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Dhaka Day by Day =
The Tokai as Guru

by Andaz

Learn philosophy from the Tokai the uni- ipal garbage — his playground and research
versal symbeol of the street urchin. The lord of centre. He is actually a field worker, removing
the road, with none to dispute his sovereignty. ‘some samples lor recycling His innocent con-
he tickles the mind of the onlooker. Take a 'tribution towards the containment of the

closer look at him. What makes hing so care- greenhouse effect.

free. laugh- Plain living
ing under the Hﬁd,o\ la and plain thin-
load of nagging o —'—y\ "‘ o | king. at the hu-
adversity? Born _ A \ ‘ "\ I " mblest level,
free. he is inde- - )_ ; . sceking peither
pendent — il s > recognition nor
the NGOs or the ‘ ‘V approbation. .
projects caich — éq' L b The Tokal |Is
up with him. Dt o ‘_../‘ virtually inde-
Seen in cou ' pendent of in-
atries rich and dustrial capital-
poor. the Tokai ism. He can do
is immune to all without the gar-
secial symbols mient industry.
ol civilization — The bazaar is
GNP. GDP or his dining tabile,
XYZ (the ADP is and the trans-
trying to catch port strike can-
up with him). not mar his
mobility. He has
m Jdearnt to live a
a panoramic gr- cashless life,.
and seat for a encashing on
closer look at the tugging of
the jesting Pi- the heart of the
late. There is heartless. At the
more philoso- bazaar, with the
phy in the life of ~cane basket pe-
Tokai than fou- rched upon his
nd In the books. head, he culti-
Let us take a vates an econ-
few lessons from omy of life no

him. as he flits about. more free and cheerful finance minister could offer to the nation.

The Tokai's power of resistance is grossly
under-estimated. He appears to be
germ-proof. considering his multi contacts
with the leftovers of daily life. His tribe threat-

unmake. ens the very livelihoed of the medical

power of economics and the elegance of the sion. The protective quality of divine mercy
ugly duckling named democracy. _ acts beyond human logic. _

The political leaders impress him not. as he The words of wisdom are ever beyond the
patronisingly lends a helping hand during the ears of the Tokai child. Live your life as if it
“wmm:—umww were the last day of your life. He has no care
Is strictly : "'“'“'I issue or -circulating the
the *?“l at S for the morrow, thereby short-circulating

modern diseases bugging the millions in the
billion dollar industry. The mass media and

toward< Litical mene- .t't lﬂﬂ] tﬂhm affect him not.
o The Tokai's vision may be myopic. but his

L philosophy is infinitely compassionate. And he
child’s play of the munic ' knows it not.

e — —————. e

Weathei

Dry weather may prevail over the couniry with temporary
cloudy sky over the regions of Chittagong. Noakhali, Barisal.
Potuakhali, Khulna. Faridpur and Dhaka in the next 12 hours
ending 6 pm today, teports UNB.

-Night temperature may fall by 1 to 2 degrees Celsius gver
Rajshahi division and the regions of Kushtia. Tangail.
Mymensingh and Jessore and remained nearly unchanged
elsewhere over the country during the period.

A further fall in the temperature is expected in the next
two days, weathermen said adding that little change is likely A
t0 take place In the temperature readings in the coming
week

Video award for
Aminul Kawser

for video, “The Girl Child", \The country's lowest temperature 6. 4 degrees Celsius was {
In an international video com- recorded at and the highest 27 8 degrees at Teknaf
petition. says a British Council mmmlnﬁyﬂlrﬂﬂl#dMﬂnTwmrﬂ
press release 6.42 am.

The competition, first of s | The temperature readings and humidity percentage
iﬂ.-r-“bytheanum rmﬂnﬂrrﬁrnﬁﬂrmtpuﬂ-ufmrmumnmr
Council and the World | @ven below:

Broadecasting Trust, atirpcted | Oty Temp (in Celstus) Humidity
78 entries from 23 countries. | max. min ﬂrmgg
Eight of the ‘entires were [ Mhaabon . e A 191 ]

awarded and nimne others were Chittagong 26 5 125 K] 73
highly commended . Cox's Bazar 26 5 140 & 70

The video competipion on Rajshati 210 10.# a0 4
Women in Mml" was Khulna 24 4 130 (515 )
aimed at groups In develop [hariol 25 4 116 ns 77
ment flelds with special em Sylhet 24 K 130 4
phasis on the role of women 1 [Danajpnar 220 (6 4 A% ¥
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British Council
Teaching Centre

opens Jan 4

The new premises of the
British Council Teaching Cen-
tre will be opened on January
4. says a British Council press

release yestergay.
. The British Secretary of
State for Foreign and

Commonwealth Affairs, Douglas

Hurd, MP, will officially open
the teaching centre during his
three-day visit to Bangladesh.
Many hundreds of
Bangladeshis in public and
professional life have enjoyed
courses in the teaching centre,
often before travelling
Britain or other countries for
government f{unded
training or studies, the release
added.
The teaching centre pro-
vides aver ten thousand class
hours of teaching each year in
a range of courses which in-
clude general English pro-
grammes for members of the
public and tallor-made courses
for local business clients.
The centre also provides i1
ternationally recognised lan-
Ruage assessment. including
language audits for commercial
companies, and a translation
and editing service,

Poet Ahsan Habib's
birth anniversary

today

By Staff Correspondent

The 78th birth anniversary
of poet Ahsan Habib will be ob-
served today.

Poet Ahsan Hatwb served as
literary page editor of a ver-
nacular daily "Dainik Bangia
for a long period,

He has to his credit a nem-
ber of books. On this occasion.
Ahsan Habib Smriti Purashkar
Committee’ has awarded Kabi
Ahsan Habib Shahitya Puras-
hkar ‘94" to poet Nirmalendu
Goon. The award giving cere-
mony will be held an January
12 at Bishwa Shahitya Kendro.
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Visitors at a stall

on the
The National Book Centre
fair.

ning day of the fortnight-long
I Dhaka Boi Mela '95 at city’s Bijoy Swarani yesterday.

has organised the book
— Star photo

 Fortnight Dhaka Book

Fair ’95

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday stressed
the need for making reading
habit a social movement in the
country. reports UNB.

“Talents flourish through
pursuit of knowledge for which
there is no alternative 1o
reading books.” she pointed
oL

Begum Zia was inaugurating
a two-week "Dhaka Book Fair-
1995 near Bijovy Sarani yes-
ierday afternoon. on the occa-
ston of the ‘national book day’
organised by the National Book .
Centre

The Prime Minister an-
nounced that the government
will take steps for effectively
running at least one library
each thana by granting finan-
cial assistance and ensuring
supply of books.

This. she said. will create a
library network at the thana

begins
level and help people in the
remole areas in promoting
their reading habit.

The Prime Minister last
year announced that every
English New Year's day will be
observed as the national book

day’ which should be followed
by book fairs at the district
headquarters.

The fair in Dhaka features
stalls of 63 publication houses.
inchuding foreign publishers
for the first time in the coun-
try’s history.

Terming educated people
the nation's driving force,
Begum Zia said. the present
government laid special stress
on education. In this context.
she described books as the
source of education. knowl-
edge and joy. "One needs to
read books for knowing lfe
and building it beautifully.”

Int’]l meet on
investment
from Jan 23

. a leading
internation journal, in con-
Junction with the Bangladesh
Board of Investment (BOI), will
organise a three-day interna-
tional meet on “the Bangla-
desh investment conference:
the emerging tiger" from
January 23 in the city.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Is expected to in-
augurate the conference,
where delegates from home
and abroad will be briefed
about the opportunities of di
rect and Indirect investment
in Bangladesh.

This is for the first time the
Euromoney is holding such a
conference in Bangladesh,
which will be sponsored by a
leading group of international

institutions.
Speakers (rom both home

and abroad, comprising minis-
ters, government officlals and
representatives of financial

b institutions, will deliver lec-

tures an subjects ranging from

‘fiscal! policy reforms’ to
‘evolution of the Bamngladesh
stock market'.

Book fair
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Jan 1: Fishe- -

ries and Livestock Minister
Abdullah Al-Noman today
called upon the literate people
lci‘ develop reading habit in
ofder o acquire more
knowledge about national his
tory. culiure and the past. re.
ports BSS.

Speaking as chief guest at
the inaugural function of the
week-long book fair at the
Chittagong Stadium
Gymnasium here the minister
said, the more we read the
more we know, and a learned

man is honoured everywhere.
More than thirty book sialls

have been set up at the fair
which will end on January 7.

Book fair begins
in Khulna

KHULNA, Jan 1: A week-
long book fair began at the
Unmesh Chandra Publie
Library auditorium here today.
reports UNB.

City Mayor Sheikh Tayebur
Rahman inaugurated the fair
which was also attended by
Deputy Commissioner Kazi
Reazul Huq.

Some 30 stalls have been
set up at the fair.

From page 12
come our loreign depervlence

to a greatl extent.” she tald her

counirymen and added that
the rontribution of domestic
resources to the development

- PM's address t6 nation

there was no existence of
democratic institutions.

She said in such a disas-
trous soCio-economic situation.
the BNP had taken over the

responsibility of running the
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budget was about 38 per cent
in the current fiscal year com-
pared to negative contribution
in fiscal 1990

Mentioning the figure of the
country s foreign exchange re-
serves of over 3 billlon US dol-
lars (abowt Taka 13,000 crorel
Begumy Jia aaid 1 wae an all-
limre feat

high resared

Hangladr=l)

“shw maird 1hiat as o rreult
trultnfaltbion o) ed sl et
plitve and trtorine in fied al ar)
isirtary polinira [ 1he rate nf
illativin wan i A the brwe et
st mainvaipingg stability din
! jrrre Ih-r’ '

Slnilarly she ol (he

Lietut] Of falsing (1w pwy fapsila
Imroiner was also fontinoing

aful am o resalt of e agr
el ol cxjusl oriented jndlus
Ifial initlatives HBangladesh s

FRpott cartungs had 1 regee
by inver Taka 3 thousand « rore
T ailium

The Prime Minister saud
that the stick rachange of
Bangladesh had now createrd
all unprecedented momentum
in the capital marke

All these she sasd were the
indices of country s flounshing
LNy

isegum Zia said the long ab
serice ol the Opposition (rom
the Jauva Sangsad was really
sad because the Sangsad was
eslablished at the cost of so
much hardship and sorrow of
the countrymen and shedding
of bilood

She said. * You have clecterd
all of us with (wo objectives
to reslore democracy and at-
lain economic prosperity The
unfettered ways of modern
civiisation. human rights and
the flourishing of human capa-
bilities are the contributions of
democracy

Begum Zia said the human
race is yet lo innovate an la

lernative system o democracy .

for their welfare

The Prime Mimister said it
was know to the people that
the country’s economy col-
lapsed totally under the nine-
year autocratic regime. The
country s education system had
also been destroyed in the (ace
of terrorism and session jams.

The purchasing capacity of
the peasants, workers and the
commonman had been re
duced to Zero. she added.

Begum Zia said due to the
loot during the autecratic
regime. the national exche:
quer had become empty. The
rate of inflation Increased be
yond control. All kinds of so
cial values were eroded and

aflatrs of state.

Begum ZIA recalled the
establishment of
democracy through the 12th
constitutional amendment in
the Jatiya Sangsad which was
set op through a free and fair
election.

The Prime Minister said
(rar political and constitu
tioonial rommitment s
sttrngthening the democratic
prowras and eatablishment of
principies and values in every
sphere

Wr arre firmly going ahead
to folfill that commitment

She said that she could tell
the nation with prde that the

prople of this country had
never in the recent past. wit

nesacy] st h a denuwratic ays
temh which has been prevailing
in Bangladesh uslay Freedom
Of speech and opinion is un
lnite! loday she adderd

She said that the press
which 1p one of the main pil
lars ol demuxracy has been
riijoying lotal freedom The
judiciary has been working
compietely independently. The
actountatility of the admins
iration  has been ensured
through the parliamentary
slanding comunitiees and the
local guvernmenis are being
conducted through elected
representatives she said

The FPrime Minister sald
she had come before the peo
ple at an important time in the
politics of :

She thought it necessary to
inform the countrymen as to
how far she had been able to
perform her responsibilities
saleguarding democracy.

Begum Zia said. in 1982 au-
locratic rule was imposed in
the country by illegally ousting
the elected BNP government.

Since then, we had waged
movement for the restoration
of democracy In the country.
In that movement. you were
uncompromising. In that
movement. throughout the
country. we have lost many of
our companions.” The nation.
Begum Zia said. would remem-
ber thetr contributions with
gratitude for ever.

The Prime Minister said
the autocratic system of .ad-
ministration had flhtﬂ

.- fasf
She said in the free and
elections held in 1991, the
people had entrusted the re
sponsibility of running the af
fairs of the state to the BNP as
the major party which led the

democratic struggle.
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Children‘s Jpainting
competition held

By Staff Correspondent

A children’s painting com-
petition was organised by
Kendrio-Kachi-Kanchar Mela

yesterday at the Institute of
Fine Arts premi on the oc-
casion of the h birth an-

niversary of Shilpacharya
Zainul Abedin. says a press re-
lease,

Around 400 children of the
age group between two and a
half years and 15 years. took
part in the competition. hau-
gurated by Begum Jahanara
Abedin, wife of the
Shilpacharya.

The best-adjudged three
prize winners are: Ka group —
Indrani Reoy Archi (4).
Charukaru Gallery: Kha group
— Munabil Faroque (10), Govt
Laboratory High School, and Ga
group — GM Muntasir Hasan
(14). National Bank Public
School. Besides, 17 others got
prizes,

Meanwhile. Kachi-Kanchar
Mela also organised a children
recitation compelition on

~December 30 on the occasion

of the 92nd birth anniversary
ol poet Jashimuddin.
The best three winners are:

* Ka group — Nusrat Yasmin

Rumpa (6-2) of Ganderia
Kishalaya Mela. Kha group —
Nashid Islam Shutapa (9) of St
Francis Javiours School. and
Duree Maknun Nabi (11) of
Manipur High School from Ca
group. This apart, 21 children
also got prizes.

Prizes of both the contests
will be distributed at a function
al the PG Hospital auditorium
on January 5 at 4 pm.

Former BCIC
official dead

Engineer Rokounddin Mo-
lla, a former achctinnal general
manager ol Baugl.ulesh Chem-
ical Industries Corporation
(BLCIC). died in a road accident
on December 30 at Sarulia
near Dhaka. He was 59 says a
press release,

He left behind his wife, two
daughters, on» son and host
of relatives and admirers to
mour h_t: death

Anniversary
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dection I-INVITATION FOR BIDS

l. The Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh has received a
Credit from the International Development Association (IDA) in various
currencies towards the cost of the Third Rural Electrification Project. and
It is intended that part of the proceeds of this Credit will be applied,
through the Rural Electrification Board, to eligible payments under the
Contract for supply & installation of substation equipment 1000 KVA with
200 KVA generator and area lighting for the 10-storied Rural Electrification
Board's (REB) Head Office Building at Joarshahara. Dhaka

2. The Superintending Engineer, Dhaka Zone. Rural Electrification Board

now invites sealed bids from eligible Bidders for the “supply and installation

of sub-station equipment 1000 KVA with 200 KVA generator and area
lighting which includes supply. installation. testing. commissioning. and
maintenance of the same.

Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from and

inspect the Bidding Documents at the office of the Superintending

Engineer. Dhaka Zone, Rural Electrification Board. House No. R28. Road

No. 19 (old). Dhanmondi R/A. Dhaka-1209. Bangladesh.

A complete set of the Bidding Documents may be purchased by any

interested eligible Bidder on being determined qualified for the purchase

on submission of a written application to the above and upon payment of
non-refundable fee of Tk. 2000/ - (Taka two thousand) or US$ 55 (United

States Dollar fifty five). For each set of Bidding Documents purchased. only

one Bidder is eligible to bid. ’

All bids must be accompanied by a bid security of not less than two point

five zero per cent (2.50%) of Bid amount and must be delivered to the above

office on or before 12:00 hours on 12 February. 1995

Bids will be opened in the presence of Bidders' representatives who choose

to attend at 12:30 hours on 12 February. 1995 at the office of the

Superintending Engineer, Dhaka Zone, Rural Electrification Board, House

! No. 828, Road No. 19 {old). Dhanmondi R/A. Dhaka. Bangladesh.

Superintending Engineer
Dhaka Zone
Rural Electrification Board
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