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~ Inside Today | Prime Minister addresses nation 8-hour hartals in

L Article

Blockade, Siege,
Strike— and the

Consumer

Column  Along My

position urged to return

to constitutional politics -

| Nothing new in PM's
address : Opposition

Star Report

Opposition leaders ex-
pressed their deep dismay and
frustration at Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia's address
to the nation yesterday, saying

but to launch a vigorous cam-
paign to realise its demands,
'Except the new year's
greetings, there is nothing
new for the people in Begum

city from today
to Wednesday

By Staff Correspondent

Three major opposition po-
litical parties — Awami League,
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-
Islami - have called hailf-day

hartals in the capital from to-
day, 6 am to 2pm everyday, till

Way Prime Minister Begum tive of the people in the want education for their sons (he did not agree : &
: < | to even this it would lurther aggravate the Zas » h.” ohserved Moha :

by S B Chaudhun || Khaleda Zia yesterday reiter- Opposition left Parliament." and daughters, the common prn{xml of ours,” Begum Zia present political crisis. ntmadm:aslln. the former wu‘:‘:l:-ﬂfi;rtalu have been
Page 4 ated her call to the Opposition The Prime Minister said, working people want the guar-  oud There was nothing new | Opposition chief whip who re called to press their demands

to return to the healthy pro- "There is nothing we did not  antee of livelihood, the people The Prigne Minister said | Which could give a new sense  signed Wednesday. for dissolution of P 1 t

~ cess of constitutional and do, within the constitutional want security of business and that the l¢e were now vocal | ©f direction towards resolving The address of the Prime rrnignﬁl‘.lnn nl’nl;:c :::::E:
Intemat]{)nal democratic politics. reports I'ra:ru:u_.rurk. that they wanted.” trade. ' against activities directed | the crisis. they said giving Minister would not help im- and general rlﬁuﬂﬁ. under a

——— e e I BSS While rEl!'lfrHung her clar- Giﬂng an account of the ng.in.t peace, dl‘[‘lp"“t and immediate reactions o the prove the situation. he said. caretaker administr tion

_ _ In her address to the na- ion call to the Opposition to government's efforts to find a development. PM s address to the nation. The only solution to the On Wednesda ?Dem.:mber
Indian cabinet reshuffle ton. simultaneously broadcast return to constitutional poli- - solution, m Zia said. "To “In this situation | declare ‘Begum Zia's speech was  present crisis lies in dissolu- | 28) 147 :;p;nn!fign MPs of the
may be delayed by television and radio. on the tics. the Prime Minister .said uphold the democratic €88  with all determination that to. | only a repetition of what she tion of Parliament and fresh { 330 member Fifth Parllament

o first day of the new year. the that she firmly believed there  as well as to keep up the pro- upboldsdemocracy and the | has been saying lor the last few elections under a neutral resigned as the government

Rabbani discusses Prime Minister said that it was Wwas still time to reach a solu- cess of development we have constitutional process we shall | davyg.™ commented Zillur caretaker government. as out- di-..rl not accept their demands
transfer of power ! the responsibility of both the’  tion. initiated.we have, despite be- try our utmost.” she said Rahman. General Secretary of lined by the Opposition on Ambulanges. vehicles of Fire
Page 5 government and the Opposi- Any of the sides that moved ing an elected government, “To ensure the reflection of | the Awami League December 28, Nasim added. Brigade, "r‘rﬂp:aFm-m and r-

tion to uphold the hard-earned away from its sibility to gone a step further than the the general will of the people He said people had ex- . Jatiya Party leader Moudud nalists. medicime and :
L democratic process and the uphold the Constitution and Opposition to propose that | and to ensure security we are peeted something positive’ Ahmed said Begum Zia's shn;.-m would rrﬁa!n out of the
Bl.lSill Constitution. the democratic political pro- and my government will resign  determined to take all legal | from her speech for solving speech would further deepen purv;rw of the hartal, part
€SS Conveying her New Year's cess, she said. would remain from the responsibility of run- steps.” the Prime Minister | the crisis the political crisis and step up | sources said ‘ ’

greetings to the people the accountable to the people. ning the government at the said "Her speech has again violence and confrontation in In - :

Rao unveils new eco-

Pages 6,7

Prime Minister said "We nei-

"I hope the Opposition

end of the term and 30 days

In her nearly 15-minute

JCD role

B}' Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum

plunged the nation into the

the countrv.

a statement. Awami
lLeague chief Sheikh Hasina,

nomic policies this ther had any dearth of sincer- would realise this fact.” Begum ahead of the next general ad{iress the Prime Minister abyss of frustration.” he said. Giving his immediate reac- who was Lead [
week ity in the past nor is there any Zia said. | - elections. We have done this in  sald that democracy. the The AL general secretary tion to The Daily Star. Moudud Opposition mm: ;;r“?, m:n':t
: now to- settle matters over The Prime Minister said, the interest of a solution.” Constitution and presperity added that the speech had left said, Begum Zia has neither urged the city dwellers u.:r
China to wage trade which the elected representa- "Our people want peace, they "Bur it is unfortunate that Sce Page 12 Col ) no rocom for the m:-anu League See Page 12 Col 6 make the hartals successful :
F = 3 — - — - e e — —— m ngt ]‘2 Eﬂl ﬂ ;
war 1if US imposes . . , , -
sanctions I ¢ w aR Kha.ledapm I ;r | o i Hedvy rush at

city banks.

By Staff Coerrespondent
It was a busy day for the

DSE Index 0842 H.I5Y) Khaleda Zia vesterday urged bankers vesterday. .
| | Warket capitaiisanon T 40.50 bilion I the students. especially the Reopening after three days
Turmover in volume ns17 | members of her party's stu- and with another three days of
I Tumover n valve Tk 5.17 milhon | dent front — the Jatiyatabadi threatened disruption because
Chhatra Dal WCDj — to dévote | | of the Opposition's call for har-
themselves to studies. working | . tals, there was a mad rush of

Development

Decentralisation and
| Development: The

Bangladesh Experien-
ces; Disappearance of

Good Intentions
- Page 8

Dhaka Day by Day

| Frime Mimster Begum Khaleda Zia waving I; nh- students at the 16th founding anniversan
function of the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal at the

l-e!}_r Energy

applauding.

The Federation of Bangla-
Beah Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBOCCH will haold
a ronference ol businessmen

e e e e

square in the city vesterday (From

Minister Khandokar Mosha ruf-ugn..M's.cF e LG
osharra ne a
Minister Salam Tdlukdar, JCD Président Paziul Hag Milon and .Timrﬁ.ﬁuﬂ

Star pheto

alongside as vanguards of
democracy. independence and
sovereigniy.

“The students have always
fought against injustice and
repression and remained vigi
lant against the anti-indepen

on the Dhaka University cam-
pus. held in observance of the
JCD's 16th founding anniver -

,. T JGD played, & plapesr-
ng role in the anl- aulecracy
See Page 12 Col 3

Loy arising out of the political
impasse and programmes like
hartals ard sieges the sources
aabc)

Du.ﬂttﬂw.h-mwﬂ

State for Foreign and Comm-
onwealth Affatre of RBritain

arrives in the city lommofrow on
a three day visit to Bangladesh
o the first g of his tour of

the sub continent. reports
I /NHB

Youths 20 wild
during Neu

Year's eve

By Staff Correspondent
Fror antne voungsfers, cele
hwalig the New Year s eve on

If constitutional amendment is called for

p

Awam Irt:‘;]ﬂll'[‘ General Secretary Zillur Rahman address- -

o

i En eenddd_thebting #the DhakaCily comnitige of the

party at the party central office yesterday.

— Star photo

By Asiuzzaman

Fhe opposition parties imay
consicder withdrawing the res
i@nation letters of their MPs ]

not very optimistic about the
latest moves because Lthe situa
tion has become highly com

people seeking to draw money.
Although withdrawals on
the first of every month is usu-
ally heavy because of salaries
and bther payments, yester-
day s rush was aggravated be-*
cause there was 3 half day har-

!
| _ i | | dence forces. | believe they lal Thursday followed
Wetlands; Clp‘t‘_almm | would cahtinue their sacred Saturday's bank holiday with
for the Poor; Sainath | duties i the days to come.” Friday in between. Besides. the
Chironicles the Path of | she told & discussion meeting opposition’'s fresh hartal pro-
4

gramme f[or today., tomorrow -

and Wednesday prompted
people to compiete their bank
fransactions in double haste.

Nominations filed
for by-polls
in 4 JS seats

Four BNP nominees and 11
independent candidates yes-
terday submitied nomination
papers for the bv-elections in
four vacant .lativa Sangsad
constituencies o be held on
Januarv 25 Ele¢tion Commi-
ssion sources ok BSS,
JS 59 Natore-3 con

stituwency, which had fallen va-

i
111

. . of January 10 to decide their In an earlier meeting In _ the nigt of December 31 in the question of any constity . plicated following the subims
The Tokai as Guru role in the context of the November last year. the execu He will be accompanied by ihe capital meant smashing | tional amendment arises with  sion of the resignation letters cant at the death of Jamaat MP
P".l present politic al situation tive body of the FBCCI pro his wife lady Judy Hurd duning window arreens ol privaie regard to implementing their The Opposition MPs Malammad 2bu. Baker. tntee
The first sesston of the con Pﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ to hold a rweting of the ihe visit al the invitation of cAre expheling cmackers and demands. a =sentor Upposition should not return merely to _I'HHTH”'H I_”“' _”n"""ﬂ““n"
ference would be participated leaders of the political jprartirs Fu"”z‘: Minltster ASM Naransiing the party goers leader sald yesterday enjoy thekr  privileges in HERER Y '_1'_'” Ciolam Morshed
by the heads of all the S8 to apprise them of the impact Mostafizur Rahman. officials While mwen amnd women ol Wr never wanted an early Parlfament.” he commented of th- HNI" and Mohammad

NEWS BRIEFS

chambers and | 32 associatlons

of political unrest on (rade

waid

all ages rushex) 1o codourful and

ileath of the FHith Parltament

He admitted that the oppo

Nazrul I<lam {independent)
and Mohammad Abdul Jalil

m mm i Lthe country while the sec and commerce and. also 1o miliing parties at the posh e ruling party has foreed us stion = lalest demand lor i :
oud bythe general body mem help resolve the crisie through Hurd will hold official Lalks suishan Banani and o resign Legally, there I no formiing an advisory council e '}“"L”"_'““ 5
MAF' m bers of the FBOC] climse Lmmilon s with his Bangladesh counter Dhargnoswlt arcas in Lheir cars way to withdraw Lhe resigna under the President needs In 05 126 Bakerganj-6 [ive
part ASM Mostafisur Rahman persons submitted nomination

The Secondary Schoel
Certificaje Examinations (SSC)

The devision was Laken ol 8
meeting of the executive body
of the lederauion held yester

However, that indative el
through because of reserva
tiois pxpressed by the ruling

covering the entire gamut of
bilateral relations and regonal

around msdnight, many yvouths
were seen having thewrr hun on

i sirfeels

Lo irtlers
AWir decision can tHl!‘n.-‘ 'I.H‘

reviewed Il the necessity of a

constitutional amendment
In a related development
one Opposition leader has ini

papers They are: Mohammad
Alxlur iashid Khan of the BNP

under the, four educatios ! . iovele \ :
will begin on April 2‘1' day al the FBOC| conference party about the agenda and and international issues of hey were seen crowding tonslitutional amendiment tiated a last ditch bhid o sal ind fown Jiﬂt]:"ﬂ"ﬁt.lt'll“l::lnt"
z olficial handout said lasi hall with its President. Salman fio vytamt ' COTnOn ronoern the interseclions, gale crash arises to hold a free and fair vage Lhe country Iroan a conmse See Page 12 Col 3
' F BRahunan w the « hair A Lop businessman. who |s § wivale Darties and hurh lect th i of political confrontation and . . .
night m.m _ . _ _ g privale pa . uring election I sOUrce,  and } i ) I ‘
) The meeling expressed dlso a4 member of the FBCCI The . t”I"I“h "“'Ir:" {iwretr Inliles al the commmulers Awaml League leader sadd on Chaos FTE‘\I’I dlplﬂlﬂﬂ[lﬂ
mmm grave concern over the pre-  executive body tlalking 1o The Minister will also lour India I cenain areas. some of | condition of anonymity The leader. not a member move U"d ‘rwav to
sent political situation and s Dally Star lasi night, said the and Palkistan them stoned passing cars as The lrader who was one ol of parliament vet holding a key ¢ y

SMRC today

Prime Winisier Begum

effiect on the economy
According 0 sources. the

businessmen are the first vic
timns of political unrest

His visit is billed unportant

jubilation turned wild and

IBANY roads were sirewn with

the lour Opposition negotiatorp
during the dialogue brokered

public oflice, held several

roninds of telephotiic conversa

resume Chakma

as Britain is showing fresh In : 3
Khaleda Zia is w o in | meeting also formed a five ‘When political pro terest In the South Asian re broken glass lrom smashed Py Sir Ninlan Stephen. sald tion with a ruling party MP re- rcpa[r|all(}n
augurale SAARC Meteorvlogical | member -commitier to esii gramgpes |like hartals and @on at the end of the cold was windishirids The dea s still very musch my garding the present situation :
Research Centre [SMRC) in mate the exient of losses m strikes are called, the losses : Sounds of Irequent cracker owT. bt it may be dise jseed In Informed sources said the Ffum hunll Alﬂm

the city ai M0-:30 am today The

curred by the business com
mumnty and the economy as a
whole because of the political

eurred by the businessmen
are enormous.” he said "It 18
unfertunate that despite re

The two munisters are likely
o find ways of expanding eco
nemic and rade cooperalion
between Lthe (wo countries.

Plasts arcound madmnight from
different corners In Lhe capital
left most party going people

the Opposition loram ’
He said That most
opposiltion leaders and

of the
MFEs

high profile OppoOsition padity
clan. along with a ruling pany
MF last night left for an

CHITTAGONG, Jan 1. A
fresh diplomatic move is re-
portedly underway to resume

partment at Agargaon Foreign Uil esd peated appeals by the FBCCI, corfused as Lhey could not de sincerely wanted an honour undisclosed destinatmn for the stalled repatriation of
Minister ASM Mostafizur The commitiee will pre- the pﬂ‘l.k‘l.lmhlﬂhlkd During the visil, the (wo cide wherther those noises able solution 1o the nige talks Detalls of the move were Chakma refugees from the
Rahman will attend the pare a report for discussion o resolve the crisis.” he said. countries are expected to sign were inetuded for celebiration morith ok! political impasse et K nown Mripura state of India.
function .as special guest al Lhw conlerence Now., the businessmen lwi agreemenis on British O Spreading pank and the opposition parties When confacted over itele
reports UNB. The repomt may also suggest would decide iheir fate " the econolie assistance” Lo pro Like every year special po shilted from their original phorne. BNP Secretary General According to highly placed
Fresh DU an action plan lor Ry busi- business leader said. speaking | jects In communication and | bice contingenis had been de position like the ruling party Abdus Salam Talukder said | Sourtes. the move came foll-
exams nessimen W combat Lthe situa- on condition of anonymity e Ty seftors of Bangladesh See Page 12 Col B However he said he was See Page 12 Col § owing the reported instruction

The examinations of Dhaka
University under the tradi-
tional svsiem scheduled jor
10 am and 1:30 pm oh January
2. 3 and 4. will now begin at
| 2:30 pm. Besides. the. scheduje
of the second year BSc
(Honours) examinations of

MOSCOW. Jan |: Russian
troops took conirel of Chechen
icader Dzhokhar Dudayev s
presidential palace. his main
headguartiers. in the Chechen
capital Grozny today, the
Russiah government's press

fighters denied that Kremlin
forces had taken contrgl of key
tacilities

Earlier in the day, a group
of visiting Russian lawmakers
reporied seeing burned
Russian tanks Mttering the

Chechen pmsi&enﬁtial palace

hundred meters into the air
covered central Grogny like fog
amnd made it hard to discern
which side controlled what.

Hundreds of Chechen de
fenders scurried through the

nearby mud-splattered streets

captured,

of Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
to the minister concerned to
contact the central govern-
ment of India through the
diplomatic channel for restart-
ing the repatriation process.
The thind phase of repatria-
tion has remained suspended
for the pas! five months due to
lack ol proper response from
the concerned quariers of the
two couniries. the sources

sand

service said. report Reuter, AP.  square and the charred bodies arsnad Kalashnikon Earlier. 5195 Chakma
changed. Spokesman Valentin of many soldiers inside. iy : wite 3 f i belonging to 1027
Under the revised uming, sutomatic rifles, hunting rifles refugees, op £
Sergeyev. contacted by tele- it was the second day of : families. returned to thelr
the examinations seheduled to phome. sitd the y and a few grenades ;
begin from 9 am will now be : ' palace was fierce clashes inside Grozny as homes in the Chittagong Hill
heid . surrounded but did not make Russia s three-week-old offen: As Lhey ran. ducking behind Tracts during the 1st and the
! on J'II'II.::? 4 from 2:30 | ... if Russian troops had en- = o e el butidings. they oeccasionally 2nd phase of repatriation.
i - . | 1$7ed it or if any Chechen ... g0 bettie to control the “PoUted AHah Akbart Allah Of them. 379 families came |
el Do T L b | i hepsatesipoa capital of the secesstonist, ou' (God is greag) back in the 1st phase between
same date :M e L 3 — of the pres- mostly Musiin rl'lulﬂr + A lerge area of the ey bes- February 15 and 23. 1994
-y anuary 3). said a | enial palace does not neces- ' ire was a devastated ghost while 648 famibles returned in
P ::" 'm: The sched sarily mean occupymg .- - The ITAR Tass news agency town. populated only by the the 2nd phase fast July.
ﬂﬂl‘t cther exami- | Sergevey said. It is encircled this afternmoon eaifried a state- fighters rucing through the The repatriation of tribal
— remain unchanged arw] under control. He said he ment by the Russian govern- slreets refugres began as per the tri-
Heotel fire kills 5 W, Seiping Nether: dutaiin e g ol More bulldings were said to partite agreement Wla
Thefe was no immediate e¢ral troops controlled destroyed in s the governments of India
ANTWERP (BELGIUM). Jan | word om the whereabouts of Dudayev's headguarters hl:l- tacks _and simost all Rangladesh and the Chakma
1: Five people were killed and | President Dudayev, or confir ing. other > ol of those sti had Refudees Welfare Association.
abow! 80 injured some crit; mation that the Russians had cilities  resident areae. their windows braken or The returneds ﬂ!l,tm

cally whefi . hotedl in the

orrmed hrs bufbdng

railway station and a refinery.
where it said a fire had been

blown out. A few markets re.

nated with tielp and

relief mnltﬁlll provided by

Belgian iown of Amtwerp The Russians acknowledged imatned around the out- A genertl view of one of the neighbourhoods of Grozny in fire afler several bombardments by
caught fire during a4 New Year | Mmeeting with ferocious resis-  extinguished skirts, tenacious mer- Russian warplanes Saturday Russian troops yesterday launched a massive ground and air nu-rnmu.
parly. police said today. re- | lance in parts of the break- Huge plumes of black ' chants peddled chocolates, attack on the Chechen capital, blazing their way to the eity centre in heavy fighting, but fuiling canwhile. some 40

awav capital, and Chechen

smoke that repched -_rrnnl

drinks and other items.

to take control of the city.

- AFP phote

See Page 12 Col 8



