DHAKA SUNDAY

JANL ARY 1,

1995

Sperts Reporter

Asad scored an®unbeaten
hall-century as Lalbagh United
Sporting Club cruised to a
facile six wicket win over
Rayer Bazar Athletic Club in
one of the two Acme Second
Division cricket league mat-

ches played at different city

venues yeslerday.

Al the Mirpur Outer Sta-
dium. Azad scored a sparkling
@3 with the help of six hits to
the fence as Lalbagh. needing
156 runs for an outright
viciory. reached the target for
the loss of four wickets with
more than five overs to spare
in the 40-overs-a-side engage-
ment

Earlier.

winning the toss

Rayer Bazar decided to bat first

and scored a fighting 155 be-
fore being all out in 38.1 overs.

Munna, who scqQred a
quickfire 32 off 40 balls. was
the top-scorer for the eventual

losers lollowed by opener Ju- l
naid who made a patient 19 off

37 balls.

Lalbagh's new-ball bowler
Sunny shope with the cherry
claiming three wickets for 37
runs in his quota of eight
overs. He was well supported
by Babu who took two for 25.

In the other match of the
day at the Dhanmondi Club
Ground. Spreadeagles recor-
ded ‘a sensational five-wicket
win over Millbarrack Cri-
cketers’ Club.

Chasing Millbarrack's 164-9
in the allotted 40 overs,
Spreadeagies had to wait till
the last ball of the be-
fore. scraping home with Islam
Khan and Ralfique remaining
unbeaten on 29 and 20 respec-
Livedy

BEXIMCO soccer

Sports Reporter

Pabna moved into the Chua-
danga zonal final of the BE-
XIMCO national schools foot-
ball championship with a
thumping 4-0 win over Kushtia
at the Chuadanga Stadium yes-
terday.

Afzal struck twice alter
Zahirul, shot the winners into
the lead while Rashed added
another to complete a Kushtia
rout.

Pabna will take on thc win-
mers of today's match between
Barguna and Jhenidah in the
final on January 3.

Meanwhile the Dhaka zonal
final between Narayany and
hosts Dhaka will be held at
the Mirpur Stadium today te
decide who join Comilla,
Rajshahi. Tangail and Jessore
in the Anal round of the meet,
which is scheduled t0 be held
in Cox's Bazar from thg second
week of January

Zimbabwe's doom

MARYBOROUGH. Australia
Dec 31: A brilliant innings by
Matthew Hayden steered Qu
ernsland to a comfortable four
wicket win over Zimbabwe in
their three-day cricket mateh
on Saturday reports Reuter

Hayden. standing in as cap
lain due (o Lthe absence of both
lan Healy and Sinart Law,

witiashed an unbeaten 90 aa
Queensland rfeached the tr
gquired todal of 201 with alx
wit hets dowr

The powerful leftl hander
refinguished hia customary
fdENLIWE prowilion Lo Dal dowt
Ui o Qe e « Latge did
iTE FEITINAY Nkl e alaa)

e fedd B4 10 The Orst innings

Hayden a member ol the
Australia A side competing
against England Austraba and
Limbabwe n the World Senes
compeiilion was well sup
purted by Marun Love who
ol Ored 55

Zimbabhrwe led by 71 on the
first yusngs (hanks W0 a sport
ing declaraiion by Hayden

Bui the wunsis whe re
sumed thelwr second INMNInNngs on
73 fpr six. were disnmssed lor
just 129

Gueensiand paceman Maxch-

» #rl Kasprowicz., who dcauned
three for no runs in his Grst
over on Frnday snared the
prize scalp of Zimbabwe
skipper Andy Flower for 3] n
Saturday s eighth owver

":pm.ncr Siephen Peall who
wok 52 for fouf off 19 overs
was the pick of the tourists
bowlers .

More mwg than the joss
for Zimbabwe was a thigh in-
jury 1w promising strike bowiler
Heath Sireak He had w0 bat
with a runner in the second
innings and did not lLake the

ball when Queensland batted
lor a second ume.

Becker doesn't
need a contract

HAMBURG. Dec 31: Boris
Becker will not sign a contract
withh the German Tennis
} ederation 160 compete in the
Dawvis Cup. the triple Wimb-
ledon champion s lawyer Axel
Meyer Woiden said on Friday
reporis AFP

Meyer-Wolden said. “If
Becker's physical condition al-
lows it he will bhe available to
play in the Davis Cup if the
lederation so wishes. A con-
iract is nol necessary for that -

The German press is cur-
revilly speculsting on Becker's
, pariicipation next year in this
“evert — eflectively the men's

tearn Wardd harapiomstng
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Third Axhes Test begms In Sydnex tod ay

Atherton knows the score

SYDNEY. Dec 31:
England captain

has sel
batsmen the task
of making a com-
pelitive lirst innings score in

| —

the third Test against Australia

starting on Sunday., reports
Reuter.
S0 far ith the series,

England's first innings totals of
167 in Brisbane and 212 in
Melbourne have not been big
enough to put Australia um:ler
pressure.

But with his side now two-
nil down in the five-maitch
series. Atherton knows that
his batsmen have to collec-
tively find their form if
England are (o retain any hope
of regaining the Ashes.

“"We need to score at least
350 or 400 runs in our first
innings and if we can get that,
it will change the complexion
of the game.” said Atherton.

"It will allow our bowlers to
run in with a new confidence
and aggression and it should

reverse the pressure we've
been feeling onto the
Australian batsmen.” -

In order to get a big score
however. England's players
will need to come to terms
with leg-spinner Shane Warne,
who with twenty wickets in
two Tests, has established a
powerful hold on them.

“Shane Wame's fine bowler
and everything that's said
about him is true. but our
batsmen need to find a way of
coping with him.,” said
Atherton.

“We've sat down and dis-
cussed how to play him but
each batsman, s out there on
their own and‘thcy are all good
players with Test centuries so
they should know what to do.”

England will make at least
one change from the side

LONDON. Deg 31
England's cric-
keters must be
glad they are on
the other side of
: the world — it
means they do not have to read
about their latest shameful
display in Friday's British
newspapers. reports Reuter
The tourists are lashed fol-
lowing their humiliating sec-
ond Test defeat in Melbourne.

Captain Mike Atherton
comes in for plenty of criti-
cism which sparks descrip-
tions of his side as “pathetic”
and “a disgrace.”

Under Daily Mail headlines
No pride. no guts. no con-
lest.” former batting legend
m Compton expresses his

at the lack of Backbone

showti as they collapsed to 92
all out and an embarrassing
295 run defeat.

1T have never known any-
thing like 1" he says. “They
are a disgrace to the nation. i

was the worst cricket humilia-
tlm | can remember.”

Former England captain
Bob Willia  whose 325 wicketa

put him second in hia coun
try a all tiene |list behind lan

Baothiam is epually d..,n'ungl

England don/l seem (o
have (the slotiadc h Lo gl atuch

i They were absolutely pa

thetie and English crickel is
really oni the rack mow he
mive .

Alari Lee of The Times

writes “The Ashes may nol ex
ert guite [heir old dominanee
over Lhe expanding global
gaie Dul o an Enghshman
they remain Lthe esaeriilal

Mic hael Atherton
his

which lost the second Tesl in
Melbourne by 296 runs on
Thursday with Lancashire
batsman John Cra winning
his fourth cap in m of vice-

captain Alec Stetvart, who has
a broken finger.

Crawiley, 23, will be playing
his first Test of the tour, after
being described by the
Australians as the best young
player they saw in England in
1993 when he scored a cen-
tury against them with Warne

amongst the attack.
And clearly looking forward

MIKE ATHERTON
o lacing the master leg-spin-

ner again. Crawley said: "He
should be good fun to play
against.”

England are also contem-
plating including off-spinner
Shaun Udal for his debut given
Sydney’s reputation for helping
slow bowling.

But the pitch on the eve of
the match was firm-and well
grassed, so it is more likely
that they will stick with the
same attack which performed
in Melbourne — pace bowlers
Darren Gough, Devon Malcolm
and Phillip DeFreitas and

spinner Philip Tufnell.

Australia seem certain to
retain the side which won 8o
convincingly in Melbourne,
which would mean New South
Wales seam bowler Glenn
McGrath would be twelfth man
on his home ground. »

And with just a draw
enough to see his side retain
the Ashes, Mark Taylor was in
buoyant mood after his side
practised this mormning.

"We're playing very good

cricket at the moment and
we've got a well-balanced
side.” he said,

"Our two quick bowlers and
the two spinners are all bowl.
ing well, and we're making
runs. England are getting
beaten by a very good"side
which shouldn't be over-
looked.”

Taylor's main concern s
complacency In his side afier
two comforiable victories and
he said: “"Cricket can turn
around very very quickly as we
found when we won the Ashes
in 1989 after being down
agafnst the West Indies only
months before.

"England haven't put us un-
der very much pressure yet but
we've gotl to watch out that we
don't allow them to get us into

a tough position.”

AUSTRALIA (from): Mark
Taylor (captain). Michael
Slater, David Boon. Mark
Waugh. Michael Bevan, Steve
Waugh. lan Healy, Shane
Warne. Craig McDermott. Tim
May. Damien Fleming. Glenn
McGrath.

ENGLAND
Atherton

llikely):
[captain). Graham
Gooch, Graeme Hick, Graham
Thorpe, Mike Gatting. John
Crawley. Steve Rhodes, Phil
DeFreitas. Darren Gough.

Devon Malcolm. Phil Tufnell,
Shaun Udal [12th ma.ni

Mike

British press tooth & claw

gauge of cricket's national
health.

"After the shattering events
of Thursday. the present
England team can be assessed
as in the worst condition of
any this century.”

The Star says Atherton Is all
set to quit as skipper at the
end of the tour

"He has been shattered by
his side’'s spineless perfor
mances Down Under and | be-
lieve he fully intends to step
down in 39 days thime "~ writes
Mike Beale

*That's how long this tour of
shame still has to run. And un-
less there is a dramatic im-
provement in performance and
application — which is hard 1o
imagine — he will say: "Find
another captain .’

The Sun shows Atherton
beneath a huge banner portray
ing the Ashes under the head
Hne: “It's too big for you, pal "

Writin in the Daily
Telegrap Christopher
Martin-Jenkins claims the
malaise in English cricket goes
right down 1o its rogis

Cricket in (Britain] lrom
tttom o top e e (ar thah if
s in Australia he sai

Finally and helpiully

et

hapa the Dally Mirrors back
page carries a cul oul mask
advising readers 1o wear i
whenever an Englamnd batsisan

slridep o Lhe wickhr!

The only way to watih whal
Is dubs the worst tram In the
world 18 with your eyes o losed
the paper says

Mecanwhile AF adds
Atherton said Saturday he will
rnae above the barrage ol cr

Schneider's first loss

MERIBEL Framnce Dec 31
i Schnewder found oul vou
. wan them all

The Swnss star with hree
Ofhvmpic gold medals and 53
World Cup vwiores had w be
salisfied with Ne 2 behind
Urska Hrovat of Sloverswa n
Frday s World Cup slalam

It was the first slalom loss
for Schnewder thus year

"Maybe | tried oo hard mn
the second run.” Schaeider
sayd When [ crossed the line’
and saw | was second | was
upset [ didn like it

But sometimes you have to
be pleased with second.” she
added

We re human and some days
are better than others.” Hrovat
said_ "1 had a good day today.”

it was the second career
victory for Hrovat. who had a
time of | minute 20-15 sec-
onds for the two runs.
Schneider who won the first
two slaloms of the season. did
I-2024.

Hrovat had the best time of
the secohd heat with 41:01.
Schneider had 41:59. only
fourth best That erased the
49-second advantage Schnei-
der had after the first heat.

Third went to Leila Piecard
of France. with 1:20.7%

The race was done in poor
weather conditions. The morn-
ing run was done in a ight rain
and a fog suddenly came in the
mackdle of the second run.

Hrovat's omiv other World
Cup victory came in a slalom at
Mariber Slovernia last J
Schneider placed second in
that one too

Vr

Cau

Sometimes people think i
s easy Lo win al home, bul ev
eyywhere 1t I1s difficult  the
20-year old Hroval said. | was
happy to win in France because
it was far froum my home -

Anita Wachter ol Auslria was

fourmth | 2078 with Pernilla
Wiberg of Sweden Nifth
1:2] 42

Heidi Zeller-Baehler of
Switzerlande held onto the

overall lead iIn the World Cup
standing with 485 points
although Schneider moved
closer with 466 Zeller-Baehler

cism he and his team have re-
ceived after its poor display in
the second Ashes test in
Melbourne :
“You are aware of what's
being said but it's all about be-
ing strong and digging deep.”
Atherton said. “Tve been in
worse situations in the past
year and I've come through |
just hope | can do it again here

in Swaney

You go through those peri
ods where yvoure pretly de-
pressed about it and then YOu
wake up and i1's a fresh day

and yvou feel renewed determi- *

nation

Englapd have won only one
of their last 21 Ashes Tests
against Ausiralia In the

ibourne Test. they lost 11-6
in 12.4 over 1o be bowled out
lor 92 runs in their second In
nings.

Atherton decided against
calling a training sbssion of
Friday and gave the squad a day
ofl. prompting more criticiam
fronn British journalists on the
bt

Tl Sl B B
did not race the slalom Rnday. |} = =0

Warm temperatures made
the course soft and slow

A mens glant slalom here
was cancelled last week and
there was barely enough snow
te handle that shorter
women's race. Falls on the |
slippery course eliminated top
competitors Beatrice Filloil of
France and Deborah
Campagnoni of Italy on the
first ran.

Marianne Kjoerstad of
Norway was disqualified for
missing a gate in the mormning

The women have a New
Year's break and their next
races are scheduled for Haus
im Ennstal Austria. with a su-
per-G and glant slalom Jan 7
8 The men return with a glant
slalom tentatively set for
Krajska Gora. Slovenia,k Jan 6
with a slalom at Garmisch-
Partenkirichen. Germany. Jan. I
s

Both men and women are
set (o run supper-Gs on Jan 10 i
at Flachau. Austria

Sport

Bachelors' first

Sports Reporter

Bachelors’ Sporting Club
recorded theif maiden
in the Green Delta Insurance
First Division hockey le
with a convincing 3-1 win over
Ennﬂ;dsi:ll;‘ Railway at the

oc um yesterday.

After a barren first half Sa-
bahuddin, Latif and Shahnawaz
scored one goal aplece for
bachelors while Matin pulled
one back for the losers at the
dying moments of the play..

Bachelors, who had earlter
held the defending champions
Abahani to a goalless draw,
raised thetr collection to four
points from five engagements.

In the other match of the
day. Sadharan Bima earned
their second successive win
beating lowly Bangladesh
Sporting Club by a 43rd
minute goal from Ripon.

Sher-e-Bangla
nat’l soccer
e
in Feb
The first phase of the 19th
Sher-e-Bangla national football
championship will begin in the
second week of Febguary. said
a press release of the Bangla-
desh Football Federation yes
terday. reports UNB.
Interested district sports
associations, sports control
boards and universities have

been requested to send their
eniries to the tournament ceo-

20.

Hudson axed

DURBAN,. Dec 31: South
African opening batsman
Andrew Hudson has been
dropped for the third and final
Test against New Zealand
which starts in Cape Town on
Monday. reports Reuter.

The selectors announced on
Friday that Hudson, who has
made just 26 runs in four in-
nings in the current series.

be replaced by Rudoll
Steyn of Orange Free State.

The only other change to
the 13-man squad sees all-
rounder Eric Simons come in
for his Western Province
teammate Craig Matthews who
tore stomach muscles during
the Durban Test

Josephites in
Fed Cup
b’ball final

Josephites reached the final
of the Purabi General Insu-
rance 7th Federation Cup bas-
kethall tournament edging out
the Gregs Club 57-56 in an
exciting semifinal at the NSC
wooden floor gymnasium yes-
terday. reports UNB

They will take on Dhaka
Mariner Youngs Club in the fi-
nal. the date of which is yet to
be finalised

Josephites led the first half
32-30

Sejad caged highest 22

poinis and Farhan 14 for the
Josephites while Emi scored
14 and Anup 12 for the Gregs.

»
L
o .E ;

Ry

Action from yesterday s seventh Federation Cup basketban
game betwéen Josephites and the Gregs at the wooden floor
gymnasium. Josephites won the exciting encounter 57-68 to

progress to the final

— Star photo

mmittee secretary by January |
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Action frum l.he Green Delta Insurance First [hvmmn hm:hey |-LI.I|HLIE encounter between
Bangladesh Railway and Bachelors Sporting Club at the Hockey Stadium yesterday. Bachelors

won 3-1.

BELJING, Dec 31:
Chlna sald today
it was looking for
a tlemporary
replacement for
supercoach Ma
Junren. who is at odds with
some of his athletes over
diviston of money and prizes
they won, reports Reuter.

"Due to poor management,
division of prizes and other
problems. it is a fact that
there are some differences
between Ma Junren and some
(team) members.” Cui Dalin.
deputy director of the Liaoning
Provincial Sports Commission
in northeastern China. told the
China sports daily. Ma has been
accused of keeping most of the
money and prizes won by his
superwomen middle and
longdistance runners, and one

UNICEF wins,
Milan lose

MILAN. Dec 31: An interna-
tional all-star team handed
European champions AC Milan
a 3-2 defeat in a friendly on
Friday but the real winners
were UNICEF — who will be
given the 30.000 dollars re-
ceipts. reports Reuter.

All eyes were on Bulgarian
Hristo Stoichkev but the
newly-croemed European-foot-
b-.llerd—thc-mr had a quiet
afterncon. playing just 65 min-
utes.

Young Greek striker Nikos
Machlas of Ofi Crete stole the
show, scoring the second for
the "Christmas Stars™ and then
seeing his last minute shot de-
flected to give his team victory.

Milan's Croatian midfielder
Zvonimir Boban put the
italians ahead in the 39th
minute but American Tab

. Ramos, who suffered a frac-

tured skull in the 1994 World

finals. levelled in the 64th
minute in front of a 20,000
crowd.

Machlas shot the interna-
tional team ahead three min-
utes later before Milan's Paolo
di Canio with a spec-
tacular bicycle kick eight
minutes from time

PBut Machlas has the final
word. his I5-metre shot hit-
ting Milan's Glanluca Sordo

and looping over goalkeeper

| Marto leipo.

— Star pheoto

local. newspaper said they had
packed their bags and gone

-home.

Cui denied the "Ma family
army” had been disbanded

It is not as serfous as some
small newspapers report il to
be. The Liaoning women's
middle — and long-distance
has not been disbanded . . the
Md family army is still persis.
tently training.” Cui said.

“The Liaoning Provincial
Sports Commission is endeav-
ouring to look for a temporary
replacement for coach Ma
Junren.”

Ma Is in hospital after he
was hurt in a car crash in
Liaoning on Thursday when his

MA JU '\.I I:.h
Mercedes Bens struck a
highway barrier wiule he was
driving from Anshan. his
hometown where his f[ather
died on December 16, to his

training centre in Dalian, offi-
clals said on Friday.

"Nobody is perfect. Ma
Junren has shortcomings and
(committed) mistakes. but the
organisation can help him rec-
tify and overcome,” Cul =aid.

“The Ma family armry does
not belong to just one person.
The Ma family arnty belongs to
the whole country. We should
protect it, love it and help it so
that it can bring more honour
and glory to the (communist)
Party and the people.”

Ma has three Mercedes
Benzes and has spent” seven
milllon yuan (824,000 dollar)
on his training centre, out of
lotal winnings of his athletes of

More trouble for Ma Junren

10 million yuan (1.18 million:
dollar). the Liberation Daily
sald recently.

The cars were prizes given
to three of his -superwomen
for their performances at a
world athletics meet last year
in Stuttgart. Germany, the

“newspaper said.

The newspaper quoted
Wang Junxia. one of the three,
as saying she has received
170,000 yuan (US 20.000 dol-
lar). US 60,300 dollar and HK
1.000 dollar (US 128 dellar)
lrom Ma and that QU Yunxia,
another member of Ma's team.
has received about 65.000
vuan (7,650 dollar).

Wang said that the money
she has received is only a pﬂ'l
of the total she has won,

newspa ﬁlﬂ
Dumitrescu
leaves Spurs

for Seville

LONDON. Dec 31: Romanfan
World Cup midfielder Ilie
Dumitrescu has left English
Premier league Tottenham to
join Spanish club Sevilla. on
loan for the rest of the season,
the London club said on Friday,
reports Reuter,

Tottenham chairman Alan
Sugar, who originally wanted a
straightforward cash deal to
recoup most of the 2.6 million
pounds sterling (3.98 million
dollars) former manager Ossie
Ardiles paid for Dumitrescu
less than six months ago, did
an about-turn to sanction the
deal

Sugar at first turned down
the Spanish First Division
club’'s offer to take him on loan
but relented and gave Sevilla
the option to make the move
permanent at the end of the
campaign. subject to medical
requirements.

Dumitrescu scored five
goals in 1] games in Ardiles'
flamboyant all-out at
regime but was the first victim
after the arrival of new man-
ager Gerry Francis and asked
to go on the transfer list.

He has figured only twice,
as a substitute. during Francis'
eight games in charge. But
without him Spurs have put
together a seven-match un-
bealen run and risen to eighth
place in the league..
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