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JCCI office
bearers

JAMALPUR, Dec 30: Jamal-
pur Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (JCCI) has elected a
14-member executive commi-
ttee on Sunday, says UNB.

Mizanur Rahman and Sayed
Mahbubul Gani were elected
president and senior vice
president while Ataur Rahman
Mukta, and Anwarul Haq came
out as junior vice-president.

Other officer bearers are:
Laviu Answar, Jabed Ali, Raja
Mia, Rezaul Karim, Abu Sayved
Lablu, Ashraf Ahmed, Ram-

chandra Khan Ramu, Siddique |

Ahmed, Helal Uddin and
Hossain Kabir Shahin.

Election was held at JCCI
auditorium with ¢he chairman-
ship of Rezaul Karim.

Contraband
se1zed in
Brahmanbaria

BRAHMANBARIA, Dec 30:
Police recovered a huge num-
ber of phensidyl and liquor
bottles valued about Tk 1.07
.lakh from Shahpur village un-
der Kasba Police station on last
Tuesday (December 20).

Tipped gff, police raided
the village and recovered 143
bottles of phensidyl and 215
bottles of
bands. .

- A case has been filed with
Kasba police station in this
connection.

Diarrhoea claims
four lives In
Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 30:
Diarrhoea claimed four lives
and attacked 30 people in
Tarash thana during the last
12 hours till 1 pm Friday, re-
ports UNB. ' :

The dead were identified as
Abdul Hamid (8) and his sister
Hamida (6) of Malshin village
Khaiban (2) of Talamaporpara
village and Mantu (2) of
Shibpara village.

A medical team was work-

ing in the affected areas to
combat the water born disease.

Doctors attributed the out-
break of the disease to con-

sumption of adulterated lood

and ;Tucity of drinking water.

Dispute over
land leaves
2 killed

JHENIDAH, Dec 30: Two

- Wednesday.

The other victim Lutfar
Rahman (32) of Basantapur
village of the thana was stabbed

ermment has sanctioned an
amount of Tk 4.447 crore for
five development projects
taken up in Monpura thana in
the current fiscal-year. says
UNB.

Projects inciuded repair of

cross-dam and construction ol
bridges. The project-work was
ot

1 be com-
pleted by June next

wine of different .
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Demand for construction of

FARIDPUR, Dec 30: The
network
munications are one of the
pre-condition for all round de-
velopment of a country and to
make Lhis network of roads
successful bridges get top
most priority due to their
linking services.

The construction of a
bridge over the river Padma
locally called "Padma shetu” is
not a far cry rather it is a real-
ity in this age of science and
the speakers
mentioned this in a meeting
held "here recéntly at
pourashava auditorium under
the auspices of the district
limit of the Padma shetu im-
plementation
Faridpur.

A series of public meetings
under the auspices of respec-
tive district unit of the com-
mitiee have already been held
at different district headquar-
ters of South and south-west-
errt zone of the country'with
the spontaneous co-operation
of the member of the public.
Moreover, road blockade,
strike ‘and hartals have been

observed in the zone to press

home the demand for con-
struction of Padma shetu - All
these meeting have proved
that the demand of Padma
shety is the demand of three
crore people of the zone.
However. truly speaking the

Padma. shetu will directly link- ...

the south, south-western zone
of the country comprising

of roads and com- .

committee,
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greater districts of Faridpur,
Jessore, Khulna, Barisal and
Kushtia with the capital city.

The Padma shetu . if com-
pleted will save time by at least
one hour and ferry service on
the Padma will not be needed.

As a result; a huge amount
of public and private money
will be saved.

Traffic jam is an acute
problem at Aricha and
Daulatdia ghats on Dhaka-
Khulna  highway. Sgmetimes
hundreds of trucks loaded
with katcha commodities like
fruits, . vegetables etc
stranded at the above men-
tioned ghats for days together
owning to insufficient ferry
services causing damages to
the = crommeoditiés: Moreover,
some transports carrying pa-
tients in critical condition on
their way to the capital city for

emergency treatment’ are also
stranded for several hours re-
sulting in sometimes the pa-
tients death. It is only the
construction ¢f Padma shetu
that can bring the - solutien to
this traffic jam.

Gas is one of the natural gift
in Bangladesh. The people’ of
this south and south-western
zone can have access to gas
connection only through the
"Padma shetu.” The extension
of the gas connection to this
zone will undoubtedly help to

dev& p mills, factories and
= L= Tl e w e
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Besides gas will be used in
the brick-field, in lieu of fuel

are

 abridge over river Padma

wood coming from trees. Thus
gas extension aeross the zone
will stop felling of trees resuit-
ing in the maintenance of
ecological balance of the re-
gion. Rail communication
which' is the best means of
communication may be intro-
duced between the capital city
and the zone through this
multipurpose Padma shetu. It
will develop transport facili-
ties, free the passengers and
travellers from the sufferings
caused by frequent transport
strikes. :

This rail service will make
many of the service holders
able to attend their offices in
the capital city regularly
residing avross the river
Padma. This will undoubtedly’
reduce the housing problem in
the capital. Agricultural
products and consumers'
goods will get free entrance
into different markets to and
from the capital through' the
rail  service.

The movement of ex-
portable and importable goods
wortl? crores of taka through
Benapol, the only land port of
fhe country will be smooth if
Padma shetu is constructed
leaving a great impact on the
natipnal economy.

In conclusion it may be said
that the Padma shetu or Padma
bridge will bring the South
South-western zone and the

«s@@pital cily inte closer contact

econo

ally. socially and cul-
turally. - '
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A.GIIH-YAHHITY. Mymensingh: Vice-Chancellor Professor Dr Shah M Farouk
| eertificates among the participants on the concluding day of a higher training course on

distrnbuting

administration, office management and communication organised by the Graduate Training
Institute of the Bangladesh Agricultural University.
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"Teachers can play vital
role in education sector’

HOMNA (Comilla), Dec 30:
Shipping Minister M K Anwar
Thursday said spread of educa-
tion  and qualitative develop-
ment of education is impera-
tive to tdrm the vast masses
into human resources, reports
BSS. .
Addressing a teachers con-
ference here organised by local
political and social leaders.
Anwar sald the teacher com-
munity has the most signifi-
cant role w play in this re-

gard.

The conference discussed
the problems hindering spread
and development of education.
The conference, held for the
fourth time at Homna was al
tended by about nine hundred
teachers of all the 172 educa
tional institutionis of |6 unions

of Homma and Daudkandi
thanas
Fresided over by Dhaka

University teachers and inde-
pendence day medalist Prole-
ssor Aminul islam the conie
rence was addressed. among
others. by one of the chief pat
ron of the conference Sirajul
Islam, primary and high scho
ol and college teachers Abdul

Gaffar, Syed Al Akbar, Fatema
Akhtar Khanam, Monirul Islam
and Khursiduzzman.

The minister said, perma
nent sustainable developmnent
in education sector cannot be
achieved ignoring the interest
of teacher community. He said.
realising this the present gov-
ernmenti has increased the pay
ol private school teachers to
BO per cent frofn the govern-
ment- grant and provided time
scale and medical allowance
to them.

Anwar said, primary educa
tiori has been made compul
sory. Food for education, iree
tuition education, and stipend
for girls have been launched
arrd massive mfrastryctural de-
velopmernt programme 18 being
implemented in education sec
tor Thirty new primary
schools have been set up and
Taka over six crore has been
spent during the tenure of
presenl governiment at Homna

The minister made a pas
sionate call o the tgachers to
render their services witl

missionary zeal (o make our
posierity as worthy citigens of
the country

—

4 arrested for
being involved
In prostitution

SATKHIRA Dec 30: Police
nabbe] lour people including
two women for their allegéd
involvement in prostitution al
a hotel here on Friday night
reports LINB

The arrested were identi
fied As Hasina, 20, Amena, 22
Sultan Ahmed, 30 and Mozaffa
g

Later on, they were senl 10
the- distriet jail and a case was
filedl with the Satkhira police.

Auto-rickshaw
spare parts
se1zed

BEAHMANBARIA. [ec 30
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) here
seized spare parts of Indian
aulo-rickshaw warth: Tk one
lakh from a country boat, savs
IINB

On receiving secret infor-
mation, a BDR patrol party
raided some hoats on

December 22 !‘Thnl'-u‘l.'-_{ju'! and
recovered Lthe contraband

item from o boal plying across
the river Titas
Later on, the setzed goods

wee deposited (0 the Akhaura
Custon godown

tlons have been

F“

~Student politics
to resume 1n
[slamic University

KUSHTIA, Dec 30: Student
politics wil resume in the
Islamic University campls
Irom January 1 next year, re-
ports UNB. _

The decision was taken af
an emergency meeting of the
Syndicate with the Vice
Chancellor of the university in
the chair on Sunday.

However, some pre-condi-
imposed,
which include, meetings of the

. student bodies should be held

before 11-30 am, provocative
slogans are prohibited and no
procession can be brought out
in the campus without prior
permission of the Proctor.
Student politics was banned
on the campus since October
19, 1993 to curb campus vio-
lence, varsity sources said.

Diarrhoea

. 9

claims two

[ ] ' -

in B'baria
BRAHAMBARIA, Dec- 30:
Diarrhoea claimed two lives
and attacked about a hundred
people in -three unigns of

Bancharampur thana in the
district in the last fortnight,

+ reports LUUNB.

According to doctors con-
sumption of adulterated food
and taking of impure water are
the main reasons behind the
outbreak of the disease. ;

With the passing of days,
the disease is spreading fast in
Sonarampur, Durgapur,
Bancharampur. Ayubpur, Dash
Ani and Chai Ani villages.

Three medical teams have
been working in the affected
areas, official sources said.

Another . report adds:
Scarcity of fish has been per-
sisting throughout the district
for the last two months.

According to a report, the
pisciculture in the district has
largely been affected by mas-
sive siltation in river Titas as
well as beels, haors and canals.
The unplanned and indiscrim-
inate, use of chemical ferteliz-
ers and insecticides in crop

fields further aggravated the

problem. .

Meanwhile. the existence ul
hundreds of professional fish-
ermen are at a stake for not
only scarcity of fish but also
shortage of fishing materials
and increase in their prices.

Many of them left their pro-
fession while some others mi-
grated to elsewhere for their
survival.

Massive plan to
cultivate mustard
in Jhenidah

JHENIDAH. Dec 30: The
district Agriculture Extension
Department has taken up a
programme to cultivate mus-
tard in six thanas of the dis-
trict in the current rabi sea-
son, official sources here said,
reports UNB.

About 8,000 hettares of
land with a production target
of 5.635 metric tons have been
brought under the programme
officials of the Agriculture
Extension Department said.
Last year's preduction of mus-
tard was 5.070 metric tons.

Thana-wise breakup of the
cultivated land (in hectares):
Sadar-2.550, Shailakupa-
1.400. Harinakunda-725
Raliganj-900, Keotchandpur-
375 and Moheshpug-1750.

Meanwhile, necessary mea-
stires have beerl taken to sup-
My seeds. pesticides. loans
and other agricultural inputs to
Lhe fariners

Boats collide

head on, one
killed

BRAHMANBARIA, Dec 30: A
young man was killed and
three people were injured
when two mechanised beats
collided at Ulchapara ferry
ghat in Sadar thana on Satur-
day. reports UNB.

Witnesses sald Jakir
Hossain (25) was critically in-
jured as the boats collided at
the ghat. He was rushed to
Sadar Hospital and succumbed
to his mjuries soon after ad-
mission.

A case was filed with
Brahmanbaria police.
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Cotton farming becoming
popular in Jessore region

JHENIDAH, Dec 30: About
74 thousand 6 hundred B85
acres of lJand was brought un-
der cotton cultivation scheme
out of targeted 78 thousand 8
huridred 40 acres in 62 cotton
units of 27 thanas of four cet-
ton cultivation zones of Jessore
region this season.

The Cotton Development
Board (CDB) sources said that
Jessore region consists of
Jhenidah. Kushtia, Chuadanga
and Jessore districts. Where
there are several units. In
Jessore district there are 19
cotton development units un-
der 11 thanas., in Jhenidah
district 15 cotton units under
six thanas, in Kushtia district
11 cotton units under 5 thanas
and 17 uniis under five thanas
in Chuadanga district.

Talking to an expert of
Agriculture Extension
Department and a high official

of Cotton Development Board .

~ From Our Correspondent
they saild cottonn cultivation is
becoming very popular in the
region. It is more profitable
specially lor the cultivators.
The squrces also said that
four cotton seeds oil and cake
producing industrial units
were eslablished in these dis-
tricts. In Chuadanga and Kus-
htia zones, CB-3 (Deltapine-
50) and in, Jhenidah and
Jessore zones CB-1 (Deltapine-
90] varieties of cotioms are
produced. From CB-1 varieties
38 per cent to 40 of fibre
cotton is produced. From CB-3
varieties 33 to 37 per cent
cotton fibre is produced. The
quality of these two varjeties is
very good. the traders say.
" Medium level land means
neither low nor high land are
suitable for cotton cultivation.
More intensive measures
might be taken to cultivate
cotton, the Cotton Developm-
ent Board authorily added.

The source also sald that in
last season the farmers pro
duced 20 to 25 maunds of cot-
ton seeds per acres of land
They sold their cotton seeds at
the rate of Taka 11 hundred
per maund which earned Taka
22 thousand to 25 thousand
front an acre of jand.

Manirul Islam a cotton cul
tivator of village Khalispur in
Mohespur thana of the district
said at4east |5 maunds of cot
lon seeds are produced from
an acre of land which brings 3t
least. Taka 16 thousand 500 [
he cultivates older crops like
paddy. wheat, sugarcane etc he
would earn maximum of Taka
B thousand to 9 thousand per
acre of land _

The expert of Agricultural
Extension Department ex
pressed if the motivation of
colton cultivation is extended
among the farmers, it may
meetl the national demand
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‘Seven killed in separate

incidents in Jhenidah

JHENIDAH. Dec 30 : Seven
personis were Killed within 4
days in separate incidents in
Jhenidah recently.

According to reporis. on
December 19, Shameem Akter
Rantu and Nazmul [slam 29.
were travelling on a motor
bike no. Dhaka Uma 9583. A
truck no. Jessore Ta-1134
from behind dashed them near
Camppara. They were rushed
to hospital and succumbed to
their injuries. The helper ol
the truck was driving the vehi-
cle. local people alleged. A
case was filed with Mohespur
thana in this connection. po-
lice could not arrest anybody.

According to another re-
port. Tipu Sultan, a boy ol

about 9 vears of age was burnt |

to death in a paddy beiling
chatal at village Ghugri in
Mohespur thana on the same
clay.

Report says. the ill-fated
hov died when he came to en
jov lire for protecting himself
Ironm cold

Another report says, Belyat
Hossain alias Salok, 32, was
chopped to death at village
Naopara in Sailkupa thana in
the night of December 21.

Polce said that Salok was
returning home from a local
hat. At about 7.30 pm when he
reached near Hariana Pash-
chimpara. a group of people
numbering 10 (o 12 attacked
him with ramda. chapati and
hit him on his head. He was
rushed to Jhenidah sadar
hospital in critical condition
and succumbed to his injuries.

A case was lodged with
Sailkupa thana but no arrest
was made so far. Previous en-
mity might be the reason be-
hind the killing., police said.

On previous day Lutfar

l Rahman. 30. of village Basan-

From Qur Correspondent

tapur in Sailkupa thana ol the
district was killed following a
land dispute. Local people said
a dispute was prevailing among
the deceased and his uncle for
last few years. Om the day of
occurrence. both the groups
faced each other with lethal
weapons. Lutfar received seri
ous injuries and succumbed to
his injuries. A case was filed
with Sailkupa thana in this
connection. But police could
not arrest anvbody so far.

A helper of 'a truck was
killed whens he fell down in
the river Kumar on Jhenidah-
Kushtia highway next day.
Report says. Mozammel Haque,
25, the helper of the a truck
fell down after breaking the

roadside Barricade of Bardat
bridge near Garagonj stand and
Killed on the spot.

A case was lodged with
Sailkupa thana in this connes
tion, Another repor! says

Ehsanul Hague ol village

« (shoramara in Jhenidah thana

was crushed to death nea
CGoalpara bazar under wheels o
a speeding bus of 1ika

Panbahan on December 16
Report says, the victim was
walking by the roadside il

the bus. go. Jessore Ta | |
crushed him to death on the
spot.

A case was tiled with
Jhenidah thana Police sezed
the killer ruck while the

driver managed to flee

It’s too much for them

From Our Correspondent,
KURIGRAM Dec  30:  apprehended
Excessive fees, mwore than the AN examinee s reduired fa
fixed one. are being realised pav a total of Taka 3500 and

from the examinees ol the
Secondary School Certificate
Examination under Rajshahi
Board. it is alleged.

it may be mentioned here
that by violating the board
nrder the different school au-
thorities like River View High
School, Kurigram Girls High
School, Khaligonj High School,
Belgacha High School. Kanth-
albari High School. Chilmart
High Schocl. Rowamari High
School, Rajibpur High School,
Ulipur High School, Rajarhat

High School, Fulbari High
Sehool. Nageswarti High
School, Bhitarbandh High

Schoal, Bhurngamanri High
School etc under Rajshahi
Board are realising excessive
fees [rom students. As a resulf.
the examinees will not be able

| to sit for the examination. it is

Faka 380 tor Arts and Seier
Group respectively lor appea

ing in the examination But the
school authotfities are reabis
ing Taka 1. 100 and Taka
1.200 from each student. it s
alleged

The guardiatis ol S5

Examinees  are beimng eoip
pelied to sell thelr properiy e
pay examination lees

e to financial crisis )
least 30 per cent stoilents

couald not pay tees

While contacted Lhe
guairdians told this correspwa
flenit that education g
dayvs has become a comiiereial

FIERAN

business. The guardians {0

ther said that most ol 1he
teachers of schools and eol

leges do not carry out thetr du
ties property and sincerely
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JAHANGIRNAGAR UNIVERSITY. The Vice-Chancellor of the University Professor Aminul Islam t howdhury
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speaking as chief guest at the reception function of the freshers of Mathematic and Physies Departments of the University
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