to start play-
ing these (top) guyk. so it's
obviously very exciting for me
to start playing them again —
at least bﬂnﬂ in the tourna-

E.w bhe vou lose the first

round a lew limes, but it
deesn’'t matter as long as you
are in there.

“The goal is to keep

'lmptm'lng and stay injury-free,

and if you do that you'll play
good tennis.”

Cash's currrent comeback is
his third since his Wimbledon
triumph — and he says he is
more determined than ever.

"With my back they wrote
me offl and | tame back. and
after my Achilles injury they
wiote me off and } came back.

1 think people are going to"

run nut of ink before | disap.

NEW YORK, Jan 1:

in optimism. Yet how
could any team be but
positive with s as s
coach?

“Physically. | know some-
thing would have to
me.” he said "1 wasn't
well and | knew | wasn't deing
well, so | peeded to do what |
did.”

He went into sportscasting
for two years. then was lured
back to cvaching by thenh
Patriots owner .James Orth-
wein

The Patriots were |-11 last
season. than ran ofl a four

Parce“lls named coachof-the-year

when evervthing suddenly
jelled. New England came back
to win that game and took its
next six to qualify for the play-
offs for the first time In eight
years

And nobody is hotter than
the Patriots. who play at
Cleveland on Sunday

"We're in a ition
because we re 11 the 1T hha-

ment.” Parcells said "Let's go-
back to the beginning of the
year. Who were the consensus
picks for the Super Bowl! from
the AFC (American Fooiball
Conference)?

“They (Pufiale and the Los
Angeles Raiders) are not in the
wurnament No one knows

H

Burrell, Di Centa |

picked as best
athletes of 1994

MILAN. Jan | Italy's
largest sports daily on Saturday
picked US sprinter Leroy
Burrell and ski cross country
ace Manuela Di Centa of Italy as
best world athletes of 1994,
reports AP

Brazil's soccer team led Lhe
US basketball quintet in the
standings for squads published
by Gazzetta_dello Sport of
Milan.

in the traditional year end
survey by the Itallan sports
dally Burrell, who set a world
record of 9.85 seconds In the
100-meter dash, led the men's
lists with 504 points.

Russian swimmer Alexander
Popov edged Spanish cyclist
Miguel Indurain for second
place, with 498 points.

Hristo Stoichkov, the
Bulgarian striker of Barcelona,
was the only soccer figure in
the men's lists ninth with 217
points.

Di Centa. who won five
medals in the women's cross

country in the Olympic games
al Lillehammer. received 607

points.

Another cross country
skier, Russian Ljubov Yegorova.
placed second with 588
points, ahead of German
swimmer Franziska Van
Almsick.

Brazil. who d-efcalcd italy in
the World Cup soccer finals,
dominated the teams stand-
ings with 288 points.

The US basketball team.
which also the world title
in 1994, got'219 points.

I'nree time Olympic ski
champion Alberto Tomba led
Lthe lists of the best Italian
athletes of 1994 and that of
the most popular sport figure.

Tomba beat Italian soccer
star Roberto Baggio and
German tennis player Boris
Becker in the survey of papu-
larity, carried out among
Gazeetta readers.

About 100 Gazreta dello
Sport reporters. who voted in
the .yearly survey of their
newspaper. expressed a spe-
cial thought for one of the best
athletes ever, Brazilian
Formula one driver Ayrton
Senna who was killed in a
crash during the Grand Prix of
San Manino at Imola last May

That's business

TOKYO. Jan 1: The Japa-
nese construction companies
who have donated some 330
million yen (3.3 million
dollars) to the Nagano Winter
Olympics have won mgst of the
orders from Games-related
projects, it wiis reperted tLo-
day. reports AFP,

The bidding committee for
the 1998 Games received 1 08
billion yen in corporate dona-
tions. out of the 2.17 billion
yen collected in revenue which
also included subsidies from
local administrations. Mainichi
newspaper sald.

General contractors. which
have won orders for venues of

the Olympic figure skating
speedakating. ice hockey. bob
sleigh. luge skl jumping and
opening and closing cere
monies. made contributions of
severgl milion yen to 10 mil
lion yen. the newspaper said
Nagano, s mountiain resort
in the J Alps north-
wral of . ourtbid Salt Lake

- I_
. .

Deruartu Tulu from Et.hmpm crosses the finishline in the 70th San Silvestre New Y
Paulo, Brazil on Dec 31. It is the first time Ethiopia wins this race in women's category.

SADO PAOLO. Jan
Ronaldo Costa
held off fast-clo-
sing Ecuadopran
Silvio Guerra by
| three seconds
Saturday to become the first
Brazilian since 1985 to win the
annual year-end St Silvester
|1 5-kilometer race. reports AP.
The 24-year-old Costa
hugged everyone around him.
wept. pranced around
podium and kissed the
Brazilian flag
"Only as | approached the

finish line did | realize that |

had won the race.” Costa said.

he repeatedly dedicated his

victory to the Brazilian people

lndh'q:u

year.”
Costa completed the dis-

tance through the streeis of
South America's largest city in
44 minutes. 11 seconds. beat-
ing a field of 8000 from 19
countries and claiming a win,
ner s purse of dirs 10,000

Earlier. Derartu Tulu of
Ethiopia beat defending cham-
pion Helen Kimaiyo of Kenya
by 22 seconds Saturday to win
women s division. The 22 year-
old Tulu completed the dis-
tance in 51:17 0 best a field of
about 2.000 and earn dirs
7.000

Guerra finished eight sec-
onds ahead of Mexico's
German Silva. who ran the
race in 44:22. Fourth place
went to Brazil's Vanderlei
Cordeiro de Lima in 44.24

with Ethiopla's Addis Abebe in
fifth in 44:52.

A pack of unknown, ama-
teurs took the early lead. ap-
parently seeking to earn a few
moments of glory before the
television cameras.

Al about the sixth kilome-

ter. Lima came from fourth to
move to the front and stayed
there for several minutes be-
fore Costa ard Abebe caught
him. .
The three quickly separated
themselves from the rest of
Lthe pack and shared the lead
through the 11th kilometer.

Lima soon fell behind.
abandoning the lead to Costa
and Abebe.

As they approached the fi-
nal 3 kilometer uphill stretch,
Costa pulled ahead and quickly

t9 20. Guesra quickly closed on
Costa and appeared ready to
take the lead. But Costa. who
finished seventh last year.
found a late kick to claim wic-
tory.

The race is named after St.
Silvester, the Roman Catholic
saint whose feast day is cele-
brated Dec. 31. It was first run

In 1924 and was the brainchild

of Casper Libero. founder of
the Gazeta Esportiva newspa-
per — the event’'s main sporn-
SOF.

Thousands of spectators
lined the race's course cheer-

ing and applauding. Some

hrultr through police lines to

e

L .

run alongside the athletes but
were quickly chased away by
police.

In the women's race. Tulu
and Kimaiyo broke away with
about 4 kilometers remaining.
In the final 3 kilometer, up-
hill stretch, Tulu overtook
Kimalyo and quickly opened a
gap of about 30 meters, easily
I;nﬂnummg it across the finish

ne.

"Although this was the first
time I ran the St. Silvester

-race, | really expected to win

because | was in excellent
shape after tralning in high
altitudes,” Tulu said. "] am ex-
tremely hnppy and I'll be back
next year.”

Solange Cordeiro de Souza
took the early lead as the race
began under a heavy but briel
thunderstorm.

The relatively unknown 285-
year-old Brazilian . rprisingly
kept the lead through the first
7 kilometers, but tired and
gave way lo a quartel inclu
- y q ding

With Tulu. Kimalyo. Dias
Mancilla and Munerotto led
the pack for abou! 2 kilome-
ters until Tulu and Kimaiyo
shot ahead and shared the
lead.

“Kimaiyo finished Iin 51:39,
12 seconds ahead of three-
time winner Maria del Carmen
Dias Mancilla of Mexico.

Catherine Kirui of Kenya
was fourth in 52:24 with Rosa
Hun:mllu of Italy next in

ear s eve road race through the streets of Sao

— AFP photo

Costa came, saw, conquered | 7w ook

Granada-Dakar
rally begins

GRANADA, Spaln, Jan -
Participants in the revamped
auto rally to Dakar, Senegal
warmed up Sunday In a 170-
kilometer (105-mile) time
trial around this southern city
before heading off to the
Mediterranean port of Motril,
reports AP.

Some 449 entrants in cars,
trucks and motorcycles hope
to reach Dakar Jan. 15 after
driving 10.000 kilometers
(6,200 miles) through Spain,
Morocco., Mauritania, Guinea
and Senegal.

The aim of the new orga-
nizers of the event — fi
known as the Paris-Dakar — is
to revive interest in what was
once auto-racing's premier
desert rally. according to
Hubert Auriol. the new man-
ager. Auriol is the only driver
to have won the Paris-Dakar in
both the motorcycle and auto-
mobile categories.

The race is divided into 14
legs. each testing both naviga-
tional skills and speed. The
one rest day is Jan. 8.

It's a very varied and care-
fully chosen course that's going
o make us sweat a lot. The
important thing is to know
when to attack to get an advah-
one of the favourites in motor-
cycles. told Madrid's *daily El
Mundo.

Race organizers TSO re- -
sponded favourably to a bid
irom Granada to stage the rally

this year as of a promo-
tional effort for the Jan. 29-
Feb. 12 World Alpine Ski
Championships in nearby
Sierra Nevada.

. In the past al years
interest in the rally had
lagged. In part because the

course was thought to be teo

long.
French drivers are favored

to win. although the Spanish

prﬂlhuhamtmmum
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