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Of Romario

BARCELONA, Dec 30
Romario's reported move to ci-
ther ltaly or Bragil has caused a
wave of Romariomania here,
according to sperts daily Spoit
on Thursday. reports AFP.

Barcelona striker Romario.
cuwrrently in Brazil on holiday .
has however scotched talk of a
move to italy. "I will only go to
eal plzzas and pasia. The day |
leave Barcelona. | will go back
to Brazil.” Romario said.

Barcelona fans are almost
desperate for the ¢lub to hold
on to him, Sport further re
ported

Romario, one of the stars in
Brazil's fourth World Cup tri-
umph in July, was set to meel
the Flamengo Club president
on Thursday.

But the approximate 12
millions deollars Flamengo
would need to buy Rommrio,
under centract at Barcelona till
July 1996, could be a major
stumbling block.

According to Sport
Massimo Moratti, who is about
to take the reins of Inter
Milan, said he was ready to buy
Romario or Bulgarian' team-
mate Hristo Steichkov.

Morattd would be ready to
let go of Dutch international
Dennis Bergkamp, who inter
ests Barcelona coach Johan
Cruyfl. for five million dollars,
Moratti also suggested he
would pay Romario a two-mil-
lion-dollar annual salary. still
according to Sport.

Romario has not lived up to
his reputation following World
Cup victory. Apart from a lower
standard on the field, Romario
also angered Barcelona officials
alter returning 23 days late for
training at the start of the sea
son. Cruyff then fined him
2.700 dollars.

Zoff still
]
rates Gascoigne
highly

ROME. Dec 30: Lazio presi:
dent Dino Zoff hopes that
Englishmap Paul Gascoigne
can put his injury problems
behind him in 1995 and finally
prove himself in Italian soccer,
reports Reuter

‘We're waiting for him, ba-
sically he's our (Robeita)
Baggio.” Zoff said in an inter
view with the Daily Corriere
Dello Sport published on
Mursday. ‘

Gascoigne, who has not
played since breaking his leg
in a training accident last
April, has suggested he would
like to return to England at
the end of the season but Zoff
said that he still has a role to
play at Lazio.

‘Paul is an extraordinary
talent, the best in the world if
he's fit and in the mood.” Zoff
added. ’

(Gascoigne, 27, has made
just 39 Jeague appearajices
since joining Lazio from To
ttenham Hotspur more than
two years ago.

The injury-plagued English-
man is hoping to return to
action in March. :

HK's fate in

C'wealth Games
Fed hands

KRUALA LUMPUR, Dec 30: |1
is for the Commonwealth
(;ames Federation to decide
whether Hong Kong can par-
ticipate in the 1998 Games
even though it will no longer
be a British colony, an official
said Friday, reports AP, .

Hong Kong will be handed
over to China in 1997, effec-
tively disqualifying it from the
Games, which bring together
Britain and its past and pre-
senil colonies, known as the
Commonwealth. The Games
are held once in four years

e lederation. whose offi.
cials are drawn from member
countries, could give Hong
Kong ohserver stalus or accept
it as a full participating state,
saul [[ashim Ali, the executive
chatrman of Sukom Ninety
Eight Ltd, a rompany formed
by the government to organize
the 1998 Games in Malaysia.

Hashim was talking to re-
porters after accepting
Telekom Malaysia Ltd as one of
the official sponsors for the
Games, which he said will cost
150 million ringgit (dirs 58 6
million) to 170 million ringgit
(dirs 66.4 million) to organize.

Sukom has so far received
sponsorship pledges warth 43
million ringgit (dirs 16.8 mil-
lion}. he said.

He said all 67 member na-
tous are cxpecied to take part

i the voues, drawing a record
6000 partiewants.

Huistra leaves

Rangers

GLASGOW, Dec 30: Rangers
winger Pieter Huistra is leav-
ing the club to sign for Japa-
nese side Hiroshima in a
350,000-pound (525,000-dol-
lar) deal, reports AFP.

The Dutch international was
put on the Ibrox transfer list
earlier this season because of
the UEFA rule that restricts
clubs to playing three foreign-
ers in European competitions.

ironically the move comes
just as Huistra is enjoying an
outstanding spell. "Rangers
have been good to me but | am
now looking forward to this
fresh challenge.” he said.

s *

The Duchess of*York shares a private moment with her daughters, Pﬁncq&:&w Beatrice (L)
and Eugenie, as they prepare for skiing session in Klosters, Czech Republic on Dec 29. The

Duchess arrived on Dec 28 for her annual winter break with her children.

— AFP photo

Kim, Samaranch's successor?

SECHL Dee 30k
IThe mian Lipped
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E j bie International
A—— Ofvinpic Cominn
tiee s lis riative
South Korea for pushing the
national wartal art of taek
wondo nto the world arena
almost single-handed, reports
Reuter. 3
Kim Un-Yong, now OO viee
president, s credited with
what many sports ofiicials here
see as the biggest achievement
of Korean sports historv —get-
ting taekwondo accepled as a
competitive OGlviupic Games
sport.
Fhe 1OC at 11s 103rd mmeet-
ing in Paris in September
adopted the martial art as a

PHLETEr 1L

fullv-fledged event for the
2000 Syduey Games: 1 was
frst introdhiiced at the Olym
pics in Seoul in Y88 as 4

demonstration event only.

Taekwondo. a4 form ol self-
defence with similarities lo
karate and kung fu. dates back
1.500 years but has grown in
popularity over the last 20
years or so aul is now taught
in 140 countries.

Seoul sportls officials say
Kim's international status is
such that he appears assured

ol sucreeding 10C presiden!
Junn Antonio Samaranch, who
15 expected o resign in 1997
"Kim is an unusually tal-
ented sports [igure.’ savs arl
officiat at the Culture.and
Sports Ministry. "His personal
influence in the world sporting
community playved a wvital role
in the acceplance of taek-
wondo as an official Olympic
sport: We are proud of him."

Kim. who once dreamed of

becoimning a career diplomat.
savs he still hasnt decided
whether or not to bid for the
1OC presidency. "But | believe
it is about time for the end of
Lthe western world's hegemony
of the 10C.” he adds

Kim. who speaks six lan
guages, is credited> with unit-
ing some 30 divisive tlaek-
wondo factions into a national
organisation. In 1973. he set
up Lthe World Taekwondo
Federation,

"Now the taekwondo popu
lation has risen to 30 million
warldwide,” Kim says.

There have been changes.
simplilying some traditional
‘mystical” practices and intro-

ducing protective gear. "It is.

important ta maintain tradi
tion in martial aris. But as a
sport, it must be dynamic and
popular,” says Kim.

By the time Svdney comes
around. taekwpndo will be
evenr more dynanuc,” he adds,
Ciling a new scoring sysiem
rewarding technique and
lighter protection gear aiding
lexibility.

Rival Asian nations were
not ecstatic about tackwondo's
inclusion on the Olympic
roster.

South Korean sports offi-
cials say Japan and China,
making separate bids for their
own martial arts of karate and
wushu, tried their hardest 1o
block the Sowth Koreans.

And North Korea, resen{ing
the international adoption of
the South's version of the
rules. alsa tried to stifle Kim
and his supporters with the
help of the rival International
Taekwondo Federation., based
in Vienna.

South Korans, meanwhile,
are sure that Kim will take up
the top job at the 10C.

"His name itself is a good
visa,” says taekwondo master
Kim Boo-Haeng. "He has been
well accepted in the interna-
tional sports eommunity. If he
can Keep that up. we South
Koreans will be proud of our-
selves again and be able to cel-
ebrate his inauguration as I0C
president.”

SYDNEY. Diec 30: French
sailor Isabelle Aulissier may
face two more days adrift in
her stricken vessel before res
cuers can reach her, organiz-
ers of .the BOC Round the
Warld Challenge yachl race
said Friday. reports AP

A search plane Thursday lo-
ciated Autissier alive and well
otf the santh coast ol Australia.

Autissier 38, was found on
hoard her dismasted yach
Ecuretitl Poitou Charentes Il in
maountainous seas by an

Australian Air Force Hercules
aircraft 18 hours %after she set
all  distress heacans the
Adistraliag Salely

Viaritiine

=

Another 48-hrs for

Authority |AM3A]
ual-ai_Ellit'Ill.

Autissier was
tween 850 o
miles [1.400 kilometers] so-
uthwest of Hobart, the area
where her beacons were acti-
vated.

Autissier stood up and
waved 1o the Hercules, which
dropped a sea rescue kit in
cluding a radio, life raft and
provisions, but by Friday mor-
ning she had not looked inside
the RKit and is apparently
unaware il contains a radio.

‘We've (ried every method
we can Lhink of to try to get a
message 1o her. sawd an AMSA

i
¢
f

said in a

located bhe
B70 nautical

gt
e

Autissier

spokesman. who did not iden-
tify himself. "We dont know
how she's thinking, but there
15 a means of communication
there. —
"We've even tried dropping
her a note, but she didn't try
to retrieve that.”

Autissier will be kept under
surveillance by maritime air-
cralt until the Royal Australian
Navy Irigate HMAS Darwin
reaches her late on Saturday or
early Sunday.

The ship. which has a
Seahawk helicopter aboard,
lelt Perth on Thursday.

An AFP file photo dated Sept 16, 1994 of Frenchwoman [sabelle Autissier on board her boat,

Ecureuil Poitou-Charentes 2 before the start of the BOC Challenge in Charleston, South

Carolina. Autissier has

position 920 nautical miles south of Adelaide.

reportedly sent an emergency distress signal on Dec 28 from a
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KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 30 A
plan by sports officials to take
a pleasure cruise to ponder the
future of Malaysian athletics
has been shot down by au
thorities, a news report said
Thursday. reports AFP

Officials from the Malaysian
Amateur Athletic Union [(MA
All) asked the Natonal Sports
Counctl (NSC) to pay for 32 of
them to sail from northern
Penang state to Singapore and
back But the NSC expressed
shock at the request,

“We are surprised that the
officials could think of such an
outlandish idea which seems
to us like a sheer waste of
NSC director-general
Mazlan Ahmad told the New
Straits Times daily

The MAAU asked for
31.000 ringgit (12,400 dol
lars] to hold the seminar on
the Star cruise in January

They said the atmosphere
would allow "an uninhibited
exchange of views with no ex
ternal disruptions” on Malay
sian athletics. including pre
parations for hosting the Com-
monwealth Games in 1998

Money.

* the report said.

Brochures for the cruise ad-
vertise "non-stop partying and
duty-free shopping in Singa
pore.” said the report.

Some MAAU officials said
the association,had organised
similar pleasure trips in the
past, citing 1992 natonal ch-
ampionships when they said
key officials spent a day owt at
sea partying.

Seattle coach

sacked
SEATTLE. Dec 30: Tom

Flores, who won only 14 games
in three seasons at Seattle. was
lired as coach of the Seahawks
on Thursday, reports AP

The firing. confirmed Thu-
rsday by Flores. had been ex
pected ever since the 5ea-
hawks finished their second
siraight American National Fo-
oteall League season with a 6-
10 record.

Flores also said all 12 of his
assistants were told they won'l
e back next season.

The 57-vear-old Flores was
14-34 in three seasons in
Seattle, with the team finish-
ing last in’ the AFC West all
three years. His record against
AFC West Division chibs was 4-
20.

In 12 seasons as an NFL
coach, Flores had an overall
record of 105-90, including
Super Bowl victories over Phi-
ladelphia in 1981 and Wa-
shington in 1984 when he was
coach of the Raiders.  His
regular-season record was 97-
B7T.

Flores, who replaced Chuck
Knox as coach of the Seahawks
in 1992. went 2-14 in his first
season in Seattle. In 1993,
after Seattle made Rick Mirer
their No 1 draft choice. the
Seahawks improved to 6-10.

But this season. the 5ea-
hawks were hit with injuries.
including one to Mirer, and
had to endure a late-season
tragedy that "left defensive
tackle Mike Frier paralyzed
after a car crash.

Ken Behring. the Seahawks'
principal owner since August
1988. made Flores thf: team's
president and general manager
in February 1989 after Mike
McCormack's contract was not
renewed,

Flores became coach of the
Seahawks after the 91 season
when Behring and Knox parted
ways.  Knox coached the Sea-
hawks for nine seasons, taking
them to the playofls the only
four times they have made it.
The Seahawks have not won a
plavolf game since 1984,

ACROSS

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

= FERTH. Dec 30
' Tennis makes an-
viher foray into

Lhie * electronie
Age as the Hop

inan Cup starting
on Saturday with organisers
banking on a trio of Wimbledon
Cchampions to assure the ev-
enl s future reports Reuter

Boris Becker, Pat Cash and
Conchita Martinez have all
been persuaded (o represent
their respective countries in
the annual mixed team compe-
titon. still the only tourna-
ment in the world to rely on
computerised line calling

But the withdrawal of a ma-
for commercial television
sponsor cast a shadow over the
six-year old brainchild of new
Australian Open tournament
director Paul McNamee, who
admitted todayv it had been "a
lough vear,

Rughby League and Australian
Riules Football have granted
franchises to two more Perth
based sides from 1995, sprea-
ding the sponsorship dollar
even thinner in a city that also
has significant cricket. baseball
and basketball support.

McNamee and former
Australian Davis Cup captain
Neale Fraser insist, however,
the Hopman Cup format repre-
serits more than just a refresh
ing break from the familiar
tournament treadmill for the
world's top male and female
players

“"For the future of tenns,
its necessary for these tour

i naments to survive." argued

Fraser

“We have all these one mil-
lion dollar tournaments and
no-one knows the winner of
them the following week. Th
ey may not always say it. bul
team eventis are what the play:

ers look forward to.

Australia's climate at this

time of year may alsa have
something o do with It bt
three of the world's top six
women plavers — Martinez.
Jana Novotna and Lindsay Da-
venport will be present in-
side the Bursood Dome over
the next week

The Czech Republic. again
represenied by the formidabie
pairing of Novotna and Petr

Korda, are favourites (o retain
the title they won last year,
just ahead of the German com-
bination of Becker

Hubxe:

ark] Anke

BORIS BECKER

Becker. whose form in the
later months of 1994 has put
him firmly in contention for a
second Australian Open title in
January. partnered Steffi Graf
in his only previous appear-
ance three years ago

They reached the semifinals
before illness to Graff cut
short any ambitions of lifting
the impressive trophy

The progress of 1987 Wim
bledon champion Cash will also
be watched with interest as he
begins the latest in a succe-
ssfon of comebacks from in

Jury.

Hopman Cup to see a new Becker

Now 29, he has been play-
ing m the Challenger Circuit
in Europe after undergoing
back surgery earlier in the year
and now has a totally remod-
elled serve.

But he is adamant he is fit
enough to ¢limb back up the.
rankings and has promised re-
porters they “will ran put of
ink” before his tennis obituary
is finally penned.

Creat Goran lvanisevic was
due to have competed, before
news reached organisers of his
ecight week suspension for ac-
cumutlated fines on the ATP
Tour,

Spain. in the shape of
Martinez and Alberto Costa,
were belatedly drafted in as
third seeds. although Tvani-
sevic has still travelled to Per-
th and is scheduled to play an
exhibition against Briton Mark
Petchey in aid of the city's
homneless.

The developers of the élec-
trondc line system. deemed a
suCCess a year ago despite pro-
blems when Frenchman Cedric
Pioline's old style racket con-
fused the machine. are also
hoping for some encoura-
gernent.

I'm surprised we're the
second tournament to ube it,
as well as the first.” admitted
McNamee, “We've no hesita-
tion in using it again, but I'm -
sure they'll be hoping for more
penetration on the world tour
in the coming year.”

First round matches (prefix
number denotes seeding):

Dec 31 — 8 Austria v
Argentina

Jan | — 7 South Africa v
Austiraha

Jan 2 — 5 Ukraine v

Sweden, 6 France v Nether-
lands (respective winnets (o
play 2 Germany, | Czech Re-
public, 4 United States and 3
Spain in gquarierfinals).

PARIS, Dec 30; A
French adventu-
rer trving 1o sw

11N across the Al

lantic has over-
COITIe SeVere sea-
sickness nearly two weeks into
his journey organizers said
Thursday, but il seemed to-
ugher to gain respect at home.

Guy Delage, accompanied by
a raft of supplies, says he's do-
ing very well, he has no more
seasickness and the weather's
good, said Maltlteo Mazzeri, a
member ol the Paris support
tearn.

"But he said the monotony
was starting to set in.’ Mazzeri
said in a telephone interview,

As of Wednesday night,
when Mazzeri was last in eon-
tact via satellite, Delage was
870 kms (520 miles) south-
west of Cap Verde. where he
left Dec 16.

Wearing a weisuit, mask
and specially designed over-
sized flippers. Delage. 42, said
he expected to take up to
three months, swimming, 10
hours a day, to the West Indies.

Delage swims holding onto
an 80-centimetre [31-inch)
float which contains. a survival
mini-raft. a desalinization de-
vice, a distress beacon, a com-
pass and a special underwater
rifle to ward off sharks. Delage
also can repel sharks and
highly poisonous jellyfish with
a system that sends out elec-
tric shocks.

Although France has a tradi-
tion of endurance-testing solo
adventures, many of his coun-
trymen are not impressed.

"No. Delage Is Not Swim-
ming,” read a large headline in
the top French sports daily
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I'Equipe. "At best, to be nice Lo
our hero... he undergoes each
day a few hours of a refreshing
— albeil dangerous — swihin
while his platform wanders in
the Atlantic,” the paper said.

L'Equipe called it "a human
adventure like others... bul
don't call it swimming and
quoted leading swimmers and
sailors who agreed, calling it
‘an insult to intelligence” and
"nearly ridiculous.”

The day Delage began his
journey, the newspaper Le
Monde said Delage's undertak-
ing "will put him in that book
of Tecords, in between the
world accordion champion and
the Pcrﬁnn who can eat the

Canada rout US

RED DEER. Alberta, Dec 30:
Canada remained undefeated
and unchallenged in the World
Junior Championships Thurs-
day night., routing the United
States 8-3 for a 24-5 margin in
their first three games. re-
ports AP.

Jeff Friesen had two goals
and Marty Murray, Todd Har-
vey, Denis Pederson., Wade
Redden. Eric Daze and Jeff
O'Neill also scored for Canada.

which remained tied with

Sweden for first place in- the -

round rcbin portion of the
eight-team tournament. Ottawa
Senators center Alexandre
Daigle had four assists.

Landon Wilson, Jamie Lan-
genbrunner and Shawn Bates
scored for the United States,
who have lost two straight
after opening with a victory
over Russia.

Anything but swimming

most snails,

"There's no argument. We
never said it was a sports
event. bul a scievinie en-

deaver,” Mazzeri said.

"l want to know the sensa-
tion of absolute solitude being
2.000 kilometers (1,200
miles) from the nearest coast.”
Delage told the newspaper
InfoMatin before he set out.
"Better to die in the jaws of a
shark than in bed." -

He had a scare last week. "]
saw three cylindrical bodies
four meters (12 -feet) long ap-
proaching. |1 thought they were
sharks, but they were only
dolphins,” Delage told Fran-
celnfo radio last Thursday.

Delage left the shore of the
island Sao Vincente. off the
western coast of Africa, at 1:30
pm (1430 GMT) oen Dec 16. He
plans to rest 10 minutes every
two hours, and a half-day each
week as he covers the 3,900-
kilometer (2,440-mile) route.
He sleeps under a tent aboard
the 4.5-metre (15-foot) raft,
which has its own guidance
and propulsion system.

Delage has been preparing
the attempt for more than two
years, working with some 200
scientists, doctors, techni-
cians, sports trainers and
communications specialists.

A pilot by training, Delage
has already crossed ‘' the
Atlantic by ultralight aircraft.
In 1991, he flew solo from
Cape Verdes to Brazil. That
trip. however, only took him
26 hours.

In 1991, France's Gerard
d'Aboville completed a 10,130-
kilometer (6,300-mile} trip
across the Pacific Ocean in a
rowhoat.
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CRYPTOQUIP

S XFCLKH.
Yesterday’'s Cryptoq

DI1E PL E G EFWMKL'N
SWHCXTWE A WN S XN
A X G K W H C K X PSD
T

uip: | GUESS IT'S APT THAT

THE GRAMMARIAN IS FOND OF PERIOD FURNI-

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: A equals W

TURE.

The C

ryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

words and words using an apost

rophe give you clues to

locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.



