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~ "New Year Outlook

S0 there is no present tor the nation on the
new yvear's day Eminently because of the tailure of
the politicians to deliver what was expected of
them. Call 1t negative pohitics — or even political
naivety — or whatever yvou will, there is a4 growing
sense that the politicians have let the people
down That teeling of disappomntment. instead of
gilung dissipated. is likely to degenerate into

liance and disdain as the polincal turmoil looks
set tor distupting social peace and progress

indecd, no natton — those 1 war — can
think of a worse way to the new year. What
began as a dispute about the election results of a
parliamentary seat culminated, at the year end,
mto the most divisively dominant issue. In the
the more i nt issues failed to cap-
ure the nation's imagination. For long ten
months the Jatiya Sangsad was virtually turned
into a rubber-stamp parliament. If the tion
has walked out. the ruling party did no er.
" Itis not just the parliamentary backlog but the
awful ymance our politicians that set the
rim tone for the year 1995 Unless something
atic happens. the litical [uture of the
country looks very bleak. R:')nld such dismal polit-
ical performances, forves opposed to democrac
and social peace are likely to have a field-day. All
the institutions and values that hold society to-
ther get weakened by the cumulative effects of
itics. A sharp rise in crimes and religious
bigotry bore testimony to this during last year.
The only silver-lining is that towards the end of
1994, the threat of fundamentalism could be con-
tained to a degree — though not removed —
through the sheer force of conscious and articu-
late public opinion against it. .

The agriculture sector did reasonably well. Our
crop production — unaffected as it is by politics —
has recorded a tremendous boost. So has been
the performance of the stock exchange market,
indicating the high potential for capital forma:
tion. Inflation. was low but the consumer price
index could not be contained proportionately.

On the international front much as the United
Nations may have had its nose snubbed against
the defiant feuding parties’ intransigence, our
troops joined its forces to help its peace mis-
stons. In our eagerness 10 see peace established,
we were deeply shocked at the Bosnian ethnic:
cleansing and Rwandan massacre of civilians. Only
the South African racial integration and Pales:
tinian peace efforts [.‘;ﬂvr an ideal setting for
furtherance of peaceful co-existence between
communities, cutting across rf:llqluus. racial and
ethnic divides. Let us learn from'such amity and
accommodation and build on them to make the
new vear meaningful.

. -
Hartal & Trade Deadline
BGMEA's appeal to the opposition political

leaders that they keep the garments export busi-
ness out of their hartal programme deserves to be
heeded by them. There is a very special reason
why. According to the time-table agreed upon by
our export houses with the garment importers,
under the quota system. a consignment worth
Taka eight hundred crore has to leave our ports
by the 31st of January. Readymade garments val-
ued at Tk 600 crore have to despatched to the
United States alone by that irrevocable deadline.
As the system works. the commercial wing of

the US embassy in Dhaka and, implication,
the quota authority of the Unit States. will
keep an eye on whether our merchandise has
left our waters by that due date.-

If the hartals should throw out of year the
production, packaging., customs clearance and
transshipment schedules then we are in for seri-
ous trouble. This will not only mean ar enormous
loss of business for us to the tune of several hun-
dred crore taka, the importer will also be irate
over going without these garments. They would
not like twinﬁ presented with an unsavoury fait
accompli. 1¢ repercussion can be serious in
terms goodwill for enjoying the quota benefit in
the future.

On another plane, a few thousand students are
going to appear at the O and A levels examina-
tions held by the London University authority in
January. Given the current political outlook and
the line ol opposition thinE‘iJng. the month of
January could witness an unbroken chain of har-
tals. There will be loss of at least six months for
these several thousand examinees, to say nothing
of the high fees they have already entered.

These are two specific arcas where we are
destined to experience an irreparable damage.
There may be a few other points equally vulnera
ble to losses. Anyhow, we regard the above two
instances as an unassailable rationale for keep-
ing those decadlines out of the harm’s way. Even
if the hartals or sieges are considered unavoid-
able by the opposition political parties then we
suﬁm-ﬂt that they take note ol certain business
and educational deadlines and set the dates for
their demonstrations accordingly. Medicare and
utility services should also come under a speci-
fied. and what is equally important, well ensured
relaxations.

Hall's Release

It reminds of the U-2 incident only as a refer-
ence-point, not as a snugly-fitting analogy to be
sure. On May 1, 1960 a US reconnaissance plane
was shot down In the former Soviet Union and, in
the furore that followed, Moscow cancelled an
imminent superpower summit in Paris.

On December 17, 1994 in an entirely different
setting ol a cold war-free world, North Korea, a

communist country — if that means anylhln% by .
E e

way of a remote resemblance with the pa
downed an observation helicopter that strayed
into her airspace. Pilot Bobby Wayne Hall survived
but his co-pilot died. It took 13 days of intense
and delicate negotiations between Clinton emis-
sary Thomas Hubbard and Pyongyang authorities
to secure Halls' release.

We are very happy over the wonderful reunion
that Bobby Wayne has had with his family. At the
inter-state level the outcome is highly welcome
as it hcslgs normalise Washington-Pyongyang rela-
tions. Short of apologising to North Korea, the
US has expressed a sincere regret for the inci-
dent which it put down to a navigational error.
North Korea said it released US pilot Hall on a
humanitarian ground after the "admission of his
crime of llleﬁ!g intruding” into her airspace.

The moral of this story is the respect shown to
an international norm relating to the inviolate
and sacrosanct nature of a country’s territorial
integl . Even as the lone superpower in the

; US kept its cool and led the affair
in due deference to the sensitivity involved. This
reflected well on US diplomacy under stress.

50 Years of IMF and World Baﬁk

N the lasi gquarier of last

year, in Madrid, the Bret-

ton Woods institiitions —
the International Monetary
Fund (MF of Fund) and the
World Bank (WB or Bank) —
celebrated their SOth birth an-
niversary. The golden jubiflee
meel at the, Palacle de
Congressos was historic In a
sense Lhal il saw an unprece-

denited divide between the.

rich and Lhe coun-
tries for the first tUme in the
institutions half a century long
lile-span. It was also perhaps
the first occasion when differ-

.ent individuals and non-gov-

|

ernnwTil organisstions (NGOs)
raised a vocilerous protest
agains! policies and ways of
functioning of the two premier
world institutions Some of the
protestors even demanded the
dismaniling of them on the
ground that they have actually
promoted social injustice and
accentuated inegualities in the
Third World countries. Though
N is audacious 10 make such a
demand of their abolishment
the protesiors have sucoeeded
in doing what they so earngstly
wanied (o, They have sent the
message 10 the institutions as
well as to the rich nations that
the Fund and Bank must reor-
ent their programmes and
policies according to the actual
needs of the hundreds of il

Hons of people around the

world
Evolution
e WB and IMF were set
up Iin 1944 at the Bretton

Woods Conlerence in New
Hamshare with some assigned
objectives While the Weorld
Bank was designed to help re.
rnlu-lturlll:f and restrocturng
thie War devastated Europe
the IMF was created (o oversee
and work lor a stable lnancial
sayslem

But the unfulding evenls
took away the initlal respon:

OR a long time. the
Philippines has stood
aparn frem its authoran-

) neighbours, diagnosed as a
country where rowdy deme
cracy sapped economic health

Singapore Semor Minister
Lee Kuan Yew in 1993 made
the famous pronouncement
that LIS style denumracy 1 the
Fhilippines had c(reated
‘undisciphined and disorderly.
conditions” (o block develop-
ment.

Many agreed. The Philt-
ppincs regained {ts freedom in
a 1986 popular upnising but
what good was this, they
asked because hungry Filips-
nos cannot eal [reedom. In
contiast. East Asias newly
industrialising counitnes that
pul economic progress ahead
ol political rights have surged
ahead :

Bul as the Sick Man of Asia
starts rebuilding s economic
muscle. Filipinos are finding a
sympathetic audience tuned to
their assertion that democracy
and development do mix

Filipino officials have been
reperating thi€ thesis like a
manira in promouon Lrips
abroad. determined to tumn
what has often been called a
burden into an advantage

"This | have alwavs believed
we can develop as a working
democracy — and not in spite
of it ° says President Fidel
Ramos. who put the Phili-
ppines democratic fool
forward when he went on a
five-country swing through
weslern Europe in September

Al the annual meetings of
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) amd World Bank in
Madrid last vyear Finance
Secretary Roberto de Ocampo
noled that it had beoome fash
lonable in Asia "o think that
the only kev o economic suc
cens Is strong and authoritar
tan government rather than an
clecled one™ But he added:
"We are determined to prove
that there 4s vet another way
that miracles in Asla can hap-
pen Keep watch.”

The Philippines assertion
that democracy can be the
takeofl point for economic
growth is not entirely new. the

Sir. 31st December finally
drew the curtain for the year
1994 which will now slowly he
losl Inlo the ocean of thne
with all its events. The deeds
and destiny of the year will
now remain as contents of a
begotten diary.

Let the dawn of the new
year 1995 bring the nation
peace. progress and shun all
the differences and disputes Lo
bring everyone to a solid unity
to strive for the common goal:
leedd and clothe the poor and
ke all out eflorts o develop

’t* country. May Allah the
Sighty have mercy on this
latidd and cease the miseries
and endless suffecings that
have so cruelly bogged us down
for so long

Let us wish the new year
hring respite on the cagnpus so
that the. students sincerely
pick ur pen and book instead
of stick and gun. Let us hope
the prices of essential com-
modities be within the reath
ol the common man. Let us
pray the use of knifes be for its

=

—— | Demand for Reorienting
by

' /

dows like Extended Fund gevernment and public sector rectly henefited defended and

Development-friendly Democracy

The Philippines may have finally found that
freedom is not a deterrent to development.
Johanna Son of Inter Press Service reports

ountry being one of Asias
oldest democracies that had

its tical culture shaped
ﬁﬂu.::luui thy Spain and ua.:

the United States

But the theme has become
more compelling at a4 ume
when the once moribund
econamy is projected o grow
by 45 to five per cent this
vear Renewed internatuional
confidence has also fucied for
eign mvesiments and the

stock urrhu
Analysts maimdain that

OeipocTacy was never really in
danger of losing out o authon
lananism. thoagh ns concrete
benefitls may take time to
emerge. Buillding a country
that 1s democratic and growing
may be harder. but its benefits
are also much greater.

Julius Caesar Parrenas of
the Manifla based Center for
Rescarch and Communication
ICRC) says the much-vaunted
stability of autheoritarian
regimes lends (0 be tempo-
rary. South-ecast Asia's strong-
man governmenis also find
their lack of democratic sys-
lems a weakness that Western
governments coastantly harp
on. be adds

Nobody wortied about suc-
cession in Indonesia in Lhe

sole purpose and not for sever

ing human throats. Let us pray
and hope that the speeding
wheels of trucks and buses
keep on the right track and
not crush human beings to
death. We do hope the year
1995 will enable [amiltes from
all walks of life w freely move
about without being worried of

betng mugged.

Well, the above are only
prayers and hopes, but nothing
Is ruled out or is Impossible;
all we need Is firm determina-
thon.

50 let's wish a very ha
new year 1995 to all: let t
year be full of joy and smiles,
for we don't know who among
us will makke 1t 10 see 1996

Khawja Vigar Motriuddin
Dk,

Religion and human
rights

Sir, The honourable Presi-
dent of Bangladesh has assured

of the fundamental rights to all
during the visit of 30-members
team of Bangladesh Human

from Manila

1980s. But wday, dmﬂnuﬂy
is nie about what happens
when the 73-year-old presi-
dent bows out when his sixth
five year term ends in 1998.
Says Parrédas: “You don't know
whether the one who will suc-
ceed Suharw can control more
than 100 million people as
well °

He says this can be bad for

upheavals or unrest in a labour
sector Lightly reined in by
Jakarta could wipe out mullions
of dollars in investments.

The economist notes that
while the Philippine political
process may be slower,
‘peopie are now willing to play
according to the rules of the
game. Once the rules are ac-
cepled. things become more

Democratic set-ups are also
bound to be more stabie in the
long-term because authoritar-

lan ones are open to pressure
on issues such as human rights

Rights Foundation to Banga
bhaban on December 23
Certainly the news has the
hilarious and the joyous
aspecis just before the
Christmas when the Christian
citlzens of Bangladesh were to
celebrate the Christmas on
December 25

In the past weeks some dis
respect to religion had been
enacted In the TV drama
"CHAYA SHIKARI o
December |8, 1994, a request
had been sent in order to
climinate the slanderous use of

any religion in the film. drama -

and TV as these definitely
damage the respect for human
rights. human dignity and
ahove all the respect for
religion. The respect can be

destroyed irrespective.

Would Bangladesh TV elim-
Inate amend the use of religion
in the drama "Chaya Shikar{"?

Andrew D'Costa
46_Hemerylra Das Road. [Dhaka

and labour rights.

Trading pariners cannet
use these issues against demo-
craljc countries, say analysts A
cheice between democratic
and authoritarian systems may
no longer really exist anyway.
Split-second communication
and satellite sysiems mean

their Policies Growing Louder

he most appalling aspect of t -Ban) y was that the same menu was - to

countries o wm if t stages of development, different economic

conditions or and cultural
sibility of the WB. The War-  Facilities (EFF), Structural enterprise. (o stop regulating represented by both the insti-
mm’wmﬁm Fund Facilities (SFF), the market and decide where tutions. The attached prescrip-
nate with the help of the Enhanced EFF and so on. The Investment to go. fo reduce tions of the IMF have brought
Marshall Plan. named afler the Madrid Conference in October. taxes, specially income tax. to consumerism in most of the
US Secretary of State George 1994 witnessed a deadlock gve incentives to private In- countries it provided loans. but
Marshall. Then the Bank when the G-7 countries tried vestments. not to try to redis- that jsm is for that privileged
tuned its allention (o the de- 10 Introduce a new tribute incomes and so on. The  few. Proliferation of tax havens
veloping world and assumed window — the Systemic most appalling aspect of the and shelters for every kind of
s present role of a direct Transition Facility (STF) of Fund-Bank policy was that the financial flows have again
lender for specific projects. SDR 20 billion — to help the same menu was prescribed to  benefited that section of the
Mlﬂ-’!’z’ﬂw former socialist countries of the countries of different goe- Third World socicties. So it
scale such as and canal East Europe, without extend- graphical location. different seems that the [MF has actu-
works, power plants. roads. ing any extra SDR facilities to  stages of development. differ- ally aided to widen the gap
major irrigation projects. the developing countries. et economic conditions or of between sich and poor in a
ww.mwm different ethmic and cultural svsternatic way.
ports other infrastructural Conditionalities set-ups.
projects that are seemed to be Whatever honest intention ﬂruuuﬂﬂi-hw
essential for the development the G-7 countries had for their me man rights and man-made
of a country newly found East It would be more to the ecological disasters during the
hand. crossed a more eventful 24 Interim Committee (IC) “lﬂ.ﬁ:ﬂ'llhll the institu- ferent parts of the world An
thme since s ingeption. From members of the IMF saw tiohs little success to be April 1994 internal study on
the very beginning. the Fund  through the game and chose to  boast of Just look at the vondi- resettiement by the Bank con-
membership is open to coun- dig in their heels in protest. tionalities they set for the firmed that at present over
iries and each member has to  This protest was due long long  aspirants of the Fund or Bank hmwm
contribute to the Punds fund back against many many issues  loan. What would be the effects are being displaced by ongoing
according to s share of GNP which the Fund and Bank got on the Third World countries or future Bank projects. These
and the accession to Fund away withaut much hindrance.  which go for their loans with four million people comprise
means gaining the drawing Just look at the mesa they have  Lhese conditionalities? Do the largely indigenous peopies and
Mght according o a quota A done 1o most of the Latin  poor of these coustries can subsistence farmers whose last
member also acquires the American and Alfrican econ-  expect o get a fair treatment survival niches will be de.
right 1o volr according to ita omies The decade of B0s |s  In the changed atmosphere siroyed. The Bank also never
contribution towards (ke called a “lost decade” for the where their governments mmhm
Funds capital. The IMF assista Laiin American economies sperd little for themn in educa failure of any projects.
a member by financing its Whenever a country went lo  tlon  health and hygiene.
trade defictt and other BOP  get the help of the Fund or the  medicine. sanitation. public It was also being seen that
problems through an netru WB 16 overcome BOP or other distribution system, of in a same countiry the Fund
ment called Special Drawing  structural erises, they attached  cont the prices of foodd  and the Bank worked for cross
Rights (SDR) which are now 4 long st of prescriptions and  or sther commodities?  purposes that ultimately re-
about SDR 28 billion n ciroula conditkns which the country Heaults around the world show sitited in deterioration of the
Uon. Most of the industrial musi lollow In case i wanted  (hat they become the victims  total situation. This
countries a floating 0 havw the help The kind and  of the Pund's or Bank's harsh became evident in the sub-
exchange rate in 197) and the nature of the condifions al- escriptions. On the other Saharan economies where the
IMF has become the fag lached to thelr loans were :nﬂ these have resulted in  Bank's long term development
bearer of Lhe rate since then Mmore of ees (he asame a8 ©  crealing & creamy layer in the  objective became the casualty
To help the hard currency - up the economy through developing countiries who have of the Funds terms which
slarved and structural prob abising nports, o et for followed their programmes wanied to arrest shorl-term
lem -ndden countries. the ecign Invesiment come In with altachey _ fiscal disarray of the countnes
Fund has also intreduced win frecly. to munimise the role of The creamy groups are di- by binding them to cutl Lheir

that strongman governmenis
that ry to keep information
out of national borders are
fighting a losing battle.

De Ocampoe says Lhe
Philtppines ‘aims (o "make

breathe fire that can burn
forests.”

opinent and n olher essenual

to the wider section
bet-
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homework and nurture our
economy, we could be a viable
allernative.” ~

The Disconcerting Signals and Gano Forum

Perhaps every citizen of the
country feels the kind, if not
the degree. of the danger the
nauon is facing today. But few
give their in-depth thoughts
emanating from a measure of
ingenuity and patriotism Lo-
wards its solution. Is it due to
niggardliness. indifference.
unimaginativeness or lack of
insight and proper education
on the part of those who are
supposed to be the con-
science- of the nation?
The reason is anybody’'s guess.
But it is broad and loud that
the educated class has perhaps
turned its face from the in-
coming danger deepening ev-
ery day. Have they ed
and become fatalistic. though
fatalism has no place in mun-
dane affairs. much less in reli-
gien? Or, have they abandomned
all initiatives on national plane
and thrown themselves into
the current of the dav?

The emergence of Gano
Forum enkindled some hope
in as much as it was
to work as a beacon light in
the grey zones of the nation. Is
it fulfilling that role? Perhaps,
pot in a full measure. Many
thought that Gana Forum was a
third current in the national
poltucs. Gano Forum has per-
haps neither affirmed nor de-
nied It. Be that as it may. w@
should consider Gano Forum as
really a people's forum = a
cradle of free
ideas dedicated to the welfare
of Lthe people: a cradle of social
and International mobilisation
for the cause of the nation: a
sort of 'Hyde Park. a

‘Muktangan'. to debate and

generate input for the solution
of national problem. Because i1
Is helmed by a talent and per
sonality of international fame
I the Gano Forum. as a true
people s jorum. cutting across
all affilations. can show the
nation a brighter path and help
it to come out of danger per
haps the blessing of people
will pour on it sooner than ex
pected

How should we prioritise
national problems endangering
us soonet than projected? The
institutiohalization of demeox
racy. Farakka problem the
population explosion problem
the poverty problem. the edu
cational problem. the rule of
law problem. the value -erosion
problem. the law and order
problem. the black money
problem, the accountability
and iransparency problesa —
which one should come firsi
or should all be bracketed” W
seemns that all of them are in
terlinked and mantually rein
forcing each other Gana

thoughts and -

A Q Rasulpuri

Forum, should address itseilf
seriously to solution of these
problems drawing the experts.
professionals. social. scientific
and political thinkers etc. to
its portal. In the process they
should use all conceivable least
cost media including the press
and press clubs, at home and
abroad. off and on. for social
and international mobilisation.
The Gano Forum can form
Gana sub-committee for each
problem at professional and
expert level and try to seek out
a solution for each of the cru-
cial problems the nation is
thrown into.

The present Jatiya Sangsad
built upon toil and tears as well
as free, fair and impartial elec-
tions is considered to be, the
slepping stone for institutonal-
isation of democracy and the
hub for discussion and solution
of national problems. The op-
position, however. from the

beginning accused the party in

position of making the Jativa

Sangsad ineffective. The party
in position also brought the

same accusation- against the
opposition party. Perhaps the
feeling of the broad masses is
that the Jativa Sangsad is yet
to rise to the ievel of national
expectation in as much the
country has wilnessed few
meaningful debates on solution
of national problems in the
Jatiya Sangsad. Be that as it
may. now because of the con-
tinued abstention of the oppo-
sition parties the Jativa
Sangsad elected through a
model election is perhaps (we
hope not] heading towards its
dissolution.

Though the nation is per
haps not a party to it (the Left
Front holds this view) yet the
educated segment of the soci-
¢ty particularly the Gano
Forum is not raising its due
volce in this respect as much
as expected of it The concept
of mstitutonalisation of democ-
racy and inculcation of demo
cratic culture in the polity
srems to be throewm inte the
wind by all and sundry The
enlightened clasa s almost
silent and not taking any
effective and percep' ble
initiative ta break the one
trark  t(thinking of the
comoerTred parties

The Farakka Barrage s
proving a death irap for the
natm The Head of the (oad
raised the e in TNCGA and
sough the o operaton  and
Rood wAR of 1he veighbesring
conmtry for the sabution of thes
Inrmanst avian perohiems Mt the

opposition Guoblwed T as A polin

_

ical gimmick and debunked
the same as playing of the
party in position inte the
gallery. The Gano Forum.
should rise to the occasion
both nationally and interna-
tiohally and create ground for

- the honourable settlement of

water-sharing issue among the
riparian countries under
SAARC. regional and interna-
tional umbreila. like the shar-
ing of water in Indus-basin un-
der the aegis of World Bank
and international commumnity.
Meanwhile. the Gano Forum
may ensue a national debaie as
to the construction of the pro-
posed barrage down the
Hardinge Bridge and solution
strategy of water probiem all

+ over the country. The envi-

ronmental degradation and de-
sertification process Farakka
has imposed on the country.
should attract the national ge-
nius as well as consensus for
its solution. The Gano Forum
by the charisma of its name
and leadership should give
some gifts to the nation caus-
ing continued and persevered
discussion on the solution of
national problems. by the
scholars and thinkers. patri-
ots, social workers, and, of
course. the people at large
Otherwise. people may think
that the Gano Forum is another
traditional political party
floated to capture power.
though its name does speak of
greater magnitude

The immediate agemda for
the Forum seems to make the
Jativa Sangsad effective by
creating a national pressure on
the concermed gquarters and
build up an afmosphere where
other crucial national agenda
can be debated for solution.
The Gane Forum should not
frustrate the people (Ganal
and take up the national prob-
lems one after another Ffor
their resolve

At thizs level of socieo
poiitice -economic  develop:
ment of the nation. the Game
Ferum shoukd subsume more
the role of a popular and pre
fessronal than polftical ongand
sation o salvage the natbon
from despoarvdetcy In the o

cess they should perhaps shun
Avsow st of retired booreaw

rrals and fevhimewrats whe are
rormally of ane track thougbt
but pose o play efy head
ke professas Harold Laski
plaving te Labowr Party of
Erngland e hevoane munistes
i cougpetition with thedr col
heagitve [Md they ot prove al
ready oo expensive far thia
poor nation aow crying hearse
far hettering their socie
politive svonomin comiition?




