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first Lime since Russian roops
were ordered into Chechnya
uti December 11 to crush the
Muslim republic’'s Indepen-
dence drive.

A Moscow report says.
Russian troops entered Grozny
at nightfall today and took con-
trol of several administrative

buildings, Russia’'s government

press centre sald. adding that
ﬂghl.\ng continued inside the
city.

A ' high-ranking Russian
Defence Ministry source had
earlier denied reports In the
Russian’ media that the thou-
sands of besieging troops
would storm Grozny on New
Year's Eve. Interfax news
agency said.

Terrified remaining resi-
dents hid in cellars and bomb
sheiters as shells slammed
into the city at the rate of two
or three a minute at one point.
according to AP.

Fighting near Chechen
svanonr || Presidential palace

=

Thick smoke from at least
ning fires burning at an oifl re:
finery and elsewhere In the
industrial district, turned the
ravaged cily as black as night
soon after the attack began at
midday.

One Russian bomb struck a
prison in the capital and killed
26 prisoners. a Chechen
spokesman told the Moscow
Echo radio station. No further
details were available.

Bloodied and dazed
Chechen fighters ran (6r cover
but said they would hot give
up.

"Despite the great might of

the Russian army which is at- -

tacking Grozny. the peopile of
Chechnya have already won a
moral victory.” Dudayev said in
a New Year's address to the
people of Chechnya and Russia.
according (o the Interfax news

~ Inside Today
Article
and World l;'ank' GROZNY (Russia). Dec 31
lhlﬂ Russian armoured vehicles
. I.lfld i . lought Chechen defenders in
Reorienting their front of the presidential palace
- : in central Grozny today afier
Pdtlﬁ Gmmg launching a massive ground
Louder and air assault on the sepa-
. ratist republic’s capital, re-
unim K ports AFP.
by L. Barmhum&r From about a kilometre
away. a huge lire. gushing
Page 4 HI{ smoke. could be seen
coming from the centre near
- the presidential building.
International F Howesir. & Chechin telibi
- sion camera left in the
JKLF wants Pakistan to | window of the bullding contin-
A R ued to transmit grainy pictures
Mde?a of : i of Russian armoured vehicles
t Kashmir , firing in all directions around
_ {- the main square.
Sarajevo marks 1000th Chechens fought back with
Page 5 pasitioned in the city centre
and with heavy machine guns
against helicopter gunships
Bminﬂs that attacked the city for the.
Bangladesh Shipping
Corporation loses Tk
15.78¢r in 93-94
fiscal year
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Drummgarebmt New
Year's Eve, Let Your
l Wild . :umJtm Dec 31: The
Muslim-led Bosnian govern-
Page 16 ment t signed an agree-
ment fof a four-month cessa-
tion of hostilitles in Bosriia, the
Slndal United Nations said. reports
. Rewter
{ The Bosnian Serbs. the
_ other main warring faction,
1984: The Year in were expecied to 'sign the
. Retrospect | ngreement later lai’gkh their
he :

p 9 to 14 headquarters at near

thaltad Natlars special on

e == N i - pe— —

‘ o agree on a
compreh®nsive cessation of
hostilities.” »

He addéd: “1 am

proceeding
with General Rose_ (the UN .

commander # Bosnia)
to to have them (the
::‘-mn mmmm-nﬂ

The four-month ceasefire.
which afose from a peace

migsion to Bosnia earlier In
Derrmber by  Inrmer 119
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President Jimumy Carter "8 in-
tenided to pave the way 10 a
negotiated settlement of
Bosnia's 33-month war

Akashi and his milhary
commander for Bosmia. LU
Gen. Sir Michael Rose. visited
the Bowniag pre for
talks with governument iale
and transmitted new ideas to
the Bostiian Serb headguarters
village of Pale

The proposal Yor the four.
tanth trees was part of a
larger package inchiding pos
sible resumption of prace ne
gotiatione

Hoee & furious shutltle
diplomacy of the last few days
refleciod the Unitesd Nations
apparen! determination nel o
the et mumentum lor peace
sltp afler Carters visgt

two sides would agree

o stop Nghting until May |
18896 lrontlines would he
frosen and some oops with
drawn

The, Boanlan government
was insisiing thal before §if
®igns an cviended broader
truce. fighting i Bihac st
Slop. It also wanted wording
the calls for al least a parual
demilitanzation of Sarajevo

According o the Carter
brokered package. negotia
tons should be bated on an in-
ternalional peace plan drafied
by the United Siates. Rusela
France Germany and Britain

WASHINGCTON, Dec 31 The
United States lsted today 2.
billion dollars in Chinese goods
that could be hit with sanc-
tons uniess China moves o
halt piracy of US compact
discs. computer software and
other copyright goods. savs AFP.

A statement by US irade

mm\uuvt Mickey Kantor's
said The list would be
open for public comunent for
30 days afdd that he would
make a final decision on trade
sanctions on February 4.
Kantor also tied the dispute
to China's reques{ for admis-
sion 0 the General agreement
on tariffs and trade (GATT)
and its successor, the World
Trade Organization. The
United States has opposed

Lhinese membership

It would be  difficult to
its accession f China
not comply” with US de-
mands over the t in

JANUARY 1,

By Staff Corredpondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will address the
nation over radio and televi-
siory today at 7:15 pm. ,

informed sources said she
will explain the causes of the
abortive dialogue with a fresh
call lo opposition parties to
return to the ‘democratic pro-
Cens’,

The draft of her speech was
finalised at a meeting with her
senior colleagues yeslerday

mght.
Dissolve illegal
parliament :AL
By Staff Correspondent

A meeting of the Awami
League Presidium yesterday
resolved that the solution 1o
political crisis lay in the disso-
lution of the present ‘tllegal
Parliament and holding of a
fresh general elections under a
non-parly caretaker govern-
ment.

The meeting. held at the
party’s central office with party
chiefl Sheikh Hasina in the
chair. said the Fifth Parlia
ment elected under a care
laker administration with the
ruling BNP bagging 31 per
cent votes and the combined
Opposition 69 per cent votes
had become illegal anid nonex-
istent foliowing the en masse
resignation of lawmakeys rep-
resenting the majority voters.

“The persisting palitical
stalemate has been caused due

Ser Page 8 Col 7
No alternative
to fresh polls,

says JP
By Staff Correspondent

There is no scope 1© inter
pret otherwise the resignation
leitefs submitied by Oppo-
Sition MPs. the Jatiya Party
lcaders said westerday de-

WF ' hud:jm v

fresh efection within 90 days

‘The Constitution has
clearly stated how a Parllament
member will resign and how a
seal falls vacant. We acted as
per the Constitution.” acting
chiefl of the Jat Party
Mianur Rahman C ury
teld newsmen at a press con-
ference.

He alleged that Speaker
Shaikh Ramak AN was misin-
ierpreting the Constitution
and had committed an.offence.

He said that his party de-
cided to hold Lthe press con-

See Page 8 Cal 1

FBCCI reviews
political situgation
today

Bamipess community lesders
will inpeet l!lh‘p‘ o disouss | he
lalest political development
arising oul of the mass resigna
tion of. Opposition MPs, re
prrts UIND '

T™he executive commitice of
the Fedleration of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
lndusiry will Lake stock of the
COuUniry s currenit political it
vation and its impact on Lhe
national economy. FBCCI
SACes sabd,

They hinted that Salman P

| Rahman. president of the apex

lrade bty would once

make a plea 0 the political

leadership of the country (o
See Page 8 Col 8

US threatens trade
bans on China

protect American intellectual
property.” Kanter said in a
sLatement earlier. "American
companies are sufiering losses
annually to piracy in China
This cannot continue.

"We are prepared (0 protect
US indusiry. It is eritical that
China demonstrate serious re-
solve eradicate rampant

Tiwan quiis as
UP party chief

NEW DELHI. Dec 31: A se-
mjor Congress Party leader and
of  Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao resigned from a
key post today as Rao prepared
oabinet changes to invigorale
the organisation. party officials
said. reports Reutér,

Narain Dutt Tiwari quit as
the pariy's chief in Utlar
Pradesh. India’s most populous
state. in protest over Rao's re-
fusal 1o withdraw the party's
legislative support (o the
stale’'s opposition party gov-
ernment, .
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PANGSHA (Rajbari). Dec 31:
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia said here today that
demorracy and the constHu-
tional process In the, country
would be maintained at any
cost, reporia BSS

The Prime Minister was
addressing two public meet-
ings — one at Ballakandi Zia
Sarani under Ballakandi thana
and the other al Pangsha
College ground under Pangsha
thana of Rajbari district. She
said that by subunitting the let-
ters of resignation. the
Opposition MPs had shown
disrespect 1o the people's ver-
dict.

Criticising the Opposition's
statement that following the
submussion of their resignation
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This parliament is
legal, says PM

letters. the present Parliament
had become illegal. Begum Zia
said. “This Parliament is lo
tally legal and constitutional.
There remains 172 elected
MPs in this Parllament. Seo this
Parllament is legal We will
continue our functions as per
Constitution and rules.”

The Prime Minister said
the Opposition did not want to
see the fourishment of the
democratic process and the
existence of Parllament

“The people are above all of
us. We shall do and are doing
everything necessary to estab-
lish the righta of the people.”
she said

Referring to the people's
rights to franchise, Begum Zia

Sec Page 8 Col B
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Star Man of The Year

Story on page 9
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The Daily Star wiskes
its valued readers,

well-wishers, patrons
and advertisers a
Happy New Year.

Cost of living
up by4.5pc
By Staff Correspondent

For consumers in the coun-

| 994 was a bad year.
According lo an estimate of
the Consumer's Association of
Bangladesh (CAB). the cost of
MWving has shot up by 4.5 per
cent while prices of essentials
by 9.55 in comparison to those
of 1993,

According to the CAB re-
port on annual prices.and cost
of living released yesterday,
the prices of fish and rice have
shot up to the highest. which
are 40.98 and 26.32 per cent
respectively.

The price of edible oil has
soared by an unappetising per-
centage of 17.98, of which
butter oil rose by 50 per cent,
soyabean 14.21. dalda 24.14
and coconut oil 3.12 per cent.

The CAB. comparing the
commodity prices between
December 1993 with the cor-
responding period this year,

See Page 8 Col 1

1000 flats for
govt employees
by June

Some 1.000 flats will be al-
lotted among government_ em-
ployees by June this year. said
an effical-annotihceruent hie

The decision was taken in
the 3islt meeting of Parlia-
mentary Commitiee on
Ministry of Housing and Public.
Works with Housing Minister
Rafiqul islam Mia in the chair.

Besides, 1000 flats will be
constructed at

try

Mohammadpur
and Savar in Dhaka district for '

the government officials and
employees, who will become
owners of the flats following
paymenis in instalments.

It also urged the RAJUK au-
thority to implement the
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eason.‘s Greetings and

" a Happy New Year

|- to all our valued consumers, customers,
distributors and well-wishers.
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