people injured i the port
town. Some of them 'were

stabbed. ,

The clashes took place at
Galachipa crossing and Ukil
Para around 9:30 am. Both the
groups exploded crackers and
used other lethal weapons.

Our Stafl Correspondent in
Chittagong reports. The hartal
passed off almost peacefully in
the port city. All sorts of vehi-
cles. except rickshaws, stayed

off the roads.
Cargo handling at Chitta-

gong Port jetties were normail
but delivery of goods to and

from the port was suspendeds

because trucks did not ply.
according to port officials.

Mills and factories at the
Chittagong Export Processing
Zone. Nasirabad. Kalurghat,
Patenga and Sitakunda
industrial belts suffered pro-
duction loss due to poor atten-
dance of workers, BSsources
concerned said.

Our Staff Correspondent in
Sylhet adds: The 8-hour hartal
was observed in all the four
districts of greater Sylhet re-
gion. Vehicles of all kinds were
off the roads during the hartal
hours. paralysing normal life.
Government and private of-
fices. and business establish-
ments also remained closed.

In Sylhet, district Awami
League held a meeting with
Syed Abu Nosor in the chair at
the court-point. The district
Jativa Party and Jamaat-e-
lslami brought out separate
processions and hold rallies at
Surma-point and Poura-point
respectively.

Peaceful hartal was also ob-
served in Habiganj, Sunamgan|
and Moulvibazar district head-
yuarters. :

L'NB adds: At least five stu-

hall-day hartal hours In
Sirajgan] district.

Witnesses sald activists of
JCD and BCL clashed each
other at Tarash Bazar in Tarash
Thana during the hartal hours.

All mode of vehicles, ex-
cepting the rickshaws, were
off the road. ’

US Defence Secy
visits Pakistan
next week

ISLAMABAD. Dec 29 US
Defence Secrelary William
Perry will discuss the thorny
guestion of US military assis-
tance to Pakistan during a
Lhree-day cial visit next
month. reperts AFP.

Perry's talks will "focus on
defence cooperation within
the constraints of the Pressler
amendment.” the spokesman
said. The amendment was a
US anti-proliferation law under
which Washington stopped
economic and military aid to
Pakistan in 1990.

A stalled deal to supply
multi-purpose F-16 fighters to
Pakistan will also come up’
during discussions. he added.

Pakistan paid more than
one billion dollars on defence
purchases — including 658
million dollars for 38 F-16
planes — which were hit by
the Pressler restrictions.

The country's leaders have
said the United States should
honour its contractual obliga-
tion to supply the aircraft and
other equipment or return the
MONEey.

* During the visit. starting
January 10, Perry

will meet
President Farooq Ahmed Leg-
hari and Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto. .

People still hopeful
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| wish hoth sides had
rvuched an agreement ... yet. |
helieve there is scope to re-
suinie negotiations because it s
the question of the future of
our country and the people.”
ne added. :

[)r Talukder Muniruzza-
maii a teacher of the Dhaka
| riversity's Political Science
Deparument observed that the
gap between both the camps
had been narrowed down
during the process of
negotiation and general prin-
riples were agreed upon.

‘Why then do they not con-
tinue talking to each other
when they know there is no
last word in politics?” he
askedd

Dr Muniruzzaman sug-
sested that the Speaker should
mmediately appeal to the
Opposition members, of
Parliament to return to the
House and also bring both the
parties to the discussion table.

Salman F. Rahman, Presi-
dent of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FBCCI).
commented the impact of the
Opposition's resignation would
have a serious impact on the
country' s economy.

‘We are really concerned at
the development,” he said.
adding that the FBCCI has con-
vened an emergency meeting
of its executive commitiee
Sunday to review the possible
implications of the resigna-

Dudayev
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40.000 troops to only several
thousand Checherns, and have
heen making significant gains
in recent days. :

On Thursday, thick clouds
of smoke rose from Grozny's
industrial district as Russian
hombers roared overhead and
artillery thudded on the
fringes of the breakaway
republic's capital.

Airstrikes pounded the al-
ready-devastated city through-
oul the day.

‘We simply cannot keep
track of how many buildings
are destroyed. how many peo-_
ple are dead,” Aslanbek

_ Dadayev, of the official Chec-
hen news agency, said.

Heavy fighting raged on the
edges of Grozny as Russian
forces tried to press their at-
tack on the rebel capital from

Deafening explosions shook
walls in central Grozny but it
was not immediately clear.
where the bombs were land-

A huge oil containment tank
at the sprawling Aslanbyek
Shelipov refinery, in western
Grozny, took a direct hit,
spewing thick black smoke
500 'metres into the air.
blocking out the sun in the
centre.

An employee at the installa-
tibn. which has not worked
since Russian troops were sent
December 11 to restore Mos-
cow's rule in the separatist
Muslim republic, said the
slorage tank contained
50.000 tonnes of oil.

Chechnya’'s industry is con-
centrated on the petrochemi-
cal Industry.

‘- the

tions on the economy.

Dr. C. R. Abrar, a teacher of
International Relations
Department of Dhaka Uni-
versity, observed that the role
of the ruling party and the
Opposition in the whole resig-
nation drama would alienate
the people from the political
leadership.

A caretaker government
cannot be a panacea when
other basic issues like dem:
ocratisation of the electoral
process, accountability and a
limping economy were the
most burning questions,” he
said.

Fazle Hasan Abed, who
heads the internationally re-
puted NGO, BRAC, said that
the resignation and its fall-out
would entail unfavourable
donor response.

When asked if the present
situation would disturb the ony
going development initiatives
in the country, he replied in
the positive and . said
Bangladesh would face even
more stormy days from now on
if immediate steps were not
taken to stahilise the political
situation. :

- "The resignation and the

abortive negotiations have, of
course, frustrated us.,” re-
marked Prof. M. Shahadat Ali,
president of the Dhaka
University Teachers AssocC-
iation (DUTA).

‘Political ego should not be-
come larger than the national
interest,” he said. "And on that
basis. the political organisa-
tions now have to prove their
regponsibility.”

Those less articulate, and
less privileged, were also less
pessimistic about The latest
political situation when their
reactions were sought by The
Daily Star.

A tea-stall owner at Shah-
bagh, Soleman Mia obsérved.
“If you want an election, you

"ecan have it."

"And if you don't want it,
still it's your cup of tea ... so
why fight?" he equipped.

Salam
From Page | Col 4

alised that what they had done
was not right, they could still
change their decision.

Begum Zia's fresh call just
after the mass resignation of
opposition MPs was at the
centre of discussions in the
political arena yesterday.

Talukdar said the BNP
standing committee met yes-
terday to select the candidates
for four by-eiections.

Salam Talukdar said the
standing committee did not
discuss the situation arising
out of the mass resignation.
The meeting with Begum Zia
in the chair ended at 11:30

The. BNP nominated
Shajahan Hawlader Sujan for
Comilla and Prof Kazi Golam
Morshed for Natore by-elec-
tions. Nominations for Barisal
and Sherpur by-election would
be announced later on, he
added.

Ruling party MP Shahidul

Huq Jamal was with the party
secretary general
Talukdar returned home
around 11:45 pm.
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Prime Minister Begum hhaleda 7ia addressing a public meeting at Sreenagar \n Muns=higanj

yesterday.
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Opposition should revise decision
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thing.

Turning to them. Begum Zia
said, "There is still time to
change your decision and ac-
cept the latest proposal for the
sake of the country and the
nation.”

The Prime Minister urged
the Opposition to abandon the
path of indiscipline and chaos
and to work unitedly for the
greater national interest.

Reiterating her govern-
ment's, acceptance of the latest
proposal, she asked the
Opposition MPs to think about
it and accept it.

Begum Zia said after the

resignation of the Prime
Minister and her cabinet, the
President would run the affairs
of the state for the interim pe-
riod and the Election Commi-

ssion wil] conduct the
elections. r

The Prime Minister said
that she had. urged the

Opposition to forget the differ-
ences between the parties and
work unitedly for the next one
year until elections for thg
welfare of the people. !
Instead of extending coop-
efation to the government. the
Prime Minister sa#d, the
Opposition came up with har-
tal and siege programmes.
There is a democratic pro-
cess now in Bangladesh with

‘an elected government, the

Prime Minister said. asserting
that the country would be run
as per the Constitution and the
law of the land.

“There is no scope for any
hesitation,” she added.

Presided over by president
of Sreepur thana BNP Gazi
Shamsul Hud, the meeting was
also addressed by Deputy
Leader of the House Prof A Q
M Badruddoza Chowdhury,
BNP Secretary General and
LGRD - and Cooperatives
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar, Post and Telecomm-
unications Minister Tariqul
Islam, Comsmerce Minister M
Shamsul Islam, State Minister
for Relief and Disaster Mana-
gement Harun al-Rashid, State
Minister for Forests and
Environment Gayeshwar Chan-
dra Ray. Deputy Minister for
LGRD and Cooperatives Abdul
Hye, Shahjahan Siraj MP,
Hamidullah Khan MP, Amanu-
llalh Aman MP and general
secretary ‘of Munshiganj
district BNP Mujibur Rahman.

'ﬁ.

Begum Zia expressed her

gratitude to the people for
their support in her struggle
against autocracy. and in the
restogation of democracy and
the people's rights.

The Prime Minister said
she came to polilics -to restore
democracy and the people's
rights at a time when the na-
tion and the people were . suf-
fering repressions under an
autocracy.

Narrating the long drawn
negotiations between govern-
ment_and Opposition leaders
at various levels to find a solu-
tion Lo the problem, the Prime
Minister said her government
had always tried to solve all
problems within the constitu-
tional framework and through
discussions.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment would accept any pro-
people proposal because her
party always stood for® the

democratic process and unin- .

terrupted development and
production.

But she regretted that the
Opposition's objective was o
go to power by any means.

Saying that a particular
party had joined hands with
the autocrats to go to power,
she aflirmed that it is not pos-
sible.

Giving a brief resume of the
anti-autocracy movement and
the installation of the demo-
cratic government through
free and fair polls Begum Zia
said the elected government
had been solving the people’s
problems one by one.

Referring to the switch Lo
parliamentary democracy from
a presidential form of govern-
ment through consensus
among all the parties. the
Prime Minister said an ac-
countable government had now
been established.

She said that the opposition
parties were scared by the
scope and extent of develop-

. ment works done by the BNP

government.

That is why, she said, the
Opposition had started con-
spiring to remove the elected
BNP government on this and
that pretext. '

The Opposition, Begum Zia
said, had started boycotting
Parliament alleging that polls
under the BNP government
would not be free and fair.

The Prime Minister said
despite repeated calls from

the government the Opposi-
tion did not contribute te the
electoral Bills - meant for
strengthening the Election
Commission lo ensure (reer
and fairer elections.

Begum Zia said although the
governmemnt had accepted Sir
Ninian Stephen's proposal for
forming a national government
the Opposition did not agree
to it.

She said that the govern-
ment had agreed to Sir
Ninian's proposal because it
wanted the democratic and
development process to con-
tinue

The Opposition's non-ac-
ceptance of a solution at dif-
ferent times, she said, had
created doubts Among people
whether they wanted free and
fair elections and the continua-
tion of the democratic process.

The Prime Minister said
that the people had given the
BNP a mandate to run the
country for full five years,

The Prime Minister called
upon the people to raise their
voice against disruptive activi-
ties which might hinder de-
velopment, peace and stability.

Referring to the BNF's com-
ing to power several times,
Begum Zia said she was confi-
dent that her party would be
able to come to power with the
people’s mandate in future
also.

Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar said Sheikh Hasina
wanted to kill democracy and
make Parliament mneflfective
through the mass resignation.

Tariqul Islam said that the
Awami League had now joined
hands with autocrats and
razakars to undo democracy
just as it had killed democracy
in 1975.

Earlier, on her arrival at the
Sreenagar stadium, the Prime
Minister was given a rousing
reception by thousands of peo-
ple.

Carrying posters and ban-
ners. party workers chanted
slogans vowing to wuphold
democracy and national inde-
pendence under the leader-
ship of Begum Zia.

On her way lo Sreenagar
from Dhaka the Prime Minis-

ter was greeted by people at
" varlous places of Keraniganj

thana.

Queen honours 2

Britons for
their work 1n
- Bangladesh

Two British citizens were
awarded the order of the
British Empire for their out-
“standing services in different
ficlds in Bangladesh. reports
LINB. g

Dr.Keith Pitman and Molly
Read have been listed in the
Queen's New Year's honours
list, according te a British
High Commission press re-
lease yesterday.

Dr. Pitman was made an
Officer of the Order of the
British Empire (OBE) as an
expert advisor and team leader
on development of manage-
ment of water resources in
Bangladesh while Molly Read
became a Member of the Order
of the British Empire (MBE)

for her services to the poor !

people in Bangladesh for many
Vears. .

Dr Pitman is now -working
with the World Bank in
Washington with responsibility
for regional water issues in the
eastern parl of the South Asian
ﬂutkcunf;intnt. '

He has made a major per-
sonal contributions towards
understanding the j.s&u‘s over
the last 20 years, and %o the
preparation of Bangladesh’s
national water plan. '

Meolly Read, who ctame to
Bangladesh as a Techniecal Co-

! operation Officer with Britain's

Overseas Development Admi-
nistration in the late 1970s,
worked with destitute chil-
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Foundation of
2nd Dhaleswari
bridge laid

MUNSHIGAN] Dec 29 Pri
me Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia today laid the foundation
stone of the second Dhaleswari
bridge on the Dhaka-Khulna
highway, reports BSS.

in presence of cabinet min-
isters, MPs and a large number
of local people Begum Zia un-
veiled the plagque of the 406.9-
metre fong and 10 .5-metre
wide bridge over the river
Dhaleswari at Kuchiamara un
der Munshiganj district.

The Tk 60-crore bridge will
be constructed from the coun-
try's own resources within
three years.

Communications Minister
Ol Ahmad was also present on
the occasion.

PM lays foundation

stone of Rupsha
bridge today

KHULNA, Dec 29 : Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
will lay the foundation stone of
the’ Rupsha ©bridge at
Labonchora, four and a half
kilometres fromr the city to-
morrow, reports LINB.

The 590.50-meire-long
bridge will be constructed at
an estimated cost of Tk 432
crore. The government will
provide Tk 87 crore and rest
of the amount is expected to
be provided by donor countries
and agencies.

The bridge js an election
commitment of the Prime
Minister. {

After laying the foundation
stone, Begum Zia will address
a public meeting at Rupsha
Ferry Ghat in the afternoon.

JP refutes news

about Hassan
By Staff Correspondent

The Joint Office Secretary

of the Jativa Party Azad Sultan,
in- a statement last night,
strongly criticised news re-
ports that Mahmudul Hassan
had, disagreed with his partys
decision regarding resigning
from Parliament.

He said Mahmudul Hassan.
as a member of the JP presid-
ium, had agreed to abide by
the party decision to resign
from Parliament.

Azad also said that Mah-.

mudul Hassan's resignation
letter carried his own sig-
nature. He said he was not
aware what ‘'mysterious’ reason
had made Hassan commit the
political somersauit.

Mahmudul Hassan. Sultan
said, was elected to Parliament
on a JP ticket and therefore,
both meorally and constitu-
tionally he could not remain a
nmiember of Parliament against
his party decision. ;

A photocopy of Mahmudul
Hassan's resignation letter was
sert along with Azad Sultan's
slatement.

Record snowfall
in Kashmir

NEW DELHI, Dec 29:
Kashmir Valley was cut off
from rest of India today by a
storm that left huge snowdrifts
across its main highway,
United News of India said, re-
ports AP.
~ Srinagar,
Jammu-Kashmir state, is the
centre of a Muslim secession-
ist campaign by guerillas. India
maintains 40,000 snldierg in
the wvalley, which -borders
Pakistan.

At least 1,500 passengers
were stranded on the highway
linking Srinagar with rest of
India. Parts of the road were
covered by 10 feet of snow,
breaking a 20-year-old record.

Indian Airlines planes were
but
most Indians .can't afford to
travel that way.

Menon -
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iresh elections. _
He said, as per the formula

‘given earlier by the Left

Democratic Front, the
President should head an in-
terim government assisted by
advisors.

Menon sald, the drama cen-
tring the resignation
Wednesday night proved it was
possible to reach a consensus
discussions.
He was, however, critical that
the parleys had not been con-
ducted openly.

e Workers' Party leader
was also critical of the Awami
League's alliance with the
Jatiya Party and the Jarmaat.

He said, his party had al-:

‘ways supported the caretaker

government issue and in fact
had been advocating the for-
mation of stich a government
from the very inception of the
present Parliament. |

Menon al that the gov-
ernment had failed ig carry out
its constitutional obligations 1o
protect democracy and
Parliament and, therefore. had
no right to stay in power.

Responding to a  query
from newsmen, Menon said it
would not be proper for the
ruling party to hold by-elec-
tions because these would
most likely be resisied by
some of the opposition parties,
and may lead to violence.

Senior leaders of the party
were present at the press con-
ference.
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UN observer shot on
Iragi-Kuwaiti border
KUWAIT CITY Dec 29 A UN military obsérver was shot

and wounded 1pday on the Iragi-Kuwaiti border, Kuwailtl's
offictal news ageiicy Kuna reported. Yivanov Danet, a ﬁn}'ﬂr-

oid Romanian

was hit in the thigh The agency gave no

further details on Lhe Incident and the United Nations irag-
Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM] was not immediately
available for comment. reports AFP '

Burglary at the house
of Diana's lawyer

LONDON. Dee 29: Knife-wielding burglars stele one midlion

pounds (1 55 million doliar) worth

of jevwellery im a raid on

the home of Princess Diana's lawyer. British EK"T
reported today. The thieves tied up and gagged the  of
lawver Lord Mishcon at the coyple's exclusive central London
flat Before wrenching rings from her fingers. reporis Reuter .

| Hasina at press confce
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But. she said, the govern-
ment leaders had created a si
tuation of confrontation for
their hust for 5

Referring to Wednesday's
last- minute negotiation to pre-
venit the en masse resignation.
Hasina said ruling party lead-
ers’ latest proposal did not
specify the resignation of the
Prirne Minister but only said
the PM would be away from
power. Besides, their pre-con-
dition of the opposition giving
up agitation  programmes
forced us to submit the resig-
nation letters.’

‘Agitation is our democratic
and constitutional right,” she
siressed. "Agitations like har-
tals could be redundant if the
agreed to the
Opposition demand.”

The AL chief accused BNP
Secretary General Abdus Salam
Talukdar of making 'untrue
statement’ regarding the last-
minute Government-
Opposition talks. "His state-
ment was \highly misleading
and not based on f{acts,” she
said. !
In this regard she pointed
out that government leaders
did not mention the PM would
resign 30' days ahead of the
elections until the last round
of negotiation.

Hasina, referring to Salamn
Talukdar's statement, said it
was not true that the
Opposition did not agree to
the government's proposal for
resignation of the PM 30 days
before the polls. In fact she
added, the government pro-
posal did not contain the res-
ignation issue but only said the
PM and her cabinet colleagues

would not be in power 30 days
bhefore the elections.
means Hasina viewed, the PM
would remain but her powers
would be curtailed.

This

Hasina reiterated that they
iried their best to resolve the
persisting political impasse but
failed to succeed due to the
ruling BNP's obstinacy and its
undemaocratic behayviour.

“We resigned from Parliam-
ent only to realise people’s
voting right and help
democracy flourish. We be-
lieve that people are the

| source of all power and all our
! efforts alm at establishing their

democratic and ﬂunstituuung]
rights'. the AL Chief said.
The AL leader repeated that

‘they would intensify the agita-

tion for elections under a care-
taker administration and carry
it to a logical end in a peaceful
and demeocratic way. ,

She once again blamed the
BNP govérnment for failing to

consolidate the hard-earned
parliamentary democracy and
reciprocate the Opposition ©o-
operation in this regard.

Hasina was also critical of
the role of radio and television
which not did broadcast the
news of Opposition MPs resig-
nation. But, she said. all inter-
national media covered the
rare political event with much
importance. "Are the two me-
dia BNF's property’'? she
asked

The press conference was
also altended by senior AL
leaders including Abdus Samad
Ahmed, Amir Hossain Amu,
Suranjit Sengupta. S AM S
Kibria, Matia Choudhury and
Rahmat Ali

AL rally
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Sheikh Hasina for dislodging
the government to ensure na-
tional elections under a neutral
caretaker governmment.

City AL general secretary
Mofazzal Hessain Chowdhury
Maya presided over the rally,
also addressed by party leaders
Akhtarul Alam, Prof Fazlul Hugq,
Qamrul Islam, Kazi Iqbal
Hossain and Chhatra League
leaders Enamul Hugqg Shah-

meem and Ishag All Khan
Panna

Saifur asks bank
directors to
concentrate on
lending, recovery

Financ inister M Saifur
Rahman Vesterday asked the
boards of directors of different
banks and development finan-
cial institutes to concentrate
on matters like lending and
recovery of money, reports
UNB. -

" The routine administrative
things like promotion, pun-
ishment and other disciplinary
matters should be looked into
by the banks' managements, he
said while presiding over a're-
view meeting of banks and
DFls.

¥

Directors representing the
government in varipus nation-
alised commercial banks
(NCBs), private banks, and the

" chairmen of the NCBs and DFis

attended the review meeting
held at the Finance Ministry's
conference room. = :

The mcﬂéting reviewed the
performance and activities of
the directors during their stint
at various banks and DFls. -

Jordan,
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negotiations between Syria and
the Jewish state.

The weight of Saudi Arabia
"is considerable and could tone
down the enthusiasm of other
Gulf state to normalise with
Israel.” the source said.

‘Egypt's Foreign Minister
Amr Mussa explained that the
three couniries were "not
against” the normalisation of
ties between Arab countries
and Israel. ;

"But we are concerned be-
cause of the slowness of the
peace process and the obsta-
cles on the road, in particular
on the Palestinian, and Syrian
tracks.” Mussa said.

Among the hurdles was the
building and extension of
Jewish settlements, he added,
as a court in Israel threw oul a
Palestinian appeal to suspend
work on a controversial set-
tlement in Ephrat on the oc-

| cupied West Bank.

Diplomats in the region said
Egypt. the first country to

make peace with Israel, was
backing calls td slow the pace
of Arab rapprochement with
the Jewish state because it
feared its role in the region
could be sidelined.

The talks in Alexandria
opened just two days after
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
travelled to Oman, becoming
the first Israeli head ol gov-
ernment to visit a Gulf Arab
state.

Israel has signed peace with
agreed to launch
Palestinian self-rule with the
PLO and opened diplomalic
ties with Morocco and Tunisia.

Six Gulf Arab monarchies
also eased a trade boycott of

*Chandra Das,

Ciazania

(DMCH). The injured
were sent to different local
hospitals and DMCH.

"Arab normalisation

said for the first time that
permanent peace between
Arabs and Israelis was possible,_

The Arab mini-summit al

discussed the possible return
to the Arab fold of Iraq —
which has been ostracized
since its 1990 invasion of
Kuwait — the Israel-PLO auton-
omy accords and boosting the
role of the Arab League.
Assad and King Fahd im-
mediately headed for the air-
port in Alexandria after the

meeting ended.

Bus plunge
F‘r;un Page } Col B

Meghna bridge as part of their
winter exercise. immediately
rushed to the spot and recov-
ered seven bodies and rescued
20 injured persons.

Six bodies were sent to the
Narayanganj General Hospital.
The victims were identified as
Muku!, 28. of Kalimullah col-
lege road of Bhaberchar,
minibus driver Haradhan
55, of R K
Migsion road. Dhaka., Seonia,
| f Uttara Spinning Mills,
Mirzapur, Suranjan Chandra
Biswas, 16, of Rasherkandi,
Gazaria. Nur Hossain, 55. of
Bhitikandi, Gazaria, and Abul
Kashem, 42, of Alipura.

The body of a bus driver
Bangladesh Bank Sh
55. was sent to the Dh
Medical College Hespital
persons

In the second accident at
around 11 am, a minibus ran
over Saud Mia. 25, who was
riding a bicygle near the

bridge. The bady of Saud Mia
| the Jewish state in September. was also sent to the
Last week Sheikh Abdel Narayanganj General Hospital.

]Azlz Ben Baz, the highest reli- Cases were lodged with the

gious authority in Saudi Arabla. (Cazaria thana



