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Perry to visit India, Pakistan: .

Deferwe Secretary William Perry leaves Washington next week

W yisit Egypt lsrael Pakistan and India. the Delence
Department announced on Friday. Reuter reports from
Washungon .

Perry will kave next Friday and return to Washington on

Saturday. Japuary 14, 0 saxd

Rao ggts poor rating: wsan prime
Minister P V Narasis Rao scored only 5.61 out of a possible
10 wm an opinion poll in which respondents were asked if he
was c¢lean” or honest. a leading newspaper reported
Saturday. AP says from New Delhi

Finance Minister Manmohan Singh scored more than Rag
with 6 30 marks and topped the list of seven ministers who
were chosen for the poll. jintly conducted by MODE, a lead-
ing research group and The Times of India newspaper.

- -
taka HC bans fox-hlhnE:.
ndian animal rights activists are struggling to block
ritual torture and killing of dozens of red foxes In two
southern Indian villages, AP reports from New Delhi.

The All Indian Animal Welfare Assoctation of Bombay re-
cenily persuaded Karnataka state's High Court to outlaw the
annual killings But activists fear police will be unabie 10 stop
the ritual when the full moon appears Jan 16.

Chile may resume ties with Cuba:
Chile is planning to resume full diplomatic relations with
Cuba in January, bringing to an end a 2] -year break. a senior
government official said on Friday. Reuter reports from
Santago.

The government will make a formal decision on renewing
ties before January 15, said the source, who declined to be

named.

- ’ - L]
Picasso’s heirs file lawsuit: me heis
of Pablo Picasso have filed a lawsuit against a Beverly Hills
man accusing hilm of ripping off the late artist by
reproducing his works on T-shirts. neckties and watches,
AFP reports from Los Angeles.

The Administrator of Picasso estate. Claude Picasso filed

and wounded 25 others in a machine-
gun attack on a coach in northwestern Turkey's Kacaeli

region early yesterday, the Anatolia news agency reported,

AFF says from Ankara :
men and a woman foroed the driver to stop the ve-

was going from the capital Ankara to Istanbul.

passengers move to the back of the bus, opened

fire on them and threw a hand grenade. An 18-year-old
25-year-old man were killed in the 4:00 am

attack near Hereke.

Kim gets Luther King award:

South Korea's King Young-Sam. the country's first dissident
politician turned president, has been awarded the 1994

Martin Luther King Jr Non-Vjolent Peace . Prize, the
m. m?" ¥ from Seoul.

The was made 30 by the King
Centre in Atalanta, Georgia. citing ‘s "uncomptromising

dedication to the principle of non-viclence in pursuit of hu-
man rights and democracy.”

19 executed in C China: wincteen

criminals were executed in the central Chinese city of Xian
in December for crimes ranging from murder, theft and arson

to rape. the Shanxi Daily reported vesterday. AFP says from
Betjing |

The eriminals were executed over a 10-day period begin.
ning December 17 after being sentenced to death by the
Inmermediate People’'s Court in Xign, the capiial of Shaanx

province, the report said

3 Filipinos stabbed to death: ..

elderly couple and thetr daughier were stabbed to death
yesterday by a worker in their family bakery iIn the Philippine
capital police said Reuter reporis from Manila

ey sald the coupie s three year old grand daughter waas
spared and later aleried relatives to the killings

150 held in Colombia: Coe o rriay

launched 8 major crackdown on drug and arms trafficking
that resulted In |90 arresis anvl 213 sircrafl grounded atl eighi
alrporis around the nanon AFP reports from Bagotla

Some 8000 personnel losk part in "Operation Swallow
carned out by Colombian police backed by the US Drug
Enforcement Administration and Interpol, General Luls
Enngue Montengro of the Colombian police sasd

- -
2 killed in Belgrade blast: .. .o
were killed ecarly Friday when a hand grenade exploded in a
private Belgrade apariment Tanjug news agency reportied,
AF says from Beigrade
Police saxd tha: an investigaion was under way into 'he
Zemun disiniet blast No other details were avatlabile

-

3 hostages rescued in India: ..
lerrorist comunandos rescued three hostages who were held
by a polonous gang of ivery poachers and sandalweod
smuggiers in southern Indian jungles police sawd on Seturcday
AP reports from New Defhi

The gang led by Koose Muniswamy Veerappan held the
hostages. including a senior police offurial for four weeks
There was no ransom demand. but in the past Veerappan had

used hostages as human shield againsi police altack

1 dies in Istanbul blast: 1 e apiodes
in a central Istanbul hotel on Frnday. killing
Reuter reports from Istanbul

Bike Gureli. general manager of the five star Marmara
Hotel told Reuters the bomb was lefi in the pocket of a coat
hanging in a cafe at the hotel entrance.

Hutus kill 10 in Rwanda: ...

exiremnisi militiamen kilfled 10 villagers who had refused to
foliow them into exile in Tanzania In an attack in
southeasiern Rwanda state-run Rwandan Radio said. Reuter
reports from Nairobi

The radic. monitored by the British Proadcasting
Corporation. on Friday night quoted reports from the
southeastern town of Kibungo saying nine members of the
ousted former government's Interahamwe militia attacked
peopie in Kigarama village near Akagera Park. which borders

on Tarnzaria

8 . a L
Fireworks claim 7 Filipinos:s
Ton. s were killed in New Year s Eve acc triggered by
fire-works explosions in the Philippines yesterday officials
and radio reports said AFP reports fromm Manidla

Yix people burned to death when a fire caused by a
_ﬁr&;a;kublaﬂﬂnedamhﬂmﬂnm of Calambsa.
Bengl Margia jals said. while in the capital. a bystander
was killed and six peopie were injured when pyrotechnic
sparks caused an acetylene tank . Radio DZXL
reporied .
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ISLAMABALD. Dec 31
leader of a muliLant

The

oppose Lthe option of wtal in-
dependence [or the disputed
Himalayan region
Reuter. #

Jammu and Kashmir Libera-

tion Front (JKLF) Chairman

Amanullah Khan wid a news

conference that a 1949 United
. Nations resolution stipulating

Kashmir's accession to either

india or Pakistan was flawed

because he said it restricted
Kashmiris right to self deter-
mination.

New Delhi regards
whole of divided Kashmir as an
integral part of India. which
rules two-thirds of the region.

But Islamabad. which con-
trols the remaining third of
Kashmir, says the predomi-

nantly Muslim Kashmiris must

decide in a UN mandated
plebiscite whether to join

group
fighting Indian rule in Kashmir
asked Pakistan on Friday not (o

reports

the

-

Islamic Pakistan or secular but

Hindu majority India
Amanullah Khan,

of an Independent Kashmir
was gaining appeal and he
wanted Islamabad not to op-
pose the third option '

He sald the JKLF would
hold rallies on January 5 In
both parts of Kashmir and
abroad (o press for the third
opuon.

“We are not cattle or sheep
that we were only given the
choice of accession, we de-
mand that right to be totally
independent.” he said

More than 17.000 people
have been killed in four years
ol a separatist revolt In the
indian-ruled part of the re-
glon. over which the two coun-
tries have fought two of their
three wars since indepen-
dence from Britain in 1947

Amanullah Khan said the
JKLF was not opposing the op-

International

wants Pakistan to back
idea of independent Kashmir

who Is
based In Pakistan, said the dea

tions for accession but wanted
the third option to be also
recognised as a possible
cholce.

“If Pakistan and the world

community did not accede o

Kashmiris' right of complete
independence besides the
tions of accession, then ‘:ﬁ;
JKLF would start a movement
for Independence Lo be the
only option.”

“"Denying this demand will
be Immoral. unjust, undemo-
cratic and contrary to the In-
ternationally recognised ... In-

terpretation of the right of self

determination of subjugated
nations.”

Another report adds: At
least 1,000 people have been

stranded on an expressway

linking the summer and win-
ter capitals of Jammu and
Kashmir after heavy snowfall.
the United News of India
(UNT) said on Friday.

The natlonal highwav con-

necting Srinagar, summer
capital of Jammu and Kashmir
state, and Jammu. The state’s
winter was shut for the
fifth day dué to heavy snowfall
in the higher altitudes of the
Kashmir valley and the Ladakh
region bordering China, UNI
aaid]

It quoted an official spokes-
man as saying the Chenab river
was blocked by a glacier
between Dachan and Marwal In
Jammu's Doda distriet and
residents had been cautioned
against venturing out. '

The villages in the area
faced a threat of floods If the
glacier failed to move In the
next 48 hours, the spokesman

was quoted as saying

UNI said the paramilitary,

Rashiriva Rifles Force and
army until were re-
lief to those stranded on the
expressway. The army's help
has been t to get the
roads cleared of snow, it said.
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destroyed by heavy bombardments of Russian warplanes.

BELJING, Dec 31: Chinas
Communist Party will nurture a
young elite as its next leaders
to ensure iis grip on power
intoe the next century and to

prevent the re-emergence of

-another geveontocracy like the

one now headed by Deng
Xiaoping. reports Reuter

The ratio of young leaders
in the central commitiee
and in central government will
be “significantly enlarged™ by
the year 2000. the Xinhua
news agency said on Friday

‘A considerable amount of
talented leaders in their 30s
and 40s will be embraced by
the party and government bod-
les above the country level ~ it
gioted an official of the organ
isation department of the ren

tral rommitter as saving

In the late-1980=. param-
ountl leader Deng Xiaoping
speatheaded a drive 10 rejuve

nate China's leadership by
persuading old guard revolu

tionaries fo retire to make way
for new blood.

As part of that agonisingly
long campaign. stepped
down from his last post
as head of the powerful Central
Military Commission in 1990

Even though he no longer
holds any official position.
Deng remains the final arbiter
of power in China as under-
lined when he emerged dra
matically onst of formal retire
ment to launch a campaign to
push economic reforms in
| 962

Believed 16 be in failing

heallth he is still respecied as

| .
- \ -
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L= 16 killed in Indian

train mishap

NEW DELHI. Dec 31: At
least six passengers of an ex-
press train were killed and 60
wounded when six cars of the

-bound train jumped
off the track on Saturday. rail-
road offictals said. reports AP

The Udyan Express was
carrying about 800 passengers
when the accident ocourred at
Yelahanka. near the city of
Bangalore, said the officials.
The cause of the accident was
no immediately known.

The deceased were (wo
men and four women. Their
identities were not immedi-
ately availabie

The accident site In the
southern Karmataka state is
about 2,000 kilometers (1.240
miles) south of New Delhi

—AFPeheto | Russian army

Chinese CP to nurture young

elite as next leaders

the most influential man In
China but also as a man who
failed to change a centuries-
old system of reposing power
in one man until death

The fostering of a young

elite. homed by facing hard-
ships that test their abilities,
will ensure a pool of fresh
blcod to take over from cur-
rent leaders. the party official
st

“The Iraditional
tenure of leaders has been
abolished. time limits for
terms of office and age limits
o retirement have been setl.
and procedures and standards
for appointing leaders have
heen established ™ Xinhua

gquoted the central commitiee
i ial m saving

lifetime

French inhahtants of louvigny,

nh

western Frunce push December 3 a canoe to a safe

haven Lo prevent it from dnflung away with the waters of the Orne nver which overflooded ita
banks rapidly following heavy rainfalls

— AFP photo

Format of future US-DPRK

talks yet to be decided

WASHINGTON. Dec 31: The
United States and North Korea
fatled to agree on a format of
future talks to prevent a repeat
of the recent downing of a US
helicopter in North Korea. the
top State Department East Asia
expert said on Friday reports
Reuter

The two countries el the
question vague In an agree
ment which led to the release
on Friday of the helicopter pi-
iot. Bobby Hall. salid Winston
Lord. Assistant Secretary of
State for East Asian and Pacific
Affairs

“Neither side would agree
to the other's position. so we
resorted to creative ambigu-
ity.” Lord said in a telephone
interview, “We would have pre-
ferred a more precise formula-
tion but it was not posaible to
agree on that.”

Lord also said that with Hall
Mow released the United
States planned (o go ahead on

_ schedule with a delivery of

heavy oil 10 North Korea under
an October agreement that
froze Pyongyang's nuckear pro
gramme

In an understanding with
Pyongyang concerning tlerms
lor the release of Hall whose
helicopter was downed on
December |7 just inside North
Korea. the Unit | R
agreed to “contacts In an ap
propriate forum” 0 prevent
such incidents in future.

Lord said the United States
insisted this should be within
the Military Armistice Com-
mission (MAC). which oversees
the armistice that ended the
1950-53 Korean War. but
North Korea was demanding
purely bilateral contacts

Al issue is North Korea's

desire to establish Mnks with
the United States that bypass
South Korea At
North Morean officers nomi-
nally meet the United Nations
command which

the MAC

includes

South Korean as well as US of-
ficers.

Lord said no specific meet-
iags had been scheduled to
clear up the dispute. "We
would like to meet al some
slage. but how soon will de-
pend on North Korean reason-
ableness. ™ he sayd

He made clear that — as In
the past — such meetings need

not always Include South
Korean representatives. but
that US would be tak-

ing part "using the UN hat.
MAC meetings take place at
Panunjom on the North-South
border

US leaders have maintained
that no concessions were
made (o North Korea owver
Hall's release, negotiated In
Pyongyang by Lord's |
Thomas Hubbard. In the deal.
the United States expressed
‘sincere regret” over IE' heli-
copter Incident .

officer killed
in Dushanbe

DUSHANBE. Tajikistan. Dec
31: A Russian tank battalion
commander was shot dead by
an assailant in Dushanbe. the
Tajik capital. news reports

said Saturday. reports AP.

hl.'ld- Friday night and died en
route to hospital. the Inferfax
news agency said.

The ITAR-Tass news agency
also reported the killing. but
said the motive might be
criminal rather than political

Thousands of Russian
troope are helping the gov-
ernment of Tajikistan in its
fight against lslamic rebels and
guerililas from neighbouring
Afghanistan

Fresh clashes
in Liberia

MONROVIA Dec 31 Rene
wed clashes between Liberia s
armed lactions were reported
lens than 24 howrs alter a
ceaselire came into effect to
end five year -ol civil war UN
sources sald Frida r
e Y. reporis

However a UN ollicial put
the Incidents down 1o a
communication problem” and
saldd there was "No need for
alarm’ as some fighters may
;tuu yetl know abowt the crase
re

T will take some time for

all the fighters

to be In-
lormed . " the official said.
Clashes were reported

Thursday m Lhe southeastern
Kiverces county between Char
les Taylor's National Patriotie
Front (NPFL) and the Liberia
Peace Counctl (LPC), several
hours after the ceasefire came
into  effect at midnight

Werdnesday

Pakistan, US to
explore ways to
promote ties

ISLAMABAD. Dec 31
Pakistan and the United Staies
will explore ways to enhance
cooperation in defence and
other fields during US Defence
Secretary Willam Perry's
planned visit In January a
Foreign Office spokesman said
on Thursday, reports Kyodo

He told a weekly briefing
that the two sides will discuss
Kashmir, in South Asia
and the of defence
cooperation within the frame-

work of a US Congressional
moratorfium on military and

economic assistance (o
Pakistan .
An tion resolution

eariier this week called on the
government not to sign any
multilateral agreement. hke

the o sive teal ban
treaty and the Nuclear non-
Prol tion Treaty, without

mmnm
tan's security
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Zookeeper Heino Susott uses a small fish to draw the
attention of walrus 'Antje’ before measuring her tusks
during the yearly stock taking at the Hamburg Hagenbeck
Zoo December 30. The tusk of the 18-year-old Antje has
grown to measure 75 centimetres. — AFP photo

Good news for transsexuals
and transvestites

SAN FRANCISO: San Francisco Mavor Frank Jordan
signed Into law on Friday a cily measure barring

discrimination against transsexuals and transvestites, reports
Reuter

Several other cities have similar laws but San Francisco's is
the toughest in the nation.
It prohibits discrimination based on gender identity in

employment and housing. Companies breaking the law could
be banned from city contracts.

San Francisco now joins the ranks of Minneapolis, Seattle
and Santa Cruz [California) in taking steps to eliminate
discrimination based on gender identity, Jordan said in a
slalement.

il discrimination is tolerated against one group it becomes
acceptable against others and devalues the guality of life in
any community he said. _

The measure sponsored by Supervisor Terrence Hallinan,
was unanimously passed by San Franciso's governing Board of
Supervisors on December 19

Michael Fay beats Clinton
as top newsmaker !

SINGAPORE: Michael Fay. the American who
was caned for vandalism. has been voted thé top newsmaker
in Singapore for the year. beating US President Bill Clinton
who came in fifth. reports Reuter.

The Straits Times newspaper yesterday published the
restits of a poll of 19.770 readers. A cash prige was awarded
to the rgader who picked the top five newsmakers from a list
of 10 candidates.

Fay grabbed more than 80 per cent of the votes,

Other top five newsmakers included fourth ranked Ashaart
Muhammad, leader of the banned Malaysian Islamic sect Al
Argam and second-ranked Michael Vana, the Czech soccer
player charged with match-fixing in Singapore. who jumped
bail and fled 10 Prague.

The last name in the top five was Alan Yeo. chairman of
beverage conglomerate Yeo Hiap Seng. who faced flerce
boardroom battles during the year.

Other candidates who, falled to make it to the top five
included British Prime Minister John Major and Roberto
Baggio. the [talian soccer player who missed a crucial penalty

Kick in this year's world cup flinal.

| Sarajevo marks 1000th
day of siege

the

SARAJEVO, Dec 31 Fas
cilam not Muslimm Tundamen-
talism Is the greatest threat to
world order. Bosnia's Prime
Minister said today in a bitter
attack on European indiffer
ence towards the | 000 day

siegr of Sarajevo

“In Europe al the end of the
40th century. on television
armed people are free Lo kill
unarmed people.” Prime Minis
ter Haris Silajdeic told
Reuters

People are unwilling to talk
about the revival ol lascism

The virus is still around. It's
home made. its made In
Europe. They are happy to talk
about Muslim fundamentalism

but not about biological funda-
mentalism”.

Sarajevn marked its
1.000th day under Serh siege
on Saturday with little fanfare

More than 10 000 residents
have been killed and another
50,000 wounded since sepa-
ratist Serbs rebelled against
Bosnian independence (rom

former Yugoslavia in 1992 and
laid siege to Lhe capital ciy.
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