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NEWS BRIEFS

PM visits Golam
Sarwar’s residence

KHULNA, Dee 30 : Prime

of acting
president of Khulna District
BNF, Golam Sarwar Jamaddar
here, who died on Wednesday.
The Prime Minister spent
some time with the members
of the bereaved family. reports
BSS,

BNP nominates for
Sherpur by-polls
The Bangladesh Natiohal

Party [BNP] last night nomi-

nated Mahmudul Huq as its

candidate for contesting the
by-election to the Sherpur-3

sedl of the Jativa Sangsad,
party sources said, reports
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Countrytoberunas

per Constitution:

KHULNA, Dec 30 : Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
said here today that the coun-
iry was being run as per the
Constitution and the laws of
the land and assérted that it
would continue in this man-
ner, reports BSS. |

Addressing a massive gath-
ering at the Rupsha ferry-ghat
here after laying the founda-
tion stone of the proposed
Rupsha Bridge, she refuted the
Opposition's contention that
Parllament no longer has any
legal basis following the sub-
mission of their letters of res-
ignation to the Speaker.

The Prime Minister said
Parlfament is still fully legal

| with elected representatives

lhcre

Expressing her firm resolve

to abide by the Constitution

and the laws of the land in
running the country, she said
there was no scope to run the
country by bypassing the
Constitution and the laws.
Pledging to respect the
people's verdict and the re-
sponsibilities entrusted on the
BNP government by them, the
Prime Minister said measures
would be taken against those
who would hamper public life,

destroy the democratic pro-

cess and obstruct the welfare-
oriented development pro-
grammes of the democratic
government,

The Pfime Minister said
that as per the Constitution an
elected government is to rum

the country for a particular pe-
riod and complete its term as
per the people's verdict.

After the completion of its
term, she said, the people
again evaluate the party's
achievements and failures and
give fresh verdict in elections
on the basis uf the party's
record.

Describing the Opposition's
attempt to remove the elected
BNFP government before the
completion of its term as "not
the right thing", the Prime
Minister said that a particular
party had joined hands with
the autocrats and 'razakars'
(collaborators) to remove an
elected government.

It.is contradicto

See Page 12
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Prime Hllmster Begum l{haleda Z:a laid the fnundatmn nf t.ha Rupsha Hndge at labanchara

in Khulna yesterday.

Khaleda lays
Rupsha Bridge

KHULNA. Dec 30 : Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today l?ld the foundation stone
of the Rupsha Bridge at
Labonchora, about four kilome-
tres from the city, reports
UNB.

Laying thé foundation of the
long-cherished bridge, Begum
Zia said the BNP government
is pledge-bound to transform
into reality the people's hopes
and aspirations and is devoted
to the wellare of the com-
mofuman.

She stressed the need for
political and social stability in
the country and sought coop-
eration from all for the realisa-
tion of the people’'s dream.

The 1128B-metre long and
14 .50 -metres wide six-span

bridge with provision for four

lanes will be constructed at an
estimated cost of Tk 432
crore.

The government will pro-
vide Tk B7 crore and the rest
is expected to be provided by
donor countries and agencies

The bridge over the Rupsha
was one of the election com
mitments of BNP chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia to the peo-
ple of Khulna The BNP gov-
ermment has constructed 223
bridges of different sizes in the
last three and a half vears.

The need for a bridge over
the river Rupsha has been
keenly felt for about three
decades due to the ever-in-
creasing number of people
crossing the river daily and
also due to the urgent need of
linking the Mongla port with
its hinterland of Khulna,
Barisal and i divisions
and the greater Faridpur dis-
trict of Dhaka division.

The also envisages
the construction of two ap
proach roads linking the
bridge. to the Khuilna-Jessore
road and the Khulna-Mongla
road at fis two ends. The navi-
gational clearance of the
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Rao may reshuffle his

cabinet tomorrow

NEW DELH]. Dec 30: Indian
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao plans to carry out a long-
awaited cabinet reshuffle on
New Year's Day. the Times of
India newspaper reported to-
day, says AFP.

Rao, 73, may also simulta-
neotsly reorganise his ailing
Congress (I) Party. the daily
said. in an apparent bid to fend
off a challenge from his main
rival Arjun Singh who quit the
cabinet one week ago.

:The Times quoted “sources
close to Rao” as saying the
Prime Minister would seek the
resignation of all his ministers
Saturday and "go ahead with
the long awaited” shakeup of
his three-tier cabinet the next

dav.
The newspaper sald
/ President Shankar Dayal

Sharma had decided to cancel
A visit to the southern state of
Tamil Nadu on Sunday so he
could be present in New Delhi
lo preside over the swearing in
of the new cabinet.

The Times said Rao may
create a new ministry of hu-
man rights

Coengress sources declined
comment ‘'on the Times report.
but said a reshullle had be-

come imperative following the
resignations of five ministers
this month on top of five other
resignations since Rao took of-
fice in June 1991.

Rao axed three ministers
linked to corruption scandals
on December 22. after the
highly-respetted civil supplies
Minister A K Anthony quit the
cabinet in a huff after being
blamed by a colleague for a
sugar scandal.

Arjun Singh. Rao's main ri-
val in the ruling party and the
de facte mnumber two in the
government. shocked the
Congress by resigning from the
cabinet on December 24 after
blaming the premier for the
crisis within the party.

Arjun Singh's dramatic res-
ignation was seen as a chal-

¢ lenge to the leadership of Rao.

who has been under a cloud
since leading the Congress to a
humiliating election defeat in
two key States this month.

On Thursday., Rao finally
struck back at Arjun Singh.
leaving him out of a 26-mem-
ber Congress committee

formed lo oversee its cam-
paign in five states that go to
tht polls in Fehruary
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Awan; Levague rthShHEh Hasina, a life member of the
Bangla Academy, is listening to Director General Harun ur-
Rashid at the apnnual general meeting of the academy in the

city vesterday.

— Star photo
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 Still room for
solution: Speaker

KHULNA, Dec 30: Speaker
of the Jatiya Sangsad Shaikh
Razzak Ali said here today that
the problem created out of the
submission of the resignation
letters by the Opposition MPs
1o him could still be resolved
through talks, reports BSS.

Addressing a meeting at the
Rupsha ferry-ghat, organised
on the occasion of the founda-

tion-laying of the proposed,

Rupsha bridge here, the
Speaker said it was right that
the Opposition Parliament
members had submitted their
resignations to him. But those
letters, he said, were now un-
der his scrutiny as per the
Constitution and the Parlia-
ment rules of procedures.
"THere is still time," the
Speaker said, adding: "If you
(Opposition MPs) want to give
democracy an institutional sha-
pe. I believe it is still possible
the problem can be solved
through discussions by all.”

Sk Razzak Ali
hospitalised

By Staff Correspondent

Speaker of the Jatiya San-
gsad Shaikh Razzak All was
admitted to the Suhrawardy
cardiovascular disease hospital
with a mild chest pain, family
members and hospital sources
said last night.

 "It's nothing serious. He is
out of danger.” an attending
doctor told The Daily Star.

The Speaker was taken
straight to the hospital at 7:45
pm on his return from Khulna
where he addressed a public
rally organised on the occasion,
of the foundation-laying cere-
mony of the Rupsha Bridge.
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia was the chief guest at the
function.

One of Razzak Ali's family
member said that he may leave
hospital today. .

See Page 12 Col 8

BNP leaders
- misleading

people: Zillur
Awami League General Sec-
retary Zillur Rahman yesterday
said the statements of the
Prime Minister, the Speaker
and the BNP Secretary General

after the Opposition MPs' re-
signation were designed to

mislead the people, reports
UNB.
In a statement, he de-

scribed Salam Talukdar's re-
ported statement that the Spe-
aker would take a decision on
the acceptance ol the resig-
nation letters as unwarranted.
Such statement reflects igno-
rance of the constitutional
provision. he said.

He said the ruling party is
now d in a conspiracy o
biuff and confuse the people In
the wake of growing agitation.
They have resorted to political
dishonesty to divert the peo-
ple’'s current agitation and
Salam Talukdar's statement is
a new addition te that. Eillur
said.

Quoting Article 67 (2) of
the Constitution, the AL leader
said parliamentary seats fell
vacant as soon as the Oppo-
sition MPs submitted their
resignation letters to the Spe-
aker. He questioned the know-

See Page 12 Col |

4 killed in city

road mishaps

By DMCH Correspondent

At least four people includ-
ing a minor girl were killed in
road accidents In the city's
Demra and Sonargaon Lmi:

Road areas yesterday.

Two persons aged between
30 and 40 and a minor girl,
about eight ypars old, died on
Lhe spot when an autorickshaw
and a truck collided at Sona-
para, Demra. around lﬂﬂﬂ in

the morning.

None of the three victims
could be identified immedi-

ately,

GROZNY (Russia). Dec 30:
Chechen and Russian troops
clashed outside the rebel capi
tal Grozny today and officials in
the region said an oil refinery
fire in the city threatened an
environmental catastrophe

throughout the Cauncasus, re
ports Reuter

.Chechen leader Dzhokhar
Dudayev offered a new year
ceasefire frem 2000 (1700
OMT) an . but made it
conditional on Russian troops
slarting to pull out at the same
time, Postfactum news agency
sadcl.

There was no inmediate

Russian response to the offer.

Russian Foreign Minister
Andrel Kozyrev sald the crisis
in the breakaway region ol
Chechnya was a tragedy bul
she insisted that force was the
only way to solve the problem.

"Of eourse it is a tragedy,
and | think that faced with a
similar tragedy any other
democratic state would have
behaved in the same way,” he
told reporters. “We are in a si-
tuation where there I8 no
other choice.

Russia's governmen infor-
matipn centre said two sol-
diers were killed when

Chechen forces tried to break
Russias’ grip on the rebel capi-
tal in fighting during the night.

A Chechen foreign ministry
official, quoted by Interfax
news y, said the fire at
the refinery could spread to a
nearby ammonia storage facil
ity., causing environmental

A Reuter reporter In
Sleptsovsk. about 60 km (40
miles) from Grozny, said a col-
umn of black smoke billowed
up from the direction of
Grozny on Thursday nighl. A
cloud of smoke was still visible
in the early aflternoon on

' Chechens offer New Year ceasefire |

ACMchmrtpmiﬂuidm
Thursday that the refinery was
hit during a Russian aitack
earlier in the day. Russia de-
nies its ajreraft hit the refin-

Y Russian officials said on
Thursday they would pursue

“We will continue our push
deep into the city fo seize
weapons and liquidate armed
formationyg i they do not give
up their arms and capitulate
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BNP won't accept
adwsory council

By Asiuzzaman

Ruling party lfad_ers said
yesterday that the last portion
of their proposal was nego-
tiable. but they would not ac-
cept any proposal for forming a
10-member advisdry council
under the President during
the next general elections.

"The second part regarding
hartals and sieges Is nego-
tiable. We can drop it if the
opposition parties drop their

demand for an interim cabi- .
 net.”

BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukdar told The
Daily Star,

He said a mechanism can
still be devised if the opposi-
tion parties agree and change
their mind for the, greater in-
terest ol the country.

Another ruling party leader
said that fresh correspondence

has been established among
the mid-level leaders of the
lwo sides but such contacts are
still in the very early stages.

Salam Talukdar said that he
had heard about such a 'move’
but he had no details of the
datest situation.

He alleged that the Oppo
sition MPs submitted their

" resignation even after the BNP

fulfilled their basic demand —
that a party government would
not be in power during the
elections.

The ruling party proposal
was that the Prime Minister
and her cabinet shall not be in
power 30 days before the
elections at the end of the five-
year term. provided the MPs of
the opposition political parties

See Page 12 Col 4

Ctg-Dubai Biman
flights likely
SOON '

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Dec 30 :
Biman Bangladesh Aidrlines is
expected t6 begin direct -
ghts between Chittagong and
the Middle-Eastern countries
from the first week of Feb-
ruary, 1995

Biman sources said a plan to
press DC-10 aircraft into ser-
vice in this new route was
taken up following a study by a
Civil Aviation team about two
weeks ago.

Initially. twice-a-week fi-
ghts between Chittagong and
Dubai will operate. Later this
may be extended to Muscat
and some other countries in
the region. Biman sourees said

A senior Biman eofficial said,
on condition of anonymity: "A
tentative date may be announ
ced by the middle of January
but the government is serd

See Page 12 Col 3

Elections only solution
to crisis: Opposition

Leaders of the mainstream
Opposition which quit Parlia-
ment Wednesday said yester-
day immediate general elec-
tions under a neutral. non-
partisan caretaker government
is the only way to overcome
the present political crisis.

Talking to UNB Mohammad
Nasim of the Awami League.
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury of
the Jatiya Party and Moulana
Matiur Rahman Nizami of the
Jamaat-e-Islami demanded
resignation of the Prime Mi-
nister and election to par-
liament as per the new frame-
work of the Opposition.

The new framework., an-
nounced on December 28, en-
visages the resignation of the
incumbent Prime Minister,
dissolution of Parliament and
general elections under a care-

taker administration.

According to the plan, the
President will appoint a Prime
Minister either from among
the Appellate Division Judges
of the Supreme Court.
Appellate Division Judges or a
non-partisan. acceptable per-
sonality. The new caretaker
Prime Minister, who will not
contest the elections, will ap-
point a non-partisan cabinet.

Mohammad Nasim said all
proposals and discussioris be-
fore the Opposition's resigna-
tion are now dead. There is no
legal and econstitutional scope
for reconsidering their resig-
nation, as urged by the Prime
Minister.

"The Prime Minister should
immediately step down to pave
the way for general elections

See Page 12 Col 7
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Further cut in Relief
Ministry food budget

Star Report

Due to shortage of wheat,
the food budget of the Ministry
of Disaster Management and
Relief for the current fiscal has
been slashed further and re-
fixed at 810,000 tonnes.

The budget. which was
B873.000 tonnes last year
(1993-94). was earlier fixed at
840.000 tonnes for the cur-
rent year. But the authorities
revised the budget recently
and curtailed the wheat alloca-
tion for various relief and re-
habilitation programmes. in-

cluding the food-for-work
(FFW).

According to ministry
sources, allocation for this

year's food budget was reduced
due to non-availability of ade-
quate quantity of wheat from
the government's own re-
sources as well as a reduction
in foreign assistance.

Some 438 500 tonnes of
wheat were available last year
from overseas donors, which
has been reduced to 4,170.38
tonnes this fiscal. The gov-
ernmrnt sanctioned from its

resource 434.550 tonnes

of wheat for the last fiscal vear
but the allocation has come
down to 392,962 tonnes this
year.

The cut in the food budget
will mainly affect the FFW, the
biggest annual programme of
the Reliel Ministry. A total of
137.240 tonnes of wheat.
available from the govern-
ments own resource, have
been allocated for this year's
FFW while during the last fiscal
197 .600 tonnes were spent for
the same purpose.

The sanction for the test
reliefl (TR) programme has also
been reduced to 54189
tonnes of wheat from 61.289
tonnes of the last year.

The FFW programme,
which begins in January every
year in the rural areas, was
largely dependent on the food
aid provided by the US organi-
sation CARE. But CARE
stopped providing the grant
for this programme since the
last fiscal year which has re-
sulted in the downsizing the
volume of FFW.

Young man killed, maid
found dead in city

By Staff Correspondent

n# man was killed and
a maid ound mysteriously
dead in the'city’s Ibrahimpur
and Ramna areas yesterday.

Babu, 25, was shot dead by a
gang of youngsters at his resi-
dence at North Ibrahimpur.
Dhaka Cantonment. around
5:30 in the evening. Witne
sses said, a gang of around 15
gunmen stormed into the
house at 541 North Ibrahim-
pur and shot Babu on the chest
from point blank. -

The gunmen immediately
fled the scene through a busy
alley, they added.

Babu was taken to the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH) where he ex-
pired shortly after arrival.

Cantonment police, investi-
gating the crime, believed Ba-
bu was the victim of rivalry
between two g of mus-
clemen of the locality.

Local people said. the mu-
rder was a sequel to an anned
clash in the area two days
earlier,

The body was sent (o thr
DMCH mergue for autopsy and
ne arrest was reported until
filing of this report at 10:30
last night.

In another incident, a young
maid Sadia, employed in the
house of one Magbul Hossain at

Dilu Road, was found mysteri-
ously dead in the kitchen
around 12:30 pm.

Ramna police said one
Mohammad Azad. who identi-
fied himself as the landlord.
informed them over telephone.

Police said the 22-year-old
Sadia's body was found lying in
the kitchen with bruised ma-
rks on the neck, which was
fastened with a scarf.

Sadia, a spinster, was Lhe
daughter of one Joynal Sikder
of Gopalganj district. She re-
portedly came to this house as
a domestic help four months

AgO.

One killed in
road mishap

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 30
One person was killed on the
spot and another seriously in
jured in a collision between an
autorickshaw and & jeep on the
Dhaka-Munshiganj road near

CGognagar at 3 pm (oday

Witnesses sald, autorick:
shaw passenger hman Ali, 35
was killed on the spot when
his Dhaka bound vehicle col
lided with the jeep coming
from the opposite direction.

Wednesday

was acceptable

Reazuddin. Monirul
Alam Press Club
president, secy

Reazuddin Ahmed and Kh
andakar Monirul Alam were

vesterday elected president
and general secretary respec
tively of the National Press
Club for a two-vear term._ as
l‘“‘ﬁ]’T!iTru ity el 'r-‘l-l"f'il!'H'I FERETY
INISSION SOURCes . 0TS .

Reazuddin Ahmed.  hief
Editor of the daily Financial
Express polled 219 votes
agams: his nearest rival AB M
Musa who got 142 voles

See Page 12 Col 3

Opposition urged
(03 Lw.gil. »
export-oriented
units from hartals

Redwan Ahmed MP and
presideni. Bangladesh Garme
nts Manufacturers and Expor
lers  Association {(BGMEA
veslerday called upon 1he
politicians, including the
Leader of the Opposition 1o
keep all export-oriented n
dustries including the gai
ments sector outside the
purview of all types ol hartals
reportis BSS.

Ahmed. in a statement tn
the press, expressed his drave
concern about Lhe future of 1the
garments industry in the
changed political situation in
the country.

Recalling the recent call or
the Leader of the Opposition
by the BGMEA under his lead
ership. Ahmed said that the
BGMEA had requested her 1o
keep the export-oriented in
dustries outside the ambit ol
hartals,

December and January arc a
hard time for the garments in
dustry because the gquota vears
of the United States and
Canada end during this time
he said, il exporters fail in en
suring shipment of their prod
ucts as per schedule those be
come stocklots or they have (o
send those by air at their own -
cost Ahmed explained

The BGMEA president said
that some countries of the re
gion had lost their export
markets due to political In
stability and Bangladesh was
now facing a <~imilar fate

No govt can accepl
one-sided demand,

says Hassan

M.aj General (Retd) Mahm
udul Hassan yesterday said that
it was not poéasible for any
government (o accept the
one sided demand of 1he
Opposition, reports BSS

He said the confrontational
sitvation created in the coun
try has put dermocracy in eop

arch
In a statement issued yes

lerday, General Hassan. whe
resigned from the Jattyva Party
and joined the BNP
' sald the conces

sion given by the Prime
Minister at the last moment
te him and
nlso to all constleus citisens ol
the country

As tor his re tion lettes

he said. the unsigned letter
was prepared nearly one and a
hall months age when the situ-
ation of the country was com

pletely different. He said, after
the latest cencession from the
Prime Minister, he did not feel
it proper to resign and accord-
ingly requested the er in
writing to rejegt his letter of

' resignation.



