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l OOKING back at the ina
joF storiey ol the vear It
was one characiersed

by the three S s—sensalional

sucressalul and scandalous
Without a doult Brian Chas

les Lara s achievements would

certainly rank him at the top of

Ty Not only did the e

primece ol Tnnkdad go aboul

eclipsing the mvystical
mark of Sobers he also sS4

lisd

GEORGE FOREMAN

shed Harf Mohammad s [irst
clas world record for good
measure.

Australian leggie Shane
Warne will savour 1994 for a
long time o come after com-
pleting his first hattrick in an
Ashes Test since compatriot
and fellow-spinner Hugh
Frumble in 1903-04 on the 1
nal day of the second Test
against the old enemy

Even with English cricket in
the doldrums one could always
relv on skipper Mike Athe;
lon's integrity. But after being
caught with 'dirt in the pocket
who knows

His former Pakistani coun
terpart Imran Khan dropped a
bomb-shell too after admitting
lo ball-tampering during an
English county match back in

Memory's montage '

By Lenin Gani

the Nl liwrediible what cele
s will o W promole thetr
iliieresls

Maradona who never ceases
Jv amare. tirst decides he re
quires Large! praclice so he
fires shots at journalists Next
the man keeps everybody
guessing whether he'll play in
USA 94 After losing several
poutds a4 new look Maradona
iKes the lield For the first

r—\..- e — p— - — e

IVAN LENDL

couple of games the mercurial
Argentine is his old brilliant
scll. Bul testing positive for a
banned substance costs him a
record 22nd World Cup ap
pearance.

Tonya Harding showed us
how the obsession to win con
sumed her. lronically Nancy
Kerrigan still recovered to take
the silver while Harding re
(eived nothing for all her
sCheming

leenage-star Jennifer Cap
riatt has seen It all, From
catapulting to stardom to cap
turing an Olympic gold iIn
Barcelona. The barrage of tour
naments in the end had (ook
its toll and she began o feel
bumt-out. Soon she was In
volved In petty crime. Even

e
George Foreman defied all
logical explanation to become

boxing s oldest heavywelght
champion atl the ripe old age of
45

Aller walling 24 years since
their last triumph In Mexico
Brazil lifted the World Cup for
an unprecedented fournth Ume
Kapil Dev had a unigue dou

e
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ble. First overhauling Sir

Richard Hadlee's 431 Test
scalps and for a time being in
stant cricket's highest wicket
taker untfl Wasim Akram de
throned him

The Sino drug scandal at the
Hiroshima Asian Games. the
Grobbelaar bribery affair in
Britain and match-fixing in
Malaysia hurt organised sport
considerably and best be lor
gotten.

Before another year goes by, |

a fitung end it would be 10 pay
iribute to those departed or
who have simply called it a day
Nolable names include: Brian
Johnston, Ayrton Senna, An

dres Escobar. Billy Wright

Peter May. Allan Border. Kepler
Wessels., Kapil Dev Martina
Navratilova and lvan Lendl

finally spelled out on Friday
that he had no room in his

because it's starting to bore
me.” he sald when asked why

Salenko was no longer playing
for Russia

Romantsev dropped Sa
leniko for the European Cham-
plonship qualifier against San
Marino in October. saying he
had not earned the right to
automatic selection

Russian journalists say
Romantsey does not like
Salenko. one of a number of
players who rebelled against
former coach Pavel Sadyrin
before the World Cup and then
changed their minds

Salenko — who scored a3
record five goals against
Cameroon and finished as joint
leading seorer in the Woyrld
Cup —~ insists he should be In
the squad and says Romantsev
wanis (o drop all those rebels
who retumned o the fold

"Everything with the other
players was done more quietly
If | had not scored those five
goals against Cameroon
would have been casier o
write mwe ofl.” Salenko 1old

Sport Express newspapes last
weck

Thefr change of heart did
not prevenl the team crashing
out of the Warld Cup in the
lirst round

Dec 31

Brazil's popular
lourth World Cap
win and Diego
Maradona's 15

momth ban for
lanhing a drugs (est made | 994
4 biller-sweel year for intet

national football. writes AFP

Brazil, though never as en
tertaining as the I's70 World
Cup winning side. were for
mosiL people the best team at
UUSA "94.

Their 3-2 penalty shootout
win over ltalv, following a goal-
less draw after extra time,
proved a dramatic. if hollow
climax.

Brazil keeper Taffarel wal-
ked to the east end goal of Los
Angeles Rose Bowl with ltalian
opposite number Gilanluca
Pagliuca at the beginning of
the shoot out. They agreed fate
would decide who won the
title. and wished each other
luck.

Roberto Baggio skied Italy's
fifth kick over the bar to send
Brazil's plavers on a dance of
triumph arotind the pitch un-
der the buining sun

Perhaps jugtice had been

ROBERTO BAGGIO

done. "Brazil made thé finul
with few hiccups, but Baggio
seemed to be continually
coming to Naly's rescue.

Arrigo Sacchl's men were
facing a humiliating exit from
the second round by Nigeria
when Baggio equalised with
just Iwo minutes left. The
1993 footbhaller of the year
then hit the winner in extra
time.

Another strike, also two

minutes from time. earned
Italy a 2-1 win over Spain in
th'gg 'arter finals.
» Bagglo was again Lhe
n ‘he semifinals with
. nals in a 2-1 win over
Buly ¥+, who had just knhocked
out e defending champions
Crer Sany.

Oowever. Brazil had the
betier of the final in open play.
Romario had two chances and
mid{iefder Mazinho and Bran
co could also have scored in
the first 45 minufes.

llaly had a single chance in
the flirst half when Franco
Baresi, back in the side three
weeks after a knee cartilage
0] vaton. put Daniele Massaro
th wugh.
3aggio. held back by a ham
ng mjury, was unable to

e serond han
most remarka’

her
bo:

/me of
goal-

mouth incdents in World Cup
final historv Mauro Silva shot
4t Pagliuca. who dropped the
ball. saw It bounce ofl a post
and back into his hands

Baggio hit over the bar and
Aldair cul ofl a Massaro break
but Brazil's disciplined defence
was mostly tidy and profes-
sional ull the final whistle

The Brarillans also wan teo™

other FIFA awards
most entertaining
the most fair play

The players also dedicated
their triumph to another Bra
zillan hero, racing driver Ayr
ton Senna. who died after
crashing on May | at Imola

However. one blemish must
be noted on Brazil's record.

Leftback-cum-left winger
Leonardo was banned for the
matches for elbowing Ame-
rican Tab Ramos, who fractu-
red his skull just above his left
ear. in their fourth of July
match.

And ltaly's Mauro Tassott|
had a record six-match ban
after an incident during the
quarter final against Spain |

Argentina managed Lo grab
their share of the limelight

- as the
team and

. lested positive in

DIEGO MARADONA

earlier in the tournament. with
the most notorious scandal in
World Cup history :

Maradona's falled drugs
test, after a 21 win over
Nigeria in the first round, was
the sort of shock which coach
Alfio Basile could have dene
without

Alter receiving his suspen-
sion, Maradona did not mince
his words about the game's
world governing body, FIFA.

“They killed me.” said the
former national skipper. “I'm
completely dead both as a man
and a player, but | think, I'm
finished with soccer anyway.”

Barely four months after,
Maradona was back — coaching
Argentine club Deportivo Man-
divu and claiming he wanted to
play for Boca Juniors, where
he began his career, when the
ban finishes next September.

FIFA sald he had taken a
‘cocktatl of amphetamine
stimulants” to improve con-
centration and physical capac-
ity.

Maradona's dietician Danlel
Cerrini, a former bodybuilder,
was under suspicion as he had
given drugs to his charges in
the past. Cerrini, who blamed
his command of English,
claimed he had mis-read pack-
age labels at an American Slare

and purchased substances ban-

on the hist by accident
Maradona. who had been in
fine form. was the first player
o lail a drugs test in the finals
since Spain's Ramon Aldere
1986, also
for taking ephedrine. But Al
dere was not punished because
it was ruled a doctor made an
error in formulating a cold
cure

Scolland's Willie Johnston
was sent home from the Ar-
Eentina finals in 1978 after
lailing a test

The tournament did. how-
ever, wilness a number of
World Cup firsts

Its final was the first to be
decided on penalties. US/,
Switzerland was the first
match indoors, and Pagliuca
became the first goalkeeper to
be sent off in the finals — dur-
ing ltaly's game against Nor-
way

Oleg Salenko became the
first man to score five goals in
a match in Russia's 6-1 demo-
lition of Camerocon

Iin the same game Came-
roon's Roger Milla. already at
42 the oldest player 1o com:
pete 'in the finals also became

. I
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OLEG SALENKO

the oldest scorer.

Germany's Stefan Effenberg
was Lhe first player to be sent
home for a gesture to the fans
after a match against South
Korea. And Germany were in-
volved in another first when
Bolivia’s Marco Etcheverry be-
came the {irst player to be sent
off in an opening match against
the 1990 winners.

Saudi Arabia v Morocco in
New York was the first all-Arab
clash. And the Saudis, who
won 2-1, were only the second
Aslan side to win a game in the
history of the tournament.
North Korea had beaten Italy
1-0 in 1966.

New World Cup regulations
including dismissals for tack-
les on behind. giving priority
Lo attackers in off-side situa-
tions and stretchering off In-
jured players for treatment,
WETE @ Major Success,

The standard of refereeing
was for the most part much
better than the two previous
finals except for one glaring
mistake.

Switzerland's Kurt Rothli-
sberger was sent home in the
wake of the statement by FIFA
president Joao Havelange that
gross errors would be puni-
shed that way.

Germany beat Belgium 3-2
in the nfrrnnd round, but

Maradona

Belgivum were denied a clear
penalty in the 76th minute
Momas Helmer clearly pulled
down Josip Weber in the
penalty area. but Rothlisberges
waved play on

Un a ragic note. came the
shooting of Andres Escobar
davs after the Colombian de
fender scored an own goal
against the United States pr
ceding lus comumry = eveiiting
arst round eliminatlyon

e killing. the
which will almosit
never be known
lootballing world

Back on the fivad. Bulgana
created the shock of the tour
nament with their 2-1 win
over Germanv. never worst
than final lists since |982

lronically. Yordan Lechkov
who plays his club football for
SV Hamburg. headed the win
ner. Hristo Stoichkov recently
voled European-footballer-of

wrolive lor
certainiy
slunned the

the vear for his services to |

Bulgaria and Barcelona. had
cancelled out Lothar Mattha-

cus penalty
German coach Berti Vogts
said: We made two serious

mistakes — the wall was badly
organised on Stoichkovs free
kick and then Hassler should
nol have been the man mark-
ing Lechkov — and they pun-
ished us for them.~

The World Cup aftermath
was not all smiling and good
cheer for Brazil

Celebrations on their return
were marred by a scandal in
volving state Presidént Itamar
Franco. the head of the
Brazilian FA and the Finance
Minister

The Finance Minister quit
after Franco overruled him to
allow Brazil's |18 tons of excess
baggage through at Rio Airport.

"Everyone. not only the
middle class and the poor,
must pay taxes. So must fool
ballers.” said Lopes Filho in
disgusi.

About one million dollars in
duty should have been paid on
items Including 18 television
scls, compulers. refrigerators,
fax machines, laser printers,
microwave ovens, dishwashers
and even a horse saddle.

Mario Zagalo was later ap
pointed Brazil's coach after
Carlos Alberto Parreira had
joined S'panlnh club Valencia

Zagalo won the World Cup
as a player in 1958 and 1962,
was coach in the 1970 winning
side, and was Parreira's assis
tant this year. He is expected
to continue the less popular
yvel successful disciplined de

fensive styvle favoured by
Parreira. )
Ronaldo., PSSV Eindhoven's

six-milhon-dolinr signing. ane
Ariel Ortega are sel Lo star b
that event lor Brazil amd Ar
gentinag res tively

Michel Platini. co-president
of the French 1998 World Cup
organiser, vowed their ex
panded tournament — from 24
to 32 places — would be even
better than the US version.

‘We are organising the
greatest World Cup ever.” Pla
tind said. "It will cost 1.5 bil
lion dollars. We know we can
not match the attendances at
USA ‘94, bul we do believe we
can make the 1998 event a
great feast of football.”
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Even without the special excitement
fans can look forward to a year of

| Lining up for the Hall
of Fame — and shame

By Phil Minshull

of the Olympics or World Cup soccer, sports
thrills and spills — as well as more controversies

ITTLE is certain in the
sporting outlook except

L that dru"\g and money

will continue 'to tause contro-
versy

The world of swimming has
been blown apart recently by
the apparent consumption by
the all-conquering Chinese
women of the malke hormone
iestosterone 1o boost their
performance

Strong swimming nations
such as Germany are so dis
mayed by the revelations
which llowed the announce
ment of |11 positive drug tests
at the Asian Games thatl they
are boyeotiing the World Cup
short course meeting in
Betjing in January

inevitably. more sportsmen
and WO me n will i
Argentinian seoccer legend
Diego Maradona and Sierra
Leonwan athlete Horace [ v
Edwin in the drugas hall of
shame as«sinternational federa
thons siep up their attempts (e
wipe ol menace of per
lormance enhancing drugs

Money has alan gt out ol
hand

in which

the

an waa shown by a yrar
Dasrballse Waorld
weries was wiped [romn the cal

endar lor the lirst e I s
Bistory In a dispule oves
maloar

Neveglheless
llurl"ﬁ W 'H-I“ TR T ALV & ij

jiroleasional

Mar and iransier ires W esca
batr

Even in noUonally amelewur
sporis swuch as athletes o
rughy ymion Lhe superstars are
mullionaires. In Europe and
North America. the tax author
1Lbes are laking a close ook At
20tie ol tLhe carnings ol
dlllatleur Ll
WU LI

spurtsmen
mwre fnancial
SCanddals will surface

Hut lans have a ot w look
lorward w in 1995 even with
the (Hythnpics Of so0ced
World Cup. In May and June
South Alnca slages Lhe Rughy
sWorld Cup and the Athletics
World Championships takes
piace i Sweden an Augyst

Ainong the athletes on s
play in Sweden will be the in
comparable Russian pole
vaulter Sergey Bubka. aiuming
for an incredible fifth title

Champions expected to re
tain their crowns include
Algeria s middle-distance mar
vel Noureddine Morceli and
Cuban high jumper Javier
Sotomayor Both athletes were
s0 lar ahead ol the opposiuon
in 1994 that only an mnjury or a
gajor upset look capable of

a !
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preventing them retaining
their titles

Rapidly improving
Australian sprinter Cathy

Freeman and Kenya's Tecla
Laroupe, 21-year-old winner of
the New York Marathon. may
also be seen on the medal

mstrum
Best bet for success Vin
South Africa is a Southern

Hemisphere side. New Zealand
and Australia won the first two
editions of the World Cup and
few would bet against them or
the hosts on their own turf.

A resurgent Wales could be
lead the way for the European
nations. but much of the inter
est will focus on the newly
cmerging nations. lvorv Cuast
beat off Namibia and Zinnbabwe
to qualify for the first time and
untraditional rugby nations
such as Canada and Italy are
making rapid improvements.

Soccer, though. Is still the
world's most avidly watched
game. Week in. week out fans
will continue to follow the for

s of Lhelr lavourtte pluayvers
oFf ¢hubs

With AL Milan on Lhe wadwe
i Haly s Here A Lthe way could
e o lear bow f’ e W pul 8 ew
Naune o L wrophy Lhe
firsl time since |99

Parma may also have next
yrar s Eurnpean flayer of Lhe
yedr Cdlanbuca Viall s Sl unritng
everyone willi gual grab
tng exploils 'l-l"lpifr being
virtually ignored lor the na
side for the last
years ILAly. Lhree Limes wir
ners ol the World Cup, are
struggling to gqualify for the
l 990 |'_|Ir':.|pl'-1li
Championships

st

Mis

Lywonal | Wiy

in Spain Lthe race is as
Clossly confesled as ever
Dutchman Johan Cruyil's

Barcelona are in danger of be
g deposed for the first 11me
in hive years. Traditional rivals
Real Madrid have set the pace
in the first half of the season
chased closely by the unfash

ilonabe Coruna and Real
Zaragoza

At least one old favourite
can be relied on Aided by

Cantona and
Kanchelskis.

Frenchman Eric
Russian Andrei

Milla to play
in Indonesia

TAOUNDE. Dec 31:. Former,
(Cameroon intermational Roger
Villa has come out of relire-
e nit Lo SIEgn with all
mlonesian club, i1 was re
vealed here on Friday. reperts
AFP

Milla, who became the old-
est player to appear and score
in a World Cup in a 6-1 loss (o
Russia in San Francisco. lell
tor Jakarta on Wednesday.

However Milla's departure
surprised both the Cameroon
Football Federation and the
~ports ministry as he is ofli-
vially still the administrative
clirector of the national side

Milla was arguably the major
persondlity at the 1990 World
Cup in Italy as his goals. cele-

brated with his own “snake
hips® style dance helped
Cuneroon 1o Lthe quarter-finals

Mand hester Uinited are fght
ing hard to retain their Litle in

an English Premier League
which still attracts huge ele
vision sudiences around the
world e the relative lack
of success of the natlonal team

In cycling. no credible chal
ienger has emerged o Spain's
Migiiel Indurain. If he can win

ni= lilth consecutive Tour de
France nemt July he will go in

the record books as the first
person o do so, ahead of such
greals as Eddy Mercyx and
Jacques Anguetil

Un four wheels, the season
which stretches from March to
November for Formula One
motor racing looks set to be
dominated again by the duel
between Germany's reigning
world champion Michael
Schumacher and Britain's

Damon Hill. The retwrn of the
41 -year-old former worid
champion Nigel Mansell, after
nearly two years racing Indy
Cars. may add another dimen-
Shon.

Tennis is likely to have an
unpredictable vyear. Pete
Sampras still leads the way in
the men's game but the mer-
curial. charismatic Andre
Agassi took the US Open in
S>eptember. Others such as
Michael Chang and Goran
Ivanisevic lie in wait should
Sampras slip up

With Monica Seles seem
ingly destined never to return
lo the game she dominated so
thoroughly. the women's com-
petition is wide open. Steffi
Graf, Aranixa Sanchez-Vicario
and Conchita Martinez all won
titles last year but the bright
new hope on the horizon is
Lindsay Davenport of the US.

A number of prodigies who
have barely reached puberty
will be playing on the women's
circuit but after the problems
of Jenntker Capriati an element
ol sanity seems to have re-
turned. An age limit of 15 has
been placed on professionals
next year. rising to 16 the year
after — Gemini Néws

About the Author: Phil
Minshull is n British sports-
writer and a regular broadoas
ter on the BBC World Service.

LRDON. Dec 31 Soccer
manager Alex Ferguson of
Manchester United and re-
‘tired New Zealand Rugby
Union star Grant Fox were

Ferguson. who guided his
club) w two successive English
irague titles and the double
lasi season. was made a
Commander of the OrdPr of

ALEX FERGUSON

| the British Empire ICBE).

s the best birthday pre-
senil you could get.” said
Ferguson, 53 on Saturday.
whoae side won the league and
FA Cup last May. beooming
only the fourth English team
this century 16 do the double.

Ferguson. a Scot. was 10
years ago made an Officer of
the Order of tMe British

Empire OBE) following his

Scottish league and Cup double
as imanager ol Aberdeen

Although Ferguson falled in
his bid 10 ennddate the late Sir
Matt Busby and bring the
European Cup back to Oid
Traflord, his CBE is seen as a
mtting reflection of his suocess
in returning the glamour to
ene ol English football's most
ustious names

I think it's a recognition of
the club and our achievements
the past six years.” he
. i Weve also had tLhe
honour of the knighthood for
Bobby Charlton earlier this
year and now this award for
myself

A CBE also went 10 English
rnugby Football Unjon secretary
Dudiley Wood, who is set to re
tre in July-after the World Cup
mn Sowlh Alrical

Master goalkicker Fox. who
retired this year after scoring a
New Zealand record 645
points in 46 Test maiches —
the second highest in
international Rughy Union —
was made a Member of the
Order of the British Empire
(MBE).

(L0 |

Welshman Jonathan Davies.
one of the most successful
converts to rugby league after
starmming for his country as a
Rugby Union fivhall, was aiso
awarded an MBE

‘It's a great honour and nice
to be appreciated like this for
services 10 the game of rugby
in general.” the Britain Test
slar said.

Javelin-thrower Steve
Backiey. who retained his
European and Commeonwealth
titles in 1994, was rewa
for his battling comeback from
a catalogue of injuries by being
made an MBE

Backley. who is training in
the Canary Islands. said:- "] am
really chuffed. | have won
medals in athletics and other
awards within the sport. But |
am truly delighted to get some
recognition from outside the
sport.

MBEs also went to 26-year-
odd gymnast Neil Thomas, sil-
ver medalist at the 1993 World
Championships. and Lisa Opie.
the squash plaver from the
Channel Islands who broke a
30-year home drought by lift-
ing the British Open title in
1991

. —

. — =

————— e e T e e

A =g

£
e
] i

1hl!1},_"---‘h.l| L’.\"(*j- "..--|:| Ny

variieLy TJ'T'H“i Lo ohsCure | Fpe FHITIE

ook elsewhiere

i bt A : “ o
in lhife s ;{rm-”a!;g aels When the prri-ﬂidinﬂ‘l At tennie courts turn drab !-t'i'l!lm'l."ﬂﬂ search for
itselfl After all the purpnse of all game= 2 to enliven the spirt If 1t 1= Nt there n

m e =

f N .
2N

.
e

[ - e gl R e R Bt e o e o e 5

'.I : o, -

middle.
Star photo by Egamul Hag




